
Daily Devotional Readings for February 7-12, 2022 
 

 
Monday, February 7 Read Psalm 10 
One of the strengths of the psalms is their visceral reality.  Who has 
not felt like the psalmist here in his roller coaster of emotions from 
abandonment, anger, pain, hatred and confusion?  What does it tell us 
about God that the Holy Scriptures include such cries of protest, even 
against God himself? ______________________________________ 
________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________ 
Where does the psalmist find hope even in his desperation? ________ 
________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________ 
How is this hope shared with us?  ____________________________ 
________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________ 
 

Tuesday February 8  Read Genesis 50:15-21 
After all he had been through, Joseph had good reason to want to 
make his brothers pay for their cruelty, but he chose not to.  What do 
you think dissuaded him from vengeance (hint: check out vv.19-20)?  
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Our pop culture in particular seems to think that revenge and punishment ultimately settle issues but what 
was the larger view Joseph was taking here? __________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
What might that suggest to us in dealing with situations in our own broken world? 
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Wednesday, February 9 Read Matthew 5:38-48 
This is perhaps the hardest of Jesus’ teachings and maybe one we follow the least.  Think of some of the 
excuses or explanations we might give for not turning the other cheek or going the extra mile.  How do you 
think Jesus would respond to those excuses?  Why? ____________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
What might this suggest about Christ’s mission to the world and our function as his disciples? 
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 

Burning Questions:  
 

Week 3 
 
How can a good God allow evil 

to exist in the world? 

 

Why do good things happen to 

bad people and bad things hap-

pen to good people? 

 

Why doesn’t God just step in 

and stop evil, injustice, poverty 

and suffering? 



Thursday, February 10   Read Romans 5:1-11 
At the root of our complaints against injustice or evil is that those actions make our lives harder and cause us 
to suffer.  If we pair yesterday’s reading from Matthew with today’s passage, how might our understanding 
of suffering be altered? ____________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
In what ways does suffering, or evil or sinfulness give us an opportunity to both grow in our faith and be wit-
nesses to Christ? _________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Friday, February 11 Read 1 John 2:1-17 
The scriptures draw a clear distinction between the ways of the world and how disciples are to live.  What is 
the distinction between the two described in this passage? ________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
What does it mean in v.15 to love the world? ___________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
How do we see that playing out today and what are some of the consequences of that misdirected love? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Saturday, February 12 Read Psalm 13:1-6 
Ultimately, despite the painful reality of living in a fallen 
world, we have hope that God will triumph and even 
things intended for evil can and will be used for the good 
of God’s purposes.  How do you trust in God’s steadfast 
love even when times are challenging? ______________ 
_____________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________ 
Do you practice the same trust when times are good? 
_____________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________ 

Sunday’s Sermon Notes  
 

Matthew 5:43-48                      February 6, 2022 

“Why Don’t You Just Zap                                   
the Bad Guys?” 

 
1. Real love must offer a choice between right 
and wrong. 

“How often I have longed to gather your children 
together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her 
wings, and you were not willing!” Matthew 23:37b 

 
2. God’s gracious gift of free will means that 
some will choose evil and that always has broad 
consequences. 

“For he who does wrong will receive the conse-
quences of the wrong which he has done, and that 
without partiality.” -Colossians 3:25 
 

3. As “ministers of reconciliation” our primary 

job is help facilitate the right choice by             

embodying love. 
“ So we have known and believe the love that God 

has for us.  God is love, and those who abide in love 

abide in God, and God abides in them.” -1 John 4:16 



Using this guide for the “Burning Questions” series 
 
Before exploring this series with a small group, it needs to be remembered that there are unlikely to be any 
definitive answers for these questions.  The goal is to be open as a group to possibilities and to encourage 
one another to more diligently seek God in such challenging circumstances.  Be prepared, in short, to agree 
to disagree!  As usual, the questions below provide a basic framework but do not rush through them in order 
to finish.  It is better to take the time to discuss a few in depth rather than skim over them. 
 
 

Small Group Discussion Guide for “Just Zap the Bad Guys Already!” 
Why does God allow evil? 

 
1. Read Psalm 10 and discuss the questions from Monday, 2/7. 
 Look at the questions on Page 1 of this guide that inspired this part of the study.  Before  
 digging into the scriptures, have your group share their thoughts and possible answers to them.  
 Where is there agreement and where is there disagreement?  
 

2. Read Matthew 5:38-48 aloud.  Share: “This is perhaps the hardest of Jesus’ teachings and maybe 
one we follow the least.”  

 
• What are some of the excuses or explanations we might give for not turning the other cheek or go-

ing the extra mile.  How do you think Jesus would respond to those excuses?   
 
• What might this suggest about Christ’s mission to the world and our function as his disciples? 
 
• Look at sermon note #1.  Do you agree that choice is an essential component of love?  Why or why 

not?   
 
3. Sermon note #2 says  “God’s gracious gift of free will means that some will choose evil and that  
 always has broad consequences.”   How might the gift of free will account for much of the  
 human evil in the world?  Why doesn’t God just step in and stop the bad people? 
 
• Read Genesis 50:15-21.  What role did God play by not intervening in Joseph’s brothers’ actions? 
 
• Why doesn’t Joseph seek revenge?  What’s the difference between justice and revenge? 
 
 
4. Share: “2 Corinthians 5 calls Christian believers ‘ministers of reconciliation,’ tasked with being 
 ambassadors of Christ’s redeeming work in the world.    Therefore, our primary job is help 
 facilitate the right choice by embodying love.”  Do you agree with this statement?  If so, what 
 does it suggest about our response to evil in the world? 
 
• Read 1 John 2:1-17 and discuss the questions from Friday, 2/11 
 
 


