
Daily Devotional Readings for January 24-29, 2022 
 

Monday, January 24 Read John 1:1-14 
John begins his gospel with this beautiful and powerful introduction 
to the nature and identity of the Jesus we are about to meet.  The 
church throughout history has refused to accept Jesus as merely a 
prophet or teacher. Why is the statement made in v.1 so critical to un-
derstanding who Jesus is? __________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________ 
How does acceptance of this fact alter the ways in which we respond 
(or should respond) to Jesus’ teachings and life? ________________ 
_______________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
 

Tuesday January 25  Read Isaiah 48:12-16 & 9:1-7 
Though a Trinitarian doctrine is not explicitly stated here, note how 
God (especially in Isaiah 48) embodies the roles of creator, savior and 
sent redeemer.  Even the messianic announcement in Isaiah 9 certain-
ly prophesies something more than a mere earthly king.  Though it’s hard for us to truly comprehend the 
true nature of the infinite God who stands outside of space and time, why is acceptance of such unfathoma-
ble mystery so important to our own faith? 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
How would it be different if God were easy to understand? ______________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Wednesday, January 26  Read Matthew 28:16-20 
Jesus here explicitly invokes the three persons of the Trinity in creating the church.  “In the name of” is 
shorthand for “with all authority, power and presence.”  How do you personally understand the workings of 
each part of the Trinity and why are they important to discipleship? _______________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________ Where do you struggle to understand?  ___________   
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

Burning Questions:  
 

Week 2 
 
If Jesus and God are the same, 
how can Jesus pray to God and 
why would he do it?  
 
Is Jesus 100% God and 100% 
human at the same time?  How 
does that work? 
 
How do you explain the Trini-
ty?  How can God be one and 
at the same time three? 
 
What does it mean that Jesus is 
the Son of God? 

 



Thursday, January 27   Read Colossians 1:15-17 &  2:6-15 
In many ways Paul here recapitulates the declaration of  Christ’s divinity that we saw in John 1.  What then 
does it mean in 2:6 to “continue to live your lives in Him?” _______________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Reflect a bit on what Paul means in 2:8. How does being “rooted and built up in him(2:7) help us resist the 
empty and unproductive ideals and priorities of the world around us? _______________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Friday, January 28 Read John 14:1-14 
Thomas probably had something more spectacular in mind than the Jesus he thought he was familiar with 
when he asked to see the Father in v.8.  Certainly there is more to God (creator, Spirit, etc.) than the man Je-
sus alone.  So what do you think Jesus means here (v.9) and what does understanding this mean for our own 
discipleship?  ____________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Saturday, January 29 Read Ephesians 4:1-16 
It could be argued that the only way for us to truly understand God is to actively serve Him and practice 
humble unity as part of His church.  That’s not always easy and often it feels like we are so different we 
must be serving different gods.  Why is v.2 here so important then? _________________________________ 
_____________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________ 

Sunday’s Sermon Notes  
 

Matthew 28:16-20                       January 23, 2022 

“Seeing the Elephant” 
 

 
1. As finite creatures we cannot truly     
 understand God. 
 
2. Through Christ we get our best picture 
 of who God is. 
 

3. The limits of our understanding serve 

 to nurture necessary humility. 



Using this guide for the “Burning Questions” series 
 
Before exploring this series with a small group, it needs to be remembered that there are unlikely to be any 
definitive answers for these questions.  The goal is to be open as a group to possibilities and to encourage 
one another to more diligently seek God in such challenging circumstances.  Be prepared, in short, to agree 
to disagree!  As usual, the questions below provide a basic framework but do not rush through them in order 
to finish.  It is better to take the time to discuss a few in depth rather than skim over them. 
 
 

Small Group Discussion Guide for “Seeing the Elephant” 
How do I understand God and the Trinity? 

 
1. Look at the questions on Page 1 of this guide that inspired this part of the study.  Before digging 

into the scriptures, have your group share their thoughts and possible answers to them.  Where is 
there agreement and where is there disagreement? 

 
 
2.  Read John 1:1-14 to the group and discuss the questions from Monday, 1/24.  Then explore the  
 following: 
• In the sermon, it was suggested that theology is really the “dumbing down” of Divine experience into 

mentally and emotionally manageable chunks!  What do you think is meant by such a phrase?  Do you 
agree or disagree and why?  How might this passage be understood as a simplification of who and what 
God is? 

 
• Why might it be important that humans cannot fully understand the nature of God?  Why are we unwill-

ing to accept mystery? 
 
3. Read Colossians 1:15-17 &  2:6-15 aloud to the group and share the questions from Thursday, 1/27.  
 Then discuss the following as a group: 
 
• Do you remember the illustration from Sunday about the blind men and the elephant?  How might that 

analogy work in Paul’s explanation of the nature of Christ in the passages we just shared? 
 
• What, ultimately, can we know about Jesus and what must remain, at least for now, a mystery? 
 
• Read John 14:1-4.  Why does Thomas make the request he does? 
 
• What does Jesus’ answer in v.9 mean for our own discipleship and understanding of who God is?   
 
 
4. Look at sermon note #3 and read Ephesians 4:1-16.  Discuss the following: 
 
• How does an active, servant-oriented communal discipleship both humble us before the mystery of God 

and clarify the reality of God in our lives at the same time?  Can you think of some examples where you 
have personally experienced this? 

 


