
Daily Devotional Readings for January 17-22, 2022 
 

Monday, January 17 Read Proverbs 3:5-8  
Try memorizing this short passage and repeat it to yourself throughout the day.  In many ways these wise 
words are the true essence of what it means to be a person of faith.  In what specific ways is living this out 
easy for you and in what specific ways is it difficult? ___________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Tuesday January 18  Read Isaiah 55:1-13 
The first two verses here seem to revel in the mystery of God’s grace and abundance.  Take a moment to 
reflect on the things that seem absurd or unbelievably fantastic about our Christian faith and doctrine. What 
makes you believe them and why? __________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
We often don’t like mystery, but have you ever thought if you could truly understand all there is to know 
about God, wouldn’t that make you somewhat equal to God? _____________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ Pray over vv.8-9.  
What do they mean to you personally? _______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Wednesday, January 19  Read Mark 9:14-
25 
The honesty of the father here (especially in v.24) is 
both appealing and comforting.  He might not under-
stand everything about Jesus, and certainly has ques-
tions, but he knows enough to know where any help 
is going to come from!  Reflect on the father’s cry in 
v.24.  Where are your strong areas of belief and 
where do you struggle? _______________________ 
__________________________________________ 
__________________________________________ 
__________________________________________ 
__________________________________________ 
__________________________________________ 
Discuss these with God in prayer today, confident 
that He will listen and offer encouragement.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday’s Sermon Notes  
Mark 9: 14-25                             January 16, 2022 

“I Believe! Help My Unbelief!” 
 
 
 

1. Having doubts is a natural part of being  
      sinful people living in a fallen world. 
 
 
2. Doubts do not separate us from God but can  
     make us engage God more closely. 
 
 
 
3. Doubts are best countered by being even more  

    active and committed to our faith. 



Thursday, January 20   Read Hebrews 11:1-40 
In his time of deepest doubt and profound failure, John Wesley asked his friend, Peter Bohler, how he could 
share faith with others when his own was so shaken.  Bohler replied, “Preach faith till you have it; and then, 
because you have it, you will preach faith.” How is a strong inner faith linked to a practicing and hands-on 
faith? Look at the examples of faith in this passage. _____________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
In what ways is doubt a part of being faithful? __________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Friday, January 21 Read 2 Corinthians 5:1-15 
Paul reminds the Corinthians and he reminds us today that the things the world values so highly- right down 
to our very lives- are by definition temporary.  In what ways would our doubts and fears be mitigated if we 
truly recognized that truth? _________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
How does v.7 respond to this question? _______________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
How would you define “walking by sight” and how would you define “walking by faith?”  ______________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Saturday, January 22 Read 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 
The struggles in the church at Corinth grew from people striving for earthly approval, success and gain so 
Paul reiterates the radical gospel of subversive Christian love.  Note that he draws a parallel between in-
creased love and true maturity.  He also reminds us that because we still live in a fallen world (one inimical 
to God’s Way) truth will always be unclear to us (v.12).  If all this is true, how do we deal with our own 
doubts?  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
How do we help others with their own doubts? _________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 



Using this guide for the “Burning Questions” series 
 
Before exploring this series with a small group, it needs to be remembered that there are unlikely to be any 
definitive answers for these questions.  The goal is to be open as a group to possibilities and to encourage 
one another to more diligently seek God in such challenging circumstances.  Be prepared, in short, to agree 
to disagree!  As usual, the questions below provide a basic framework but do not rush through them in order 
to finish.  It is better to take the time to discuss a few in depth rather than skim over them. 
 
 

Small Group Discussion Guide for “I Believe! Help My Unbelief!” 
 
1. Read Proverbs 3:5-8 aloud and discuss the following questions: 
• Using some specific examples, what are some ways we can live out the instructions of this proverb? 
 
• How is setting such parameters helpful?  What are the temptations we face to pull us away? 
 
• We often don’t like mystery, but have you ever thought if you could truly understand all there is to know 

about God, wouldn’t that make you somewhat equal to God?  
 
2. Read Mark 9:14-25 aloud.  And discuss the following with the group: 
 
• How would you characterize the father’s doubts?  In what ways have you experienced a similar chal-

lenge or confusion?  Would you call the father a faithful man?  Why or why not? 
 
• Sermon note #2 says “Doubts do not separate us from God but can make us engage God more closely.”  

Do you agree?  Why or why not?   
 
 
3. Read Hebrews 11:1-40 aloud to the group.  Share the following from the 1/20 readings-  In his time 
 of deepest doubt and profound failure, John Wesley asked his friend, Peter Bohler, how he could 
 share faith with others when his own was so shaken.  Bohler replied, “Preach faith till you have it; 
 and then, because you have it, you will preach faith.”  Discuss the following:  
 
• What do you think, in your own words, Bohler was trying to say to Wesley?  Is it helpful?  Why or why 

not? 
 
• How is a strong inner faith linked to a practicing and hands-on faith?  
 

• Sermon note #3 suggests that “doubts are best countered by being even more active and  committed to 

our faith.”  Do you agree?  Why or why not?  How might the writer of Hebrews respond to this point? 

 

• In what ways is doubt actually an important part of faith? 
 
 
4. Read 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 to the group and discuss the questions from Saturday, 1/22 


