
DAILY DEVOTIONS FOR DEC 6-11 

 

DAILY                

APPLICATIONS 

Our theology can never be 
simply a mental exercise.  If 
we are to truly grow in faith 
and become more Christ-
like, we must put hands and 
feet to our beliefs.  These 
applications are some sug-
gestions for putting our 
beliefs into practice. 

 

The theme for the sec-
ond Sunday of Advent 
is “peace.”   

 

What brings you peace 
and why? 

 

List some ways you can 
be Christ’s agent of 
peace in... 

     Your workplace- 

 

 

     Your home- 

 

 

Did you try doing any 
of these things? 

An Advent Study in Hope & Hospitality 

“You’re Home?  Now?” 

Monday, December 6 Read Psalm 72:1-7;18-19 
God has an odd idea of what to do with power.  This is a prayer for support of the 
king, but how does the psalmist understand the duties and responsibilities of a king? 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________  
What does this say about God and what does it say about what we do with the  
powers and resources God has given us? 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
 

Tuesday December 7 Read Malachi 3:1-4 
Refiner’s fire and fuller’s soap drive out impurities so that the metal or the cloth 
will be pure and ready for its purpose.  How (be as specific as possible) might 
Christ’s presence in your life drive out impurities? 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
What might need cleaning out and how are you letting God do that? 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
 

Wednesday, December 8 Read Luke 1:68-79 
Zechariah’s prophecy echoed what the Jewish people had been waiting for centu-
ries. In waiting, though, their hope had reduced to a limited vision of worldly suc-
cess.  How does salvation for the forgiveness of sins (v.77) lead to clarity and confi-
dence and peace (v.79) both for the ancient people of Israel as well as for us today?  
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
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___________________________________________________________________________________ 
How does it do that regardless of worldly circumstances?  _________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Thursday, December 9 Read Philippians 1:3-11  
V.6 is a reminder that God is not finished with us yet and, moreover, that the work He is doing in our lives is a 
good one. Reflect on that point and now consider that if it is true for you, it is true for those around you.  How 
might that knowledge shape your interactions with others? _________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
How might God be using you to help others grow? ______________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Friday, December 10 Read Luke 3:1-6 
John proclaimed a Messiah who would fundamentally change how we perceive and understand the world (v.5).  It 
was (and is) a call for us to repent from sin and serving ourselves.  In light of your reading yesterday, what might 
such a repentance look like?   ______________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Saturday, December 11 Read Psalm 85:1-2;8-
13 
Verse 8 is a wonderful reminder for us to pay attention 
to what God has to say and to truly hear his message of 
grace, forgiveness and hope.  Why do so many of us 
seem to miss this Good News? _________________ 
________________________________________ 
________________________________________ 
________________________________________ 
________________________________________ 
What “noises” distract us from hearing and responding 
to God? _________________________________ 
_______________________________________ 
_______________________________________ 
_______________________________________ 
Discuss it with God in prayer today. 

Sermon from December 5, 2021 

“You’re Home?  Now?”         

Scripture:  Malachi 3:1-4 
 
 

1.  Only by recognizing the terror of God’s arrival 
will we understand true hope and peace. 
 
 
 
2.  Jesus comes to cleanse us and change us. 



GROUP STUDY 
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Part 1:  The Prophetic Word 

1. Read Malachi 3:1-4 aloud with your group and discuss the questions from Tuesday 12/7. 
 
2. Have the group look at Sermon note #1, then read the following: “Fear of the Lord is the      

 beginning of wisdom.”-Proverbs 1:7.   Discuss the following: 
 
•  Do you agree that fear is necessary to true faith?  Why or why not?  How are we defining 

 fear/terror in this context and why?  Are there times we arew guilty of creating an easily 
 accepted Jesus and a simplistic, palatable gospel?  Why or why not? 

 
•  The word ‘gospel’ simply means “good news.”  As all of us are called to be ministers of the 

 gospel, what exactly is the good news we are sharing with an unbelieving world?  
 

Part 2:  A Word for me and my time 

1. Read Philippians 1:3-11 out loud and discuss the questions from Thursday, 12/9 with your 
group.  Explore the following: 

 

2. Have the group look at Sermon note #2.  Discuss:  What does it mean (using real, practical and 
 daily examples) for Jesus to cleanse and change us?  Why do we seem to see so little change 
 in the world around us?  In the church?  In ourselves? 

 

Where do we go now? 

Close with the following: 

 How can we, as a faith group and Christian community, be instruments of Christ’s changing 
 power in our community, in our church and among ourselves? 

 

Prayer Concerns: 

 


