
Daily Devotions and Notes for July 25-30 
 

 

Monday, July 25 Read Job 1:13-22 & Proverbs 9:10 
Most of us recoil somewhat at the story of Job and his divine testing.  It is, we protest, 
manifestly unfair and cruel and no amount of rationalization can change that.  Look close-
ly at v.21.  What is the fundamental truth about existence does Job proclaim? ____________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Where do we get the right or authority to declare what is “fair” or “unfair?” ________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
In this context, what does the verse from Proverbs mean? ________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Tuesday, July 26 Read Genesis 
22:1-18 
This story often causes readers difficulty 
and there is really no way to make it easier.  
It also shows us the seriousness with 

which God takes our faith and devotion 
and it should strike us with fear or at least 

caution.  How much of our faith (or your 
personal faith) is contingent on God doing 
what you want or expect? _________________ 

__________________________________________ 
__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 
Where do you say “no” to God and why?  
__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 
__________________________________________ 
__________________________________________ 

Discuss this with God in prayer today. 
 

Wednesday, July 27 Read John 
3:16-17 & Romans 5:8 
Abraham’s willingness to offer his son was 

manifest proof of his devotion to God.  In 
the well-known passage from John, we are 

told of God’s devotion to humanity.  Notice 
that humanity has done nothing to earn 

 

Sermon Notes 
“The Worst Story in The Bible!” 

 
July 24, 2022          Genesis 22:1-14 
 
 
1. Abraham’s test discloses the enormity 

of what it means to devoted to God. 

 

 

 

2. None of us is up to this test, even for far 

lower stakes! 

 

 

 

3. Therefore God ‘took the test’ Himself to 

prove His devotion to us. 



such devotion!  Why is really understanding that truth essential to being a Christian?   

_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
How does it affect the way you interact with others and why? _____________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Thursday, July 28 Read Romans 6:12-23 
Truthfully, we will either serve God or the broken elements of this world, namely, sin or 

selfishness. The other sad truth is that we are so separated from God by sin we cannot ei-
ther work hard enough to be good enough or even offer enough.  Hence our helplessness 

under the law.  What do vv.21-22 mean to you? __________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What does such “enslavement” look like in your daily life? ________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Friday, July 29 Read Hebrews 9:1-15 
This is a very complex passage so read it through a few times.  In essence we are reminded 
that all the sacrifices and any actions we do are only symbols or tokens of the devotion we 

would like to be able to offer (v.9) to God.  None of holds the fullness of sacrifice that Abra-
ham was asked for and that only Jesus could truly offer.  Think of things that truly matter 
to you reflect on why sacrifice is essential to devotion.  What tokens or symbols of thanks-

giving do you offer as sacrifice for what God has done? ___________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
What is the true heart, or motivation, behind such offerings? _____________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Saturday, July 30 Read Psalm 13 
In our times of darkness and doubt God is present, even when we have trouble seeing Him.  
What gives the psalmist hope in vv.5-6? _________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
What helps you cling to God in challenging times? _______________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
How can you help others hang on? ______________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 



Small Group Discussion Guide 

The Lord Gives and the Lord Takes Away__          _______________________ 

1. Read Job 1:13-22 & Proverbs 9:10  Share: “Most of us recoil somewhat at the story of 
Job and his divine testing.  It is, we protest, manifestly unfair and cruel and no amount of 
rationalization can change that. “ Look closely at v.21 and discuss the following:  

• What is the fundamental truth about existence does Job proclaim?   
• Where do we get the right or authority to declare what is “fair” or “unfair?”  

• In this context, what does the verse from Proverbs mean?  
 
 

Your Only Son….The One You Love       ___________________________________ 

1. Read Genesis 22:1-18 Share: “This story often causes readers difficulty and there is re-
ally no way to make it easier.  It also shows us the seriousness with which God takes our 
faith and devotion and it should strike us with fear or at least caution.” Discuss the follow-

ing:   
 

• Take some time to share any dismofort with this story.  Why do we struggle with it and 
what does that struggle say about us?  About our relationship with God? 

 

• How much of our faith (or your personal faith) is contingent on God doing what you 
want or expect?  Where do you say “no” to God and why?   

 

• Look at Sermon note #1. What limits our devotion to God?  Read Exodus 20:1-7 & Deu-
teronomy 6:4-9.  Why is this the first and most important command? Does God have 

the right to demand this of us?  Why or why not? 
 
2. Read John 3:16-17 & Romans 5:8  Share: “Abraham’s willingness to offer his son was 

manifest proof of his devotion to God.  In the well-known passage from John, we are told of 
God’s devotion to humanity.  Notice that humanity has done nothing to earn such devo-

tion!”  Discuss the following:  
 
• Read Sermon note #2.  Why is really understanding that truth essential to being a 

Christian?   
 

• Read Sermon note #3. How does it affect the way you interact with others and why? 
 
 
Close with prayer 

 


