
Daily Devotions and Notes for July 18-23 
 

Monday, July 18 Read Psalm 18:1-30 

You can almost hear David’s exuberant singing through this psalm of both victory and 
thanksgiving.  He depended upon God and has seen God’s promise come true.  Look at 
vv.28-30.  What has God’s providence done for David? ___________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
What has God blessed you with and how is your response like, or unlike, David’s?  

_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
How does that response evidenced in your life, behavior and priorities?  

_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Tuesday, July 19 Read Malachi 3:2-3;8-
15 

None of us likes to be patient but some-
times we need to be still and wait for God’s 

timing.  This passage is often used in refer-
ence to financial giving but we cannot for-

get that tithing is about putting your first 
and best in God’s hands and trusting in 
God’s will and timing.  What control issues 

hinder us in our faith and trust?  
__________________________________________ 
__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 
Can you give some examples of this in your 

own experience? _________________________ 
__________________________________________ 
__________________________________________ 

Where do you withhold from God? ________ 
__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 
Discuss this with God in prayer today. 
 
Wednesday, July 20 Read Genesis 18:1-

15 
This entire story centers around v.14.  We 

know the right, good and faithful answer to 
its question but we are often more like Sa-

rah.  Why did she laugh…or better yet,  

 

Sermon Notes 
“You Gotta Be Kidding!” 

 
July 17, 2022          Genesis 18:1-15 
 
 
1. God is always upending the 
world’s expectations and certainties. 
 
2. Our ability to experience the joy 
of God’s promises is limited by: 
 
 

A. Expecting God to conform to 

our plans. 

 

 

B. Wanting God to work on our 

schedule. 



 

what sort of laugh do you think it was? __________________________________________________ 
Given what we’ve explored about the nature of sin and the brokenness of humanity, why 

does God choose unlikely people and impossible events? _________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Why is that important for our relationship with God? ____________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
At what things in your life do you laugh Sarah’s laugh?  Why? ___________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What step of faith are you being called to? ______________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Thursday, July 21 Read Luke 1:26-38 
The birth of Sarah’s child would mark the beginning of a new era for God’s people.  The 

birth of Mary’s child would mark a new beginning for all mankind.  Why do both Mary and 
Sarah doubt? ___________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
What does this say about humans in general? ___________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Friday, July 22 Read Philippians 4:4-13 

Many people have memorized v.13 but how does it act as the power behind and guideline 
for the preceding nine verses? ___________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
What does God strengthen us for? _______________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
What are some ways our sinful selfishness misunderstands this verse and how can we 
counter that falsehood? _________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Saturday, July 23 Read Hebrews 13:1-6 
Notice that the things that “mutual affection (v.1)” combats are really just symptoms of self

-centeredness and self-assurance.  We often don’t do them because we don’t think we’ll 
benefit or because doing so might hurt or challenge us.  How does the quote from Psalm 18 

(in v.6) redirect our focus? _______________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Is such a statement truly foundational for your life?  Why or why not? ____________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 



Small Group Discussion Guide 

The Nature of Faith__          ______________________________________________ 

1. Read Malachi 3:2-3;8-15  Share the following: “None of us likes to be patient but 
sometimes we need to be still and wait for God’s timing.  This passage is often used in 
reference to financial giving but we cannot forget that tithing is about putting your first 

and best in God’s hands and trusting in God’s will and timing.”  Discuss the following: 
•  What control issues hinder us in our faith and trust?  

 
•  Can you give some examples of this in your own experience?  Where do you withhold 

 from God and why? What might Malachi say to these reasons? 

  
 
2. Read Philippians 4:4-13 and discuss the following: 

•  Many people have memorized v.13 but how does it act as the power behind and 
 guideline for the preceding nine verses?  

 

• What does God strengthen us for?  
 

• What are some ways our sinful selfishness misunderstands this verse and how can we 
counter that falsehood?  

 

In the Midst of Our Doubts        ___________________________________________ 

1. Read Genesis 18:1-15 
Share and discuss: 

•  This entire story centers around v.14.  We know the right, good and faithful answer 
 to its question but we are often more like Sarah.  Why did she laugh…or better yet, 
 what sort of laugh do you think it was?   

 
•  Given what we’ve explored about the nature of sin and the brokenness of humanity, 

 why does God choose unlikely people and impossible events? Why is that important 
 for our relationship with God?  

 

•  At what things in your life do you laugh Sarah’s laugh?  Why? What step of faith are 
 you being called to?  

 
2. Look at Sermon note #2. Why and where do we expect God to conform to our plans 
 and schedules?  How is that contrary to true discipleship? 

 
 
Close with prayer 

 


