
Weekly Devotional Guide and Sermon Notes 
for August 24-29, 2020 

Monday, August 24 Read Isaiah 58 
How would you summarize the sins of Israel in a single sen-
tence as outlined in vv.1-3? ____________________________ 
___________________________________________________ 
Since their religious observances don’t seem lacking, why is 
God angry and what does this tell you about God and His de-
sires? ______________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________ 
From this prophecy, how would you define “true worship?”   
___________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________ 
Why is this so important and is this still an issue for faithful 
people today?  Why or why not? ________________________ 
___________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________ 
 

Tuesday August 25  Read Matthew 25:31-46 
According to this passage the ultimate criteria for God’s judge-
ment, and the defining attribute of Jesus’ true disciples, is a 
heart moved by the lost, broken, hurt and needy.  If we are 
indeed “saved by faith,” what role does faith play in this sort 
of proactive discipleship?  _____________________________ 
___________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Wednesday, August 26  Read John 4:21-32 
V.26 here is earth shattering.  The truth of Jesus’ Divine identity up until now has not been entrusted to a 
priest, or Pharisee nor even to John the Baptist or the disciples.  “I am the Messiah” is entrusted for the first 
time to a sinful, broken woman of an outcast and unloved people.  Why was Jesus so open with this woman 
of all people? _____________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Why might she have been more receptive to the news than others and what does that tell us about the im-
portance of being open to those outside our familiar circle? ________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Lesson #3:       August 23,  2020                        

“Friends We Have Not Met Yet” 

Sermon Notes: 

1. We fail to be accepting because we set 

up false barriers and divisions between 

ourselves. 

 

 

2. Christ calls us to celebrate our  

       individual uniqueness under the  

       umbrella of the one Body. 

 

 

 

 

Listen to this sermon at 

www.cordelefirst.com/sermons 



Thursday, August 27  Read Galatians 3:1-6; 26-29 
C.S. Lewis talked about our tendency to create “Christianity and…” suggesting that we often skip over the im-
portance of simple faith in God’s love and put too much emphasis on the parts we create like various forms, 
polities, customs and tastes.  The Galatians are being torn apart by disagreements over such eternally trivial 
issues (like the minutia of keeping Mosaic Law) hence Paul’s tone of anger and frustration.  What eternally 
trivial things are driving wedges between you and those around you? ________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
How does simple faith address such disagreements, even within the church? __________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
   

Friday, August 28   Read Matthew 5:43-48 

Christianity is a reality-altering faith actively working to tear down barriers, open new possibilities and funda-
mentally change selfish, sinful human beings through the gracious activity of the Holy Spirit.  Jesus reminds 
us that doing what is easy or what everyone else does is not what discipleship is all about!  What does v.48 
mean for you and for your church in 2020? _____________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Can you offer some specific examples of what living into this commandment would look like for you? ______ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Saturday, August 29   Read Leviticus 19:33-34 & Luke 10:25-29 
Notice that Jesus’ emphasis on loving others as we love ourselves was part of the core history and indentify-
ing values of God’s people from the earliest days.  As yesterday’s reading reminded us, it’s easy to be gra-
cious to those who are gracious in return, but here we are expressly meant to extend graciousness and ac-
ceptance to the stranger.  Note the parable Jesus tells in Luke 10:30 and following.  What does this tell us 
about God? _______________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
About what it means to be Christians?  _________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ What discipleship 
means for you personally? ___________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 


