
Daily Devotions for June 13-18 
 
Monday, June 13 Read Psalm 51 
Why does David, as he repents from his awful sins with Bathsheba (2 Samuel 11), say he 
has sinned against God and God alone? _________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
What does this tell you about sin and about human nature? _____________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Tuesday, June 14 Read Jeremiah 2:1-37 
Of what does Israel need to repent here and why? ________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Jeremiah is of course speaking to the nation of Israel, but how is its sin similar to our own 
personal sins? ____________________________ 
__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 
__________________________________________ 
If sin is seen as a rejection of God’s pres-

ence and authority as opposed to certain 
bad acts, how might that shape our under-

standing of our own sinful nature? ________ 
__________________________________________ 
__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 
 

Wednesday, June 15 Read Genesis 
3:1-14 
We often hear the old adage, “the devil 

made me do it.”  In this story of the first 
sin, what exactly did the devil (or serpent) 

make Adam and Eve do? _________________ 
__________________________________________ 
__________________________________________ 

More realistically, what present desire did 
the serpent play on? _____________________ 

__________________________________________ 
__________________________________________ 
How do you understand temptation in your 

own life? _________________________________ 
__________________________________________ 

 

Sermon Notes 
“Dumb and Dumber”   

 
June 12, 2022                     Genesis 3:1-14  

 
 
1. Our sinful nature is rooted in: 

 
A. …our selfish desire to be in control 

and… 

 
B. …our refusal to take responsibility 

for our own selfishness. 
 
 

 
2.  To remove sin, therefore, our nature 

must be changed…and that can only be 
given through Christ. 



 

Thursday, June 16 Read John 9:1-41 
This story is framed as a clever commentary on sin.  In the ancient world, physical ail-
ments were seen as proof of spiritual or religious failure.  Yet it is the ‘good and righteous’ 
Pharisees who are the truly blind ones here.  In what way are they blind? _________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
What does this tell you about how God sees sin and brokenness? _________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Friday, June 17 Read Romans 1:18-32 
In your own words, how does Paul sum up the human condition here? ___________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Why are things in this world so broken and off kilter? ____________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

How can things be set aright? ___________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Share a prayer of personal confession with God today. 

 

Saturday, June 18 Read 1 John 1:5-10 
Why is it dangerous to think we have not sinned? ________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
How is sin a condition (given all your readings this week) rather than simply some bad ac-

tions? __________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Does that matter?  Why or why not? _____________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 



Small Group Discussion Guide 

Defining Sin_______________________________________________________________ 

1. Read Psalm 51 aloud (be sure everyone is familiar with the story of David from 2 

Samuel 11:1-12:15 before you read it.  This is David’s psalm of confession and re-

pentance.  Discuss the following: 
• Why does David, as he repents from his awful sins with Bathsheba (2 Samuel 11), say 

he has sinned against God and God alone?  

• What does this tell you about sin and about human nature?  

 

2. Read Romans 1:18-32 and discuss the following: 

• In your own words, how does Paul sum up the human condition here? Why are things 

in this world so broken and off kilter? How can things be set aright?  

 

The Nature of Temptation________________________________________________ 

1. Read Genesis 3:1-14 Share & discuss: “We often hear the old adage, ‘the devil made 

me do it.’  In this story of the first sin, what exactly did the devil (or serpent) make Ad-
am and Eve do? More realistically, what present desire did the serpent play on?  

• How do you understand the way temptation works  in your own life?  
• Sermon note #1 suggests that “our sinful nature is rooted in: 
 

A. …our selfish desire to be in control  

• Reflect on sins and temptations (perhaps even worries) in your life.  In what ways do 

you see this urge to be in control driving your decisions?  How does that cause trouble 
and how does it insert itself in your faith and relationship with God? 
B. …our refusal to take responsibility for our own selfishness. 

• Think of some common sins and temptations we all face.  Who or what do we usually 
blame and why? Look back at Psalm 51:3-5.  Why is this the necessary first step in 

combatting sin and receiving forgiveness? 
 

2. Read John 9:1-41  Share: “This story is framed as a clever commentary on sin.  In the 
ancient world, physical ailments were seen as proof of spiritual or religious failure.  Yet it 
is the ‘good and righteous’ Pharisees who are the truly blind ones here.”  Discuss the fol-

lowing:   
• In what way are they blind? What does this tell you about how God sees sin and bro-

kenness?  
• In what ways are we often similarly “blind?”  How can we see again? 

 


