
Weekly Devotional Guide and Sermon Notes 
for August 9-15, 2020 

 

Monday, August 10 Read Jeremiah 17:1-13 

This is a somewhat typical prophetic juxtaposition. On the one 

hand, Jeremiah condemns the Israelites’ lack of faithfulness 

and greed for worldly wealth and approval and on the other 

he reminds them that true life comes only from prioritizing 

God and God’s way. Reflect on the metaphors here of dry de-

sert and springs of life-giving water.  As the church, how are 

we called to share the Living Water that is Christ with a blind-

ed and parched world? _______________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

How are you to be a part of that? ______________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

Tuesday August 11Read John 4:5-42 

We will be using this section as the basis for much of our 

study.  For today read through the whole story and list where 

you see instances of cultural prejudice, religious disagreement and even bigotry, suspicion and social division.  

What are some of the ways Jesus cuts across these lines and how does the woman at the well react to His 

engagement with her? ______________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________  

Now imagine similar divides in our own time and place and reflect on ways Jesus (and His church) might still 

be called to cross these lines. 

 Wednesday, August 12  Read John 7:25-39 

Belief in Jesus is about being where Jesus is, physically and spirituality, which is why the Pharisees could not 
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find Him. What aspects of selfishness, willful ignorance and ego separate people from Christ today?  Where 

are you tempted to pull away? _______________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What sort of “streams of living water” do you experience through your relationship with Jesus Christ.  ______ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Thursday, August 13  Read Galatians 3:21-29 

In Galatia the church was divided between those who strictly adhered to the Jewish Law and those who did 

not, each side thinking themselves more “correct” or “holy.”  How many of our modern divisions are rooted 

in the same sense of self righteousness or, at the very least, narrow self assurance? _____________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

How does Paul address this motivation and how might the same remedy apply to the divisions we face?  

_________________________________________________________________________________________  

Friday, August 14   Read Matthew 5:13-16 

Like the passage from John, we’ll be using this section as a guide to understanding what Christ calls us to be 

for and in the world.  What does salt do for the things to which it is added? ___________________________  

What might that suggest, using specific examples, about our own service and ministry? __________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What are some of the important benefits of light and how is that descriptive of the work and mission of the 

church?  Again think of specific examples. _______________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Saturday, August 15   Read Luke 10:1-11 

Jesus sends his disciples out to embody the reality of God’s Kingdom breaking into the world.  What does this 

passage suggest are the characteristics of that Kingdom (such that they can say it has come near!)? ________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What might that tell us about our own interaction with the world as disciples? _________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Note that even in the best of circumstances, such Kingdom-bringing is not always accepted or appreciated. 


