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Words From Wendy 

One of the things we did at our January 
session/deacon meetings was revise our guiding 
principles. They serve as reminders of God’s 
presence with us and ways to respond to challenges 
and stresses. We have 6 of them, which I offer to you 
along with my reflections on each:      
  
A. God is for us.  It is easy to forget this. We look 
at the challenges around us it’s easy to be 

overwhelmed. It helps to remember that God is on our 
side, strengthening us and guiding us through the storms of life. 
B. God is at work in us, through us, and around us. This reflects our vision 
statement and reminds us that God uses us to do God’s work in the world.  
C. Watch, learn, and participate in what God is doing. God is at work in the 
world, and we need to watch for where that is happening, learn from it, and join in and 
build on the work as we partner with God to bring light into a hurting world. 
D. Be not afraid. Throughout the Bible we are told not to be afraid. That can be 
challenging, given all the things that are going on in the world. 
E. Turn your worries and hopes into prayers. We need to be more intentional in 
turning to God in prayer for our hopes and worries. When we pray, let’s let go and 
trust God. 
F. God’s got our backs There are times when we feel overwhelmed or alone. At 
times like that it is helpful to remember that God is with us always. God’s got our 
backs, and we don’t face life challenges alone. 

Living into Our Vision  
Showing Christ around 
us: Prayers and Squares 
had their quilts on display 
on the bell tables as they 
prepared to donate them. 
They had made twin size 
quilts for Sleep in 
Heavenly Peace, an 
organization that builds beds for children who don’t have them. They also had infant 
and toddler size quilts to go to Shared Pregnancy Women’s Center. They had 
received quilts our quilters made through Country Stitches, and donated some fabric 
to make additional quilts, which was featured in some of the quilts on display. Each of 
these quilts has a label that states it was made by Delta Presbyterian Church. We are 
showing the love of Christ to each of the families who will receive those quilts. It will 
be a visible reminder of God’s love and grace.   

Community Forum   
We are preparing to restart the Community Forums. We 
had them monthly before Covid, and had some difficult 
conversations/programs on the opioid crisis, gun 
violence, and dealing with the issues of aging. Initially, 
we plan on doing them about once a quarter. We are 
making arrangements with the Justice League of Greater 
Lansing for a program on racism and the mission of the 
Justice League. Watch for more details. 
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Book Study 

The discussion of Hope:  A User’s Manual continues on Wednesday at 1:30 via zoom, and at 11:15 Sunday 

morning in the sanctuary. The book is thought provoking and offers us plenty of things to ponder over the 

week. Here is an excerpt from the section entitled Hope Is What We Do. 

One of my heroes, Mitri Raheb, is a Lutheran pastor 

in Bethlehem—yes, that Bethlehem—and president 

of the Dar Al-Kalima University College of Arts and 

Culture. His entire life since the age of five has 

taken place under occupation. A self-described 

“prisoner of hope,” Raheb could have left the 

region, as so many Palestinian Christians have. 

Instead he faithfully labors on behalf of his people 

and his homeland, imagining a liberated future for 

Palestine.  

This labor comes at a cost. He recalls giving up a high school graduation party after a classmate was 

imprisoned following a peaceful protest. He and his wife never had a wedding reception when they married in 

1989. A year later, his young family along with others in the region faced the threat of poisonous gas attacks 

from Saddam Hussein. “It’s hard to start over so many times,” Raheb says. “Occupation touches lives in 

horrible ways.”  

And yet his motto—his statement of faith—is “hope is what we do.” I love the double meaning: hope is “what 

we do” in the sense of the business we’re in, like “writing and coaching is what I do.” But even deeper is this: 

Hope is wrapped up in what we make real. Hope isn’t what we think. Hope isn’t what we feel. Hope isn’t even 

what we imagine is possible. Hope is what we do in the face of suffering, pain, and injustice. Hope is what we 

do in the face of depression’s dull weight or grief’s harsh sting. Hope is what we do. 

From:  Dana, MaryAnn McKibben. Hope: A User's Manual (p. 50). Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co.. Kindle 

Edition.  

One Great Hour of Sharing 

One of the special offerings we receive each year in support of the 

larger ministry of our denomination is One Great Hour of Sharing. This 

offering supports 3 programs of the denomination: Presbyterian 

Disaster Assistance (PDA), Presbyterian Hunger Program (PHP), and 

Self-Development of People (SDOP). All of these ministries are 

focused on equipping individuals and communities to address local 

problems.  

PDA recently sent a volunteer team to the Lansing area to support and 

equip us to minister to those who are hurting in the aftermath of the 

shooting at MSU. Studies have shown that many pastors leave within a 

few years of a disaster such as this, so PDA makes it a priority to 

minister to pastors and help us find balance. We had a wonderful 

conversation, and it was very helpful. They also stated their willingness 

to come back if needed. Their ministry in support of our ministry is 

made possible by the One Great Hour of Sharing offering. These 

programs make a difference all around the world. 

 

 



Spotlight on Mission:  
Thank you to all who donated to the Dimondale Presbyterian 
Church Food Pantry. This month we are collecting personal needs 
items. 

 

 

 

 

Per capita  

Just a short message as a reminder that this is the time of year 
that we accept donations toward the per capita.  The per 
capita for 2023 is $39.10.  Just make your checks out to Delta 
Presbyterian Church and in the memo line indicate it is for per 
capita.  If you received offering envelopes there is a special 
envelope for this donation and please donate for each Delta 
member in your family.  Please help us meet this expense that 
is used to cover costs of the administrative portions of the 
budgets of Presbytery, Synod and General Assembly. 
 

From the Session 

Annual Meeting of the Congregation and Corporation will be 

following worship on Sunday, March 19. We will be receiving the annual 

report, approving pastor’s terms of call, electing members of the 

Nominating Committee, and going over the final budget for 2023. The 

annual report will be avilable for you to pick up on March 12th so you have time to go over it before the 

meeting. 

Committee Moderators were appointed at the February Session meeting. Sue Settle will moderate Spiritual 
Life, Sharon VanCourt will continue as Mission moderator, Doug Dykstra will continue as moderator of 
Resources and President of the Corporation, Frank Jackson will continue as Property Team moderator, and 
Nancy Ellis has agreed to take on Personnel. The committees always welcome new members, so if you are 
interested or have questions, please talk to the committee moderator. 

SESSION       DEACONS 
Class of 2023   Class of 2024     Class of 2023 
Doug Dykstra  Meredith Jackson  Maureen Dykstra Bonnie Reemsnyder 
Chuck Jennings      Trudie Frick  Jane Thomas 
Sue Settle      Geri Jennings  Art Kelley 
Nancy Ellis      

Birthdays

March 2 Jack Keys  March 21 Janice Prescott 
March 3 Nancy Ellis   March 4  Sharon VanCourt 
March 4 Mary Jarrard  March 26 Bonnie Reemsnyder 
March 7 Georgia Brown  March 26 Lena Pratt  
March 15 Wendy Benezette  March 27  Read Ross  
March 19 Roger Small  March 28 Frank Jackson  
March 21 Jo Seppala  March 31  Doug Dykstra  
March 21 Bill Stirling  



Office News 
Stacy has begun working as a Recovery Coach at Lifeboat Addiction 

Recovery. The office hours will continue to be adjusted as she settles into 

her new responsibilities there. Most days, she will work in the church 

office in the morning. There will also be days when she is away from the 

office for training or meetings. Until she completes her training and gets 

settled into a schedule there, her hours in the office will vary. Please call 

before you stop by. She will be out of the office March 13-20 for training. 

Wendy will be on vacation the week after Easter. 

 

Welcome, Chloe  

On Sunday, February 26, we welcomed Mengyao Zhao (Chloe) 

as our new pianist. We had met her when she was serving as 

pianist at Mt. Hope Presbyterian Church, and are delighted to 

welcome her to Delta. Below is her biography with some of her 

achievements. Please take time to welcome her on Sunday 

morning. 

Pianist, Mengyao Zhao has won many awards in the United 

States and China. She is the winner of Honors Concerto 

Competition at Michigan State University, "Golden Classical Music Awards" International Competition, German 

Irmler International Piano Competition, Asia International Piano Art Competition, and Hai Lun Bei Chinese New 

Piano Works Competition. She has been frequently invited to give performances and master classes 

throughout the United States and China. As a recitalist, she has performed extensively across the U.S., and 

Asia in major music venues such as Carnegie Hall in New York, Harris Concert Hall in Aspen, Mixon Hall and 

Kulas Hall in Cleveland, Cook Recital Hall in East Lansing, He Luting Concert Hall in Shanghai, Yan’an 

Theater and Ningbo Theater.  

Dr. Zhao is a piano faculty member of the Community Music School at Michigan State University, Flint Institute 

of Music and Aspen Music Festival P.A.L.S Lessons, and a part time accompanist for the Michigan State 

University. Beyond her role as a pianist and teacher, Zhao is also a founder and main organizer of Cleveland 

International Music Festival and Piano and Vocal Competition at Cleveland Institute of Music in 2018. During 

the COVID-19, she was a main organizer of Cross-Cultural Virtual Conversations with Shanghai Conservatory 

of Music, turning the restrictions on travel into an opportunity to connect online across cultures. 

Mengyao Zhao completed her Bachelor’s degree from Shanghai Conservatory of Music, where she was a 

recipient of the Chenxian Fu Scholarship. She received her Master’s degree from Cleveland Institute of Music 

with highly scholarship studied with professor Kathryn Brown and received William Kurzban Award when she 

graduated. She later completed Doctor of Musical Arts degree from Michigan State University College of 

Music, where she was awarded a full scholarship and graduate assistant to study with Professor Deborah 

Moriarty. She has now completed her second doctoral degree in collaborative piano with a full scholarship and 

graduate assistant to study with Dr. Zhihua Tang. 

 

 



Let Us Pray 

Pray for those living in the aftermath of disasters both natural (earthquakes, storms, 
etc.) and unnatural (mass shootings, train derailments, etc.). Also, include the 
following in your prayers: week of March 5: Art & Mary Jo Kelley, Jack & Susan Keys, 
Mary Koehler, and Roger & Holly LaPratt, week of March 12: Mary Ann Martin, Mark 
& Cory McElwee, Sharon McPherson and Richard & Mary Mead, week of March 19: 
Mary Meier, Bob & Ginny Noble, Marianne Oren, Marianne Oren, and Janice 
Oudbier, week of March 26: Kathy Peters, Lena Pratt, Wendy Pratt, Janice Prescott, 
and Gary & Bonnie Reemsnyder, week of April 2: Read & Sharon Ross, Anne Ryan, 
Mike & Cindy Schilling, Paul & Jo Seppala and Bill & Sue Settle.  

Prayer Care March 2, 2023 
Denise Colosky’s daughter, health concerns  

The MSU community  

Peggy Carlson, health concerns    

 

Continuing Prayers March 2, 2023 
Susan, Pat Baker’s niece, cancer  

Sharon Davis, son Ali, poor living conditions, friend of Jon Vogler 

Lisa Dingwell, health concerns  

Donna Dickert continuing health concerns  

Mark Reed, friend of Mary Ann Martin, colon cancer  
Nate Batterbee, Nancy Ellis grandnephew, recovery from massive stroke and heart surgery  
Sue Keys, continuing recovery and adjustment with broken arm. 
Flora Gilbert, health concerns 
Kathy Peters, at Masonic Home, Alma 
Sharon McPherson, health concerns 
Adam LaPratt, son of Roger & Holly LaPratt  
Holly LaPratt, health concerns 

 

Worship for Lent and Easter 

Sunday, March 5, 2023 
2nd Sunday in Lent  
Genesis 12:1-4a 
John 3:1-17 
Hope:  New Beginnings 
 

Sunday, March 12, 2023 
3rd Sunday in Lent  
Exodus 17:1-7 
Romans 5:1-11 
Hope Does Not 
Disappoint  
 

Sunday, March 19, 2023 
4th Sunday in Lent 
1 Samuel 16:1-13 
Ephesians 5:8-14 
Hope: Embracing the New 
 

Sunday, March 26, 2023 
5th Sunday in Lent 
Ezekiel 37:1-14 
John 11:1-45 
Hope:  New Life 
 
Sunday, April 2, 2023 
Palm/Passion Sunday 
Matthew 21:1-11 
Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 
Hope: A New Kind of King 
 

 
 
 



Holy Week 
Sunday, April 2, 2023 at 10:00 we will begin Holy 
Week with a celebration of Palm/Passion Sunday. 
We will remember Jesus’ triumphant entry into 
Jerusalem as the faithful gathered to celebrate 
Pentecost and the Romans increased their presence 
to keep the people in line. 

Thursday, April 6, 2023 at 7:00 we will celebrate 
Maundy Thursday with Communion and a Tenebrae 
Service. This is the night when Jesus gathered with 
his disciples in the Upper Room to share a final meal 
before his arrest. It was the night he gave us the gift 
of communion, which we will share together. It is 
also the night of his arrest, and we will remember the gathering darkness as we share the story and dim the 
lights to remember the story of Christ’s suffering and death. 

Sunday, April 9, at 10:00 we will celebrate Christ’s Resurrection. We will have a continental breakfast upstairs 
before the service. The choir will sing as we celebrate Christ’s victory over death and the hope that gives us.  

 Cause to Rejoice! 
God continues to be at work in and through us as we seek to serve God in our community. There is always 
cause to rejoice! 

   We rejoice in the repairs to the soffit at the back of the 
sanctuary. 

   We rejoice in all the people who pitched in to help move 
things out of the way for the soffit repair. 

   We rejoice in Frederick Isaac’s faithful service as our 
pianist for so many years. 

   We rejoice in our new pianist, Mengyao Zhao (Chloe) and 
the gifts she brings to the position. 

   We rejoice in the ministry and fellowship that the prayer 
shawl ministry is sharing. 

   We rejoice in Doug’s work on the prayer trail. 

   We rejoice in our tech volunteers like Art Kelley, who has spent hours working with Stacy on communication 
issues between the computer and printer (they are now on speaking terms).  

   We rejoice in the Boy Scout Troop we sponsor. One of their scouts is going to do work on the prayer trail for 
his Eagle Scout project. 

   We rejoice in the return of the coffee hour. 

   We rejoice as the office adapts to changing hours and workflow to keep things moving along.  

What gives you cause to rejoice around Delta? Let us know and we will include it here next month. 

 

 

 



March 2023 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 
9:30 Prayers and 
Squares  
1:30 Hope: A 
User’s Manual  

2 
6:30 LAP 
Quilters 

3 4 

5 
2nd Sunday in 
Lent  
Change for 
Change 
Communion  
10am Worship 
11:15 Hope: A 
User’s Manual  

6 
1:30 Prayer 
Shawl Group  
6:00 Girl Scouts  
6:30 Boy Scouts  

7 8 
9:30 Prayers and 
Squares  
10:00 Property 
Meeting  
1:30 Hope: A 
User’s Manual  

9 10 11 

12 
3rd Sunday in 
Lent  
9:15 Choir 
Rehearsal  
10am Worship 
11:15 Hope: A 
User’s Manual  

13 
1:30 Prayer 
Shawl Group  
6:00 Girl Scouts  
6:30 Boy Scouts  

14 15 
9:30 Prayers and 
Squares  
1:30 Hope: A 
User’s Manual  

16 17 18 

19 
4th Sunday in 
Lent  
10am Worship 
11:15 Hope: A 
Users Manual  

20 
1:30 Prayer 
Shawl Group  
6:00 Girl Scouts  
6:30 Boy Scouts 
7:00 Session 
(Zoom)  

21 22 
9:30 Prayers and 
Squares  
1:30 Hope: A 
Users Manual  
  
  

23 24 25 

26 
5th Sunday in 
Lent  
10am Worship 
11:15 Hope: A 
User’s Manual  

27 
1:30 Prayer 
Shawl Group  
6:00 Girl Scouts  
6:30 Boy Scouts 
7:00 OCD 
Support   
7:00 Mission 
Committee  

28 29 
9:30 Prayers and 
Squares  
1:30 Hope: A 
User’s Manual  

30 31   

 

Updated Calendar 

Check out the church website for an up-to-date calendar at www.deltapresby.org. Thanks to Art for his work 
keeping it current. 

 

http://www.deltapresby.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Announcements 

Let Us Know. When you have prayer requests, would like a visit, are going to be out of town, or have a 
change in your contact information, please email the office at office@deltapresby.org or call and leave a 
message on voicemail. 

Ambassadors. Delta’s newsletter, The Ambassador, is sent out once a month. If you are currently NOT 
receiving this newsletter by email and would like to, please let the office know and we will put you on the email 
list. 

Communication. We will be posting important updates on our website:  www.deltapresby.org and on our 
Facebook page.  If you have not liked our Facebook page yet, please do so that you will be able to see the 
updates. If you are not currently receiving updates by email and would like to, please email  
office@deltapresby.org and let us know. If you no longer want to receive email and prefer to receive news and 
information via U.S. Mail, please call the office and leave a voice mail if the office is closed. 

Contributions. If you are not attending worship, please mail or drop off your offerings to the church. Twice a 
month Jim Constandt and Fran Johnston will come in to take care of them and get them deposited. 

Website Calendar. If you have events that need to go on the website calendar, please let Art Kelley know.   

Papergator. Feed our Papergator! The paper, books, and cardstock are recycled and the church is paid for the 

amount collected. 

 

The Ambassador 
The Ambassador 
Delta Presbyterian Church 
6100 W. Michigan Ave. 
Lansing MI  48917 
Phone:  517-321-3569 
E-mail:  office@deltapresby.org 

  

March 2, 2023 

CHURCH STAFF 

Pastor:  Wendy S. Pratt 

Admin. Asst: Stacy Elliott 

Clerk of Session: Meredith Jackson 

Treasurer: Joe Frick 

Co-Treasurer: Bill Stirling 

Financial Secretary: Fran Johnston 

Accompanist: Mengyao Zhao (Chloe) 

Adult Choir Dir.: Ellen Jackson 

Website Coordinator: Art Kelley 

“We are ambassadors for Christ, God making 
His appeal through us.”  II Cor 5:20 . 

We’re on the Web! 
www.deltapresby.org 

mailto:office@deltapresby.org
http://www.deltapresby.org/
mailto:office@deltapresby.org

