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Words From Wendy 

In January, we had our first session/deacon 
planning meetings since Covid began. It was a 
different format, split over two Sunday 
afternoons. We reflected on the health of the 
church and what God is calling us to be and 
do. Delta is a healthy church and our goal is to 
strengthen our vitality over the next year.   

We are working to strengthen our 
communication and visibility. We will be making more 
use of FaceBook and resuming our community forums 
on a quarterly basis. Nancy Ellis has volunteered to 
work on news releases. We are also going to update 
the website and make more use of the sign. 

The session is also going on to work on prioritizing our ministries. Which are serving our 
vision and goals, and which ones should be eliminated so energy can be focused elsewhere? 

We also looked at changes that were made during Covid and which ones we want to 
continue: 

• Coffee hour will resume on February 5. We will have a sign up sheet on the 
Commitment Center to bring a snack for coffee hour and clean up afterwards. 

• We are going to continue to wave for the passing of the peace. 

• We will be resuming fellowship meals at some point in the future, though maybe 
not on a monthly basis initially. 

• We are also going to have a sign-up sheet on the Commitment Center for 
greeters. We aren’t asking you to shake hands, but we do ask you to greet people and 
open doors. 

• We are going to continue to have things on the table for you to pick up or drop off 
on the way in (or out).  

o The buckets for Change for Change 

o An offering plate 

o The one page order of worship with prayer care and announcements 

o Large print lyrics for hymns 

o Communion elements 

• The community forums will return on a quarterly basis. 

• The strategic planning team is going to begin working again as we plan for life 
beyond my retirement (in just over 2 years.) 

I am excited about the plans we have made and the health and vitality of the congregation. 
Pray for our work together, and if you have ideas or want to become more involved, talk to a 
session member or me.  This year’s session includes Doug Dykstra, Nancy Ellis, Chuck 
Jennings, Sue Settle, and Meredith Jackson, who serves as clerk. 
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Living into Our Vision  
Strengthening Christ in us: Lent begins with 
Ash Wednesday on February 22. Lent is a time of 
preparation, as we prepare ourselves for the 
significance of Christ’s death and resurrection. 
This year’s theme will be hope, and will include a 
study of the book, Hope A User’s Manual, by 
MaryAnn McKibben Dana. The book includes six 
sections broken down into smaller sections with 
reflection questions. The topics include What Hope Is Not, What Hope Is, Hope Lives in the Body, Hope 
Travels in Story, The Practice of Hope, and Hope Beyond Hope.  This book is timely, it was released on 
August 30, so it covers some of the impacts Covid has had on our lives.  The book is available on Amazon. 
The Kindle version is $16.14, the paperback is $16.99. If you need help ordering or paying for it, talk to 
Wendy. We will offer the study in two formats on two different days. On Wednesdays, we will offer it via zoom 
at 1:30, beginning February 22. We will also offer an opportunity for an in person session on Sundays 
immediately following worship. That class will begin February 26. Contact Wendy with any questions or 
comments. There is a sign up sheet on the Commitment Center. 

Sharing Christ among us: Here is opportunity to both share and show. A prayer shawl ministry will meet at 
the church at 1:30 Monday afternoons. Janice Prescott, who moved here from New Mexico and joined the 
church, explains the ministry: We are starting a new program to "shine" in our community. We have a book on 
knitting or crocheting prayer shawls for those who need prayer. The book has prayers to say while knitting, 
before and after knitting as well as patterns and pictures. If you have a favorite pattern that can be used, we 
can do that also. We can do this independently or meet for a social time. If you are interested in joining us to 
make other projects like hats, socks, or mittens we can do that too. A prayer shawl was recently given to 
Peggy while she recovers from pneumonia. If you are interested and are at church Sunday, we can discuss 
the possibilities there. Bring your suggestions and I will bring the book.  

Looking forward, Janice Prescott  

Showing Christ around us: This month we are collecting canned goods for the food pantry at the Dimondale 
Presbyterian Church. The last Sunday to bring in socks is Sunday, February 12, and we will collect canned 
goods throughout February. In March, we will shift to personal needs items. We also continue to distribute 
quilts, hats, scarves, and soon, prayer shawls. 

 

Financial Update 
Thank you, thank you, thank you! We started the 
year anticipating a large deficit and ended with a 
surplus. 2022 giving was higher than 2021 giving, 
and pledges for 2023 are higher than they were 
in 2022. Of course, inflation will have an impact 
this year, and as we make more use of our 
building, costs will go up. We may have enough 
money to distribute extra to mission and property. 
Per policy, we need enough in unrestricted 
reserves to cover 3 months of expenses and any 
planned deficit. Any money we have above that 
can be distributed. We are off to a good start with 
our giving, please keep it up. 

 

 

 



 

Property Team 
Have you noticed some 
improvements around the church? 
The property team has been at 
work, and their accomplishments 
are many.  

• They have been replacing 
our old lighting with LED 
lights.  

• They had the refrigerator in the downstairs kitchen, which no longer worked, removed.  

• They added a sump pump alarm to the alarm system.  

• Ordered and replaced furnace filters. 

• Had one furnace repaired. 

• Ordered and installed a new AED (defibrillator). 

• Brush hogged the area west of the parking lot. 

• Installed grates over east attic vent and taken other measures to prevent raccoons from entering the 
building and deter them in their ongoing search for entry points. 

• Cleared and done maintenance on the prayer trails. 

• Signed a contract to repair the exterior soffit on the east side of the building. 

• Scheduled estimates for soffit repair in sanctuary. 

• Spent time trouble shooting various thermostats. Hint: They do a better job heating when they are set 
for heat rather than air conditioning. 

• Followed up with recall on one furnace. 

• Shampooed carpet in hall, office, and choir room. 

• Installed shelves in the banner closet at the back of the sanctuary. 

• Rearranged and cleaned out storage room. 

• Installed cladding on post near front entrance (and reinstalled shark teeth as a raccoon deterrent.) 

• Replaced warped shelf in the quilting room. 

• Glued loose wall paper. 

• Spackled holes in drywall.  

Thank you, property team, for all your hard work on building maintenance! If you’d like to join the fun, they 
meet on the first Wednesday of the month at 10:00. 

 
SESSION       DEACONS 

Class of 2023   Class of 2024     Class of 2023 
Doug Dykstra  Meredith Jackson  Maureen Dykstra Bonnie Reemsnyder 
Chuck Jennings      Trudie Frick  Jane Thomas 
Sue Settle      Geri Jennings  Art Kelley 
Nancy Ellis      

 

Spotlight on Mission:  
Our toasty toes campaign finishes February 12.  

In February, we will also be collecting canned goods for the food pantry at the Dimondale Presbyterian Church. 



“Let Us Pray” 

  Please pray for the Session and Deacon planning meeting on January 15, that we 
may hear and follow God’s plan for this congregation. Also, include the following in 
your prayers: week of February 5: Stacy & Trenten Elliott, Nancy Ellis, John & Jane 
Elsinga, and Mark & Kelli Fech, week of February 12: Rhonda Fort, Joe & Trudie 
Frick, Kris Fry, Betty Gaffney, and Flora Gilbert, week of February 19: Julianne 
Hebert, Holly Henning, Helen Hogan, Fred Isaac, and Frank & Ellen Jackson, week 
of February 26: Meredith Jackson, Mary Jarrard, Chuck & Geri Jennings Frances 

Johnston, and Larry & Janet Johnston, week of March 5: Art & Mary Jo Kelley, Jack & Susan Keys, 
Mary Koehler, and Roger & Holly LaPratt. 

Prayer Care February 2, 2023 
Ken Wilbur, father of Chuck Wilbur, hospice  
Peggy Carlson, health concerns, at home  
Jon Vogler, pinched nerve 

Continuing Prayers February 2, 2023 
Susan, Pat Baker’s niece, cancer  
Anita Stratton, and her mom Greta DeWolf, Anita has mental health struggles and lives in a different state, 

friend of Jon Vogler  
Sharon Davis, son Ali, poor living conditions, friend of Jon Vogler 
Lisa Dingwell, health concerns  
Jack VanCourt, health concerns  
First Presbyterian Church of Dimondale, retirement of their pastor 
Rick K, friend of Jon Vogler, mental health, anxiety and OCD 
Donna Dickert continuing health concerns  
Larry Johnston, health concerns 
Mark Reed, friend of Mary Ann Martin, colon cancer  
Nate Batterbee, Nancy Ellis grandnephew, recovery from massive stroke and heart surgery  
Sue Keys, continuing recovery and adjustment with broken arm. 
Flora Gilbert, health concerns 
Kathy Peters, at Masonic Home, Alma 
Sharon McPherson, health concerns 
Adam LaPratt, son of Roger & Holly LaPratt  
Jackie Bishop, ongoing back pain 
Michael Jordan, now stationed in Italy, grandson of Flora Gilbert 
Suzanne Butler and family, Mary Ann Martin's daughter, home, health concerns. 
Holly LaPratt, health concerns 

Birthdays 

February 1 Eli Bishop  March 19 Roger Small 
February 1 Jackson Bishop  March 21 Jo Seppala 
February 7 Julianne Hebert  March 21 Bill Stirling 
February 13 Elizabeth Nichols  March 21  Janice Prescott 
February 27 Mary Ann Martin  March 24  Sharon VanCourt 
February 28 Brad Venman   March 26 Bonnie Reemsnyder 
March 2 Jack Keys   March 26 Lena Pratt 
March 3 Nancy Ellis   March 27 Read Ross  
March 4 Mary Jarrard         March 28 Frank Jackson  
March 7 Georgia Brown      March 31 Doug Dykstra  
March 15 Wendy Benezette      April 5  Mary Jo Kelley 

 



Worship for 2023 
 

Sunday, February 5, 2023 
5th Sunday after the Epiphany 
1 Corinthians 2:1-13 
Matthew 5:13-20 
Salt of the Earth 
 

Sunday, February 12, 2023 
6th Sunday after the Epiphany 
1 Corinthians 3:1-9 
Matthew 5:21-37 
God Given Growth 
 
Sunday, February 19, 2023 
Transfiguration Sunday 
2 Peter 1:16-21 

Matthew 17:1-9 
Listen! 
 
Sunday, February 26, 2023 
1st Sunday in Lent  
Psalm 32 
Matthew 4:1-11 
Hope: Resisting Temptation 
 
Sunday, March 5, 2023 
2nd Sunday in Lent  
Genesis 12:1-4a 
John 3:1-17 
Hope:  New Beginnings 
 
 

Sunday, March 12, 2023 
3rd Sunday in Lent  
Exodus 17:1-7 
Romans 5:1-11 
Hope Does Not Disappoint  
 

   The days are getting longer 
and some robins have been 
seen (yes, here in Michigan). 
There is always cause to 
rejoice! 

   We rejoice in our healthy 
finances. 

   We rejoice in our new 
member, Denise Colosky, who 
joins us from Mt. Hope 
Presbyterian Church 

   We rejoice in all of Bill 
Stirling’s hard work on our 
finances. Issues with the 
church windows updates 
made the work more 
frustrating than usual. 

   We rejoice in our new high 
speed internet and thank Bill 
for his work on it. 

   We rejoice that the alarm 
system update is complete, including an alarm on the sump pump. We thank Doug Dykstra for his patience 
and persistence in seeing this long project through to completion. 

   We rejoice in all the work the property team has been doing (and scheduling contracts) caring for our aging 
building. We are grateful for the time they spend and the money they save us.  

   We rejoice in the hope we are claiming as we move into the season of Lent. 

   We rejoice in all our faithful volunteers who keep things running. 

What gives you cause to rejoice around Delta? Let us know and we will include it here next month. 



February 2023 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 
9:30 Prayers and 
Squares  

2 
6:30 LAP 
Quilters 

3 4 

5 
5th Sunday after 
Epiphany  
Change for 
Change  
Communion 
10am Worship 

6 
1:30 Prayer 
Shawl Group 
6:00 Girl Scouts  
6:30 Boy Scouts  

7 
2:00 Deacons 
(Zoom) 

8 
9:30 Prayers and 
Squares  

9 10 11 

12 
6th Sunday after 
Epiphany  
10am Worship 

13 
1:30 Prayer 
Shawl Group 
6:00 Girl Scouts  
6:30 Boy Scouts 
7:00  Resources 
Committee 

14 15 
9:30 Prayers and 
Squares  

16 17 18 

19 
Transfiguration 
of the Lord  
Personal Needs  
10am Worship 

20 

1:30 Prayer 
Shawl Group 
6:00 Girl Scouts  
6:30 Boy Scouts  
7:00 Session  
  
President’s Day  

21 22 
Ash Wednesday 
9:30 Prayers and 
Squares  
1:30 Hope book 
study via zoom  

23 24 25 

26 
1st Sunday in 
Lent  
10am Worship 
11:15 Hope: A 
Users Manual  

27 
1:30 Prayer 
Shawl Group 
6:00 Girl Scouts  
6:30 Boy Scouts 
7:00 OCD 
Support   

28         

 
Updated Calendar 

Check out the church website for an up-to-date calendar at www.deltapresby.org. Thanks to Art for his work 
keeping it current. 

 

http://www.deltapresby.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Announcements 

Let Us Know. When you have prayer requests, would like a visit, are going to be out of town, or have a 
change in your contact information, please email the office at office@deltapresby.org or call and leave a 
message on voicemail. 

Ambassadors. Delta’s newsletter, The Ambassador, is sent out once a month. If you are currently NOT 
receiving this newsletter by email and would like to, please let the office know and we will put you on the email 
list. 

Communication. We will be posting important updates on our website:  www.deltapresby.org and on our 
Facebook page.  If you have not liked our Facebook page yet, please do so that you will be able to see the 
updates. If you are not currently receiving updates by email and would like to, please email  
office@deltapresby.org and let us know. If you no longer want to receive email and prefer to receive news and 
information via U.S. Mail, please call the office and leave a voice mail if the office is closed. 

Contributions. If you are not attending worship, please mail or drop off your offerings to the church. Twice a 
month Jim Constandt and Fran Johnston will come in to take care of them and get them deposited. 

Website Calendar. If you have events that need to go on the website calendar, please let Art Kelley know.   

Papergator. Feed our Papergator! The paper, books, and cardstock are recycled and the church is paid for the 

amount collected. 

 

The Ambassador 
The Ambassador 
Delta Presbyterian Church 
6100 W. Michigan Ave. 
Lansing MI  48917 
Phone:  517-321-3569 
E-mail:  office@deltapresby.org 

  

February 2, 2023 

CHURCH STAFF 

Pastor:  Wendy S. Pratt 

Admin. Asst: Stacy Elliott 

Clerk of Session: Meredith Jackson 

Treasurer: Joe Frick 

Co-Treasurer: Bill Stirling 

Financial Secretary: Fran Johnston 

Accompanist: Frederick Isaac 

Adult Choir Dir.: Ellen Jackson 

Website Coordinator: Art Kelley 

“We are ambassadors for Christ, God making 
His appeal through us.”  II Cor 5:20 . 

We’re on the Web! 
www.deltapresby.org 

mailto:office@deltapresby.org
http://www.deltapresby.org/
mailto:office@deltapresby.org

