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Words From Wendy 

  After a couple of summers here, I decided to take out 
the huge lilac bush in my backyard. I love lilacs, but this 
bush didn’t like to produce lilacs. I thought I would get 
another bush at some point. I cut it down, and then 
started on the roots. I was able to get some of them out, 
but not all of them. As a result, I still have a lilac bush, 
and it even produces flowers!  

  In Isaiah 11:1, we are promised that “A shoot shall come out from the stump of 
Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots.” This is our theme for advent this year: New 
Life. Our Chrismon will be the tree of life. Advent is a time of watchfulness, as we remember 
Christ’s promised return and ultimate victory. It is a time to look for the new things God is 
always doing, for the new life that is always there. It is a time of miracles, of celebrating the 
God who brings new life to an old stump, and new beginnings and opportunities to all of us.   

Living into Our Vision  
On December 7, Stacy will be advancing to 

level 5 of her probation, 2 months ahead of 
schedule. Her success shows us what 
happens when we truly show Christ around 
us. In the darkness of jail and rehab, we 
showed her the light of Christ with our 
postcards and support. We accepted her as 
a beloved child of God at a time when she 

was struggling to believe she was worthy of God’s love. We supported her and were flexible 
with her so she could fulfill all the requirements of her probation. With the help of our 
acceptance, love, and support, she has been able to succeed, and on January 7 will celebrate 
2 years of sobriety. That is the power of showing Christ around us on one life.   

Christmas Concert 
The Capital City Ringers, under the direction of Mark Loring, will be in  
concert here at Delta on Saturday, December 3, at 7 pm. CCR’s 39th 
annual holiday concert is entitled bRinging Back Christmas and features 
arrangements of familiar carols and holiday favorites. In addition to more 
than 150 Malmark handbells and hand chimes, CCR’s family-oriented 
concert includes a variety of percussion instruments, bass guitar, and 
keyboard. Come and experience the music of CCR! Donations will be gladly 

accepted. Visit www.capitalcityringers.com for more details or call the church at 
517-321-3569. 

Christmas Worship 
Christmas Eve, Saturday, December 24, we will gather at 7:00 for 
our traditional candlelight service. The choir will be singing.   

Christmas Day, Sunday, December 25, we will have worship at 
10:00, as usual. The service will focus on carols and stories. 
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Stewardship  
We will discuss finances and stewardship at the congregational meeting following 
worship on November 27. The following week you will receive the stewardship 
letter, which will have the budget, helpful information, and a pledge card. We will 
be dedicating pledges in worship on December 11 and 18. Please take time to 
prayerfully consider your commitment for the coming year. 

Opportunities to Serve and Learn 
Celebration Choir:  We’re back! Celebration Choir will have their first rehearsal on Sunday, December 4, at 
9:00 a.m. We will sing during worship that day. We will also be singing on Christmas Eve and will gather at 6:15 
to rehearse. The goal is to sing in worship one Sunday a month, with rehearsals before church on the Sundays 
we sing. Ellen Jackson has agreed to direct and will focus on familiar anthems.  

For more information, please email Ellen Jackson at ejsews@yahoo.com  Thank you. 

Congregational Meeting:  We will have a congregational meeting on Sunday, November 27 right after 

worship. We will be electing new elders and deacons. There will also be an opportunity to discuss finances and 

the budget for 2023. While we had a deficit budget going into this year, at this point it looks like we will have a 

very small or even no deficit at the end of the year. Thank you for your ongoing generosity. 

Hanging of the Greens:  We will finish the decorating with the hanging of the greens following worship on 
Sunday, November 27. 

Sign up to light the Advent wreath:  We are looking for people who are willing to light the Advent Wreath for 
us this year. There is a sign-up sheet on the Commitment Center. It is very simple this year, so we only need 
one person each Sunday (though you are welcome to do it as a couple or family). 

Delta’s Prayer and Squares  

Delta’s Prayers and Squares Quilting Group has been busy all year.  This fall they 

donated 63 quilts to an organization that acts as a clearing house for many local 

charities and refugee organizations that have a need for such items.  Some of 

these organizations include, but not limited to:  Ronald McDonald House, Eve’s 

House, Mason Community Center.  Quilts donated were: 11 small wheelchair or 

baby size, 39 lap size, 10 twin size, 3 larger than twin. Way to go Quilters!  

Message from Deacons 

It is that time of the year again to collect donations from our congregation for Church Staff Christmas gifts, 
thanking them for their service during this past year. If you choose to participate, please make checks payable 
to Delta Presbyterian Church and leave them in the Offering box or leave at the church office. Please make a 
notation on your check that this donation is for the Staff Christmas gifts. Thank you for your consideration. 

Funeral Reception Policy 
Facing the realities of an aging congregation and the challenges that creates for some of the things we have 
always done, the deacons recently wrote a new policy for funeral receptions. We will provide cookies/desserts 
and hot and cold beverages at the back of the sanctuary. It will be free for up to 100 people. There will be a $3 
charge for each person over 100. 

The downstairs is open for funeral meals, however we will no longer prepare the food. We will, however, set up 
and take down, and provide the names of caterers for you to arrange a meal. 

Updated Directories 
Updated directories are available at the Commitment Center. If you would like to have a PDF of the directory 
emailed to you, please contact Stacy at office@deltapresby.org. 
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SESSION       DEACONS   
Class of ‘22   Class of ‘24            Class of ‘22 
Doug Dykstra   Meredith Jackson  Maureen Dykstra Bonnie Reemsnyder 
Jane Elsinga       Trudie Frick  Laurie Stirling 
Chuck Jennings      Geri Jennings 
Sue Settle       Art Kelley 
Jane Thomas         

“Let Us Pray” 

  Please pray for the upcoming elections, that the outcome would reflect God’s will for 
us. Also, include the following in your prayers: week of December 4: Anne Ryan, 
Mike & Cindy Schilling, Inez Schuldies, Paul & Jo Seppala, and Bill & Sue Settle, 
week of December 11: Roger & Janet Small, Bill & Laurie Stirling, Margaret Strange, 
Ralph & Susan Swan, and Jane Thomas, week of December 18: Ed Troshak, Jack & 
Sharon VanCourt, Brad Venman, Jon Vogler, and Chuck Wilbur, week of December 
25: Dan, Anna Marie, Isaiah, Ethan, Aiden & Olivia Woloszyn, Ken & Jessica Wright, 

and Vicki Zaikowski.  

Prayer Care November 23, 2022 
Don Chesney, broken hip, Jan Oudbier’s brother  
Jane Elsinga, sciatica  
Dorothy Franke, Friend of Stacy, health concerns  
Lisa Dingwell, health concerns  
Jack VanCourt, health concerns  
The members and friends of Mt. Hope Presbyterian Church, transitioning in ministry 
First Presbyterian Church of Dimondale, upcoming retirement  
Jim Dexter, health concerns  
Carolyn Elliott, health concerns and grief  
Rick K, friend of Jon Vogler, mental health, anxiety, and OCD  
Donna Dickert continuing health concerns  

Continuing Prayers November 23, 2022 
Larry Johnston, health concerns 
Mark Reed, friend of Mary Ann Martin, colon cancer  
Marianne Oren broke both legs, recovering at home  
Nate Batterbee, Nancy Ellis grandnephew, recovery from massive stroke and heart surgery  
Sue Keys, continuing recovery and adjustment with broken arm. 
Flora Gilbert, health concerns 
Kathy Peters, at Masonic Home, Alma 
Sharon McPherson, health concerns 
Adam LaPratt, son of Roger & Holly LaPratt  
Jackie Bishop, ongoing back pain 
Michael Jordan, now stationed in Italy, grandson of Flora Gilbert 
Suzanne Butler and family, Mary Ann Martin's daughter, home, health concerns. 
Holly LaPratt, health concerns 

Birthdays 

December 1 Joe Frick  December 13 Peggy Carlson 
December 6 Ellen Jackson  December 16 Geri Jennings 
December 6 Holly Brock  December 18 Kellie Fech 
December 7 Stacy Elliott  December 18 Jessica Wright 
December 8 Steven Bishop  December 20 Susan Keys 
December 8 Erica Jennings  December 20 Meredith Jackson 
December 9 Holly LaPratt  December 21 Luke Wright 
December 9 Anna Marie Woloszyn      December 31 Eva May 



Spotlight on Mission: Adopt a Family 
 This year, Delta's December mission project is sponsoring a pair of families through an Adopt-A-
Family program.  These families both live in the City of Lansing, and circumstances are such that 
extra assistance is appreciated. 

Here are details... 

Family A 

One female Parent - likes self-care items such as doing nails, eating chocolate, etc. 

4-year-old Boy - 5T in clothes, likes Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles 

4th Grade Girl - 16 in juniors in joggers/sweats, medium in women's shirts ("not picky" as far as interests go) 

5th Grade Boy - 3XL in men's, no jeans, likes joggers/sweats.("not picky" as far as interests go) 

Biggest needs are house items such as towels, glasses, soap, tissues, etc. 

The other family, Family B, has only given information about the child enrolled in a school Meredith works 
at.  This would be a 7th grade girl.  She wears size 16 girls pants, adult medium shirts. 

We are also providing the food for a Christmas meal for each family. 

To sign up to bring something, come to the gold giving tree in the commitment center to take a tag or two for 
an item to donate.  You can return the item to Delta by Sunday, December 19. 

If you have any questions, please contact Meredith at meredithlynnjackson@yahoo.com.   

Donations of books are welcome.  Meredith has access to reading levels of the older children to help figure out 
what to get.   

Donations of cash to cover items from the tree not signed up for are welcome. 

 

Sunday, December 4, 2022 
2nd Sunday of Advent  
Communion  
Isaiah 11:1-10 
Romans 15:4-13 

A Fresh Start  
 
Sunday, December 11, 2022 
3rd Sunday of Advent  
Isaiah 35:1-10 
Luke 1:46-55 
Role Reversals  
 
Sunday, December 18, 2022 
4th Sunday in Advent 
Romans 1:1-7 
Matthew 1:18-25 
New Ways  

 
Saturday, December 24 
Christmas Eve 7:00 pm 
Isaiah 9:2-7 
Luke 2:1-20 
New Life 
 
Sunday, December 25, 2022 
Nativity of the Lord/ 
Christmas Day  
Stories and Carols

Cause to Rejoice 
  Once again we look around for the new life and light that Jesus 
brings, as we await Christmas and anticipate his promised return.  
This gives us plenty of reasons to rejoice. 

  We rejoice in the birth of Jesus, and the promise of his return. 

  We rejoice in the willingness of people to participate in various 
mission projects. In November hats and quilts were donated to various organizations that support those in 
need. There are still plenty of hats that you are encouraged to distribute. 

   We rejoice that we will be able to worship together this year on Christmas Eve and that the choir will be 
singing. 

mailto:meredithlynnjackson@yahoo.com


   We rejoice that the nominating committee has a full slate of officers for the coming year, and in the people 
who have served and those who are willing to begin service. 

   We rejoice in the election of Chrissy Westbury as the new associate executive for the Presbytery of Lake 
Michigan 

   We rejoice that Stacy has been doing so well with her probation that she has been invited to advance to the 
next level 2 months early.  

What gives you cause to rejoice around Delta?  Let us know and we will include it here next month. 

December 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

        1 2 3 
7 pm Capital City 
Ringers 
Christmas 
Concert  

4 

2nd Sunday Of 
Advent  
Change for 
Change 
Communion 
10 am Worship 

5 
6:00 Girl Scouts  
6:30 pm Boy 
Scouts  

6 7 
9:30 am Prayers 
& Squares  

8 9 10 
10 am MI 
Cookier Group  

11 

3rd Sunday Of 
Advent 
10 am Worship 

12 
6:00 Girl Scouts  
6:30 pm Boy 
Scouts  

13 14 
9:30 am Prayers 
& Squares  

15 16 17 

18 

4th Sunday Of 
Advent  
Personal Needs  
10 am Worship 

19 
6:00 Girl Scouts  
6:30 Boy Scouts 
7pm Session 
(Zoom)   

20 21 
9:30 am Prayers 
& Squares 

22 23 24 
Christmas Eve  
7pm Worship  

25 

Nativity Of The 
Lord Sunday 
Christmas Day 
10 am Worship 
  
  

26 
Office Closed  
6:00 Girl Scouts  
6:30 pm Boy 
Scouts  
7pm OCD 
Support  

27 
Office Closed  

28 
Office Closed 

29 
Office Closed 

30 
Office Closed 

31 

Updated Calendar 

Check out the church website for an up-to-date calendar at www.deltapresby.org. Thanks to Art for his work 
keeping it current. 
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Announcements 

Let Us Know. When you have prayer requests, would like a visit, are going to be out of town, or have a 
change in your contact information, please email the office at office@deltapresby.org or call and leave a 
message on voicemail. 

Ambassadors. Delta’s newsletter, The Ambassador, is sent out once a month. If you are currently NOT 
receiving this newsletter by email and would like to, please let the office know and we will put you on the email 
list. 

Communication. We will be posting important updates on our website:  www.deltapresby.org and on our 
Facebook page.  If you have not liked our Facebook page yet, please do so that you will be able to see the 
updates. If you are not currently receiving updates by email and would like to, please email  
office@deltapresby.org and let us know. If you no longer want to receive email and prefer to receive news and 
information via U.S. Mail, please call the office and leave a voice mail if the office is closed. 

Contributions. If you are not attending worship, please mail or drop off your offerings to the church. Twice a 
month Jim Constandt and Fran Johnston will come in to take care of them and get them deposited. 

Website Calendar. If you have events that need to go on the website calendar, please let Art Kelley know.   

Papergator. Feed our Papergator! The paper, books, and cardstock are recycled and the church is paid for the 

amount collected. 

The Ambassador 
The Ambassador 
Delta Presbyterian Church 
6100 W. Michigan Ave. 
Lansing MI  48917 
Phone:  517-321-3569 
E-mail:  office@deltapresby.org 
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CHURCH STAFF 

Pastor:  Wendy S. Pratt 

Admin. Asst: Stacy Elliott 

Clerk of Session: Meredith Jackson 

Treasurer: Joe Frick 

Co-Treasurer: Bill Stirling 

Financial Secretary: Fran Johnston 

Accompanist: Frederick Isaac 

Adult Choir Dir.: Ellen Jackson 

Bell Choir Dir.: Cindy Langenberg 

Website Coordinator: Art Kelley 

Kids Hope USA Program Dir.: Roger & Jan Small 

Asst. Kids Hope USA Dir.: Jane Thomas 

“We are ambassadors for Christ, God making 
His appeal through us.”  II Cor 5:20 . 

We’re on the Web! 
www.deltapresby.org 
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