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Words From Wendy 

  Advent begins on November 27, 
this year. This year, our theme will 
be New Life, and our Chrismon will 
be the tree of life. We will focus on 
the ways that God brings new life in 
a hurting world. This year, we will  
have Chrismons featuring the tree of 
life. 

  Beginning Wednesday, November 9, I will lead a discussion on the book, Hope: A 
User’s Manual by MaryAnn McKibbon Dana, a Presbyterian pastor. The gatherings 
will be at 1:30, via zoom. If you are interested, please email me at 
wendy@deltapresby.org. The study will run for 5 sessions. We won’t meet the week 
of Thanksgiving, and will conclude on December 14. 

  One new thing for this year is that we are trading in our big Christmas tree for 3 
smaller ones of varying sizes. This will make the task of setting up and decorating 
the trees much safer. We will be setting up the trees and pulling out decorations at 
10:00 am on Saturday, November 26. On Sunday, November 27, we will complete 
our decorations with our traditional Hanging of the Greens following worship.  

Living into Our Vision  

  One of our neighbors stopped in 
recently to drop off a contribution and 
thank us for the Community Garden. 
She had a plot this summer that she 
worked with two of her former foster 
sons. She was grateful for the time 
spent with them and for the okra and 

hot peppers they grew together. We showed Christ to this woman and her sons. 
Thank you to all the volunteers who helped with the community garden this year and 
kept the water barrels full. 

Opportunities to Serve and Learn 

Bellievers:  Ringer-Dingers past, present, and future. We’re fix’in to get ready to 
investigate the possibility of reinvigorating the bell choir. Cindy, last year’s director, is on 

board. We just need to see if there are enough horses to pull it off. If you have any interest or 
questions, please contact Frank at 517-312-9086, or email at dentedtuba@yahoo.com 

  A proficiency in music is not required, but a basic knowledge of time signatures and note 

values would be quite handy. Rehearsals most likely would be on Tuesday evenings from 

6:30ish to 7:30ish with monthly performances on either the second or third Sunday of the month. 

Celebration Choir:  If there is enough interest, we would like to restart the church choir. It 

would involve one Sunday a month. On the Sunday the choir sings, we will rehearse in the choir 

room at 9:00 am, and then sing at the 10:00 am service. At first, we will try to pick anthems that 

the choir has sung in the past, which should make the restart easier. 

  For those interested, please email Ellen Jackson at ejsews@yahoo.com  Thank you. 
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Congregational Meeting:  We will have a congregational meeting on Sunday, November 13 right after 

worship. We will be electing new elders and deacons. There will also be an opportunity to discuss finances and 

the budget for 2023. While we had a deficit budget going into this year, at this point it looks like we will have a 

very small or even no deficit at the end of the year. Thank you for your ongoing generosity. 

Setting up the Trees:  On Saturday, November 26 at 10:00, we will be getting out the Christmas decorations 

and setting up the trees. Come join us to help get things ready and enjoy some fellowship. 

Hanging of the Greens:  We will finish the decorating with the hanging of the greens following worship on 

Sunday, November 27. 

Hope: A User’s Manual:  We will have a book/Bible study focusing on hope beginning Wednesday, November 

9 at 1:30 via Zoom.  There will be five sessions, and we will not meet Thanksgiving week. Let Wendy know if 

you would like to be a part of it.  The book is available on Amazon in either paper or electronic format. If you 

haven’t used Zoom before, we will help you figure it out on your computer, tablet, or smartphone. 

Financial Update 

  We anticipated that at the end of September, we would have a deficit of almost $27,000 this year. In reality, 

we have a surplus of just over $22,000. Income has been higher than anticipated, and expenses have been 

lower. Staff costs have been much lower than the budget. We still have some major bills coming, including 

insurance, heating, and snow removal, so we are counting on your continued generosity through the end of the 

year to prevent a deficit.   

  The last 2 years we have just rolled over the previous budget. For 2023, we are working on a budget that 

better reflects what we anticipate spending. Some things will go up, and other things will be reduced. We have 

volunteers to direct both Celebration Choir and the Bellievers. We have reduced the hours for the 

administrative assistant over Ellen’s hours. Wendy’s salary will increase some to bring her up to presbytery 

minimum. We will talk about finances at our November congregational meeting. We will be getting more 

information and pledge cards in the mail soon.   

School Supply Tally 

  Thank you to Frank and Ellen Jackson and Lena Pratt for sorting and counting the school supplies and to the 

Jacksons for delivering them to Winans and North. We donated 13 bags/backpacks, 5 erasers, 83 notebooks, 

34 boxes of crayons, 23 packages of markers, 8 glue sticks, 16 packages of pens, 10 boxes of tissues, 21 

binders, 2 packages of post-it notes, 7 rulers, 1 pencil sharpener, 1 bottle of hand sanitizer, 17 boxes of 

pencils, 7 boxes of colored pencils, 16 pencil cases, 5 bottles of glue, 7 folders, and 1 ream of paper. Thank 

you to all who contributed! 

 

Day Light Savings Time Ends  
  Remember to turn your clocks back one hour on Saturday night/Sunday 
morning, November 5/6 as we return to Eastern Standard Time.  

 

 

Updated Directories 
  Updated directories are available at the Commitment Center. If you would like to have a PDF of the directory 
emailed to you, please contact Stacy at office@deltapresby.org. 
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SESSION       DEACONS   
Class of ‘22   Class of ‘24            Class of ‘22 
Doug Dykstra   Meredith Jackson  Maureen Dykstra Bonnie Reemsnyder 
Jane Elsinga       Trudie Frick  Laurie Stirling 
Chuck Jennings      Geri Jennings 
Sue Settle       Art Kelley 
Jane Thomas         

“Let Us Pray” 

  Please pray for the upcoming elections, that the outcome would reflect God’s will for 
us. Also, include the following in your prayers: week of November 6: Jack & Susan 
Keys, Mary Koehler, Roger & Holly LaPratt, Mary Ann Martin, week of November 13: 
Mark & Cory McElwee, Sharon Mcpherson, Richard & Mary Mead, Mary Meier, Bob 
& Ginny Noble, week of November 20: Marianne Oren, Janice Oudbier, Kathy 
Peters, Judy Powell, Lena Pratt, week of November 27: Wendy Pratt, Janice 
Prescott, Gary & Bonnie Reemsnyder, Lee Reemsnyder, and Reed & Sharon Ross.  

Prayer Care October 27, 2022 
Jane Elsinga, sciatica 
Jack VanCourt, health concerns  
First Presbyterian Church of Dimondale, upcoming retirement  
The members and friends of Mt. Hope Presbyterian Church, ending ministry 
Jim Dexter, health concerns  
Carolyn Elliott, health concerns and grief  

Continuing Prayers October 27, 2022 

Larry Johnston, health concerns  
Lisa Dingwell health concerns 
Mark Reed, friend of Mary Ann Martin, colon cancer  
Rick K, friend of Jon Vogler, mental health, anxiety,and OCD 
Marianne Oren broke both legs, at home recovering 
Donna Dickert Continuing health concerns  
Nate Batterbee, Nancy Ellis’ grandnephew, recovery from massive stroke and heart surgery  
Julianne Hebert, broken shoulder 
Sue Keys, continuing recovery and adjustment with broken arm. 
Jack Keys, pain management.  
Suzanne Butler and family, Mary Ann Martin's daughter, home, health concerns.  
Holly LaPratt, home after hospitalization. Holly and Roger request no visitors at this time  
Flora Gilbert, health concerns 
Kathy Peters, Masonic Home, Alma 
Sharon McPherson, health concerns 
Adam LaPratt, son of Roger & Holly LaPratt  
Jackie Bishop, ongoing back pain 
Michael Jordan, now stationed in Italy, grandson of Flora Gilbert 

Spotlight on Mission: Adopt a Family 

  Thank you to all who have contributed coats. They will be distributed soon. For Christmas this 
year, we are looking to adopt one or two families and provide them with a Christmas. We are 
reaching out to schools for families in need, and will share details when we have them.   

 



Birthdays 

November 1 Kris Fry  December 8 Erica Jennings 
November 8 Gary Reemsnyder  December 9 Holly LaPratt 
November 10 Mary Meier  December 9 Anna Marie Woloszyn 
November 10 Ron Maddaugh  December 13 Peggy Carlson 
November 13 Ethan Woloszyn  December 16 Geri Jennings 
November 23 Chuck Wilbur  December 18 Kellie Fech 
November 30 Jane Elsinga   December 18 Jessica Wright 
December 1 Joe Frick       December 20 Susan Keys 
December 6 Ellen Jackson       December 20 Meredith Jackson 
December 6 Holly Brock        December 21 Luke Wright 
December 7 Stacy Elliott       December 31 Eva May  
December 8 Steven Bishop        
 

 

Sunday, November 6, 2022 
22nd Sunday after Pentecost 
Communion  

2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17 
Luke 20:27-38 
Comfort and Hope 
 
Sunday, November 13, 2022 
23rd Sunday after Pentecost 
Isaiah 65:17-25 
Isaiah 12 
Transformation 
 
Sunday, November 20, 2022 

Christ The King Sunday  
Colossians 1:11-20 
Luke 23:33-43 
A Different Kind of King 
 
Sunday, November 27, 2022 
1st Sunday of Advent  
Isaiah 2:1-5 
Romans 13:11-14 
New Life: Wake Up! 

Cause to Rejoice 

  This month is Thanksgiving, and we have many things for 
which we can give thanks and rejoice. 

  We rejoice in the blessing of the animals Sunday afternoon, 
October 2. It was a beautiful day to gather outdoors with our 
furry family members and a fire and s’mores. 

  We rejoice in the removal of the non-working refrigerator in 
the downstairs kitchen. It will be replaced with a residential 
refrigerator when we are having events that require a working 
refrigerator. 

   We rejoice in our new member, Janice Prescott, who comes to us by letter of transfer from New Mexico. 
Make sure you give her a warm welcome. 

   We rejoice in the work of the Nominating Committee and the people who have answered the call of God and 
Delta to give us a full slate of officers. 

   We rejoice that the  Community Gardens have been cleaned out and put away for the winter. 
   We rejoice in your generous contributions of school supplies and their distribution to Winans and North. 

   We rejoice  your contributions of winter coats. 

   We rejoice in the beauty of the fall colors this year. 

   We rejoice in Rosie’s work as the office welcome dog for the past 5 years, even as we grieve her death. 

What gives you cause to rejoice around Delta. Let us know and we will include it here next month. 



November 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 
9:30 am Prayers 
& Squares 

3 
6:30 LAP 
Quilters  

4 5 

6 

22nd Sunday 
after Pentecost 
Communion 
10 am Worship 
Day light savings  

7 
4:00 Spiritual 
Life  
6:30 Boy Scouts  

8 9 
9:30 am Prayers 
& Squares 
1:30 Hope: A 
User’s Manual 
via zoom 

10 11 12 

13 

23rd Sunday 
after Pentecost 
10 am Worship 
Congregational 
Meeting 
following 
Worship  

14 

6:30 Boy Scouts  
7:00 Resources 
Committee  

15 
3:00-4:30 
Deacons (Zoom) 

16 
9:30 am Prayers 
& Squares 
1:30 Hope: A 
User’s Manual 
via zoom 

17 18 19 

20 

Christ the King 
Sunday 
10 am Worship 

21 
6:30 Boy Scouts 
7:00 Session 
(Zoom)   

22 23 
9:30 am Prayers 
& Squares 

24 
Thanksgiving 
Day  
Office closed 

25 26 

27 

1st Sunday of 
Advent  
10 am Worship 

28 
6:30 Boy Scouts 
7:00 OCD 
Support  

29 30 
9:30 am Prayers 
& Squares 
1:30 Hope: A 
User’s Manual 
via zoom 

      

 

 

Updated Calendar 
Check out the church website for an up-to-date calendar at www.deltapresby.org. Thanks to Art for his work 
keeping it current. 
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Announcements 

Let Us Know. When you have prayer requests, would like a visit, are going to be out of town, or have a 
change in your contact information, please email the office at office@deltapresby.org or call and leave a 
message on voicemail. 

Ambassadors. Delta’s newsletter, The Ambassador, is sent out once a month. If you are currently NOT 
receiving this newsletter by email and would like to, please let the office know and we will put you on the email 
list. 

Communication. We will be posting important updates on our website:  www.deltapresby.org and on our 
Facebook page.  If you have not liked our Facebook page yet, please do so that you will be able to see the 
updates. If you are not currently receiving updates by email and would like to, please email  
office@deltapresby.org and let us know. If you no longer want to receive email and prefer to receive news and 
information via U.S. Mail, please call the office and leave a voice mail if the office is closed. 

Contributions. If you are not attending worship, please mail or drop off your offerings to the church. Twice a 
month Jim Constandt and Fran Johnston will come in to take care of them and get them deposited. 

Website Calendar. If you have events that need to go on the website calendar, please let Art Kelley know.   

Papergator. Feed our Papergator! The paper, books, and cardstock are recycled and the church is paid for the 

amount collected. 

The Ambassador 
The Ambassador 
Delta Presbyterian Church 
6100 W. Michigan Ave. 
Lansing MI  48917 
Phone:  517-321-3569 
E-mail:  office@deltapresby.org 

  

October 27, 2022 

CHURCH STAFF 

Pastor:  Wendy S. Pratt 

Admin. Asst: Stacy Elliott 

Clerk of Session: Meredith Jackson 

Treasurer: Joe Frick 

Co-Treasurer: Bill Stirling 

Financial Secretary: Fran Johnston 

Accompanist: Frederick Isaac 

Adult Choir Dir.: Ellen Jackson 

Bell Choir Dir.: Cindy Langenberg 

Website Coordinator: Art Kelley 

Kids Hope USA Program Dir.: Roger & Jan Small 

Asst. Kids Hope USA Dir.: Jane Thomas 

“We are ambassadors for Christ, God making 
His appeal through us.”  II Cor 5:20 . 

We’re on the Web! 
www.deltapresby.org 
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