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From Scott Crane, Pastor, Dimondale 
Transitions… 

Transition, according to Merriam-Webster, means to “change or shift 
from one state, subject, place, etc. to another”. It makes me think of 
the joke as to how many persons it takes to change a light bulb. For 
Episcopalians it takes two…one to call the electrician and one to stir 
the drinks. For Methodists, it can be one or more individuals, but the 
light bulb must have a desire to change. For Presbyterians, you 
must first form a committee and follow your specific manual of 
operations. Although, for many churches, the response to the 
question could be “CHANGE??????” 

We, as humans, tend to not like change or transitions. We like the status quo. To change does 
require extra energy and commitment. While some personalities adapt easier than others, the older 
we get, and the more limited our energy, the less we like to think about any kind of transition or 
change. Yet, if no change happens in one’s life, it also means there is no growth. No change and no 
growth, with an extended status quo, leads ultimately to death. As has been noted, one is either 
growing or dying, there is no in-between. 

I recognize that, for most, comfortable change is not a problem. No one is coming on their horse to 
church or driving a Model T. What we don’t like is uncomfortable change. Yet, it is often in moments 
of discomfort that we realize something is wrong. Difficulties, discomfort, and pain can cause people 
to reflect deeper about issues and concerns of life. Instead of seeking quickly to remove anxious 
feelings, and become comfortable as fast as possible, the focus should be on what God may be 
speaking to us. Indeed, there is nothing in scripture which says that comfort is a prime value or focus 
of our faith. God’s intent for us is to be in right relationship with our Lord and with one another. 

Yes, our world and the church are in the middle of transition and of change. But we should not seek 
to quickly “fix” things, simply to make uneasy feelings go away so we can be comfortable. We should 
be getting on our knees and earnestly praying that God direct our response. It could be that God is 
using the circumstances (not causing them) to help us discern new ways of living into more fruitful 
and mature lives. Amid transitions that are happening around us (and there are many), may we listen 
intently to what God is telling us. Yes, it can be a time of discomfort. But that is, often, the place that 
God works best. May the prayers of our heart be, “Not my will O Lord, but thine.” 

Grace and peace, 

Pastor Scott 



 

From Tony Patrick, 
Pastor, Mt. Hope 

Transitions – 
Transitions are a way 
of life. There is no 
getting around the 
fact that, in general, 
things will not remain the same. In the Presbyterian Church, we say that we are reformed and always 
reforming. To me that means that while truth remains the same, we are constantly adjusting 
ourselves to the truth knowing that God continues to reveal to us deeper and deeper truths and how 
we need to respond accordingly.  

Right now, Mount Hope is in a major transition. I am retiring and stepping away from the role of 
Installed Pastor in order to relieve some of the church’s financial stresses. We have lost 9 members 
in the last 3 years, many of which were major contributors. Because our church has other financial 
challenges, we face some really challenging times. As pastor, I will be facing what my new role with 
the members of Mt. Hope. I will be facing who I am without that role. I will also be facing a new role as 
a retiree. That change is, can be a welcome to some and a heartache for others.  

I am fortunate that there are other roles in my family which will be part of a buffer of that change. The 
congregation faces other changes. What will life be like without the 12 year pastor?  What will it mean 
to face a new life without the guidance and comfort of the familiar pastor? Will we survive? Will we 
need to move or merge or will something wonderful replace what has been? It is all anxiety producing 
not knowing what the future holds. But as I have always said, “I don’t know what tomorrow holds, but I 
know who holds tomorrow.” God promises to be with us throughout all changes. That is a promise I 
hope we can all hold on to through all our tomorrows. 

God’s Blessing be with you 

Tony Patrick 

 
From Wendy Pratt, 
Pastor, Delta 
Presbyterian Church: 

We face transitions and 

changes throughout our 

lives, some of them 

welcome, like marriage or the birth of a child, some of them not so welcome, like the death of a loved 

one or the loss of a job. These transitions are an opportunity, yet there are times when it is hard to 

see it that way.   

For the last 2½ years we have been eagerly awaiting a return to “normal.” Unfortunately, we haven’t 

come to an agreement as to what “normal” is post-pandemic. As unhappy as we have been with the 

challenges Covid has given us, as I look around, I see some good things that have come out of it. We 

not only learned how to do electronic meetings, at Delta, we now prefer them. Cutting out 

transportation means the meetings don’t take as long, and we don’t have to be in town to participate. 

While we didn’t like learning it, we now recognize the advantages of doing more with online worship.  

In transitions, we need to acknowledge what has been lost and open ourselves up to a new and 

different future.  In the book, Hope: A User’s Manual, the author, MaryAnn McKibben Dana, quotes 

Rabbi Jonathon Sacks, “Optimism and hope are not the same. Optimism is the belief that the world is 



changing for the better; hope is the belief that, together, we can make the world better.” To make the 

world better, we must be willing to take on our current challenges and address them in new ways. We 

must trust God to journey with us and lead us, sometimes in directions we never thought of or don’t 

see as particularly attractive. Hope is not a return to the status quo, it is an embrace of the new things 

God is doing among us.  

Peace, 

Wendy 

 
 

Good News from Dimondale 

  We are grateful for our faith community where we 
share our concerns through caring calls and 
prayer requests. 
  We are grateful for the volunteers that help around 
the church. 
  We are grateful for many in our community that 
support some of our ministries. 
  We rejoice that our weekly knitting group has 
grown greatly since it began. 
  We are grateful for the opportunity to have a 
witness and influence in our village throughout the 
years. 

 
Good News from Delta 

  We rejoice in another good year for our community garden. Our 24 raised beds have been used by 

our neighbors and a few of our members to grow fresh vegetables for their families. 

  We rejoice in the use of our prayer trail and are grateful for the volunteers who do the work to tame 

it and keep it open. 

  We rejoice in the beautiful colors of fall. 

  We rejoice in the presence of God through all the transitions in our lives. 

 

You Are Invited 

On Sunday, October 2, 2022, at 2:00 p.m., Delta will host a blessing of 
the animals. This service acknowledges both the importance of pets in 
our lives and the life of St. Francis of Assisi. Weather permitting, we will 
gather outside behind the church for the service, and then will have a 
bonfire and make s’mores. We invite yourselves, your pets, marshmallow 
roasting forks, and your favorite s’more toppings we will provide 
marshmallow and graham crackers (regular and gluten free). If it is 
raining, the service will be moved inside. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Delta Calendar:  

• Sunday mornings at 10:00 worship 

• Prayers and Squares (Quilters) 9:30 on Wednesday 

• Sunday, October 2, 2:00 p.m. Blessing of the Animals and 
S’mores. 

 
Going on at Mt. Hope: 

• AA support groups, Mon-Sat at 8 am 

• NA support groups, Sundays 6:30 pm, Thursdays at 7:30 pm 

• SAA support group, 7 pm 

• Serendipity Study Group, third Mondays at 2 pm 

• Food Pantry serving, Wednesday’s 9:30 am to Noon 
 

Dimondale Calendar: 

• Sunday worship is at 10am. 

• World Communion Sunday is October 2 nd . 

• Knitters meet on Mondays from 3-4:30pm. 

• Men’s Dinner Group is first Wednesday of month at various restaurants. 

• Yoga is sponsored by teacher for a small fee on Mondays @ 4:30pm and Thursdays @ 
9:30am. 

• Oct. 10 th, 1-6:45 pm Red Cross Blood Drive…Make appointment online though the Red 
Cross. 
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