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Words From Wendy 

 October 30 is Reformation Sunday, 
when we celebrate the beginning of 
the Protestant Reformation after 
Martin Luther nailed his concerns to 
the chuch door. The Reformation had 
a number of slogans: 

• Sola Gratia - "grace alone" 
• Sola Fide - "faith alone" 
• Solus Christus - "Christ alone" 
• Sola Scriptura - "Scripture alone" 
• Soli Deo Gloria - "to the glory of 
God alone" 

. My favorite is Ecclesia Reformata 
semper Reformanda. “Church 
Reformed, always Reforming.” The past few years have prompted us to do a great 
deal of reforming as we responded to Covid and the challenges it presented.  

Today I received a series of photographs from Fran Johnston. One of them showed 
a new tree growing out of a dead tree. It is a beautiful picture, and it reminded me of 
what we have been going through these past few years. We’ve had to learn how to 
leave our past practices behind and find and embrace new ones. In this image, it 
almost looks like the tree is shedding its old life to embrace something new. That is 
what reformation is, letting go of the old to embrace the new. 

Living into Our Vision  

  What are we doing to strengthen 
Christ in us?  I am currently reading 
the book, Hope: A User’s Manual by 
MaryAnn McKibbon Dana. It is 
helping me as I continue to journey 
through the uncertainty of our 
current time. A strong foundation in 

Christ in the cornerstone on which we continue to build our own lives and the church. 

 Have you read a book lately that has served to strengthen your relationship with 
Christ? Let Wendy know and we will list it in upcoming Ambassadors.  

Collaborative Ministry Update  

 Our sister churches are facing the retirement of their pastors. Tony Patrick at Mt. 
Hope is retiring at the end of October, and Scott Crane at Dimondale will be retiring in 
January. This uncertainty and the congregations’ love for their pastors has prompted 
them to make the decision to hold off on joint services, at least for now. We have 
invited both congregations to our blessing of the animals service at 2:00 on Sunday, 
October 2. We are also continuing with the joint newsletter, to help us stay connected.  
Please pray for these congregations and their pastors as they face this major 
transition.  
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Blessing of the Animals with S’mores! 
After taking a couple of years off for Covid, we are going to have our second blessing of the animals on 
Sunday, October 2, at 2:00. This blessing remembers and honors St. Francis, who saw the importance of all 
living creatures. You are invited to join us behind the church (or downstairs if it is raining.) We will share 
s’mores and a bonfire following the service. Come and bring your favorite s’more toppings. We will provide the 
marshmallows and graham crackers, if you have roasting forks, please bring them. Oh, and don’t forget your 
pets!  (You don’t have to have a pet to come, all are welcome.) 

Opportunities to Serve 
Property Team:  Anyone interested in the upkeep, maintenance and use of the facilities is most welcome to 

attend the upcoming Property Committee meeting on Wednesday, October 5th, 10:00 A.M. in the Sanctuary. 

Bellievers:  Ringer-Dingers past, present, and future. We’re fix’in to get ready to investigate the possibility of 

reinvigorating the bell choir. Cindy, last year’s director, is on board. We just need to see if there are enough 

horses to pull it off.  If you have any interest or questions, please contact Frank at 517-312-9086, or email at 

dentedtuba@yahoo.com 

A proficiency in music is not required, but a basic knowledge of time signatures and note values would be quite 

handy. Rehearsals most likely would be on Tuesday evenings from 6:30ish to 7:30ish with monthly performances 

on either the second or third Sunday of the month. 

Celebration Choir:  If there is enough interest, we would like to restart the church choir. It would involve one 

Sunday a month. On the Sunday the choir sings, we will rehearse in the choir room at 9:00 am, and then sing at 

the 10:00 am service. At first, we will try to pick anthems that the choir has sung in the past, which should make 

the restart easier. 

 For those interested, please email Ellen Jackson at ejsews@yahoo.com  Thank you. 

Stewardship Season 
  With fall, our thoughts have turned to the budget for 2023. The Resources Committee is collecting information 
to put together and send to you. Jim Constandt shared this reflection, and we invite you to begin to think about 
your financial commitment for the coming year as you read it. 

 An article in National Geographic several years ago provided a penetrating picture of God’s wings. After a 
forest fire in Yellowstone National Park, forest rangers began their trek up a mountain to assess the inferno’s 
damage. 

  One ranger found a bird literally petrified in ashes, perched statuesquely on the ground at the base of a tree.  
Somewhat sickened by the eerie sight, he knocked the bird over with a stick. 

  When he gently struck it, three tiny chicks scurried from under the dead mother’s wings. The loving mother, 
keenly aware of impending disaster, had them under her wings, instinctively knowing that toxic smoke would 
rise. She could have flown to safety but had refused to abandon her babies. The blaze had arrived and though 
the heat had scorched her small body, the mother had remained steadfast. 

  Because she had been willing to die, those under the cover of her wings would live. “He will cover you with 
his feathers, and under his wings you will find refuge.” Psalm 91:4 

  Being loved this much should make a difference in your life. Remember the One who loves you, and then be 
different because of it. 

  The mother bird sacrificed her life. How much will you sacrifice to do God’s work on earth through Delta? 

  Give God what’s right—not what’s left! 

Updated Directories 
  Updated directories are available at the Commitment Center. If you would like to have a PDF of the directory 
emailed to you, please contact Stacy at office@deltapresby.org. 

mailto:dentedtuba@yahoo.com
mailto:ejsews@yahoo.com
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SESSION       DEACONS   
Class of ‘22   Class of ‘24            Class of ‘22 
Doug Dykstra   Meredith Jackson  Maureen Dykstra Bonnie Reemsnyder 
Jane Elsinga       Trudie Frick  Laurie Stirling 
Chuck Jennings      Geri Jennings 
Sue Settle       Art Kelley 
Jane Thomas         

“Let Us Pray” 

   Please pray for rescue workers who are responding to hurricanes and other 
disasters. Also, include the following in your prayers: week of October 2: Peggy 
Carlson, Jim Constandt, Jim & JoAnn Dexter, Donna Dickert, and Lisa Dingwell, week 
of October 9: Doug & Maureen Dykstra, Nancy Ellis, John & Jane Elsinga, and Mark & 
Kelli Fech, week of October 16: Rhonda Fort, Joe & Trudie Frick, Kris Fry, Betty 
Gaffney, and Flora Gilbert, week of October 23: Julianne Hogan, Fred Isaac, Frank & 

Ellen Jackson, Meredith Jackson and Kathy Jacobs week of October 30: Mary Jarrard, Chuck & Geri 
Jennings, Frances Johnston, Larry & Janet Johnston, and Art & Mary Jo Kelley.  

Prayer Care September 29, 2022 
First Presbyterian Church of Dimondale, upcoming retirement of pastor 
Mt. Hope Presbyterian Church, upcoming retirement of pastor 
Jim Dexter, health concerns  
Jack VanCourt, health concerns 
Carolyn Elliott & Jerry Rueckert health concerns  

Continuing Prayers September 29, 2022 

Larry Johnston, health concerns  
Lisa Dingwell health concerns 
Mark Reed, friend of Mary Ann Martin, colon cancer  
Rick K, friend of Jon Vogler, mental health, anxiety,and OCD 
Marianne Oren broke both legs, at home recovering 
Donna Dickert Continuing health concerns  
Nate Batterbee, Nancy Ellis’ grandnephew, recovery from massive stroke and heart surgery  
Julianne Hebert, broken shoulder 
Sue Keys, continuing recovery and adjustment with broken arm. 
Jack Keys, pain management.  
Suzanne Butler and family, Mary Ann Martin's daughter, home, health concerns.  
Holly LaPratt, home after hospitalization. Holly and Roger request no visitors at this time  
Twins Sharon and Cheryl, friends of Mary Ann Martin, prayers for family challenges 

Jillien Bishop and family, mental health issues 
Flora Gilbert, health concerns 
Kathy Peters, Masonic Home, Alma 
Sharon McPherson, health concerns 
Adam LaPratt, son of Roger & Holly LaPratt  
Jackie Bishop, ongoing back pain 
Michael Jordan, now stationed in Italy, grandson of Flora Gilbert 
 

*** 

Spotlight on Mission: Coat Drive 
  Thank you for your donations of school supplies. We will be distributing them to 
various schools in the area. This year we will be collecting winter coats in September 
and October so that we can distribute them before it gets too cold. Your donations of 
new or gently used coats can be dropped off at the church. 

   



 

Birthdays

October 1 Jane Thomas  
October 4 Margaret Strange 
October 5 Janice Oudbier 
October 9 Bill Settle  
October 10 Holly Henning  
October 15 Sandy Akright 
October 16 Mark Bradley 
October 18 Grace Bishop 

October 20 Jim Dexter 
October 21 Kathy Peters  
October 23 Flora Gilbert 
October 25 JoAnn Dexter  
October 29 Pat Baker  
October 30 Sue Settle  
October 31 Jeff Akright

 
 
 

Sunday, October 2, 2022 
World Communion Sunday 
2 Timothy 1:1-14 
Luke 17:5-10  
Rekindled  
 

Sunday, October 9, 2022  
18th Sunday after Pentecost 
2 Timothy 2:8-15 
Luke 17:11-19 
Healed  
 
Sunday, October 16, 2022  
19th Sunday after Pentecost  
Jeremiah 31:27-34 
2 Timothy 3:14-45 
A New Covenant 
 
 

Sunday, October 23, 2022 
20th Sunday after Pentecost  
2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18 
Luke 18:9-14 
Humbled 
 
Sunday, October 30, 2022 
21st Sunday after Pentecost  
Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4 
Luke 19:1-10 
Waiting 
 

Cause to Rejoice 

As we move into fall, God is at work in 
and through us and we have ample 
reason to rejoice. 

   We rejoice that we are welcoming a 
new member, Janice Prescott. 

   We rejoice in the plans to restart the 
choirs. 

   We rejoice that Covid boosters are 
now available. 

   We rejoice in the nice weather and the 
coming of the beautiful colors of fall.  

   We rejoice in your continuing 
generosity to the church. 

   We rejoice in Mark McElwee’s faithful service as choir director for so many years, and in Ellen Jackson’s 
willingness to take up the reins.   

   What gives you cause to rejoice? Let Wendy know and we’ll include it here next month. 
 

 



October 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

            1 

2 

17th Sunday 
after Pentecost 
Communion 
10 am Worship 
2:00 Blessing of 
the Animals  

3 
6:30 Boy Scouts 
6:30 Mission 
Committee   

4 5 
9:30 am Prayers 
& Squares 
10:00 am 
Property Team 

6 
6:30 LAP 
Quilters 

7 8 

9 

18th Sunday 
after Pentecost 
10 am Worship 

10 
6:30 Boy Scouts  
7:00 Resources 
Committee  

11 12 
9:30 am Prayers 
& Squares 

13 14 15 

16 

19th Sunday 
after Pentecost 
10 am Worship 

17 
6:30 Boy Scouts 
7:00 Session   

18 19 
9:30 am Prayers 
& Squares 

20 21 
6:00 Holt Retreat  

22 
8:00 am Holt 
Retreat  

23 

20th Sunday 
after Pentecost 
10 am Worship 

24 
6:30 Boy Scouts 
7:00 OCD 
Support   

25 26 
9:30 am Prayers 
& Squares 

27 28 29 

30 

21st Sunday 
after Pentecost 
10 am Worship 

31 
6:30 Boy Scouts  

          

 

 

Updated Calendar 
Check out the church website for an up-to-date calendar at www.deltapresby.org. Thanks to Art for his work 
keeping it current. 

http://www.deltapresby.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Announcements 

Let Us Know. When you have prayer requests, would like a visit, are going to be out of town, or have a 
change in your contact information, please email the office at office@deltapresby.org or call and leave a 
message on voicemail. 

Ambassadors. Delta’s newsletter, The Ambassador, is sent out once a month. If you are currently NOT 
receiving this newsletter by email and would like to, please let the office know and we will put you on the email 
list. 

Communication. We will be posting important updates on our website:  www.deltapresby.org and on our 
Facebook page.  If you have not liked our Facebook page yet, please do so that you will be able to see the 
updates. If you are not currently receiving updates by email and would like to, please email  
office@deltapresby.org and let us know. If you no longer want to receive email and prefer to receive news and 
information via U.S. Mail, please call the office and leave a voice mail if the office is closed. 

Contributions. If you are not attending worship, please mail or drop off your offerings to the church. Twice a 
month Jim Constandt and Fran Johnston will come in to take care of them and get them deposited. 

Website Calendar. If you have events that need to go on the website calendar, please let Art Kelley know.   

Papergator. Feed our Papergator! The paper, books, and cardstock are recycled and the church is paid for the 

amount collected. 

The Ambassador 
The Ambassador 
Delta Presbyterian Church 
6100 W. Michigan Ave. 
Lansing MI  48917 
Phone:  517-321-3569 
E-mail:  office@deltapresby.org 
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CHURCH STAFF 

Pastor:  Wendy S. Pratt 

Admin. Asst: Stacy Elliott 

Clerk of Session: Meredith Jackson 

Treasurer: Joe Frick 

Co-Treasurer: Bill Stirling 

Financial Secretary: Fran Johnston 

Accompanist: Frederick Isaac 

Adult Choir Dir.: Ellen Jackson 

Bell Choir Dir.: Cindy Langenberg 

Website Coordinator: Art Kelley 

Kids Hope USA Program Dir.: Roger & Jan Small 

Asst. Kids Hope USA Dir.: Jane Thomas 

“We are ambassadors for Christ, God making 
His appeal through us.”  II Cor 5:20 . 

We’re on the Web! 
www.deltapresby.org 

mailto:office@deltapresby.org
http://www.deltapresby.org/
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