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Words From Wendy 

 When I was in college, our communications professor 
brought in a fundraising letter he had written. At the bottom 
of the letter he had taped a rubber band. In the letter, he 
pointed out that a rubber band is only useful when it is 
stretched. He said that was what they were asking people to 
do, stretch their finances to give more money.   

  Obviously, that idea had an impact on me. I have been 
reflecting on the importance of being flexible, of stretching 
this week. Some long established plans have been 
disrupted and changed several times. I think we finally have 
a plan that will work, but it has not been easy getting there.   

  It is challenging to be flexible, but it is also a necessity, as we continue to live 
through major changes in our society. We like routine, predictability. One of the things 
that has always impressed me about Delta is the way we are able to adapt, change, 
and try new things. Some of the things we have done are things that I would never 
have even considered several years ago. On-line worship, moving worship to our 
sister churches, are ideas that we never considered in seminary. 

  It was the religious leaders’ inability to let go of their routine, predictability, and 
preconceived notions about the Messiah that resulted in their failure to recognize 
Jesus. God will continue to challenge and stretch us, and it is my prayer that we will 
have the flexibility and allow ourselves to be stretched and to grow. It is always 
interesting to see where God is leading us. 

 

Living into Our Vision  

 Last week a woman came into the 
office to leave a donation. She has a 
garden plot, and regularly walks our 
prayer trail. She wanted to express 
her appreciation for what we do for 
the community, and sought 
reassurance that we would not sell 

off the property the prayer trail is on. She asked if it would be okay if she talked to the 
Scoutmaster about helping her maintain the trails, and planned to go out to get 
something to kill the poison ivy on the trail before the Boy Scouts began working with 
her. 

She came in because we are living out our vision and showing Christ around us and 
because of that, we have had an impact on her life. 

Collaborative Ministry Update  

 We will be at Mt. Hope Presbyterian Church on Sunday, August 28. Worship is at 
10:00 a.m. With construction, the best way to get there Is Waverly to Holmes Rd. Left 
on Holmes to Pleasant Grove. Right on Pleasant Grove to Jolly. Left on Jolly to the 
church, which will be on your right. Meet at Delta at 9:30 to carpool.    

 Delta will once again be hosting the joint worship service on Sunday, September 25, 
2022. We are considering the possibility of having a gathering with all 3 congregations 
following the worship service to evaluate and decide how to move forward. We will 
provide more details as they become available. 
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From the Session  
Change for Change  Most recently, Change for Change was used to support our ministry with children and 
youth. It funded Friday Night Fun and our youth worker. Since we no longer have a youth worker or Friday 
Night Fun, the Mission Committee and Session discussed how to designate this money in the future. We 
decided to continue to support ministry with children and youth by using the money to support Camp 
Greenwood. Many of our members have been involved with Camp Greenwood over the years. It is now owned 
by an independent ministry that continues the Presbyterian oriented programs that were important when it was 
owned by the Presbytery and are continually looking for new opportunities to reach out to new groups.   
 
Committees  The committees continue to be about the work 
of the church, and you are invited to become involved with 
them.  Each committee has at least one elder that is working 
with it, and you are invited to contact the elders for more 
information.  With the exception of Property, all the 
committees are currently meeting via zoom.  

Resources:  Doug Dykstra and Jane Elsinga are the elders 
assigned to this committee, which deals with the finances of 
the church. 

Property:  Chuck Jennings and Doug Dykstra are involved 
with the property team, which is responsible for our buildings 
and grounds. 

Spiritual Life:  Jane Elsinga and Sue Settle work with this committee, that plans for worship and Christian 
education. 

Mission:  Meredith Jackson and Chuck Jennings are involved with the mission committee, which plans and 
distributes the items we donates and disperses our mission funds to local ministries, concentrating on food and 
shelter. 

Personnel:  Jane Thomas and Meredith Jackson are involved with all matters related to the staff of the church. 

Collaborative Ministry:  Doug Dykstra and Jane Elsinga are representing Delta on the coordinating team for 
our collaborative ministry with Dimondale and Mt. Hope. 

Nominating Committee:  Jane Thomas has agreed to moderate the Nominating Committee this year. 

 

SESSION       DEACONS   
Class of ‘22   Class of ‘24            Class of ‘22 
Doug Dykstra   Meredith Jackson  Maureen Dykstra Bonnie Reemsnyder 
Jane Elsinga       Trudie Frick  Laurie Stirling 
Chuck Jennings      Geri Jennings 
Sue Settle       Art Kelley 
Jane Thomas         

 

Updated Directories 
  Updated directories are available at the Commitment Center. If you would like to have a PDF of the directory 
emailed to you, please contact Stacy at office@deltapresby.org. 

mailto:office@deltapresby.org


“Let Us Pray” 

   Please pray for the victims of flooding and fires, and that we would find ways to 
protect our environment and slow climate change.  Also, include the following in 
your prayers: week of August 28: Bill & Sue Settle, Roger & Janet Small, Bill & 
Laurie Stirling, and Margaret Strange, week of September 4: Ralph & Susan 
Swan, Jane Thomas, Ed Troshak, and Jack & Sharon VanCourt, week of 
September 11: Brad Venman, Jon Vogler, Chuck Wilbur, Dan & Anna Marie 
Woloszyn, and Ken & Jessica Wright, week of September 18: Vicki Zaikowski, Jeff 
& Sandy Akright, Pat baker, and Bob & Wendy Benezette, week of September 25: 

Steven, Jacklynne, Jillien, Briahna, Grace, Jackson, & Eli Bishop, week of October 2: Mark Bradley, David & 
Holly Brock, Georgia Brown, Bob & Jan Buchanan and Kerri Buchanan.  

Prayer Care August 25, 2022 
Jan Oudbier, Health concerns 
Susan Krolik, friend of Maureen Dykstra, in hospice care  
Carolyn Elliott, Jerry Rueckert health concerns 

Continuing Prayers August 25, 2022 

Larry Johnston, health concerns  
Lisa Dingwell health concerns 
Mark Reed, friend of Mary Ann Martin, colon cancer  
Rick K, friend of Jon Vogler, mental health, anxiety,and OCD 
Marianne Oren broke both legs, at home recovering 
Donna Dickert Continuing health concerns  
Nate Batterbee, Nancy Ellis’ grandnephew, recovery from massive stroke and heart surgery  
Julianne Hebert, broken shoulder 
Sue Keys, continuing recovery and adjustment with broken arm. 
Jack Keys, pain management.  
Suzanne Butler and family, Mary Ann Martin's daughter, home, health concerns.  
Holly LaPratt, home after hospitalization. Holly and Roger request no visitors at this time  
Twins Sharon and Cheryl, friends of Mary Ann Martin, prayers for family challenges 

Jillien Bishop and family, mental health issues 
Flora Gilbert, health concerns 
Kathy Peters, Masonic Home, Alma 
Sharon McPherson, health concerns 
Adam LaPratt, son of Roger & Holly LaPratt  
Jackie Bishop, ongoing back pain 
Michael Jordan, now stationed in Italy, grandson of Flora Gilbert 
 

*** 

Card Shower 

Jack Van Court will be turning 95 on September 10. Please mail him a card at 11185 

Upton Rd., Grand Ledge, MI  48837. Sharon asks that you use large print so he can 

read it. He enjoys going back through the cards and remembering each of you. 

Birthdays

September 1 Bob Benezette 
September 5 Roger LaPratt 
September 5 Jacklynne Bishop 
September 10 Jack VanCourt  
September 11 John Elsinga  
 

September 11 Bob Noble 
September 14 Beau Benezette 
September 21 Jan Buchanan 
September 22 Maureen Dykstra  
September 30 Jeff Jackson  
 



 
 

Sunday, August 28 
12th Sunday after Pentecost 
Meet at church at 9:30 
Joint Worship at Mt. Hope 
Presbyterian Church  
 

Sunday, September 4, 2022 
13th Sunday after Pentecost 
Jeremiah 18:1-11 
Luke 14:25-33 
Reworked 
 
Sunday, September 11, 2022 
14th Sunday after Pentecost 
1 Timothy 1:12-17 
Luke 15:1-10 
Amazing Grace 
 

Sunday, September 18, 2022 
15th Sunday after Pentecost 
1 Timothy 2:1-7 
Luke 16:1-13 
Serving God 
 
Sunday, September 25th  
16th Sunday after Pentecost 
Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15 
Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16 
A Sign of Faith 
 

Cause to Rejoice 

As we move into fall, God is at work in 
and through us and we have ample 
reason to rejoice. 

   We rejoice in the way we show Christ 
around us through our community 
garden and prayer trails. 

   We rejoice that we are bringing back 
more elements to the worship services 
and are beginning to plan programs. 

   We rejoice in the passing of the 
peace, and the opportunity to greet one 
another safely with a simple wave of the 
hand. 

   We rejoice in the singing in worship. There is more singing, and it is getting stronger.  

   We rejoice in the Memorial Services for Meg Vogler and Bob and Luci Kull. Thank you to all who worked 
together to provide a hospitable space for all who came. 

   We rejoice in the opportunities we have had to worship in our sister churches. 

   We rejoice in the LED lights in the office and upstairs and downstairs hallways. They provide more light and 
will save us money on electricity. 

   We rejoice that we are on solid ground financially. 

   What gives you cause to rejoice? Let Wendy know and we’ll include it here next month. 
 

Spotlight on Mission: Coat Drive 
  Thank you for your donations of school supplies. We will be 
distributing them the first week of September. This year we will be 
collecting winter coats in September so that we can distribute them 
before it gets too cold. Your donations of new or gently used coats can 
be dropped off at the church. 

  In October, we will collect food for the Dimondale Presbyterian Church 
Food Pantry. 
 



September 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

        1 2 3 

4 

13th Sunday 
after 
Pentecost 
10 am 
Worship 

5 

Labor Day  

Office Closed 

6:30 Boy 
Scouts  

6 

Spiritual Life 
7:00 via zoom 

7 

9:30 am 
Prayers & 
Squares 

8 9 10 

11 

14th Sunday 
after 
Pentecost 
Communion 
10 am 
Worship 

12 

6:30 Boy 
Scouts  

13 14 

9:30 am 
Prayers & 
Squares 

10:00 am 
LaLeche 

15 16 17 

LAP Quilt 
Show and 
Auction 

18 

15th Sunday 
after 
Pentecost  

10 am 
Worship 

19 

6:30 Boy 
Scouts  

7:00 Session 
(Zoom) 

20 

6:00 pm 
LaLeche 

21 

9:30 am 
Prayers & 
Squares 

22 23 24 

25 

16th Sunday 
after 
Pentecost 

10 am 
Worship 

26 

6:30 Boy 
Scouts  

7:00  Deacons 
(Zoom)  

7:00 OCD 
Support 

27 28 

9:30 am 
Prayers & 
Squares 

29 30   

 

Updated Calendar 
Check out the church website for an up-to-date calendar at www.deltapresby.org.  Thanks to Art for his work 
keeping it current. 

http://www.deltapresby.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Announcements 

Let Us Know. When you have prayer requests, would like a visit, are going to be out of town, or have a 
change in your contact information, please email the office at office@deltapresby.org or call and leave a 
message on voicemail. 

Ambassadors. Delta’s newsletter, The Ambassador, is sent out once a month. If you are currently NOT 
receiving this newsletter by email and would like to, please let the office know and we will put you on the email 
list. 

Communication. We will be posting important updates on our website:  www.deltapresby.org and on our 
Facebook page.  If you have not liked our Facebook page yet, please do so that you will be able to see the 
updates. If you are not currently receiving updates by email and would like to, please email  
office@deltapresby.org and let us know. If you no longer want to receive email and prefer to receive news and 
information via U.S. Mail, please call the office and leave a voice mail if the office is closed. 

Contributions. If you are not attending worship, please mail or drop off your offerings to the church. Twice a 
month Jim Constandt and Fran Johnston will come in to take care of them and get them deposited. 

Website Calendar. If you have events that need to go on the website calendar, please let Art Kelley know.   

Papergator. Feed our Papergator! The paper, books, and cardstock are recycled and the church is paid for the 

amount collected. 

The Ambassador 
The Ambassador 
Delta Presbyterian Church 
6100 W. Michigan Ave. 
Lansing MI  48917 
Phone:  517-321-3569 
E-mail:  office@deltapresby.org 
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CHURCH STAFF 

Pastor:  Wendy S. Pratt 

Admin. Asst: Stacy Elliott 

Clerk of Session: Meredith Jackson 

Treasurer: Joe Frick 

Co-Treasurer: Bill Stirling 

Financial Secretary: Fran Johnston 

Accompanist: Frederick Isaac 

Adult Choir Dir.: Mark McElwee 

Bell Choir Dir.: Cindy Langenberg 

Website Coordinator: Art Kelley 

Kids Hope USA Program Dir.: Roger & Jan Small 

Asst. Kids Hope USA Dir.: Jane Thomas 

“We are ambassadors for Christ, God making 
His appeal through us.”  II Cor 5:20 . 

We’re on the Web! 
www.deltapresby.org 

mailto:office@deltapresby.org
http://www.deltapresby.org/
mailto:office@deltapresby.org

