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As I reflect on the upcoming celebration of our country’s independence, I am concerned by the 
divisions in our country. We’ve always held diverse opinions about things, yet now those differing 
views are used to divide us and vilify those with competing views. As we celebrate July 4, I suggest 
some simple things we can do to begin to bring healing to our country. 

1. Remember that we all love our country. We may have very different ideas as to what is 
needed right now or the source of our problems, but we all love our country. The shared love for 
country is the foundation from which we can begin to heal our divisions. 

2. Don’t assume you know and understand the motivation and goals of others. Ask for 
information to help you understand. Those we disagree with are not the enemy, we are people 
with different life experiences that give us different perspectives on what’s going on in our 
country. I know my perceptions changed when I became the parent of an African-American 
daughter. We don’t have to agree on everything to be friends or to show one another respect. 

3. Listen to one another to learn, not to convince. Too often we are seeking to correct when we 
should be listening to understand. It is helpful to listen more and talk less. When we truly listen 
to one another, we are showing respect. We don’t have to agree to listen, and exposure to 
different perspectives can help us to see and interpret events in a different light, it helps us to 
understand the motivation of those with whom we disagree. 

My hope for us this Independence Day is that we will discover our common love and the goals we 
share and move our country forward together. 



From Scott Crane, Pastor, Dimondale 
Thoughts on Freedom… 

As we head toward July, we begin thinking about 
Independence Day and freedom. It is important for us, as 
Christians, to take time to reflect on a biblical 
understanding of freedom, distinct from our cultural 
default. While freedom is an important and fundamental 
bedrock of our democracy, it does not mean that we can 
do anything we want. As my father often said, “your 
freedom ends where my nose begins.” There were six of 
us children and we learned, again and again, that the 
world did not revolve around any one of us.  

Each of us needs to know that we belong and are valued 
as individual human beings. Every child and adult should 
know they have worth. But we, also, need to realize that we are created to live in community and, as 
such, have responsibilities to those around us. Our God-given gifts are provided for the good of the 
community. It is important for us to know that while there is a tension between individual rights and 
what is good for the community, it needs to be a healthy and productive tension, not one being lifted 
at the expense of the other. 

I Corinthians 12 notes that, as Christians, we are all part of one body, with one Lord and one Spirit. 
Our health and that of others are intertwined. We need to know our giftedness and our calling as 
individuals in the body of Christ. Our health and the way we interact with others is not solely for our 
benefit; it is for the benefit of the whole body. Being a healthy “hand”, if that is what God calls us to 
be, is both good for us and for the larger body. 

May we not get so caught up in rights and freedoms that we forget about responsibilities. I found a 
quote by Malcolm Forbes that notes, “Those who enjoy responsibility usually get it; those who merely 
like exercising authority usually lose it.” While the world fights over who gets to exercise authority, 
may we in the church be those who model responsibility. 

Grace and peace, 

Pastor Scott 

 

From Tony Patrick, Pastor, Mt. Hope 

July 4th is a conundrum for me. My understanding of Independence is a tearing away from the 
demands of control from outside forces. As an African American in this nation, I hope you might 
understand that as I see this nation’s independence from England’s demands something to celebrate, 
I also have experienced the controlled racism of our nation that makes it hard to celebrate. The 
celebration needs to be understood as conditional. It can be celebrated as long as we don’t see our 



work of independence as a finished accomplishment. For we still need freedom from present 
structures of slavery, poverty, injustice and a freedom to practice justice, to protect those less 
fortunate, to invite diversity to all aspects of our lives and move us all towards more just and affirming 
relationships with one another. I feel God firmly calls us to continue forward in the spirit of 
unconditional love for one another and justice for all people and not just for some. 

It is not the American flag to which I owe my allegiance, it is to God alone. I do count it a blessing to 

live in this country. I am appreciative and thank those who fought for freedom. I do appreciate those 

who seek to serve the people. What I’d like to see is God’s people celebrating the freedom given to 

us through God’s love, Jesus Christ, and demonstrate what that love calls us to say and do. 

 
 
Good News from Delta 
 
 We rejoice that all 24 of our raised garden beds are 
now in use, with 22 of those being by people from 
our community. 
 We rejoice in the 3 new members we received on 
June 5. 
 We rejoice in improving Covid numbers. 
 
Good News from Dimondale 

 
We rejoice at our new display of doves where individuals can place prayers of peace. 

We rejoice over the young ones in our church and their enthusiasm to participate. 

We are thankful for the growing season and our local Farmers’ Market. 

We rejoice in opportunities to be involved and engaged in our village community. 

We are grateful for vacations and getaways to rest and relax. 

We rejoice that we can help many through our food pantry and be a listening ear for many. 

We rejoice in our collaborations with other churches in various ways. 

 

An Invitation:  Joint Worship 

Sunday, June 19th we are again attempting to  
to have a joint worship service, this time at 
Delta Presbyterian Church, 6100 W. 
Michigan Ave. The service begins at 10:00. 
We encourage you to wear a mask, since 
numbers in Eaton County continue to be a 
little higher than elsewhere in the state. 
Though the worship will be in the unique 
style of Delta, all three pastors will 
participate and bring their styles to worship. 

On Sunday, July 31st, we will gather for worship at Dimondale Presbyterian Church, 162 N. Bridge St, 
Dimondale. Their service is at 10:00.  

 

 

 

 



Delta Calendar:   

• Sunday mornings at 10:00 worship 

• Prayers and Squares (Quilters) 9:30 on Wednesday 

• Wendy will be on vacation July 4- August 1.  
 

Dimondale Calendar: 

• Sunday Worship is at 10am 

• Knitters meet on Mondays from 3-4:30 pm. 

• Men’s Dinner Group is first Wednesday of month 
at various restaurants. 

• Yoga is sponsored by teacher for a small fee on 
Mondays @ 4:30pm and Thursdays @ 9:30am. 

• July 31 st : Combined worship with Delta, Mt. 
Hope and Dimondale @ Dimondale 

Going on at Mt. Hope: 

• AA support groups, Mon-Sat at 8 am 

• NA support groups, Sundays 6:30 pm, Thursdays 
at 7:30 pm 

• SAA support group, 7 pm 

• Serendipity Study Group, third Mondays at 2 pm 

• Food Pantry serving, Wednesday’s 9:30 am to 
Noon 
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