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Wendy Pratt, Pastor, Delta 

  Last week I was planning worship for spring and summer.  I chose the Scriptures, came up with 
sermon titles, and picked hymns. When I got to Pentecost on June 5, I had my annual feelings of 
frustration about hymns related to Pentecost and the Holy Spirit.  The vast majority are slow and 
soothing.  They talk about a sweet Spirit or the breath of God and serve to assure us that the Holy 
Spirit will bring us peace and make everything good.  As Presbyterians, we like to do things “decently 
and in order,” so this is just fine with us.  

  That was not the experience of the disciples or the onlookers on Pentecost.  The Holy Spirit came 
with a mighty wind, tongues of flame, and enabled the disciples to speak different languages.  The 
onlookers thought they were drunk. Pentecost was confusing, disruptive, and above all else, 
powerful. It gave the people the gift they needed to communicate the Good News of Jesus to people 
all over the world.   

  The Holy Spirit still tends to be disruptive. God Has a way of pushing us out of our comfort zones 
and calling us to do new and uncomfortable things.  I suspect that many disciples were not thrilled 
with the thought of using these new languages to travel to strange lands to proclaim the Good News 
about Jesus.   

  Ten years ago I doubt any of our congregations would have considered the kind of joint ministry we 
are now engaged in. I also firmly believe the Holy Spirit has been at work in this new venture.  I don’t 
know where this will lead us, but I do know the Holy Spirit will go with us, guide us, and give us the 
strength to do things we never thought possible.  I also know the Holy Spirit will continue to disrupt 
our lives and challenge us to do new things. The Holy Spirit at Pentecost did surprising, disruptive 
things. The Holy Spirit continues to do that today. 



From Scott Crane, Pastor, Dimondale 

  Soon, we will be celebrating Pentecost.  We will reflect 
on the giving of the Holy Spirit and the birth of the 
church.  It brings back memories of sanctuaries and 
people dressed in red.  It also suggests a time for me 
when people recited the Lord’s Prayer in several 
different languages reminding us of the diversity of the 
early church.   

  What are recollections you have of Pentecost?  Are 
there any particular observances that have given you 
special memories of that day?   

  I am always reminded that the Greek word for Spirit is 
“dunamis” which is where we get our word dynamite.  
The Holy Spirit, unlike us Presbyterians, is not always 
defined as being “decent and in order” but, rather, 
blowing where it will.  The Spirit, like dynamite, is a power that should be handled carefully.  What are 
ways that the Spirit works in our lives and in our churches today?  Where do you think the Spirit is 
blowing and calling us to participate?  And how might the Holy Spirit be an important part of bringing 
new life to our congregations today? 

 

Pastor Scott 

 

From Tony Patrick, Pastor, Mt. Hope 

  Pentecost, as the birth of the church, is one of my favorite times to celebrate who we are. I recall 
calling myself one of the Easter people – people born from Christ resurrection. But it is also the body 
of Christ reaching out to include new people. Too often we have viewed ourselves as the ‘saved’ and 
others as ‘sinners’, but I have viewed us as more as those who are aware and others who need the 
light turned on so they can see and experience God’s love more fully. Being God’s people is not a “us 
vs. them”, it is us welcoming and accepting each other. Pentecost is when we recognize that God’s 
Spirit is poured out upon everyone from every station, group and language. It is our responsibility to 
help one another discover what God has done for us and others and celebrate it together. 

 



An Invitation:  Joint Worship 

  Sunday, May 29,2020 (Memorial Day Weekend) will be our 
first joint Sunday worship service. We will gather at Mount 
Hope Presbyterian Church at 10 am to worship. Our pastors 
will be in the leadership of worship as liturgists and 
preachers. Our cooperative team have determined that we 
want the other congregations to experience each other’s worship styles and pastor’s in their own 
pulpits as we did with the Maundy Thursday service at Delta. So pastor Tony will preaching and 
pastors Wendy and Scott will be liturgist. Masks are not required but will be available if anyone 
wishes to use them. Our church’s fans pull the air up and exhausts outside and our seating allows for 
distancing. 

  Following the worship, we will have a picnic. We are encouraging folks to bring their own table 
settings for their own comfort. Mount Hope will be supplying the meats and drinks. We will also have 
paper plates and utensils for those who do not bring their own table settings. Dimondale members will 
be bringing side dishes and Delta members will bring desserts. It is our desire to hold this event 
outdoors on the church lawn, weather permitting. Otherwise we will reorganize our sanctuary with 
tables and chairs and eat indoors. 

Delta Calendar:   

• Sunday mornings at 10:00 worship 

• Wednesday mornings 9:30 to 11:00 Prayers and Squares.  Our quilting group makes quilts 
that are distributed to homeless shelters, to members in need of support, to hospice patients, 
and to schools for homeless students.  New members are welcome for conversation and 
cutting, sewing, arranging, and tying.  Experience is not needed. They will continue to meet 
through the summer.  

• Sunday, May 29th, 10:00 a.m. worship and potluck at Mt. Hope Presbyterian Church 
Dimondale Calendar: 

• Sunday Worship is at 10am 

• Food Pantry Distribution is on the second and fourth 
Fridays of the month. 

• Knitters meet on Mondays from 3-4:30 pm. 

• Men's Dinner Group is first Wednesday of month.  If 
interested, call office for what restaurant they will be 
meeting at. 

• Yoga teacher sponsors yoga for a small fee on 
Mondays @ 4:30 pm and Thursdays @ 9:30am in 
Great Room. 

• Discover Dimondale Day is Saturday, May 14th from 
10 am-4 pm with many activities going on, including a 
Dimondale in Pictures display within the Great Room 
of the church. 

• There will be a parade on Memorial Day at 11 am with a service at the cemetery following. 

Goings on at Mt. Hope: 

• AA support groups, Mon-Sat at 8 am 

• NA support groups, Sundays 6:30 pm, Thursdays at 7:30 pm 

• SAA support group, 7 pm 

• Serendipity Study Group, third Mondays at 2 pm 

• Food Pantry serving, Wednesday’s 9:30 am to Noon 



Good news from Delta 

We are celebrating how well the Maundy Thursday and Good Friday 
services were received and the number of people who participated.  

We are celebrating our attendance on Easter, the highest since Covid 
began. 

We rejoice in the neighbors who are signed up for garden plots in our parking lot, and the faith of 
those who started planting their plots at the beginning of May. 

We rejoice in the power of the Holy Spirit to lead us in new, sometimes uncomfortable, directions.  

 
Good News from Dimondale 
 
We rejoice at the baptism of James Hamilton III.  
We rejoice at warmer weather. 
We rejoice in special birthdays. 
We are grateful for safe travels for different ones in the church. 
We are excited about events where we can come together in our various communities. 
 

Good News from Mt. Hope 

We will be having two new members joining the church in the next few weeks and two  baptisms. One 
of those baptisms will be on Pentecost by immersion. So we will be using one of our sister (Baptist) 
churches to perform the service.  

 

 

 

Delta Presbyterian Church 
6100 W. Michigan Ave. 
Lansing, Mi  48917 


