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Welcome!  This is our second joint newsletter for our three churches.  We hope to send one out the 

middle of each month to highlight what’s going on and build the bonds between our congregations 

and members. We are looking for suggestions for naming this new ministry and this newsletter. 

Scott Crane, Pastor, First Presbyterian Church Dimondale 
 
Greetings- 

The observance of Holy Week brings mixed thoughts, reflections and 

feelings.  After a time of Lent, we go through Palm Sunday and/or 

Passion Sunday, Maundy Thursday, and Good Friday before we get to 

Easter Sunday.  We can go from celebrative to contemplative to 

reflective, and back to celebrative and joyful. 

As well, pastors and other worship planners, while looking forward to 

celebrating Easter, are glad when all is finished, and they can take a day 

off.  The extra planning can, often, cause extra anxiety and stress.  The 

preparation brings its own mixed emotions.  

Hopefully, through all the busy-ness, we do find time to sense the fullness of what our Lord Jesus did, 

not only for that moment in history, but for all of history.  And, amid some major anxiety in the culture 

around us, may we remember that we are not alone…that our Savior goes with us, regardless of 

circumstances, to bring new life and hope.  Wherever you are in your journey, may you feel God’s 

presence and blessings in profound ways! 

Grace and peace, 
Pastor Scott Crane 
 
Tony Patrick, Pastor, Mt. Hope  

As I look at Holy Week, it becomes a bit of crunch 
time. I wish I would get more reflective, as in 
thinking about what growth I have achieved or not 
achieved during the season of Lent. But what 
actually happens is taking a short rest of a day off 
and then getting into all the preparations for Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter as well as 
handling any emergencies that come up. Too often as a pastor this is my pattern. 



My time of stepping back and reflecting, as a person, comes before Holy Week. That is when I do 
think more seriously about my walk with Christ. I look at how I treat people, which is often my go to in 
terms of my Lenten commitment. I reflect on what unnecessary things I have cut off and how I have 
tried to purposefully implement better spiritual habits. My sermon preparations often reflect the 
struggles I go through. So in some ways, the messages that I deliver during Holy Week will reveal 
some of my reflections as well as delivering messages that I truly believe God wants me to hear 
along with the congregations. 

 
 
Wendy Pratt, Pastor, Delta 
 
One of the blessings of ministry is the opportunity 
to plan worship for Holy Week each year. This 

week is at the heart of our Christian faith, and in the events of this week, we can experience so many 
different emotions.  It is easy to skip from the parade of Palm Sunday to the joy of Easter Sunday 
without taking time to reflect on the more painful experiences of Maundy Thursday and Good Friday. 
Maundy Thursday reminds us of Jesus’ great love and grace, yet we also experience the confusion of 
trying to understand how Jesus could be killed by the religious leaders, and how the disciples could 
scatter and abandon Jesus in his hour of need. In the Garden of Gethsemane, as I get a glimpse of 
Jesus’ agonized prayer and the disciples’ inability to stay awake to pray and watch with him, I am 
reminded of all the times I have struggled in prayer or been distracted when God is calling me to do 
something important.  I see the fear of the disciples and the way they abandoned Christ and wonder 
what I would have done if I had been there that night. 
 
With Good Friday we see the crowd turning on Jesus. We see his great suffering, and we experience 
his compassion. He offered the thief a home in paradise. He prayed for forgiveness for those who had 
put him there. He lamented feeling abandoned by God as he suffered on the cross, and he committed 
his Spirit to that same God. We see the confusion and fear of the disciples, as they tried to make 
sense of what was happening. 
 
Saturday is a day we often overlook. If was an in-between time, a time of uncertainty. Jesus was 
dead and buried. Was this the end? Was there still hope? Were they in danger? What should they do 
now? How did they explain what had happened? What was the message Jesus would have them 
take out into the world, or was there a message?  
 
After that day of uncertainty came the joy of the resurrection. They were still confused and scared. 
They still didn’t completely understand what had happened. It took them a while to understand and 
embrace the reality of Christ’s resurrection, an event that turned their whole understanding of the 
world upside down. Death was no longer the end. What seemed to be the worst defeat had been 
transformed into the greatest victory. To truly understand how amazing that victory was, we need to 
experience the hard parts of the week.  
 
With all that is involved in preparing for Holy Week, it is easy for me to get too busy to take time to 
stop, reflect, and live in the mystery of the week. I like to sit down and read the entire Gospel of Mark, 
which helps me see the entire story. I also make time to watch or listen to Jesus Christ Superstar, 
which reminds me of all the emotions and challenges of the week. 
 
May Holy Week bring you to the powerful joy of Easter. 
 

Peace, 
Wendy 
 



Holy Week Worship: 

• Delta Presbyterian Church, 6100 W. Michigan Ave., Lansing, invites you to join us for a 
Maundy Thursday service at 7:00, April 14. Our bell choir will play, Tony and Karen Patrick 
will provide special music, and we will share the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. 

• First Presbyterian Church, 162 N. Bridge Street, Dimondale, invites you to join us for a Good 
Friday service on April 15. The service will be at 7:00 and will feature a drama presentation 
with Mary Magdalene and Nicodemus 

• All three churches will celebrate Easter Sunday at 10:00 in their home churches. 
 

Delta Presbyterian Church Calendar 

• Wendy is on vacation the week after Easter 

• Sunday mornings at 10:00 worship 

• Tuesday evening at 6:15 Bell Choir (new 
members welcome) 

• Wednesday mornings 9:30 to 11:00 Prayers 
and Squares.  Our quilting group makes 
quilts that are distributed to homeless 
shelters, to members in need of support, to 
hospice patients, and to schools for 
homeless students.  New members are 
welcome for conversation and cutting, 
sewing, arranging, and tying.  Experience is 
not needed. 

• Maundy Thursday, April 14, 7:00 p.m. 
Maundy Thursday worship with communion 
at Delta. 6100 W. Michigan Ave., Lansing 

• Good Friday, April 15, 7:00 at Dimondale, 162 N Bridge St. 
Dimondale Calendar: 

• Maundy Thursday Service @ Delta at 7pm 

• Good Friday Service @ Dimondale at 7pm. 

• Sunday Worship is at 10am 

• Knitters meet on Mondays from 3-4:30pm. 

• Men's Dinner Group is first Wednesday of month.  If interested, call office for what restaurant 
they will be meeting at. 

• Yoga teacher sponsors yoga for a small fee on Mondays @ 4:30 pm and Thursdays @ 9:30am 
in Great Room.  

• Red Cross Blood Drive will be held Monday, April 18th from 1-6:45.  Appointments must be 
made at the Red Cross website 

Mount Hope Calendar 

• Worship on Sunday mornings at 10 am, in person and on Facebook. 

• Serendipity Presbyterian Women’s bible study, “What our Grandmothers taught us” Third 
Mondays at 2 pm. 

• Food Pantry operates every Wednesday from 9 am to noon. Volunteers help carry bags to 
client’s cars. During the week volunteers pack bags. Once or twice a month on Monday 
mornings the volunteers unpack the food delivery trucks. 

12 Step Programs 

• AA Monday-Saturday at 8 am 

• NA (Insight) Sunday 6:30 pm 

• SAA Monday 7:00 pm 

• NA Thursday 7:30 pm 



Good News 

Delta Presbyterian Church 
 We are rejoicing that with reduced numbers of new Covid cases, we have been able to lift our 
mask mandate. 
 We celebrate that our Sunday attendance numbers are improving with the lifting of restrictions. 
 We rejoice in the promise of spring and the beauty of the flowers and the return of green. 
 We rejoice in the promise of the Resurrection. 
 We rejoice in the return of our pianist, Fred Isaac, to worship. 
 We rejoice in the return of our snow birds. 
Dimondale Presbyterian Church 

We rejoice at a new baby in worship on Palm Sunday.  James will be baptized soon. 
We rejoice in the warmer weather and signs of new life springing up all around us, with crocus, 

daffodils and lilies, along with birds and bunnies. 
We rejoice that the Village Ice Cream and Cafe is open for the season. 
We are grateful for almost 18 faithful years of service given to our church by our sexton.  She 

will be retiring at the end of April. 
We are grateful for safe travels for different ones in the church. 
We are excited about sharing worship services with others throughout Holy Week and the 

months beyond 
Mt. Hope Presbyterian Church 

We rejoice that there are increases in folks coming back to the Food Pantry. During the 
pandemic it seems that folks had found other resources that might have attributed to fewer people 
coming to our church doors with the exception of those coming from the high rise next door. 

 
 
 
 

Delta Presbyterian Church 
6100 W. Michigan Ave. 
Lansing, MI  48917 


