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March 31, 2022                         Words From Wendy 

  Though winter may be fighting to stick around, it is now 
officially spring, a time of rebirth and lots of rain. The 
daffodils in my yard are getting ready to bloom. Plans are 
being made for our celebration of Christ’s resurrection on 
Easter.  
  Our God brings life out of death, and is constantly at work 
in and through us, leading us in new directions and opening 
new opportunities for us. We are living in the midst of one of 
those new opportunities.  As Covid numbers decrease, the session has voted to 
make masks optional. We will continue to revisit our covid protocols on a monthly 
basis, hopefully continuing to move forward as numbers continue to decline. We 
are on our way to finding a new normal.  What that normal will look like we don’t 
know yet.   
   What we do know is that God will lead us to that new normal, and give us the 
faith and the strength to claim it. During this time we have learned how to make 
adjustments to worship and the way we do things. Along with minor adjustments 
will come more major changes. We will be doing more with our sister churches.  
We will continue to seek out God’s directions.  We will be confident because we 
know that God will be with us all the way. 
 

Living into Our Vision  

      For my thoughts are not your 
thoughts, 
       nor are your ways my ways, says the 
Lord.   
                             Isaiah 55:8   
  

  There are times when we are unaware of the ways we are living out our vision 
statement and the impact it is having on others. We discount the impact that 
seemingly little actions can have on the lives of others. For Stacy, our willingness 
to adjust her work schedule to allow for her probation requirements has been much 
appreciated. As she started out on this journey, her probation officer was skeptical 
of her ability to balance working with the requirements of probation. Our flexibility is 
not the norm, nor is our willingness to hold a job for someone who has been 
convicted of drug crimes. 
  This week, Stacy told me that the topic at a recent AA meeting was “fitting in.” 
She told them she had never felt she fit in until she found Delta. We have shared 
with her what it means to be a beloved child of God, and as result she has 
strengthened Christ in her own heart. She is also showing Christ as she shares the 
impact that the church has had on her. When she tells the story of her experience 
with Delta, others are being shown Christ.   
  We have lived out our vision statement in our ministry with Stacy, and now she is 
living it out in her own life. We are making a difference as we live into our vision, 
and we are impacting our community and individuals in it. Let’s continue to carry 
out the ministry of strengthening Christ in us, sharing Christ among us, and 
showing Christ around us. 
  Stacy thanks us for the prayers, cards, and gifts as she continues her journey. 

Office and Vacation Update  

   Wendy will be on vacation the week following Easter. Art Kelley has agreed to preach on  April 
24.  We continue to adjust office hours as Stacy’s probation requirements change.  As of now, 
someone is in the office in the mornings Monday-Thursday, though not necessarily at 9:00.  Call 
before you stop by!  The office will be closed on Monday, April 18, and Wednesday, April 20.   
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Collaborative Ministry Update  

  This morning, I met with my colleagues from Dimondale and Mt. Hope.  We talked about Holy Week, our joint 
newsletter, and our pulpit exchanges.  We also looked forward to fall and began to share ideas about adult 
education possibilities.   
  For Holy Week, we will host the Maundy Thursday service, which will be at 7:00 on April 14. For Good Friday, 
we will join Dimondale for a 7:00 worship service. 
  We will continue to put out a mid-month newsletter that highlights what’s going on at each of the 
congregations. This will replace the middle of the month Ambassador. 
   We made a major adjustment to our plans.  Beginning in May, rather than exchanging pulpits twice a month 
we will be holding joint worship services once a month. We will take turns hosting and preaching.   
 Sunday, May 29, we will worship at Mt. Hope Presbyterian Church and Wendy Pratt will preach. 
 Sunday, June 19, we will worship at Delta Presbyterian Church and Scott Crane will preach. 
 Sunday, July 31, we will worship at First Presbyterian Church, Dimondale and Tony Patrick will 
preach. 
   When we worship at Mt. Hope and Dimondale, we will set a time to meet in our parking lot so we can go 
together. 
   The collaboration team will meet in early May and August as we continually evaluate and make adjustments 
to improve things. 
 

“Let Us Pray” 
   Please pray for the situation between Russia and Ukraine, and all the people who 
are impacted by the violence. Also, include the following: week of March 27: Sharon 
McPherson, Richard & Mary Mead, Mary Meier, Bob & Ginny Noble, Marianne Oren, 
Week of April 6: Janice Oudbier, Kathy Peters, Judy Powell, Lena Pratt, Wendy 
Pratt, Week of April 13: Gary & Bonnie Reemsnyder, Read & Sharon Ross, Jerry 
Rueckert & Carolyn Elliott, Anne Ryan, Week of April 20: Mike & Cindy Schilling, Inez 
Schuldies, Paul & Jo Seppala, Bill & Sue Settle, and Roger & Janet Small.  

Prayer Care  March 31, 2022 
Marianne Oren broke both legs, at the Willows in Okemos for rehab 
Nate Batterbee, Nancy Ellis grand nephew, recovery from massive stroke and up 
coming heart surgery  
Julianne Hebert, broken shoulder 
Sue Keys, continuing recovery and adjustment with broken arm. 
Jerry Rueckert & Carolyn Elliott, health concerns  
Jack Keys, pain management.  
Suzanne Butler and family, Mary Ann Martin's daughter, home, health concerns.  
Holly LaPratt, home after hospitalization. Holly and Roger request no visitors at this 
time  

Continuing Prayer  March 31, 2022 

Twins Sharon and Cheryl, friends of Mary Ann Martin, prayers for family challenges 

Jillien Bishop and family, mental health issues 
Flora Gilbert, health concerns 
Larry Johnston, health concerns 
Kathy Peters, stroke recovery, rehab at Masonic Home, Alma 
Sharon McPherson, health concerns 
Adam LaPratt, son of Roger & Holly LaPratt  
Jackie Bishop, ongoing back pain 
Michael Jordan, now stationed in Italy, grandson of Flora Gilbert 

*** 

 
 



Invitations 
  First Presbyterian Church, Lansing is 175 years old this year! In observance of our 175th anniversary, a 
special celebratory service will be held in our sanctuary on Sunday, April 24 at 4:30 PM. The service will be full 
of pageantry, music, inspiring messages and the joyous reaffirmation of our Christian faith, Presbyterian 
heritage and close kinship with other churches in our community. All are welcome to be present for this special 
service. A free will offering will be available and given to Ellie's Place in Lansing. All are invited to a reception 
following the service. 
   North Westminster Presbyterian Church and Advent House will have a golf outing on Wednesday, 
August 3, 2022, at Groesbeck Golf Club. The $70 per person fee includes 18 holes with a cart, 4 person 
scramble, lunch, and a gift prize. More information is available on the Commitment Center.  Due to need, 
Advent House is now open as a day shelter 7 days a week.  
 
SESSION       DEACONS   
Class of ‘22   Class of ‘24            Class of ‘22 
Doug Dykstra   Meredith Jackson  Maureen Dykstra Bonnie Reemsnyder 
Jane Elsinga       Trudie Frick  Laurie Stirling 
Chuck Jennings      Geri Jennings 
Sue Settle       Art Kelley 
Jane Thomas        

Birthdays

      Mar 31 Doug Dykstra 
April 5 Mary Jo Kelly  
April 8  Savannah Wright 
April 9 Mary Mead 
April 10 Kathy Jacobs  
April14 Cindy Schilling 
April 17 Luci Kull 
April 20 Henry Lyon 
April 21 Frances Johnston  
April 22 Fred Isaac 
April 28 Anne Ryan  

April 29 Richard Mead  
May 1 Meg Vogler 
May 7 Janet Small 
May 9 Paul Seppala 
May 13 Trudie Frick 
May 19 Bob Buchanan 
May 21 Rhonda Fort 
May 22 Briahna Bishop 
May 27 Jerry Rueckert 
May 27 Larry Johnston  
 

 

 

Worship
April 3, 2022 
5th Sunday in Lent  
Isaiah 43:16-21 
Philippians 3:4b-14 
Called to New Ways  
 

April 10, 2022 
Palm/Passion Sunday  
Luke 9:28-40  
Philippians 2:4-11 
A New Mind  
 

 
 

April 14, 2022 7:00 pm  
Maundy Thursday  
Communion 
Luke 22:14-34 
Luke 22:39-46 
The Gift 
 

April 15, 2022 
Good Friday  
First Presbyterian Church of 
Dimondale  
 

 
 

April 17, 2022 
Easter Sunday  
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 
Luke 24:1-12 
Embracing the Impossible 
 

Sunday April 24, 2022 
Guest preacher:  Art Kelley 
 

At 4:30 First Presbyterian 
Church of Lansing has invited 
us to participate in a service 
and reception celebrating their  
175th  anniversary.



Cause to Rejoice 

      Rejoice in the Lord always, again I will say, Rejoice! Phil. 4:4 
God is certainly at work among us here at Delta, and we have many reasons 
to rejoice. 
   We rejoice in the return of Fred to worship on April 3.  

   We rejoice in the arrival of Spring!  (though today the promise of Spring 
seems more appropriate.) 
   We rejoice in improving covid numbers, lifting of restrictions. 
   We rejoice in food donations for Mt. Hope Presbyterian Church. 
   We rejoice in the over 300 pairs of socks we collected during this year’s 
Toasty Toes Campaign. 
   We rejoice in the end of snow season. (Though it is still snowing, we trust the promise of warmer weather.) 
   We rejoice in the plans being made for our collaboration with our sister churches. 
   We rejoice in the return of our snowbirds.   
   What gives you cause to rejoice? Let Wendy know and we’ll include it here next month. 
 

Spotlight on Mission: Thank You 
We have received a thank you from Southside Community Kitchen for our donation of 
$448.56 

Special Services during Lent 
Maundy Thursday, April 14, 7:00 p.m. 
 Delta Presbyterian Church 
We will be celebrating the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper as we remember Jesus’s Last Supper with his 
disciples. The bell choir will play. Masks are optional. 
Good Friday, April 15, 7:00 p.m. 
 First Presbyterian Church, Dimondale 
 162 Bridge St., Dimondale 
This service will reflect on Jesus’s crucifixion, and will be a quiet, meditative service, with reflections from 
Nicodemus and Mary Magdalene. Masks are optional. 
 

One Great Hour of Sharing 
Each year we participate in the One Great Hour of 
Sharing offering during Lent. This year we are called 
to be repairers of the breach. One definition of 
“breach” is a gap in a wall, barrier, or defense, 
especially one made by an attacking army. There are 
breaches for people throughout the world.   

• For those who are reeling after a natural disaster, 
OGHS supports Presbyterian Disaster Assistance. 

• Part of what makes this program unique is that we 
work with partner agencies, directing resources to 

local entities that know the community and are able to meet the needs of the community. 

• After 9/11, PDA provided support for the clergy caregivers who were exhausted by the 
emotional needs of their people. 

• For those dealing with hunger, OGHS supports the Presbyterian Hunger Program. 

• PHP focuses on the causes of hunger. It builds wells for safe drinking water, establishes 
community gardens, and provides animals and training.  

• The Presbyterian Committee on the Self-Development of People supports groups of people who 
seek financial support for their ministries in low-income communities to overcome oppression and 
injustice. Projects focus on advocacy; youth-led initiatives; skills development; farming; disabilities; 
immigration/refugee issues and capacity building. 



April 2022 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
        1 2 

3 

5th Sunday in 

Lent 

Change for 

Change 

10 am Worship 

4 

6:30 pm Boy 

Scouts  

6:30 Spiritual 

Life 

5 

6:15 pm 

Bellievers 

6 

9:30 am Prayers 

& Squares 

10:00 am 

Property Team 

7 

6:30 pm LAP 

8 9 

10 

Palm/Passion 

Sunday 

10 am Worship 

11 

6:30 Boy Scouts 

7:00 Resources  

12 

6:15 pm 

Bellievers 

13 

9:30 am Prayers 

& Squares 

14 

7 pm Maundy 

Thursday 

Communion 

15 

7 pm Good 

Friday at 

Dimondale 

16 

10:00 Decorate 

for Easter 

17 

Easter 

10 am Worship 

18 

Wendy Vacation 

3 pm Deacons  

6:30 pm Boy 

Scouts   

 

Office Closed 

19 

Wendy Vacation  

6:15 pm 

Bellievers 

20 

Wendy Vacation 

9:30 am Prayers 

& Squares 

 

 

Office Closed 

21 

Wendy Vacation  

22 

Wendy Vacation 

23 

Wendy Vacation  

24 

Wendy Vacation  

2nd Sunday of 

Easter 

10 am Worship 

4:30 1st Pres, 

Lansing, 175 

Anniversary 

Worship 

25 

6:30 pm Boy 

Scouts  

7pm Session 

(Zoom)  

7pm OCD  

26 

6:15 pm 

Bellievers 

27 

9:30 am Prayers 

& Squares 

28  29 30 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Announcements 

Let Us Know. When you have prayer requests, would like a visit, are going to be out of town, or have a 
change in your contact information, please email the office at office@deltapresby.org or call and leave a 
message on voicemail. 

Ambassadors. Delta’s newsletter, The Ambassador, is sent out twice a month. If you are currently NOT 
receiving this newsletter by email and would like to, please let the office know and we will put you on the email 
list. 

Communication. We will be posting important updates on our website:  www.deltapresby.org and on our 
Facebook page.  If you have not liked our Facebook page yet, please do so that you will be able to see the 
updates. If you are not currently receiving updates by email and would like to, please email  
office@deltapresby.org and let us know. If you no longer want to receive email and prefer to receive news and 
information via U.S. Mail, please call the office and leave a voice mail if the office is closed. 

Contributions. If you are not attending worship, please mail or drop off your offerings to the church. Twice a 
month Jim Constandt and Fran Johnston will come in to take care of them and get them deposited. 

Website Calendar. If you have events that need to go on the website calendar, please let Art Kelley know.   

Papergator. Our Papergator has been moved to the west side of the larger parking lot next to the Granger 

trash bin.  

 

The Ambassador 
The Ambassador Delta Presbyterian Church 

6100 W. Michigan Ave. 
Lansing MI  48917 
Phone:  517-321-3569 
E-mail:  office@deltapresby.org 
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CHURCH STAFF 

Pastor:  Wendy S. Pratt 

Admin. Asst: Stacy Elliott 

Clerk of Session: Meredith Jackson 

Treasurer: Joe Frick 

Co-Treasurer: Bill Stirling 

Financial Secretary: Fran Johnston 

Accompanist: Frederick Isaac 

Adult Choir Dir.: Mark McElwee 

Bell Choir Dir.: Cindy Langenberg 

Website Coordinator: Art Kelley 

Kids Hope USA Program Dir.: Roger & Jan Small 

Asst. Kids Hope USA Dir.: Jane Thomas 

“We are ambassadors for Christ, God making 
His appeal through us.”  II Cor 5:20 . 

We’re on the Web! 
www.deltapresby.org 

mailto:office@deltapresby.org
http://www.deltapresby.org/
mailto:office@deltapresby.org

