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Welcome!  This is our first joint newsletter for our three churches.  We hope to send one out the 

middle of each month to highlight what’s going on and build the bonds between our congregations 

and members. We are looking for suggestions for naming this new ministry and this newsletter. 

Scott Crane, Pastor, First Presbyterian Church Dimondale 
 
Greetings- 

Whether I’m doing family business at home, doing my pastoral duties 

at First, Dimondale, or meeting responsibilities for Presbytery of Lake 

Michigan, life is never dull.  And during these last two years, as 

everyone knows, we had to become more adaptive in all facets of life.  

It is accurate to say that everything is changing, with learning to shift 

gears and find new routines.   

When the opportunity arose for Delta, Mt. Hope and Dimondale to 

look at collaboration, I realized that it is also one of adapting, trying 

some new things.  Yet, due to our three congregations aging and 

declining over the years (as is true of many small churches), efforts to look at new ways of doing 

things seem more necessary.  While there may be a little more work and energy to be expended in 

the beginning, over time our networking and interactions may help us to find new ways of being 

effective and efficient. 

Doing things new can be a little scary.  Yet, in attempting new things, opportunities for learning and 

growth increase.  I hope that, for most, this time of interacting can build new relationships and allow 

us to take advantage of our denominational connections.  May we see this time as an adventure in 

discerning potential options for future ministry that will be helpful for all.  Others in our Presbytery 

have been talking about such collaboration, but we will be some of the first to try it out. 

So, here’s to our adventure and learning together.  May God give us courage, wisdom, patience, and 

a good sense of humor as we explore new potential ministry collaboration for the future! 

Grace and peace, 
Pastor Scott Crane 
 
 
 



Tony Patrick, Pastor, Mt. Hope  

As pastor of Mt. Hope Presbyterian, 
it has been difficult helping our 
congregation navigate through this 
pandemic these past two years. When 
approached about getting our smaller 
congregations (Delta and Dimondale) to 
do ministry together, I was optimistic and 
cautious.  

I was optimistic about having our connectional church actually connect in the midst of a time 
when our own members haven’t been able to connect the way they would like. We miss having meals 
together, playing games in the fall and spring, and going out for a night or day of fun. I was cautious 
because talk among smaller and shrinking congregations getting together tends to signal that they 
are dying and need to merge. It is a fear that we will not be able to afford the current services of staff 
or resources. 

But I am glad that we are attempting to put our fears to the side and begin exploring what it 
means to have the people in our congregations get to know one another and look at opportunities to 
do things that perhaps none of us can do alone and strengthen what we are doing with additional 
people. I know that we will not always agree on what we will do, but I am hopeful that what we do 
together will strengthen our bond with God and one another. 

Already we have experienced going to see another Food Bank at Dimondale and we have 
hosted an Ash Wednesday Meditation at the Stations. There is promise on the horizons for even 
more. May God bless our courage as we move forward together. 
 
 
 
 

 
Wendy Pratt, Pastor, Delta 
 
I am excited about the opportunities ahead of 
us as we discover new ways to do ministry, 
together and separately.  In 2020 our session 

established a strategic planning team to look at and make plans for the next 5 years.  Part of this was 
motivated by the knowledge that I was approaching retirement.  We had just begun our discussions 
when Covid19 hit, forcing us to find new ways of being the church together. Throughout that time, we 
continued to talk about the possibility of exploring ministry with sister churches. We recognized that 
our 3 congregations are in similar places:  aging congregations with aging pastors.  Last fall, Scott, 
Tony, and I began to discuss possibilities.   

Where this will lead only God knows, and God does know.  I hope we will approach this with 
an openness to new things and a willingness to make ongoing adjustments.  I am confident that 
together we can have a bigger impact for Christ in the greater Lansing area.   
 
Peace, 
Wendy 
 
 
 
 



Holy Week Worship: 
 
Delta Presbyterian Church, 6100 W. 
Michigan Ave., Lansing, invites you to 
join us for a Maundy Thursday service 
at 7:00, April 14. Our bell choir will play, 
Tony and Karen Patrick will provide 
special music, and we will share the 
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. 
 
First Presbyterian Church, 162 Bridge 
Street, Dimondale, invites you to join us 
for a Good Friday service on April 15. 
The service will be at 7:00 and will 
feature a drama presentation with Mary 
Magdalene and Nicodemus 
 
 
Delta Presbyterian Church Calendar 

• Sunday mornings at 10:00 
worship 

• Tuesday evening at 6:15 Bell 
Choir (new members welcome) 

• Wednesday mornings 9:30 to 11:00 Prayers and Squares.  Our quilting group makes quilts 
that are distributed to homeless shelters, to members in need of support, to hospice patients, 
and to schools for homeless students.  New members are welcome for conversation and 
cutting, sewing, arranging, and tying.  Experience is not needed. 

• Maundy Thursday, April 14, 7:00 p.m. Maundy Thursday worship with communion. 
 

Dimondale Calendar: 

• Sunday Worship is at 10am 

• Knitters meet on Mondays from 3-4:30pm. 

• Men's Dinner Group is first Wednesday of month.  If interested, call office for what restaurant 
they will be meeting at. 

• Yoga teacher sponsors yoga for a small fee on Mondays @ 4:30 pm and Thursdays @ 9:30am 
in Great Room.  

• Vaccination Clinic will be held on Wednesday, March 30th from 3-6pm by Eaton County Health 
Department.   Information and sign ups can be found on Dimondale Presbyterian Facebook 
page.  

 
Mount Hope Calendar 

• Worship on Sunday mornings at 10 am, in person and on Facebook. 

• Serendipity Presbyterian Women’s bible study, “What our Grandmothers taught us” Third 
Mondays at 2 pm. 

• Food Pantry operates every Wednesday from 9 am to noon. Volunteers help carry bags to 
client’s cars. During the week volunteers pack bags. Once or twice a month on Monday 
mornings the volunteers unpack the food delivery trucks. 

 



Good News 
Delta Presbyterian Church 
 We are rejoicing in the return of our bell choir to worship. 
 We celebrate that the number of Covid cases is decreasing. 
 We rejoice that Boy Scout Troop 111 has found a new home here at Delta. 
 We rejoice in the opportunities that God is setting before us as we explore possibilities for 
cooperative ministries. 
 
Dimondale Presbyterian Church 
 We are thankful for starting to find a "new normal" after many restrictions. 

We are grateful to have a new accompanist. 
We are glad to start singing as a congregation again. 
We celebrate the low Covid data levels for Eaton County. 
We are blessed that our Food Pantry continues to adapt and able to meet the needs of our 

community in a safe manner. 
Glad to see some new excitement and energy increasing with warmer weather. 
We celebrate over new members. 

 
Mt. Hope Presbyterian Church 

The Ash Wednesday service had 13 people in attendance in person and 56 people 
participating on Facebook.  Some of the comments have affirmed that it was a moving service and 
very beneficial for the season of Lent.  

The Foodbank overseers report a wonderful cooperative work together. 
 
 
 

Delta Presbyterian Church 
6100 W. Michigan Ave. 
Lansing, MI  48917 


