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Words From Wendy 
  This morning, the Coordinating Committee for our new 
ministry ventures with Dimondale and Mt. Hope met via 
zoom. We explored some of the many opportunities this will 
provide for us. We also explored some of the nuts and bolts 
of how this will work. Our three congregations use three 
different hymnals, which means we don’t all know the same hymns. At this point, 
our plan is for the preachers to use each congregation’s traditional order of 
worship, and pick hymns that are known by each congregation. 
  Beginning in March, our middle of the month newsletter will be a joint newsletter 
for all three congregations, with words of reflection from each pastor, invitations, 
and the calendars of each congregation. This will require ongoing adjusting and 
coordinating, and I am excited by the new opportunities it will give us for carrying 
out Christ’s ministries in a changing world. 
 

Living into Our Vision  

      For my thoughts are not 
your thoughts, 
       nor are your ways my 
ways, says the Lord.   
                             Isaiah 55:8   
  If you had told me several 
years ago that we would be 

joining with our sister churches in the kind of ministry we are now embarking on, I 
would have laughed. I wouldn’t have been able to imagine what that would look 
like. Of course, if you had told me several years ago that we would be dealing with 
a pandemic which changes the way we do almost everything and had us out of our 
building for over a year, I also would have been skeptical.   
  Some things have changed, and some have remained the same. Our vision is the 
same, but the ways in which we carry it out have changed and adapted as we 
journey through this challenging time. We continue to adapt and seek to improve 
worship. There will be more changes, and the vision will remain the same. Our 
hope is that this will strengthen our vision. We will have more opportunities to 
strengthen Christ in us as we share in adult education events with our sister 
congregations. We will have more opportunities to share Christ among us as we 
meet new people and expand our circle. Both the Mt. Hope and Dimondale 
congregations have food banks, providing us with additional opportunities to show 
Christ around us.   
  Who we are, our vision, and our God are not changing. How we carry out Christ’s 
ministry will change and adapt. We will continue to seek to understand and 
embrace God’s ways for being the church in the 21st century.   
 

Annual Meeting   
   This year’s Annual Meeting of the Congregation and the Corporation will be held 
on Sunday, March 20. At the annual meeting, we receive the financial reports and 
other reports of 2021, and approve the Pastor’s Terms of Call. There will also be 
an update and opportunities for discussion on the progress with our cooperative 
ministry. Annual reports will be available on March 13. We will email a PDF version 
to everyone, and paper copies will be available on the Commitment Center. 
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Office Update  
   Now that Stacy is back in the office, Ellen has retired (again). Office hours will be 9-2 Tuesday and Thursday, 
and 9 to 1 on Wednesday. We may be there later in the day but call first to be sure.   

“Let Us Pray” 
   Please pray for the situation between Russia and Ukraine, and all the people who 

are impacted by the violence. Also, include the following: week of February 27: 

Nancy Ellis, John & Jane Elsinga, Mark & Kelli Fech, Rhonda Fort, week of March 6: 

Joe & Trudie Frick, Kris Fry, Betty Gaffney, Flora Gilbert, Julianne Hebert, week of 

March 13: Helen Hogan, Fred Isaac, Frank & Ellen Jackson, Meredith Jackson, 

Kathy Jacobs, and Mary Jarrard, week of March 20: Chuck & Geri Jennings, Frances 

Johnston, Larry & Janet Johnston, Art & Mary Jo Kelly, week of March 27: Jack & 

Susan Keys, Luci Kull, Roger & Holly LaPratt, Mary Ann Martin, and Mark & Cory 

McElwee.  

Prayer Care  February 24, 2022 

Jerry Rueckert & Carolyn Elliott, health concerns  
Ernest, Margaret Strange’s great grandson 
Jack Keys, pain management   
Suzanne Butler, Mary Ann Martin's daughter, and family, health concerns 
Holly LaPratt, health concerns. Holly and Roger request no visitors at this time. 

Continuing Prayer  February 24, 2022 

Twins Sharon and Cheryl, friends of Mary Ann Martin, prayers for family challenges 

Jillien Bishop and family, mental health issues 
Sue Keys, rehab 
Flora Gilbert, health concerns 
Larry Johnston, health concerns 
Kathy Peters, stroke recovery, rehab at Masonic Home, Alma 
Sharon McPherson, health concerns 
Adam LaPratt, son of Roger & Holly LaPratt  
Jackie Bishop, ongoing back pain 
Michael Jordan, now stationed in Italy, grandson of Flora Gilbert 

*** 
SESSION       DEACONS   
Class of ‘22   Class of ‘24            Class of ‘22 
Doug Dykstra   Meredith Jackson  Maureen Dykstra Bonnie Reemsnyder 
Jane Elsinga       Trudie Frick  Laurie Stirling 
Chuck Jennings      Geri Jennings 
Sue Settle       Art Kelley 
Jane Thomas        

Per Capita 2022-$36.73 
   Each year we pay per capita for each member of the church. Per capita is our 
participation in the administrative costs of the larger church: the Presbytery of Lake 
Michigan, the Synod of the Covenant, and the General Assembly. We ask members to pay 
their own per capita. This year the per capita is $36.73. There is an envelope for per capita 
in your offering envelopes, or you can simply label your check for per capita.   

 



Spring Ahead 
  On Sunday, March 13, day light savings time begins. Remember to set your clocks ahead one hour before 
you go to bed if they don’t automatically change. 

Birthdays

Feb 27 Mary Ann Martin 
Feb 28 Brad Venman 
Mar 2 Jack Keys 
Mar 3 Nancy Ellis 
Mar 4 Mary Jarrard 
Mar 7 Georgia Brown 
Mar 15 Wendy Benezette 
Mar 19 Roger Small 

Mar 21 Jo Seppala 
Mar 21 Bill Stirling 
Mar 24 Sharon VanCourt 
Mar 26 Bonnie Reemsnyder 
Mar 26 Lena Pratt 
Mar 27 Read Ross 
Mar 28 Frank Jackson 
Mar 31 Doug Dykstra 

 

Worship
Sunday, February 27, 2022 
Transfiguration Sunday 
2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2 
Luke 9:28-36 
Removing the Veil 
 
Wednesday, March 2, 2022 
Ash Wednesday 
Drop in between 11:30-1:00 

Mt. Hope Presbyterian Church 
301 W. Jolly Rd, Lansing 
 
Sunday, March 6, 2022 
1st Sunday in Lent 
Isaiah 55:6-7 
Luke 4:1-13 
A Way Other Than Our Own: 
Identifying Voices 

 
Sunday, March 13, 2022 
2nd Sunday in Lent  
Isaiah 55:1-2a 
Philippians 3:17-4:1 
A Way Other Than Our Own 
Answering God  
 

It’s Back! 
   Bell choir has resumed practicing on Tuesday at 6:15 pm. There are still a couple of positions available. If 
you are interested, contact Frank at dentedtuba@yahoo.com  

Cause to Rejoice 

   Rejoice in the Lord always, again I will say, Rejoice! Phil. 4:4 
God is certainly at work among us here at Delta, and we have many reasons 
to rejoice. 
  We rejoice in the progress being made on our collaboration with our sister 
churches.  
   We rejoice in the return of the bell choir. 
   We rejoice in the decreasing number of new Covid cases. 
   We rejoice in your faithful financial support of Delta. What was anticipated to 
be a $40,000 deficit in 2021 turned into an approximately $4,000 surplus. Details 
will be available in the annual report. 
   We rejoice in the presence of the Boy Scouts in worship on February 20. 

   What gives you cause to rejoice? Let Wendy know and we’ll include it here next month. 
 

Spotlight on Mission: New Opportunities 
The Mission Committee met via zoom on Monday evening, February 21. We continue 
to focus on local needs, especially ministry to the homeless and hurting. We will 
continue to collect items throughout the year and are looking to add personal needs 
items for men and collections for the food pantries at Mt. Hope and Dimondale. 

 

mailto:dentedtuba@yahoo.com


Special Services during Lent 
Ash Wednesday, March 2, 11:30 to 1:00  

Mt. Hope Presbyterian Church  
301 W. Jolly Rd, Lansing 

This will be available in person and online at Mt. Hope’s Facebook page. There will be 4 stations with 
suggestions for prayers and reflections. Tony Patrick, pastor, will offer communion and the imposition of ashes.  
It is estimated to take about 20 minutes, and you are free to stop by anytime between 11:30 and 1:00. Masks 
are required.   
 
Maundy Thursday, April 14, 7:00 p.m. 
 Delta Presbyterian Church 
We will be celebrating the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper as we remember Jesus’s Last Supper with his 
disciples. The bell choir will play. Masks are required. 
 
Good Friday, April 15, 7:00 p.m. 
 First Presbyterian Church, Dimondale 
 162 Bridge St., Dimondale 
This service will reflect on Jesus’s crucifixion, and will be a quiet, meditative service, possibly with reflections 
from Nicodemus and Mary Magdalene. Masks are optional. 

 
One Great Hour of Sharing 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Each year we participate in the One Great Hour of Sharing offering during Lent. This year we are called to be 
repairers of the breach. One definition of “breach” is a gap in a wall, barrier, or defense, especially one made 
by an attacking army. There are breaches for people throughout the world.   

• For those who are reeling after a natural disaster, OGHS supports Presbyterian Disaster Assistance. 

• In 2020 PDA granted $6.5 million as more than 500 grants in the U.S. and 56 countries. Of that, 
$3.5 million was for COVID-19 response. 

• For those dealing with hunger, OGHS support the Presbyterian Hunger Program. 

• In 2020, PHP distributed food, fruit trees, animals and supported grain and seed banks and 
created 106 gardens and greenhouses for food production. 

• Supported programs that address the need for safe water and safe and sustainable farming. 
• The Presbyterian Committee on the Self-Development of People works with low-income 

communities to overcome oppression and injustice. Projects focus on advocacy; youth-led initiatives; 
skills development; farming; disabilities; immigration/refugee issues and capacity building.   



 

March 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 

6:15 pm 
Bellievers 

2 

Ash Wednesday 
9:30 am Prayers 
& Squares 
11:30-1 Drop in 
worship Mt. 
Hope  

3 
6:30 pm LAP 

4 5 

6 

1st Sunday in 
Lent 
Communion 
10 am Worship 

7 
7 pm Resources 
(Zoom)  
6:30-8 Boy 
Scouts 

8 

6:15 pm 
Bellievers 

9 
9:30 am Prayers 
& Squares 

10  11 12 

13 

2nd Sunday in 
Lent 
10 am Worship 
  
  
  
Daylight Saving 
Time Begins 

14 

6:30-8 Boy 
Scouts 

15 

6:15 pm 
Bellievers  

16 
9:30 am Prayers 
& Squares 

17  18 19 

20 

3rd Sunday in 
Lent 
10 am Worship 
Annual 
Congregational 
Meeting  

21 

6:30-8 Boy 
Scouts 

22 

6:15 pm 
Bellievers 

23 
9:30 am Prayers 
& Squares 

24  25 26 

27 

4th Sunday in 
Lent 
10 am Worship 

28 
6:30-8 Boy 
Scouts 
7pm Session 
(Zoom)  
7pm OCD  

29 

9:30 am Pastors’ 
meeting for joint 
ministry 
6:15 pm 
Bellievers 

30 
9:30 am Prayers 
& Squares 

31      

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Announcements 

Let Us Know. When you have prayer requests, would like a visit, are going to be out of town, or have a 
change in your contact information, please email the office at office@deltapresby.org or call and leave a 
message on voicemail. 

Ambassadors. Delta’s newsletter, The Ambassador, is sent out twice a month. If you are currently NOT 
receiving this newsletter by email and would like to, please let the office know and we will put you on the email 
list. 

Communication. We will be posting important updates on our website:  www.deltapresby.org and on our 
Facebook page.  If you have not liked our Facebook page yet, please do so that you will be able to see the 
updates. If you are not currently receiving updates by email and would like to, please email  
office@deltapresby.org and let us know. If you no longer want to receive email and prefer to receive news and 
information via U.S. Mail, please call the office and leave a voice mail if the office is closed. 

Contributions. If you are not attending worship, please mail or drop off your offerings to the church. Twice a 
month Jim Constandt and Fran Johnston will come in to take care of them and get them deposited. 

Website Calendar. If you have events that need to go on the website calendar, please let Art Kelley know.   

Papergator. Our Papergator has been moved to the west side of the larger parking lot next to the Granger 

trash bin.  

 

The Ambassador 
The Ambassador Delta Presbyterian Church 

6100 W. Michigan Ave. 
Lansing MI  48917 
Phone:  517-321-3569 
E-mail:  office@deltapresby.org 
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CHURCH STAFF 

Pastor:  Wendy S. Pratt 

Admin. Asst: Stacy Elliott 

Clerk of Session: Meredith Jackson 

Treasurer: Joe Frick 

Co-Treasurer: Bill Stirling 

Financial Secretary: Fran Johnston 

Accompanist: Frederick Isaac 

Adult Choir Dir.: Mark McElwee 

Bell Choir Dir.: Cindy Langenberg 

Website Coordinator: Art Kelley 

Kids Hope USA Program Dir.: Roger & Jan Small 

Asst. Kids Hope USA Dir.: Jane Thomas 

“We are ambassadors for Christ, God making 
His appeal through us.”  II Cor 5:20 . 

We’re on the Web! 
www.deltapresby.org 

mailto:office@deltapresby.org
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