
   While I am disappointed that we will not be together for 
Easter, I am excited by the plans we have for Easter this 
year.  We will be flowering a cross, and you are all invited 
to participate by coming into the church and placing flow-
ers on the cross.  Fran will be here to record this on 
Tuesday, March 16 and Wednesday, March 17 from 9 
am to 3 pm, so plan on dropping by then to add flowers to 
the cross.  We could still use some more flowers, so we 
welcome your donation of silk flowers.  You can drop them off at the office.  This is 
also a good opportunity to meet Stacy, our new administrative assistant. 
   As an update, we have now received communication from the Presbytery of 
Lake Michigan suggesting we continue with online worship through June 30

th
.  

They also provided guidelines for making the decision to reopen, and how to do it.  
In email conversation among Delta’s leadership, we anticipate being ready to re-
turn to worship in our building much sooner, since we anticipate hitting the recom-
mended guidelines soon.  The guidelines give targets for percentage of people 
vaccinated, cases per 100,000 in the community, and the positivity rate of tests.  
Just a reminder, we will continue to do the online worship even after we are back 
in our building, so if you are not comfortable returning immediately, you will have 
the option of continuing to worship online.  We will keep you posted on the plans 
as we make them, and they will be discussed at both the session and strategic 
planning team meetings March 14 and 15.    

Words From Wendy 
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“Holy Week 

   Though we won’t be together in our building for Holy Week this year, it is still an 
important week in our lives as Christians, and we encourage you to take the time 
to pause and reflect. I have a couple of things I like to do at this time of year that 
enrich my understanding of Christ’s great love for us.  I like to read through the 
gospel of Mark in its entirety. It is the shortest of the Gospels and is believed to 
have been the first written. Since it is short, I can read through all at once, and it 
gives me a deeper understanding of how the entire story of Jesus’ life flows. I also 
take time to listen to or watch Jesus Christ Superstar. Any movie/music that focus-
es on Holy Week would work just as well. Here are our plans for Holy Week this 
year:  
   March 28, Palm/Passion Sunday: This year we will be focusing on Jesus’s en-
trance into Jerusalem. (We will consider the Passion story on Maundy Thursday.) 

   April 1, Maundy Thursday:  We will share communion as we remember Jesus’ 
Last Supper with his disciples on    the night of his arrest.  We will then do a Tene-
brae service, in which we read the story of Jesus’s arrest and crucifixion,  extin-
guishing candles and singing a verse of Were You There after each passage.  We 
will gradually go into darkness,  and the service will close with the shutting of the 
grave. 

   April 2, Good Friday:  We will share with you a service put together by the Synod 
of the Covenant. 

   April 4, Easter Sunday:  We are working to combine old and new traditions into 
our Easter service.  There will be  plenty of opportunities to answer, “Christ is ris-
en!” with “He is risen indeed!”  We will have alleluias and flower a cross as  we cel-
ebrate Jesus’ victory over death and the new life that has given us. 

   Plan now to be part of these special services.   

Congregational Meeting March 25 

There will be a zoom congregational meeting on Thursday, March 25, 2021 at 7:00 
pm.  Copies of the annual report are available in the office for you to pick up, one will 
also be emailed to you.  Items of business at this meeting include receiving the 2020 
annual report, approving the pastor’s 2021 terms of call, and hold the annual meet-
ing of Corporation.   There will also be information shared on the 2021 budget. 



Prayer Care, March 12, 2021 

Frank Jackson, stents inserted on Feb. 5 
Svea Penepacker, health concerns (dementia & Covid-19) friend of Fran Johnston  
Tiffany Jordan, health concerns, friend of Jon Vogler 
Becky Carver, breast cancer, sister of Wendy Pratt 
Janet Johnston, home recovering from Covid-19, improving but still weak 
Flora Gilbert and oldest daughter, Covid-19 recovery 
Michael Jordan, now stationed in Italy, grandson of Flora Gilbert 
Kaleb, recovery from brain tumor surgery, friend of Sharon VanCourt 
Sharon Davis & son, Ali, personal issues, friend of Jon Vogler 
Sandy V., metastasized cancer, friend of Jane Elsinga 
Yvonne Alhaddad, health concerns, mother of Frederick Isaac 

                                       Continuing Prayers, March 12, 2021 

Kathy Peters, stroke recovery, rehab at Masonic Home, Alma 
Sue Keys, recovery from arm surgery, bone pain is gone 
Sharon McPherson, health concerns 
Adam LaPratt, son of Roger & Holly LaPratt  
Holly LaPratt, health concerns 
Jackie Bishop, ongoing back pain 
Terry, health concerns, sister of Cindy Schilling 
Philip Morey, sister, Dawn died 2 years ago, mother, Shirley, died Nov. 2019, father, Bill in last stages of liver cancer, 

neighbor of VanCourts 
Rick Morley, lung cancer, metastasized, cousin of Geri Jennings 
Mallory, brain surgery recovery, friend of Grace & neighbor of VanCourt 
 

*** 
SESSION    DEACONS   
Class of ‘21    Class of ‘21  Class of ‘22 
Jim Dexter    John Elsinga  Bonnie Reemsnyder 
Doug Dykstra    Geri Jennings  
Jane Elsinga    Art Kelley 
Meredith Jackson   Jan Small 
Jane Thomas    Laurie Stirling 
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T HE A MB ASS A DOR  

Birthdays 

Mar 7 Georgia Brown 

Mar 15 Wendy Benezette 

Mar 19 Roger Small 

Mar 21 Jo Seppala 
 Bill Stirling 

Mar 24 Sharon VanCourt 

April 5 Mary Jo Kelly  

April 8 Savannah Wright 

April 9 Mary Med  

April 14 Cindy Schilling 

April 17 Luci Kull 

April 20 Henry Lyon  

   It’s true, Ellen is officially retired.  Stacy is busy learning about all the tasks that come with her new job.  For now, 
office hours remain the same:  Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday from 9 to 3.  If  you haven’t yet, stop by the of-
fice and introduce yourself to Stacy.  The office email address remains the same:  office@deltapresby.org 

Office News 

mailto:office@deltapresby.org
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Worship  

   Are you willing to read Scripture or lead a prayer for a worship service? Please let Wendy know  
at wendy@deltapresby.org  

March Worship 

Sunday, March 14, 2021  Sunday, March 21, 2021   
4th Sunday in Lent   5th Sunday in Lent 
Communion**    Ezekiel 37:1-14 
1 Samuel 16:1-13   Romans 8:6-11 
Ephesians 5:8-14   Unexpected Life 
Unexpected King 

**Communion. We will be celebrating communion on Sunday, March 14.  Please have bread and juice ready before 
the service.                                                                                                                                                                                      
                          
Sunday March 28, 2021   Thursday April1,2021   April 4, 2021                                                  
Palm/Passion Sunday    Maundy Thursday   Easter              
Psalm 118:1-2,19-2   Communion    Matthew 28:1-10                                                    
Matthew 21:1-11                                      I Corinthians 11:23-26    Act 10:34-4                                                                                                                     
Unexpected Entrance   Matthew 26:36-27:61     What Now?    
     In Remembrance 

Cause to Rejoice 

Rejoice in the Lord always, again I will say, Rejoice!  Phil. 4:4 

God continues to give us cause to rejoice here at Delta. 

   We rejoice in your generosity that enabled us to give Ellen $880 to honor her on 
her retirement. 

   We rejoice in the number of people who gathered on zoom to celebrate Ellen’s re-
tirement.   

   We rejoice in the beautiful spring weather. 

   We rejoice in the many years of faithful service that Richard Mead gave the church as coordinator of security, and 
we thank Doug for being willing to take on the job. 

   We rejoice in the increasing availability of vaccines, and the number of our members who are totally vaccinated.   

   We rejoice in your faithful financial support of the church.   

What gives you cause to rejoice around Delta?  Let us know and we’ll include it here next time.   

Let us Pray  

   Pray that we would be patient and continue to follow the mask restrictions as we get clos- er 
to the end of this pandemic.  Pray that the vaccine distribution would go smoothly, and they 
would be available to the people who need them most.   

   Please include the following people in your prayers: week of March 7: Mark & Kelli Fech, Rhonda Fort, Joe & Trudie 
Frick, Kris Fry; week of March 14: Betty Gaffney, Flora Gilbert, Julianne Hebert, Helen Hogan; week of March 21: Fred-
erick Isaac, Frank & Ellen Jackson, Meredith Jackson, Mary Jarrard; week of March 28: Chuck & Geri Jennings, Fran 
Johnston, Larry & Janet Johnston, Art & Mary Jo Kelly, Week of April 1: Darlene Kern, Jack & Susan Keys, Luci Kull, 
Roger & Holly LaPratt, Mary Ann Martin.   

mailto:wendy@deltapresby.org
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Let Us Know. When you have prayer requests, would like a visit, are going to be out of town, or have a 
change in your contact information, please email the office at office@deltapresby.org or call and leave a 
message on voicemail. 

Ambassadors. Delta’s monthly newsletter, The Ambassador, is usually sent out at the beginning of each 
month, but during this unusual time, we will now be sending them out twice a month. If you are currently 
NOT receiving this newsletter by email and would like to, please let the office know and we will put you on 
the email list. 

Communication. We will be posting important updates on our website:  www.deltapresby.org and on our 
Facebook page.  If you have not liked our Facebook page yet, please do so that you will be able to see the 
updates. If you are not currently receiving updates by email and would like to, please email of-
fice@deltapresby.org and let us know. If you no longer want to receive email and prefer to receive news and 
information via U.S. Mail, please call the office and leave a voice mail if the office is closed. 

Contributions. Please mail or drop off your pledges to the church. Twice a month Jim Constandt and Fran 
Johnston will come in to take care of them and get them deposited. 

Website Calendar. If you have events that need to go on the website calendar, please let Art Kelley know.   

Papergator. Our Papergator has been moved to the west side of the larger parking lot, next to the Granger 
trash bin. This will allow us to only plow one parking lot during the winter.  

Office News. The church office is open 9 am-3 pm Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday.  

Tax Hint From Our Treasurer: Even if you do not itemize on your Federal Income Tax Return for 2020 and 
take the standard deduction, you may still be eligible for a Charitable Contribution of $300.00 (line 10b Ad-
justments to income). 

The Ambassador 

Delta Presbyterian Church 
6100 W. Michigan Ave. 
Lansing MI  48917 
Phone:  517-321-3569 
E-mail:  office@deltapresby.org 
 
March 12, 2021 

CHURCH STAFF 
Pastor:  Wendy S. Pratt 
Admin. Asst.:  Stacy Elliott 
Clerk of Session:  Jane Elsinga 
Treasurer:  Joe Frick 
Co-Treasurer: Bill Stirling 
Financial Secretary: Fran Johnston 
Accompanist:  Frederick Isaac 
Adult Choir Dir.:  Mark McElwee 
Website Coordinator:  Art Kelley 
Kids Hope USA Program Dir.:  Roger & Jan Small 
Asst. Kids Hope USA Dir.:  Jane Thomas 

“We are ambassadors for Christ, God making 
His appeal through us.”  II Cor 5:20 . 

We’re on the Web! 
www.deltapresby.org 

Announcements 
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