
   As a youth I remember going to an annual church con-
ference. Each year we would sing the hymn, “And Are 
We Yet Alive,” at opening worship. It was sung to the 
tune of Blest Be the Tie that Binds. The words were writ-
ten by Charles Wesley.   

And are we yet alive,  
and see each other's face?  
Glory and thanks to Jesus give  
for his almighty grace!  

Preserved by power divine  
to full salvation here,  
again in Jesus' praise we join,  
and in his sight appear.  

   As we leave 2020 behind, we are alive. After 9 months of not being able to wor-
ship in our building, we are alive. The dawning of 2021 has not, unfortunately, 
meant the arrival of a fresh new world free of Covid-19, racism, polarization, eco-
nomic hardship, social isolation and all the other challenges that made 2020 so 
hard. It doesn’t mean an immediate return to in-person worship, coffee time and 
fellowship meals. By the time we return to worship in our building, we will have 
been out for over a year. There are signs of hope, though, as vaccines are being 
administered. Despite the challenges, we have remained together and connected 
as a congregation. We have continued to worship, though in new ways. We have 
continued to serve our community and those in need around us. We have contin-
ued to seek to learn and improve on our worship experiences. We have continued 
to minister to our neighbors, and several told us how much they needed and ap-
preciated our Living Nativity on Christmas Eve.   
   There has been much conversation among clergy about what this time means 
for the church. One that I continue to hear and that has continually resonated with 
me is that this time has shown us the church is not a building. For too long, church 
has been centered around specific buildings. We can close our building and still be 
the church. Having learned this, we now have an opportunity to consider what 
church will look like in the future. How do we continue to be the church in the 
world? We have already decided that we will continue the online worship services. 
We are alive, and we will continue to live and serve our God. 

Words From Wendy 
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Toasty Toes Collection 

   Once again we are collecting socks to be distributed to ministries that serve the 
homeless. Look for sales and drop the socks by the church during office hours.   

“Let Us Pray” 

   As we move into this new year, please pray for our lead-
ers as they take on new roles.  Pray for us to find common 
ground as a country and come together. Also include the 
following in your prayers: week of January 3: Bill & Sue Settle, Roger & Jan Small, 
Bill & Laurie Stirling; week of January 10: Margaret Strange, Ralph & Susan Swan, 
Jane Thomas, Ed Troshak; week of January 17: Jack & Sharon VanCourt, Brad Ven-
man, Jon & Meg Vogler, Chuck Wilbur; week of January 24: Norm Wilson, Dan, An-
na Marie, Isaiah, Ethan, & Aiden Woloszyn; Ken, Jessica, Savannah, Callum & Luke 
Wright. 



Prayer Care, January 8, 2021 

Mary Meier and family, her brother, Bill, died of Covid-19 on Dec. 21 
Janet Johnston, home recovering from Covid-19, improving but still weak 
Sue Keys, recovery from arm surgery, bone pain is gone 
Sharon McPherson, health concerns 
Flora Gilbert and oldest daughter, Covid-19 
Terry, health concerns, sister of Cindy Schilling 
Philip Morey, sister, Dawn died 2 years ago, mother, Shirley, died Nov. 2019, father, Bill in 

last stages of liver cancer, neighbor of VanCourts 
Michael Jordan, now stationed in Italy, grandson of Flora Gilbert 
Kaleb, recovery from brain tumor surgery, friend of Sharon VanCourt 
Sharon Davis & son, Ali, personal issues, friend of Jon Vogler 
Sandy V., metastasized cancer, friend of Jane Elsinga 
Yvonne Alhaddad, health concerns, mother of Frederick Isaac 

Continuing Prayers, January 8, 2021 

Kathy Peters, stroke recovery, rehab at Masonic Home, Alma 
Adam LaPratt, son of Roger & Holly LaPratt  
Holly LaPratt, health concerns 
Jackie Bishop, ongoing back pain 
Rick Morley, lung cancer, metastasized, cousin of Geri Jennings 
Rev. Dr. Jeff O’Neill, chemo treatments, retired pastor from First Presbyterian Church, Lansing 
Mallory, brain surgery recovery, friend of Grace & neighbor of VanCourt 
 

*** 
SESSION    DEACONS   
Class of ‘21    Class of ‘21  Class of ‘22 
Jim Dexter    John Elsinga  Bonnie Reemsnyder 
Doug Dykstra    Geri Jennings  
Jane Elsinga    Art Kelley 
Meredith Jackson   Jan Small 
Jane Thomas    Laurie Stirling 
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Prayer Care & Continuing Prayer-January 8, 2021 

T HE A MB ASS A DOR  

Birthdays 

Jan 1 Norm Wilson 

Jan 10 Don Hogan 
 Isaiah Woloszyn 

Jan 15 Ginny Noble 

Jan 16 Aiden Woloszyn 

Jan 21 Isaac O’Neill 

Feb 1 Eli Bishop 
 Jackson Bishop 

Feb 7 Julianne Hebert  

Feb 8 Wendy Pratt 

Feb 13 Elizabeth Nichols 

Feb 27 Mary Ann Martin 

Feb 28 Brad Venman 

Thank You, Delta! 

Dear Prayers and Squares Group, 
   Thank you so much for the lovely quilted lap throw you gave our family in honor of 
my dad, Bob Kull. We’ll sure enjoy using it now that winter weather is here. 
   I called my mom to tell her about your gift and she was so appreciative, as am I! 
   Thanks again for your thoughtfulness, 
Sue Mason and family 

 



V OLU ME  1 9,  ISSU E 2  

Dear Partners in Mission at Delta Presbyterian 

  Wishing you peace, hope, love and good health in the year to come. Your gift to 
the Southside Community Kitchen helps us prepare our new site and sustains our 
mission of alleviating hunger in the community. Watch for our winter newsletter for 
exciting details! Thank you for your generous support during this challenging time. 
   Blessings, Marcia Beer 
   Your friends at the Southside Community Kitchen 
 

   Thank you so much for your donation of coats [adult]. They are extremely helpful. It seems that the needs are 
greater than ever. May God richly bless. 

   Snowrene, Seventh-Day Adventist Community Services 
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Thank You, Delta! 

Worship  

   Are you willing to read Scripture or lead a prayer for a worship service? Please let Wendy know  
at wendy@deltapresby.org  

January Worship 

Sunday, January 10, 2021  Sunday, January 17, 2021  Sunday, January 24, 2021 
Baptism of the Lord   2nd Sunday after Epiphany  3rd Sunday after Epiphany 
Communion**    Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18   Jonah 3:1-5, 10 
Genesis 1:1-5Mark 1:1-11  John 1:43-51    Mark 1:14-20 
Mark 1:1-11    Known and Called   The Irresistible Call 
Beginnings 
 
**Communion. We will be celebrating communion on Sunday, January 10  Please have bread and juice ready before 
the service.   

Sunday, January 31, 2021 
4th Sunday after Epiphany 
Psalm 111 
1 Corinthians 8:1-13 
Stumbling Blocks 

Cause to Rejoice 

Rejoice in the Lord always, again I will say, Rejoice!  Phil. 4:4 

God continues to work in and through us, and we have ample reason to rejoice. 

   We rejoice in our Drive-thru Christmas Eve Service. We had plenty of help with 
set-up and take down, and our actors did a wonderful job. We had a number of neighbors who came through, and 
several thanked us, commenting that they really needed it. Thank you to all who contributed to its success. 
   We rejoice in Frank (and Jeff) Jackson’s work on the December worship services, giving Art Kelley a break. We 
rejoice that Frank is willing to continue through January.   
   We rejoice that we are still alive. 
   We rejoice in your faithful support of the church. At this point, it looks like we will end the year in the black, the 
result of your faithful giving and the money we saved on utilities, cleaning, and other expenses. 
   We rejoice in the arrival of vaccines, and the hope that gives us.   
   We rejoice in the opportunity to reflect on what it means to be the church and how we will move forward together 
as a congregation.   
   We rejoice that as the world changes, God remains the same, yesterday, today, and forever. 

   What gives you cause to rejoice? Let us know and we’ll include it here next time. 

mailto:wendy@deltapresby.org
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Let Us Know. When you have prayer requests, would like a visit, are going to be out of town, or have a 
change in your contact information, please email the office at office@deltapresby.org or call and leave a 
message on Wendy’s voicemail, ext. 103. 

Ambassadors. Delta’s monthly newsletter, The Ambassador, is usually sent out at the beginning of each 
month, but during this unusual time, we will now be sending them out twice a month. If you are currently 
NOT receiving this newsletter by email and would like to, please let the office know and we will put you on 
the email list. 

Communication. We will be posting important updates on our website:  www.deltapresby.org and on our 
Facebook page.  If you have not liked our Facebook page yet, please do so that you will be able to see the 
updates. If you are not currently receiving updates by email and would like to, please email of-
fice@deltapresby.org and let us know. If you no longer want to receive email and prefer to receive news and 
information via U.S. Mail, please call the office. If you need to leave a voice mail, leave it in Wendy’s voice 
mail (ext 103) as due to technical difficulties, we can’t currently access the office voice mail.   

Contributions. Please mail or drop off your pledges to the church. Twice a month Jim Constandt and Fran 
Johnston will come in to take care of them and get them deposited. 

Website Calendar. If you have events that need to go on the website calendar, please let Art Kelley know.   

Papergator. Our Papergator has been moved to the west side of the larger parking lot, next to the Granger 
trash bin. This will allow us to only plow one parking lot during the winter.  

Office News. We are back in the office 9 am-3 pm Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday. The next Ambas-
sador will come out the week of the 27th.   

The Ambassador 

Delta Presbyterian Church 
6100 W. Michigan Ave. 
Lansing MI  48917 
Phone:  517-321-3569 
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CHURCH STAFF 
Pastor:  Wendy S. Pratt 
Admin. Asst.:  Ellen Jackson 
Clerk of Session:  Jane Elsinga 
Treasurer:  Joe Frick 
Co-Treasurer: Bill Stirling 
Financial Secretary: Fran Johnston 
Accompanist:  Frederick Isaac 
Adult Choir Dir.:  Mark McElwee 
Website Coordinator:  Art Kelley 
Kids Hope USA Program Dir.:  Roger & Jan Small 
Asst. Kids Hope USA Dir.:  Jane Thomas 

“We are ambassadors for Christ, God making 
His appeal through us.”  II Cor 5:20 . 

We’re on the Web! 
www.deltapresby.org 

Announcements 
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