
   I am so grateful for your faith and the ways in which it 
has carried us through a very challenging time in the life 
of the church and the world. I know some of you have 
received your vaccines, and others of us are still waiting. 
There are growing concerns about Covid-19 mutating 
and what impact that will have. Yet with the falling case 
numbers here in Michigan, it is nice to be hopeful and 
see the end in sight.   
   I remember early on someone asked me if I thought the 
church would survive. I assured whoever it was that I was 
confident we would. Now I can tell you we have not only 
survived, we have done well. We started the year with a 
budget deficit of over $13,000. We ended the year with a surplus of over $30,000. 
Even though we were blessed with a PPP loan and reduction in pension and medi-
cal dues by the Board of Pensions, your generosity exceeded our expectations. 
Both pledges and non-pledge giving were above what we had budgeted. Thank 
you for your faithful support of the church.   
   In addition to our financial health, we have also continued to make, collect, and 
donate coats, hats, quilts, socks, gloves, and toys. Our neighbors have assisted us 
in those collections. We have experimented with new forms of worship, both online 
and in our live nativity scene on Christmas Eve.   
   When we are able to be together again, we will continue to provide online wor-
ship, and we may find that our attendance fluctuates some with the availability of 
online worship. We have discovered there are advantages to being able to do wor-
ship when it is convenient.  
   I don’t know where God will lead us this year. After seeing the faith and strength 
of this congregation during a very challenging 2020, I am excited to see how we 
will grow our ministry in 2021.   

Words From Wendy 
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Toasty Toes Collection 

   Through out February we will be collecting socks for distribution to homeless min-
istries. As of today, we have collected 422 pairs of socks. You can drop your dona-
tion of socks off at the church between 9 am and 3 pm on Tuesday, Wednesday, or 
Thursday. 

“Let Us Pray” 

   As we move into the heart of winter, with snow and cold, pray for those who are 
homeless, those with inadequate housing, and those who struggle to pay for heat.  
Also include the following in your prayers: week of January 31: Jeff & Sandy 
Akright, Don & Betty Aschom, Pat Baker; week of February 7: Bob & Wendy 
Benezette, Steve, Jackie, Jillien, Briahna, Grace, Jackson, & Eli Bishop; week of 
February 14: Mark Bradley, David & Holly Brock, Georgia Brown, Bob & Jan Bu-
chanan; week of February 21: Kerri Buchanan, Peggy Carlson, Jim Constandt, Jim 
& JoAnn Dexter; week of February 28: Lisa Dingwell, Doug & Maureen Dykstra, 
Nancy Ellis, John & Jane Elsinga. 



Prayer Care, January 28, 2021 

Family of Beckett Gimm-Bergh, “Beck” died Jan. 18, employee of Waverly Schools 
Becky Carver, breast cancer, sister of Wendy Pratt 
Janet Johnston, home recovering from Covid-19, improving but still weak 
Sue Keys, recovery from arm surgery, bone pain is gone 
Sharon McPherson, health concerns 
Flora Gilbert and oldest daughter, Covid-19 
Terry, health concerns, sister of Cindy Schilling 
Philip Morey, sister, Dawn died 2 years ago, mother, Shirley, died Nov. 2019, father, Bill in 

last stages of liver cancer, neighbor of VanCourts 
Michael Jordan, now stationed in Italy, grandson of Flora Gilbert 
Kaleb, recovery from brain tumor surgery, friend of Sharon VanCourt 
Sharon Davis & son, Ali, personal issues, friend of Jon Vogler 
Sandy V., metastasized cancer, friend of Jane Elsinga 
Yvonne Alhaddad, health concerns, mother of Frederick Isaac 

Continuing Prayers, January 28, 2021 

Kathy Peters, stroke recovery, rehab at Masonic Home, Alma 
Adam LaPratt, son of Roger & Holly LaPratt  
Holly LaPratt, health concerns 
Jackie Bishop, ongoing back pain 
Rick Morley, lung cancer, metastasized, cousin of Geri Jennings 
Rev. Dr. Jeff O’Neill, chemo treatments, retired pastor from First Presbyterian Church, Lansing 
Mallory, brain surgery recovery, friend of Grace & neighbor of VanCourt 
 

*** 
SESSION    DEACONS   
Class of ‘21    Class of ‘21  Class of ‘22 
Jim Dexter    John Elsinga  Bonnie Reemsnyder 
Doug Dykstra    Geri Jennings  
Jane Elsinga    Art Kelley 
Meredith Jackson   Jan Small 
Jane Thomas    Laurie Stirling 
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Prayer Care & Continuing Prayer-January 28, 2021 

T HE A MB ASS A DOR  

Birthdays 

Feb 1 Eli Bishop 
 Jackson Bishop 

Feb 7 Julianne Hebert  

Feb 8 Wendy Pratt 

Feb 13 Elizabeth Nichols 

Feb 27 Mary Ann Martin 

Feb 28 Brad Venman 

 

2021 Per Capita Rate-$35.23 

   All Presbyterians are called to take part in the whole church’s ecclesiastical and administrative work through per 
capita giving. The annual rate is a per-member apportionment that is assessed biennially by the General Assembly. 
   The total 2021 per capita rate is $35.23 per member. That rate includes $8.98 for the Office of the General Assem-
bly, $3.25 for the Synod of the Covenant and $23.00 for the presbytery. Please mark “Per Capita” in the memo portion 
of your check. 



V OLU ME  1 9,  ISSU E 2  

   As most of you know, Ellen is retiring at the end of February.  The Personnel Committee has created a job de-
scription and has received a number of applications through Facebook.  We will be meeting on the 28th and deciding 
who we want to interview.  We hope to have someone in place before Ellen retires so she can provide training.   
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Office News 

Worship  

   Are you willing to read Scripture or lead a prayer for a worship service? Please let Wendy know  
at wendy@deltapresby.org  

January –February Worship 

Sunday, January 31, 2021  Sunday, February 7, 2021  Sunday, February 14, 2021 
4th Sunday after Epiphany  5th Sunday after Epiphany  Transfiguration Sunday 
Psalm 111    1 Corinthians 9:16-23   Communion** 
1 Corinthians 8:1-13   Mark 1:29-39    2 Corinthians 4:3-6 
Stumbling Blocks   Sharing the Good News  Mark 9:2-9 
          Maintaining the Light 
 
**Communion. We will be celebrating communion on Sunday, February 14.  Please have bread and juice ready be-
fore the service.   

Sunday, February 21, 2021  Sunday, February 28, 2021  Sunday, March 7, 2021 
1st Sunday in Lent   2nd Sunday in Lent   3rd Sunday in Lent 
Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7   Genesis 12:1-4a   Exodus 17:1-7 
Matthew 4:1-11    Romans 4:1-5, 13-17   Romans 5:1-11 
Unexpected Temptation  Unexpected Call   Unexpected Response 

Cause to Rejoice 

   Rejoice in the Lord always, again I will say, Rejoice!  Phil. 4:4 

   As we move into 2021, God continues to be at work in and through us, giving us 
many reasons to rejoice. 

   We rejoice in your faithful support of Delta that enabled us to end the year with money in the bank. 
   We rejoice in the ongoing work of Frank and Art to get our worship services edited and online.   
   We rejoice in Roger Small’s successful cataract surgery. 
   We rejoice that several of our members have now received their first Covid-19 vaccinations. 
   We rejoice in the peaceful inauguration.   
   We rejoice that Matt & Raven Reemsnyder have moved into their new house, and are expecting in May. That will 
make Gary & Bonnie first-time grandparents! 
   We rejoice in the opportunities God will set before us in this coming year.   

   What gives you cause to rejoice?  Let us know and we will include it here next month. 

Zoom Fellowship Meal 

   On Sunday, February 7 at 11:00 a.m., we are going to have a virtual Fellowship Meal on Zoom. We invite you to 
join us for a time of catching up and conversation. Eating is optional. Depending on how many people join us, we 
may set up multiple rooms for conversation. A link to the Zoom meeting will be included in the email with the worship 
service link on February 6. We look forward to seeing everyone there.   

mailto:wendy@deltapresby.org
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Let Us Know. When you have prayer requests, would like a visit, are going to be out of town, or have a 
change in your contact information, please email the office at office@deltapresby.org or call and leave a 
message on Wendy’s voicemail, ext. 103. 

Ambassadors. Delta’s monthly newsletter, The Ambassador, is usually sent out at the beginning of each 
month, but during this unusual time, we will now be sending them out twice a month. If you are currently 
NOT receiving this newsletter by email and would like to, please let the office know and we will put you on 
the email list. 

Communication. We will be posting important updates on our website:  www.deltapresby.org and on our 
Facebook page.  If you have not liked our Facebook page yet, please do so that you will be able to see the 
updates. If you are not currently receiving updates by email and would like to, please email of-
fice@deltapresby.org and let us know. If you no longer want to receive email and prefer to receive news and 
information via U.S. Mail, please call the office. If you need to leave a voice mail, leave it in Wendy’s voice 
mail (ext 103) as due to technical difficulties, we can’t currently access the office voice mail.   

Contributions. Please mail or drop off your pledges to the church. Twice a month Jim Constandt and Fran 
Johnston will come in to take care of them and get them deposited. 

Website Calendar. If you have events that need to go on the website calendar, please let Art Kelley know.   

Papergator. Our Papergator has been moved to the west side of the larger parking lot, next to the Granger 
trash bin. This will allow us to only plow one parking lot during the winter.  

Office News. The church office is open 9 am-3 pm Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday.  

The Ambassador 

Delta Presbyterian Church 
6100 W. Michigan Ave. 
Lansing MI  48917 
Phone:  517-321-3569 
E-mail:  office@deltapresby.org 
 
JANUARY 28, 2021 

CHURCH STAFF 
Pastor:  Wendy S. Pratt 
Admin. Asst.:  Ellen Jackson 
Clerk of Session:  Jane Elsinga 
Treasurer:  Joe Frick 
Co-Treasurer: Bill Stirling 
Financial Secretary: Fran Johnston 
Accompanist:  Frederick Isaac 
Adult Choir Dir.:  Mark McElwee 
Website Coordinator:  Art Kelley 
Kids Hope USA Program Dir.:  Roger & Jan Small 
Asst. Kids Hope USA Dir.:  Jane Thomas 

“We are ambassadors for Christ, God making 
His appeal through us.”  II Cor 5:20 . 

We’re on the Web! 
www.deltapresby.org 

Announcements 
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