
   Last year, I was excited about the sermon series I had 
planned for Lent. The theme was “Unexpected,” and I 
was planning to focus on how God works in unexpected 
ways. We had just begun working on a five-year strategic 
plan, and I wanted to prepare us for the reality that God 
might take us in unexpected directions. The second Sun-
day in Lent was March 8, and it was the last time we wor-
shiped together in our building. I think a year without in-
person worship certainly qualifies as something unex-
pected.   
   If you had told me that a congregation could be out of their building and unable 
to gather in person for a year and survive, I would have thought you were crazy.  
Yet that is our situation today. We have not only survived, we have discovered 
new ways of connecting and worshiping. We turned what we expected to be a defi-
cit budget into one that ended with a healthy surplus.   
   This year for Lent I have dusted off the series I planned for last year. I will reuse 
the first two themes, though the content will be all new. God is continuing to do 
unexpected things, and as we await the time we can be back together in person, I 
suspect there will be many more unexpected things.   
   This year has been challenging, and we have stretched and grown as we have 
discovered new ways of being the church, even when we are together again. I’m 
excited to see where God will take us in this coming year.     

Words From Wendy 
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Toasty Toes Collection 

   Thank you to everyone who has donated socks for 
distribution to the homeless.  We are rapidly ap-
proaching 500 pairs. A big thank you to Trudie Frick, 
who delivered socks, hats, and gloves to Advent House, Loaves and Fishes, City 
Rescue Mission, Footprints of Michigan, and Punks with Lunch. We also thank 
those who donated the hats and gloves. Our collection continues through February, 
so keep looking for sales! 

“Let Us Pray” 

   As the impeachment trial continues, please pray for the 
senators that God would guide them in the decision they 
face. Also include the following in your prayers: week of 
February 14: Mark Bradley, David & Holly Brock, Georgia Brown, Bob & Jan Bu-
chanan; week of February 21: Kerri Buchanan, Peggy Carlson, Jim Constandt, Jim 
& JoAnn Dexter; week of February 28: Lisa Dingwell, Doug & Maureen Dykstra, 
Nancy Ellis, John & Jane Elsinga. 

Looking Ahead to Easter 

   The Spiritual Life Committee has begun making plans for Easter. We don’t know 
if we’ll be back in our building or not, so we are making plans for either possibility. 
If you have some silk flowers around the house you would be willing to donate, 
please drop them off at the office. You’ll have to wait until closer to Easter to find 
out how we are going to use them. 

2021 Per Capita Rate-$35.23 

   All Presbyterians are called to take part in the whole church’s ecclesiastical and 
administrative work through per capita giving. The annual rate is a per-member ap-
portionment that is assessed biennially by the General Assembly. 
   The total 2021 per capita rate is $35.23 per member. Please mark “Per Capita” in 
the memo portion of your check. 



Prayer Care, February 12, 2021 

Frank Jackson, stents inserted on Feb. 5 
Svea Penepacker, health concerns (dementia & Covid-19) friend of Fran Johnston  
Tiffany Jordan, health concerns, friend of Jon Vogler 
Becky Carver, breast cancer, sister of Wendy Pratt 
Janet Johnston, home recovering from Covid-19, improving but still weak 
Flora Gilbert and oldest daughter, Covid-19 recovery 
Michael Jordan, now stationed in Italy, grandson of Flora Gilbert 
Kaleb, recovery from brain tumor surgery, friend of Sharon VanCourt 
Sharon Davis & son, Ali, personal issues, friend of Jon Vogler 
Sandy V., metastasized cancer, friend of Jane Elsinga 
Yvonne Alhaddad, health concerns, mother of Frederick Isaac 

                                       Continuing Prayers, February 12, 2021 

Kathy Peters, stroke recovery, rehab at Masonic Home, Alma 
Sue Keys, recovery from arm surgery, bone pain is gone 
Sharon McPherson, health concerns 
Adam LaPratt, son of Roger & Holly LaPratt  
Holly LaPratt, health concerns 
Jackie Bishop, ongoing back pain 
Terry, health concerns, sister of Cindy Schilling 
Philip Morey, sister, Dawn died 2 years ago, mother, Shirley, died Nov. 2019, father, Bill in last stages of liver cancer, 

neighbor of VanCourts 
Rick Morley, lung cancer, metastasized, cousin of Geri Jennings 
Mallory, brain surgery recovery, friend of Grace & neighbor of VanCourt 
 

*** 
SESSION    DEACONS   
Class of ‘21    Class of ‘21  Class of ‘22 
Jim Dexter    John Elsinga  Bonnie Reemsnyder 
Doug Dykstra    Geri Jennings  
Jane Elsinga    Art Kelley 
Meredith Jackson   Jan Small 
Jane Thomas    Laurie Stirling 
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Prayer Care & Continuing Prayer-February 12, 2021 

T HE A MB ASS A DOR  

Birthdays 

Feb 1 Eli Bishop 
 Jackson Bishop 

Feb 7 Julianne Hebert  

Feb 8 Wendy Pratt 

Feb 13 Elizabeth Nichols 

Feb 27 Mary Ann Martin 

Feb 28 Brad Venman 

Mar 2 Jack Keys 

Mar 3 Nancy Ellis 

Mar 4 Mary Jarrard 

Mar 7 Georgia Brown 

Mar 15 Wendy Benezette 

   As Ellen’s retirement approaches at the end of this month, the Personnel Committee has been hard at work seeking 
a new administrative assistant. We have reviewed over 60 resumes, selected 7 candidates, scheduled 5 interviews, 
and conducted 2 interviews. Unfortunately, the person we selected for the job has withdrawn due to changes at her 
current job. We are back to seeking an applicant. Please pray that we would find the right person to serve as our Ad-
ministrative Assistant. We will offer our gratitude and best wishes to Ellen during a Zoom Fellowship Meal on Sunday, 
March 7. 

Office News 
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Worship  

   Are you willing to read Scripture or lead a prayer for a worship service? Please let Wendy know  
at wendy@deltapresby.org  

February-March Worship 

Sunday, February 14, 2021  Sunday, February 21, 2021  Sunday, February 28, 2021 
Transfiguration Sunday   1st Sunday in Lent   2nd Sunday in Lent 
Communion**    Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7   Genesis 12:1-4a 
2 Corinthians 4:3-6   Matthew 4:1-11    Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 
Mark 9:2-9    Unexpected Temptation  Unexpected Call 
Maintaining the Light 
 
**Communion. We will be celebrating communion on Sunday, February 14.  Please have bread and juice ready be-
fore the service.   

Sunday, March 7, 2021   Sunday, March 14, 2021  Sunday, March 21, 2021 
3rd Sunday in Lent   4th Sunday in Lent   5th Sunday in Lent 
Exodus 17:1-7    Communion    Ezekiel 37:1-14 
Romans 5:1-11    1 Samuel 16:1-13   Romans 8:6-11 
Unexpected Response   Ephesians 5:8-14   Unexpected Life 
     Unexpected King 

Cause to Rejoice 

      Rejoice in the Lord always, again I will say, Rejoice!  Phil. 4:4 

   As we move into 2021, God continues to be at work in and through us, giving us 
many reasons to rejoice. 

   We rejoice in your faithful financial support of the church. 
   We rejoice that vaccines are finally being distributed. 
   We rejoice that schools are preparing to open again. 
   We rejoice in the technology that keeps us connected during the pandemic. 
   We rejoice in all the socks, hats, and gloves you have contributed.   
   We rejoice in the faithful service of our members on Session, Deacons, and committees.   
   We rejoice in Jim Constandt and Fran Johnston’s faithfulness in coming in twice a month to count offerings and 
deposit them in the bank.   
   We rejoice in Doug Dykstra fixing our office telephone. Hurray!  

   What gives you cause to rejoice?  Let us know and we will include it here next month. 

Thank You, Delta 

   On behalf of the Love Clothing Center, I want to thank Delta Presbyterian Church for recent donations of over 20 
winter coats, several pairs of snow pants, and lots of winter gloves and hats! These donations are truly a blessing 
and we are so thankful for the continued support from the members of your church! 
   Although 2020 has presented us with unexpected challenges in serving our families during the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, we have been able to increase the number of new and used clothing items each child now receives, and will con-
tinue with this increase for the foreseeable future. We are also blessed to have received a large donation of new win-
ter coats, new shoes and boots, new kids’ pajamas as well as new underwear and socks, allowing us to be even bet-
ter stewards of the donations we receive from your church, as well as other individuals and churches in the Lansing 
community. 
   As we start 2021, we look forward to working with Delta Presbyterian Church and other church partners to continue 
the work of sharing God’s love by serving those in need in our community. 

In the Shepherd’s Fold, 
Debra Dawsey, Cheryl Killian 
Co-directors, Love Clothing Center [Judson Memorial Baptist Church] 

mailto:wendy@deltapresby.org
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Let Us Know. When you have prayer requests, would like a visit, are going to be out of town, or have a 
change in your contact information, please email the office at office@deltapresby.org or call and leave a 
message on voicemail. 

Ambassadors. Delta’s monthly newsletter, The Ambassador, is usually sent out at the beginning of each 
month, but during this unusual time, we will now be sending them out twice a month. If you are currently 
NOT receiving this newsletter by email and would like to, please let the office know and we will put you on 
the email list. 

Communication. We will be posting important updates on our website:  www.deltapresby.org and on our 
Facebook page.  If you have not liked our Facebook page yet, please do so that you will be able to see the 
updates. If you are not currently receiving updates by email and would like to, please email of-
fice@deltapresby.org and let us know. If you no longer want to receive email and prefer to receive news and 
information via U.S. Mail, please call the office and leave a voice mail if the office is closed. 

Contributions. Please mail or drop off your pledges to the church. Twice a month Jim Constandt and Fran 
Johnston will come in to take care of them and get them deposited. 

Website Calendar. If you have events that need to go on the website calendar, please let Art Kelley know.   

Papergator. Our Papergator has been moved to the west side of the larger parking lot, next to the Granger 
trash bin. This will allow us to only plow one parking lot during the winter.  

Office News. The church office is open 9 am-3 pm Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday.  

Tax Hint From Our Treasurer: Even if you do not itemize on your Federal Income Tax Return for 2020 and 
take the standard deduction, you may still be eligible for a Charitable Contribution of $300.00 (line 10b Ad-
justments to income). 

The Ambassador 

Delta Presbyterian Church 
6100 W. Michigan Ave. 
Lansing MI  48917 
Phone:  517-321-3569 
E-mail:  office@deltapresby.org 
 
FEBRUARY 12, 2021 

CHURCH STAFF 
Pastor:  Wendy S. Pratt 
Admin. Asst.:  Ellen Jackson 
Clerk of Session:  Jane Elsinga 
Treasurer:  Joe Frick 
Co-Treasurer: Bill Stirling 
Financial Secretary: Fran Johnston 
Accompanist:  Frederick Isaac 
Adult Choir Dir.:  Mark McElwee 
Website Coordinator:  Art Kelley 
Kids Hope USA Program Dir.:  Roger & Jan Small 
Asst. Kids Hope USA Dir.:  Jane Thomas 

“We are ambassadors for Christ, God making 
His appeal through us.”  II Cor 5:20 . 

We’re on the Web! 
www.deltapresby.org 

Announcements 
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