
As the trial of the police officer who knelt on George 
Floyd’s neck continues, we are becoming aware of other 
tragic events involving police officers and black men.  We 
saw a police officer mistake her service revolver for a tazer 
and kill a man who was wanted on a misdemeanor warrant.  
We saw images from December, in which an army officer 
was stopped for not having plates (though he did have a 
temporary tag visible in the back window) on his new vehi-
cle.  He was told to keep his hands visible out the window and unfasten his seat-
belt and get out of the car while two officers held guns on him.  We see him re-
maining calm and asking about why he has been stopped.  We see the police be-
coming more angry and escalating.  We watch as he is sprayed in the face with 
pepper spray multiple times.  As I watched these videos, what I saw was fear.   

The police were afraid of the men they had stopped for minor issues, and their 
race was most likely the reason why.  The men were terrified of the police, and 
with good reason.  The army lieutenant in Virginia told the police he was afraid to 
get out of the car and was told he should be.  We live in a society where fear is far 
too common.  We live in a society that too often focuses on our differences rather 
than what we hold in common.  We live in a country that is based on the idea that 
all of us are equal, but we don’t always live that way.   

As Christians, we live in the confidence of the resurrection, of God’s victory.  This 
gives us a hope and a peace that is able to overcome our fear.  It is easy to look at 
these stories and tell ourselves it has nothing to do with us.  As Christians, we 
have a responsibility to remind the world that we are all created in the image of 
God.  We have a responsibility to name the fear and look for ways to reform the 
system.  Heather Cox Richardson, in her daily emails “Letters from an American” 
writes: 

What is on trial is the fundamental American principle of equality before the law. 
Our law enforcement officers are supposed to use the force of the state to deliv-
er suspected lawbreakers to our criminal justice system. And yet, in both of 
these cases—and so many others in which a Black person has died at the 
hands of police—the officers apparently killed suspected offenders instead of 
delivering them to the legal system guaranteed under our Constitution. Individu-
al police officers appear to have taken the law into their own hands and become 
judge, jury, and executioner. 

I don’t think the police intend to be executioners, I think they react out of fear, out 
of the mistaken belief that all black men are dangerous.  Whether intentional or 
not, the end result is tragic, and feeds the cycle of fear. It is easy to dismiss this as 
not our problem, not our concern.  We are neither police officers nor black men.  
We are Christians and citizens, and while we may not know the solution, we do 
know that this is wrong, and have a responsibility to call out this problem, and en-
courage our society to seek new ways of doing things, ways that move beyond 

fear to respect.  We also need to pray for those who are seeking out those new 
ways, that they would be open to change and seek after God’s will.   

Words From Wendy 
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“Let Us Pray” 
Pray for our leaders, as they seek to make decisions that both protect us from 
Covid and continue to open things up.  Ask that they would find the appropriate 
balance to keep us safe and give us freedom.  Continue to pray for patience for all 
of us as we grow weary of the restrictions. Please include the following people in 
your prayers: Week of April 18: Lena Pratt, Wendy Pratt, Gary & Bonnie 
Reemsnyder, Read & Sharon Ross, Jerry & Carolyn Elliott Rueckert. Week of April 
25: Anne Ryan, Mike & Cindy Schilling, Inez Schuldies. Paul 
& Jo Seppala. Week of May 2: Bill & Sue Settle, Roger & 
Janet Small, Bill & Laurie Stirling, Margaret Strange, Ralph & 
Susan Swan. Week of May 9: Jane Thomas, Ed Troshak, 
Jack & Sharon Vancourt, Brad Venman, Jon & Meg Vogler.  



Prayer Care, April 15, 2021 
Michael Wyllys, cancer, friend of Bob Noble.   

Larry Johnston, health concerns 
Becky Carver, breast cancer, sister of Wendy Pratt 
Janet Johnston, home recovering from Covid-19, improving but still weak 
Flora Gilbert and oldest daughter, Covid-19 recovery 
Michael Jordan, now stationed in Italy, grandson of Flora Gilbert 
Kaleb, recovery from brain tumor surgery, friend of Sharon VanCourt 
Sharon Davis & son, Ali, personal issues, friend of Jon Vogler 
Joe Groth, grieving loss of wife, Vicki, friend of Jon & Meg Vogler 
Tiffany Jordan, health concerns, friend of Jon Vogler 
Cathy Crissey, health problems, friend of Jon Vogler 
Thom Edema, leg infection, husband of Jon Vogler’s friend, Ann 
Sandy V., metastasized cancer, friend of Jane Elsinga 
Yvonne Alhaddad, health concerns, mother of Frederick Isaac 
  
                                                             Continuing Prayers, April 9, 2021 
Kathy Peters, stroke recovery, rehab at Masonic Home, Alma 
Sue Keys, recovery from arm surgery, bone pain is gone 
Sharon McPherson, health concerns 
Adam LaPratt, son of Roger & Holly LaPratt  
Holly LaPratt, health concerns 
Jackie Bishop, ongoing back pain 
Svea Penepacker, health concerns (dementia & Covid-19) friend of Fran Johnston  
Terry, health concerns, sister of Cindy Schilling 
Rick Morley, lung cancer, metastasized, cousin of Geri Jennings 
Mallory, brain surgery recovery, friend of Grace & neighbor of VanCourt 
 

*** 
SESSION    DEACONS   
Class of ‘21    Class of ‘21  Class of ‘22 
Jim Dexter    John Elsinga  Bonnie Reemsnyder 
Doug Dykstra    Geri Jennings  
Jane Elsinga    Art Kelley 
Meredith Jackson   Jan Small 
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Prayer Care & Continuing Prayer-April 15, 2021 

T HE A MB ASS A DOR  

Birthdays 

Apr 9 Mary Mead  

Apr 14 Cindy Schilling 

Apr 17 Luci Kull 

Apr 20 Henry Lyon  

Apr 21 Fran Johnston 

Apr 22 Frederick Isaac 

Apr 28 Anne Ryan 

Apr 29 Richard Mead 

May 1 Meg Vogler 

May 7 Janet Small 

May 9 Paul Seppala 

May 13 Gail Cone 

 Trudie Frick 

May 19 Bob Buchanan 

May 21 Rhonda Fort  

May 22 Briahna Bishop  

Sandy Lundy has been cleaning up roadside trash.  She would love to have some volunteers who would be willing to 
help her.  You can reach Sandy at 517-886-8487. 
 

An Opportunity  
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Worship  
   Are you willing to read Scripture or lead a prayer for a worship service? Please let Wendy know  
at wendy@deltapresby.org  

April May Worship 

Sunday, April 18, 2021  Sunday, April 25, 2021  Sunday, May 2, 2021  
3rd Sunday Of Easter   4th Sunday Of Easter   5th Sunday Of Easter  
Palms 4   1 John 3:16-24   Communion 
Luke 24:36b-48   John 10:11-18   1John 4:7-21 
Peace     Love     John 15:1-8 
        Abide 
 
Sunday, May 9, 2021  Sunday, May 16, 2021  Sunday, May 23, 2021 
6th Sunday of Easter  Ascension   Pentecost 
Acts 10:44-48   Acts 1:1-11   Acts 2:1-21 
1 Johm 5:1-6   Ephesians 1:15-23  John 15:26-27 16:4b-15 
Faith    Hope    The Advocate  
 

**Communion. We will be celebrating communion on Sunday May 2nd.  Please have bread and juice ready before 
the service.  

Cause to Rejoice 

Rejoice in the Lord always, again I will say, Rejoice!  Phil. 4:4 

We rejoice in Christ’s resurrection, and the assurance of God’s victory, even over 
Covid. 

We rejoice in the peace that is available to us as we give up the need to control and 
understand and simply trust God.   

We rejoice that those who have been vaccinated can safely spend time with others 
who have been vaccinated.   

We rejoice in the technology that enables us to stay connected during challenging times.   

We rejoice in Delta’s leaders, and the creativity with which they continue and guide the ministry of the church. 

We rejoice in your faithful stewardship and support of Delta.   

We rejoice in the time Ellen and Stacy spent cleaning and organizing in the office.   

We rejoice in God’s continuing presence and guidance. 

What gives you cause to rejoice here at Delta?  Let us know in the office and we’ll include it in the next mini-
Ambassador. 

A Note From the Financial Secretary  

1
st
 Quarter Giving Statements have been mailed/emailed out.  If you expected to receive one and did not 

please contact the office or Fran Johnston. 

An Invitation 

The Mission Committee will be meeting Monday, April 26, at 7:00 via zoom.  If 
you have wondered about where our mission dollars go, or have some ideas of 
where it should go, we invite you to be a part of this meeting.  Contact Sharon 
VanCourt or Wendy and we will include you on the zoom invitation. 

mailto:wendy@deltapresby.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                       ________________________________ 

Let Us Know. When you have prayer requests, would like a visit, are going to be out of town, or have a 
change in your contact information, please email the office at office@deltapresby.org or call and leave a 
message on voicemail. 

Ambassadors. Delta’s monthly newsletter, The Ambassador, is usually sent out at the beginning of each 
month, but during this unusual time, we will now be sending them out twice a month. If you are currently 
NOT receiving this newsletter by email and would like to, please let the office know and we will put you on 
the email list. 

Communication. We will be posting important updates on our website:  www.deltapresby.org and on our 
Facebook page.  If you have not liked our Facebook page yet, please do so that you will be able to see the 
updates. If you are not currently receiving updates by email and would like to, please email of-
fice@deltapresby.org and let us know. If you no longer want to receive email and prefer to receive news and 
information via U.S. Mail, please call the office and leave a voice mail if the office is closed. 

Contributions. Please mail or drop off your offerings to the church. Twice a month Jim Constandt and Fran 
Johnston will come in to take care of them and get them deposited. 

Website Calendar. If you have events that need to go on the website calendar, please let Art Kelley know.   

Papergator. Our Papergator has been moved to the west side of the larger parking lot, next to the Granger 
trash bin.  

Office News. The church office is open 9 am-3 pm Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday.  

Tax Hint From Our Treasurer: Even if you do not itemize on your Federal Income Tax Return for 2020 and 
take the standard deduction, you may still be eligible for a Charitable Contribution of $300.00 (line 10b Ad-
justments to income). 

The Ambassador 

Delta Presbyterian Church 
6100 W. Michigan Ave. 
Lansing MI  48917 
Phone:  517-321-3569 
E-mail:  office@deltapresby.org 
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CHURCH STAFF 
Pastor:  Wendy S. Pratt 
Admin. Asst.:  Stacy Elliott 
Clerk of Session:  Jane Elsinga 
Treasurer:  Joe Frick 
Co-Treasurer: Bill Stirling 
Financial Secretary: Fran Johnston 
Accompanist:  Frederick Isaac 
Adult Choir Dir.:  Mark McElwee 
Website Coordinator:  Art Kelley 
Kids Hope USA Program Dir.:  Roger & Jan Small 
Asst. Kids Hope USA Dir.:  Jane Thomas 

“We are ambassadors for Christ, God making 
His appeal through us.”  II Cor 5:20 . 

We’re on the Web! 
www.deltapresby.org 

Announcements 
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