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Words From Wendy 
   What do you remember about Christmas as a child? I 
remember the baking, the decorations, the presents, and 
all the family traditions around Christmas. As I think back 
on it, the thing that means the most to me is memories of 
Christmas Eve worship. I remember one that started with 
darkness, and then a single voice singing Prepare Ye the 
Way of the Lord from the back of the church. I remember 
walking out of a worship service at midnight, holding a candle in a glass as snow 
began to fall.  
   We would go to the family Christmas Eve service at our home church. Later in 
the evening, Dad would stay home with the younger children and Mom and I 
would go to a later, more formal service at a neighboring church. Amid the hustle 
and bustle of the season, those worship services were a gift. They were a place 
of quiet reflection, an opportunity to reflect on the true meaning of the season. It 
was in those services I truly experienced the peace of Christmas. 
   However you celebrate this season, I pray that you will have an opportunity to 
experience the peace of Christ amid the busy-ness of the season. 

Living into Our Vision  

   I was wearing my Chrismon, the exclamation mark, when I went to PT. The 
therapist commented on it and asked me about it. I was able to share that I was 
wearing it during Advent because we have a God who surprises us. I think he 
was a little surprised, but he commented that that made sense.  
  We do have a surprising God, who continues to work in surprising ways in the 
world around us. Let’s look for opportunities to point others to the Christ’s 
presence in us and the world. Let’s show what it means to trust in God.   

Office and Vacation Update 
   The office will be closed between Christmas Day and New Year’s Day. Wendy 
will be on vacation, though she will be here for our stories and carols on 
December 26. If you need Wendy during this time, you can reach her at home at 
517-721-1075. After the first of the year Stacy will be back in the office. We have 
not determined what our office hours will be, so continue to call before you stop 
by. The next Ambassador will be out January 13, 2022. Wendy will be off on 
January 16 as she attends a friend’s funeral in Ohio. 

“Let Us Pray” 
   Please pray for the victims of the recent tornadoes in 
Kentucky and other states. Also, continue to pray for 
those who are fighting Covid, including those who are 
sick and the caregivers. Also, include the following: 
week of December 12: Jan Oudbier, Kathy Peters, 
Judy Powell, Lena Pratt, Wendy Pratt; week of 
December 19: Gary & Bonnie Reemsnyder, Read & 
Sharon Ross, Jerry Rueckert & Carolyn Elliott; week of 
December 26: Anne Ryan, Mike & Cindy Schilling, Inez Schuldies, Paul & Jo 
Seppala; week of January 2: Bill & Sue Settle, Roger & Jan Small, Bill & Laurie 
Stirling; week of January 9: Margaret Strange, Ralph & Susan Swan, Jane 
Thomas, Ed Troshak.  
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Prayer Care  December 16, 2021 

Holly LaPratt, hospitalized with kidney issues. Holly and Roger request no visitors at this time. 
Suzanne Butler, Mary Ann Martin's daughter, hospitalized with health concerns, and her husband,  
     Rob, and daughter, Chloe, in your prayers. 
Family of Richard Halik, Richard died Dec. 11, brother of Jan Buchanan, uncle of Kerri Buchanan 

Continuing Prayer  December 16, 2021 

Jim Collins, inflamed vein and blood clots in leg, brother of Mary Ann Martin 
Twins Sharon and Cheryl, friends of Mary Ann Martin, prayers for family challenges 

Rev. Tony Patrick, back surgery recovery and therapy 
Jillien Bishop and family, mental health issues 
Sue Keys, recovery from Aug. 27 triple-tendon transfer surgery 
Flora Gilbert, health concerns 
Larry Johnston, health concerns 
Stacy Elliott, as she is in rehab and seeks to rebuild her life 
Kathy Peters, stroke recovery, rehab at Masonic Home, Alma 
Michael Wyllys, cancer, friend of Bob Noble 
Sharon McPherson, health concerns 
Adam LaPratt, son of Roger & Holly LaPratt  
Holly LaPratt, health concerns 
Jackie Bishop, ongoing back pain 
Michael Jordan, now stationed in Italy, grandson of Flora Gilbert 

*** 
SESSION    DEACONS   
Class of ‘21    Class of ‘21   Class of ‘22 
Jim Dexter    John Elsinga   Bonnie Reemsnyder 
Doug Dykstra    Geri Jennings  
Jane Elsinga    Art Kelley 
Meredith Jackson   Jan Small 
Jane Thomas    Laurie Stirling 

Birthdays 

Dec 9 Holly LaPratt 
Dec 9 Anna Marie Woloszyn 
Dec 13 Peggy Carlson 
Dec 16 Geri Jennings 
Dec 18 Kelli Fech 
Dec 18 Jessica Wright 
Dec 20 Sue Keys 
Dec 20 Meredith Jackson 
Dec 21 Luke Wright 
Dec 31 Eva May 
Jan 8 Inez Schuldies 

Jan 10 Isaiah Woloszyn 
Jan 15 Ginny Noble 
Jan 16 Aiden Woloszyn 
Jan 21 Isaac O’Neill 

 

Worship
Sunday, December 19, 2021 
4th Sunday of Advent 
Luke 1:46b-55 
A Surprising God: Faith! 

December 24, 2021 
Christmas Eve 7:00 pm 
Isaiah 9:2-78 
Micah 5:2-5a 
Titus 2:11-14 

Luke 2:1-20 
A Surprising God:  
Bethlehem! 

Sunday, December 26, 2021 
1st Sunday after Christmas  
Colossians 3:12-17 
Stories and Carols 

Sunday, January 2, 2022 
Epiphany 

Isaiah 60:1-6 
Matthew 2:1-12 
Arise, Shine 

Sunday, January 9, 2022 
Baptism of the Lord 
Communion 
Isaiah 43:1-7 
Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
Walking Through Storms 



It’s Back! 
   Bell choir has resumed practicing on Thursdays at 6:15 pm. There are still a couple of positions available. If 
you are interested, contact Frank at dentedtuba@yahoo.com  

Christmas Eve 
   This year we will have our traditional Christmas Eve Service at 7 p.m. We 
will be singing the carols, putting Jesus in the manger, and bringing the 
shepherds to worship the baby. We will close with battery operated candle 
light and Silent Night. We will be requiring masks, and while we will open all 
the rows of seats, we ask that you practice social distancing. Join us as we 
consider how God surprised us by becoming one of us in Christ, and how it 
all began in a stable in Bethlehem.  There are some churches that will 
not be doing Christmas Eve services this year, so invite your friends 
to join us! 

From the Session 

   There are some changes coming to Delta! 
   The Boy Scouts are moving their trailer and shed to the west side of the parking lot. We have agreed to be 
their sponsoring organization and they will begin meeting here in the coming year. 
   After a delay, the alarm system update should be finished before Christmas. Our understanding is that codes 
and procedures will remain the same. If you have a key and alarm code you no longer need, please turn them 
into the office. 
   In the record rainfall in August, the sump pump failed. We filed an insurance claim and the work is now being 
done in the west wing of the basement (under the offices.)  The carpeting is being replaced and mold is being 
addressed. 
   Conversations are continuing with our sister churches. At this point, it is between the pastors. In January we 
will include leaders from each congregation in our discussions. 

Cause to Rejoice 

Rejoice in the Lord always, again I will say, Rejoice!  Phil. 4:4 

As we prepare to celebrate again the coming of the light into the world, 
there is much in which we can rejoice. 

   We rejoice in the ministry of Prayers and Squares and the quilts they have 
distributed. 
   We rejoice in your faithful financial support of the church 
   We rejoice in new opportunities opening up for us with our sister churches. 
   We rejoice that we can reclaim some of our traditions around the Christmas 
season. 
   We rejoice in the service of our elders and deacons. We thank both those 
who are rotating off and the newly elected. 
   We rejoice that after over 3 months, Wendy has completed her PT and is doing much better. 
   We rejoice that the photocell for the parking lot lights had been replaced, and hopefully will turn the lights on when 
it’s dark and off when it’s not. 
   We rejoice in the baptism of Will Stirling, son of Katie Stirling and grandson of Bill and Laurie Stirling. 
   We rejoice  that the 3 games we worked the concession booth this year earned us $4,000.  Thank you to 
everyone who helped with the games. 
   We rejoice in the progress being made on the mold remediation in the basement. New flooring is going down 
now. 
   We rejoice that the alarm system should be updated and functioning before Christmas. 
   We rejoice in the service we provide to our community and the environment through the Paper Gator. Thank you 
for bringing your paper in for recycling. 
 
   What gives you cause to rejoice around Delta? Let Wendy know and it will be included next month. 

mailto:dentedtuba@yahoo.com


Spotlight on Mission 
   Since fall, the Prayers and Squares Group has distributed 76 quilts. They’ve 
sent 6 twin or larger and 4 toddler quilts to St. Vincent for refugees; 9 to Grand 
Ledge High School and 24 to Delta-Waverly Rotary Club for distribution to the 
needy in our community. They have given 15 lap quilts to Grand Haven Manor 
and another 6 to Ingham Regional (behind Kroger). They sent 12, including 2 
veteran’s quilts, to Hannah House (a shelter for expectant mothers and 
infants.) Each quilt has a tag on it saying that it was made by Delta 
Presbyterian Church. Each one touches a life and shows Christ around us. If 
you would like to become involved in this ministry, they meet on Wednesday mornings at 9:30 and always 
welcome new members. Expert sewing skills are not required, there is plenty of work that can be done that 
does not involve sewing. 

An Update on Stacy 
   Stacy thanks you for all your birthday cards. She will be home just before Christmas, and will return to the 
office in January.  Please pray for her as she makes the adjustments necessary. 

Christmas Joy Offering 
From the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) Presbyterian Mission: 
   One of the most powerful things that Christians claim is that God saw the 
great needs of the world and offered a perfect gift in response, a gift that 
brought God and humanity closer together. God’s perfect gift, Jesus 
Christ—a gift who opens a door. Jesus is the perfect gift, not only opening 
a door but coming through it. In Jesus, God joined with humanity, and in his 
life, death and resurrection, so our story of God goes, Jesus is the door, 
now standing open. The giving continues because God is with us, still—
and always. 
   We offer our gifts during this Advent Season to the Christmas Joy 
Offering because God shows us the power and importance of being 
together, of “being with.” We might not be able to meet face to face with 
those who need the support that our gifts provide, but we are very much 
still together. We see the potential of students of color who will become our 
leaders and we seek to come alongside them, to encourage them, to be 
together with them. And we see church workers who have critical financial 
needs and we come alongside them, to assist them—we are with them. 
And we see the witness of the whole Church, either gathered in buildings 
or connected home to home, member to member, sharing what we have, 
together. We thank God for being “with us” through the gift of Jesus, for 
opening doors that may not have been accessible to us, and for joining us 
together as the Church and, through our gifts with those who have need. 

   To make a donation for the Christmas Joy Offering, you may use the 
special envelope in your envelope packet, or use one of the Christmas Joy 
Offering envelopes available at the church.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

12 

3rd Sunday of 
Advent 
10 am Worship 

13 

6 pm Resources 
(Zoom) 
7 pm Session 
(Zoom) 

14 15 
9:30 am Prayers 
& Squares 

16 
6:15 pm 
Bellievers  

17 18 

19 

4th Sunday of 
Advent 
Communion 
10 am Worship 

20 21 

6:30 pm La 
Leche 
(zoom) 

22 

10 am La Leche 
(zoom) 

23 

6:15 pm 
Bellievers 

24 

Christmas Eve 
7 pm Worship 

25 

Christmas Day 
OFFICE 
CLOSED 

26 

10 am Worship 

27 28 
 
Office  

29 
 
Closed 

30 31   
  
  

 

January 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

            1 

New Year’s 
Day 

2 

Epiphany 
10am Worship 

3 4 5 

9:30 am Prayers & 
Squares 

6 

6:30 pm LAP 

7 8 

9 

Baptism of the 
Lord 
10 am Worship 
Communion 

10 11 12 

9:30 am Prayers & 
Squares 

13 

6:15 pm Bellievers 

14 15 

16 

2nd Sunday after 
Epiphany 
10 am Worship 

17 

6 pm Session 
6:45 pm  
Deacons join 
Session 
(Zoom) 

18 

7 pm Strategic 
Planning  
(Zoom) 

19 

9:30 am Prayers & 
Squares 

20 

6:15 pm Bellievers 

21 22 

 

December 2021 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Announcements 

Let Us Know. When you have prayer requests, would like a visit, are going to be out of town, or have a 
change in your contact information, please email the office at office@deltapresby.org or call and leave a 
message on voicemail. 

Ambassadors. Delta’s newsletter, The Ambassador, is sent out twice a month. If you are currently NOT 
receiving this newsletter by email and would like to, please let the office know and we will put you on the email 
list. 

Communication. We will be posting important updates on our website:  www.deltapresby.org and on our 
Facebook page.  If you have not liked our Facebook page yet, please do so that you will be able to see the 
updates. If you are not currently receiving updates by email and would like to, please email  
office@deltapresby.org and let us know. If you no longer want to receive email and prefer to receive news and 
information via U.S. Mail, please call the office and leave a voice mail if the office is closed. 

Contributions. If you are not attending worship, please mail or drop off your offerings to the church. Twice a 
month Jim Constandt and Fran Johnston will come in to take care of them and get them deposited. 

Website Calendar. If you have events that need to go on the website calendar, please let Art Kelley know.   

Papergator. Our Papergator has been moved to the west side of the larger parking lot next to the Granger 

trash bin.  

 

The Ambassador 
The Ambassador Delta Presbyterian Church 

6100 W. Michigan Ave. 
Lansing MI  48917 
Phone:  517-321-3569 
E-mail:  office@deltapresby.org 

  

December 16, 2021 

CHURCH STAFF 

Pastor:  Wendy S. Pratt 

Admin. Coordinator: Ellen Jackson 

Clerk of Session:  Jane Elsinga 

Treasurer:  Joe Frick 

Co-Treasurer: Bill Stirling 

Financial Secretary: Fran Johnston 

Accompanist:  Frederick Isaac 

Adult Choir Dir.:  Mark McElwee 

Website Coordinator:  Art Kelley 

Kids Hope USA Program Dir.:  Roger & Jan Small 

Asst. Kids Hope USA Dir.:  Jane Thomas 

“We are ambassadors for Christ, God making 
His appeal through us.”  II Cor 5:20 . 

We’re on the Web! 
www.deltapresby.org 

mailto:office@deltapresby.org
http://www.deltapresby.org/
mailto:office@deltapresby.org

