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Words From Wendy 
   Amid all the changes and challenges of our lives, one 
thing never changes: God is faithful. God’s love for us is 
more powerful than any of the challenges we face. We 
are living in a time when we can no longer count on the 
things that we have always taken for granted. When we 
go to the grocery store, we find that some of the things 
we have always taken for granted are no longer 
available. When we make plans, someone testing 
positive for Covid can result in a cancellation.  
   This year my sister was hosting Thanksgiving and then her son tested positive. 
My brother volunteered to take over as host, and then he tested positive. We will 
still have Thanksgiving. It will not be a traditional Thanksgiving, however there is 
still plenty for which we can give thanks. God is still faithful. 
   May you have a wonderful Thanksgiving, however you celebrate this year. God 
is still faithful. 
 

Living into Our Vision  

   We continue to Strengthen Christ in Us, Share Christ among Us, and Show 
Christ around Us. This Advent as we consider the mystery of Christ’s coming and 
look for the signs of Christ’s presence around us, we have an opportunity to truly 
show Christ around us. As a people, we are hurting right now. We are dealing 
with Covid, division, violence, shortages, massive storms, and all kinds of things 
that cause us to wonder where God is, and if we are living in the end times. 
   We are called to be signs of God’s presence and of our faith in God’s promises 
for the future. We are called to show how to live faithfully during challenging 
times by trusting in God. In a world that desperately needs hope, we have an 
opportunity to offer it as we point others to God’s love and faithfulness.  

 

Office News 
   The office will be closed November 25th and 26th for Thanksgiving. It will also 
be closed December 26th through December 31st , Office hours continue to be 
unpredictable, so call before stopping by. There will only be one Ambassador in 
December. 

“Let Us Pray” 
   As we move into the holiday season, please keep 
those who are struggling with loneliness or grief in your 
prayers. Also, include the following: week of November 
28: Mary Ann Martin, Mark & Cory McElwee, Sharon 
McPherson, Richard & Mary Mead; week of December 
5: Mary Meier, Elizabeth Nichols, Bob & Ginny Noble, 
Marianne Oren; week of December 12: Jan Oudbier, 
Kathy Peters, Judy Powell, Lena Pratt, Wendy Pratt; 
week of December 19: Gary & Bonnie Reemsnyder, Read & Sharon Ross, Jerry 
Rueckert & Carolyn Elliott; week of December 26: Anne Ryan, Mike & Cindy 
Schilling, Inez Schuldies, Paul & Jo Seppala. 
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Continuing Prayer  November 24, 2021 

Patti Clark, son died last week, sister of Rhonda Fort 
Carol Hatfield, surgery recovery, daughter of Jan Oudbier 
Rev. Tony Patrick, back surgery recovery and therapy 
Jillien Bishop and family, mental health issues 
Sue Keys, recovery from Aug. 27 triple-tendon transfer surgery 
Flora Gilbert, health concerns 
Larry Johnston, health concerns 
Stacy Elliott, as she is in rehab and seeks to rebuild her life 
Kathy Peters, stroke recovery, rehab at Masonic Home, Alma 
Michael Wyllys, cancer, friend of Bob Noble 
Sharon McPherson, health concerns 
Adam LaPratt, son of Roger & Holly LaPratt  
Holly LaPratt, health concerns 
Jackie Bishop, ongoing back pain 
Michael Jordan, now stationed in Italy, grandson of Flora Gilbert 

*** 
SESSION    DEACONS   
Class of ‘21    Class of ‘21   Class of ‘22 
Jim Dexter    John Elsinga   Bonnie Reemsnyder 
Doug Dykstra    Geri Jennings  
Jane Elsinga    Art Kelley 
Meredith Jackson   Jan Small 
Jane Thomas    Laurie Stirling 

Birthdays 

Nov 30 Jane Elsinga 
Dec 1 Joe Frick 
Dec 6 Holly Brock 
Dec 6 Ellen Jackson 
Dec 7 Stacy Elliott 
Dec 8 Steven Bishop 
Dec 8 Erica Jennings 
Dec 9 Holly LaPratt 
Dec 9 Anna Marie Woloszyn 
Dec 13 Peggy Carlson 
Dec 16 Geri Jennings 
Dec 18 Kelli Fech 

Dec 18 Jessica Wright 
Dec 20 Sue Keys 
Dec 20 Meredith Jackson 
Dec 21 Luke Wright 
Dec 31 Eva May 

Worship
Sunday, November 28, 2021 
1st Sunday of Advent 
Hanging of the Greens 
Jeremiah 33:14-16 
Luke 21:25-36 
A Surprising God: Signs! 

Sunday, December 5, 2021 
2nd Sunday of Advent 
Philippians 1:3-11 
Luke 3:1-6 
A Surprising God: Hope! 

Sunday, December 12, 2021 
3rd Sunday of Advent 

Isaiah 12:2-6 
Philippians 4:4-7 
A Surprising God: Joy! 

Sunday, December 19, 2021 
4th Sunday of Advent 
Luke 1:46b-55 
A Surprising God: Faith! 

December 24, 2021 
Christmas Eve 7:00 pm 
Isaiah 9:2-78 
Micah 5:2-5a 
Titus 2:11-14 
Luke 2:1-20 

A Surprising God:  
Bethlehem! 

Sunday, December 26, 2021 
1st Sunday after Christmas  
Colossians 3:12-17 
Stories and Carols 



It’s Back! 
   Bell choir has resumed practicing on Thursdays at 6:15 pm. There are still a couple of positions available. If 
you are interested, contact Frank at dentedtuba@yahoo.com  

 
 

Advent Worship 

   Advent is a time of looking for and waiting for the promises of God. God 
came to us as a baby born in a stable, is with us now, and will come to reign 
in majesty at the end. It is a time of looking for hope in a struggling world. It 
is about preparing our hearts and making room for Christ in our lives. This 
year we will be focusing on the ways God surprises us. Please join us as we 
worship together at 10:00 am on Sunday mornings. Advent begins on 
Sunday, November 28, and we will be Hanging the Greens as we decorate 
the church following worship. We will be setting up the trees and 
bringing up the decorations on Saturday, November 27 at 10:00 a.m. 
and welcome your help. We continue to make adjustments as we seek to 
provide meaningful, safe worship. Please let us know if you have ideas or suggestions.   

Cause to Rejoice 

Rejoice in the Lord always, again I will say, Rejoice!  Phil. 4:4 

We continue to see God at work in and through us, so we continue to 
rejoice. 

   We rejoice in the faithfulness of God. 
   We rejoice that we have entered into an agreement to sponsor Boy Scout 
Troop 111, which had been sponsored by First United Methodist Church, 
which will be closing after the first of the year. 
  We rejoice that the Greenwood Ministry Association was about to raise the 
necessary $600,000 to purchase the camp from the Presbytery. 
  We rejoice that we are together in worship on Sunday mornings. 

What gives you cause to rejoice?  Let Wendy know and we will include it in our next Ambassador.   

Mission 
   We continue to give financial support to the mission of the larger church and to local 
missions, with a focus on food and housing.   
   Prayers and Squares continue to make quilts for distribution to Afghan refugee families 
and homeless children. They are also distributing hats from the Mad Hatters with the 
quilts.   
   There are other opportunities for you to be involved:   

• We are participating in the Toys 4 Tots program again this year, and will be accepting donations of 
new, unwrapped toys until the end of November. 

• In January we will again collect socks as part of our Toasty Toes campaign for distribution to the 
homeless in our area.   

   Thank you for your donations of winter coats. We distributed 14 children’s coats and 18 adult coats to 
Waverly Schools and Homeless Angels. We also gave them hats.   
   If you have suggestions for mission projects you would like to see us support, please let Sharon VanCourt 
know.   

 

 

 

mailto:dentedtuba@yahoo.com


An Update on Stacy 
   Stacy is now in a halfway house in Detroit, where she is attending both AA and NA meetings. She is also 
able to receive letters and cards now. Her new address is 

  Anastashia Elliott 
  Heartline, Inc. 
  8201 Sylvester St.   
  Detroit, MI  48214 

  She has a birthday coming up December 7, so take a moment to send her a birthday card and wish her well. 
Please continue to hold her in your prayers. 
 

A Message From the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 
   Join us on #GivingTuesday when the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) has planned an 
eight-hour live stream, spanning from Eastern to Western time zones, designed to 
entertain, inform and encourage greater giving on Tuesday, November 30. The virtual 
event will include worship and reflection, ministry area highlights, visits from familiar 
faces, and in-depth conversations around the work of Matthew 25. Mark your calendars 
for what is sure to be a memorable event celebrating generosity! 
 

Christmas Joy Offering 
From the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) Presbyterian Mission: 
   One of the most powerful things that Christians claim is that God saw the 
great needs of the world and offered a perfect gift in response, a gift that 
brought God and humanity closer together. God’s perfect gift, Jesus 
Christ—a gift who opens a door. Jesus is the perfect gift, not only opening 
a door but coming through it. In Jesus, God joined with humanity, and in his 
life, death and resurrection, so our story of God goes, Jesus is the door, 
now standing open. The giving continues because God is with us, still—
and always. 
   We offer our gifts during this Advent Season to the Christmas Joy 
Offering because God shows us the power and importance of being 
together, of “being with.” We might not be able to meet face to face with 
those who need the support that our gifts provide, but we are very much 
still together. We see the potential of students of color who will become our 
leaders and we seek to come alongside them, to encourage them, to be 
together with them. And we see church workers who have critical financial 
needs and we come alongside them, to assist them—we are with them. 
And we see the witness of the whole Church, either gathered in buildings 
or connected home to home, member to member, sharing what we have, 
together. We thank God for being “with us” through the gift of Jesus, for 
opening doors that may not have been accessible to us, and for joining us 
together as the Church and, through our gifts with those who have need. 

   To make a donation for the Christmas Joy Offering, you may use the 
special envelope in your envelope packet, or use one of the Christmas Joy 
Offering envelopes available at the church.  
 

Thank You to Delta  
Thank you for the winter coat donations to help support our students here at Winan’s Elementary School.  
Because of your generous support we can ensure that our students will be warm this winter.   
Blessings, Winan’s Staff 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 
9:30 am Prayers 
& Squares 

2 
6:15pm Bells 
6:30 pm LAP 

3 4 

5 

2nd Sunday of 
Advent 
Change for Change 
10 am Worship 

6 7 8 

9:30 am Prayers 
& Squares 
10 am La Leche 
(zoom) 
  
   

9 
6:15 pm Bells  

10 11 

12 

3rd Sunday of 
Advent 
10 am Worship 
  
  

13 

6 pm Resources 
(Zoom) 
7 pm Session 
(Zoom) 

14 15 
9:30 am Prayers 
& Squares 

16 
6:15 pm Bells  

17 18 

19 

4th Sunday of 
Advent 
Communion 
10 am Worship 
  
  

20 21 

6:30 pm La 
Leche 
(zoom) 

22 

10 am La Leche 
(zoom) 

23 24 

Christmas Eve 
7 pm Worship 

25 

Christmas Day 
OFFICE 
CLOSED 

26 

10 am Worship 

27 28 
 
Office  

29 
 
Closed 

30 31   
  
  

 
 

December 2021 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Announcements 

Let Us Know. When you have prayer requests, would like a visit, are going to be out of town, or have a 
change in your contact information, please email the office at office@deltapresby.org or call and leave a 
message on voicemail. 

Ambassadors. Delta’s newsletter, The Ambassador, is sent out twice a month. If you are currently NOT 
receiving this newsletter by email and would like to, please let the office know and we will put you on the email 
list. 

Communication. We will be posting important updates on our website:  www.deltapresby.org and on our 
Facebook page.  If you have not liked our Facebook page yet, please do so that you will be able to see the 
updates. If you are not currently receiving updates by email and would like to, please email  
office@deltapresby.org and let us know. If you no longer want to receive email and prefer to receive news and 
information via U.S. Mail, please call the office and leave a voice mail if the office is closed. 

Contributions. If you are not attending worship, please mail or drop off your offerings to the church. Twice a 
month Jim Constandt and Fran Johnston will come in to take care of them and get them deposited. 

Website Calendar. If you have events that need to go on the website calendar, please let Art Kelley know.   

Papergator. Our Papergator has been moved to the west side of the larger parking lot next to the Granger 

trash bin.  

 

The Ambassador 
The Ambassador Delta Presbyterian Church 

6100 W. Michigan Ave. 
Lansing MI  48917 
Phone:  517-321-3569 
E-mail:  office@deltapresby.org 

  

November 24, 2021 

CHURCH STAFF 

Pastor:  Wendy S. Pratt 

Admin. Coordinator: Ellen Jackson 

Clerk of Session:  Jane Elsinga 

Treasurer:  Joe Frick 

Co-Treasurer: Bill Stirling 

Financial Secretary: Fran Johnston 

Accompanist:  Frederick Isaac 

Adult Choir Dir.:  Mark McElwee 

Website Coordinator:  Art Kelley 

Kids Hope USA Program Dir.:  Roger & Jan Small 

Asst. Kids Hope USA Dir.:  Jane Thomas 

“We are ambassadors for Christ, God making 
His appeal through us.”  II Cor 5:20 . 

We’re on the Web! 
www.deltapresby.org 

mailto:office@deltapresby.org
http://www.deltapresby.org/
mailto:office@deltapresby.org

