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Words From Wendy 
   I recently heard of another local church that is 
going to be closing, unable to survive the toll of 
Covid. Let’s face it, Covid has been hard on 
everyone. I know of congregations I considered to 
be very strong who are struggling financially during 
this time. It is easy to be concerned about the future 
of Delta as we hear of the travails of other 
congregations, and as we watch our own 
membership growing older and attendance 
shrinking.   
   Do I think we will be closing our doors anytime 
soon? No. I believe we are a strong congregation. We have strengthened Christ 
in us and shared Christ among us, and that has given us the faith to keep going. 
We recognize the need to make changes and actively explore new opportunities. 
Thanks to your generosity, we have remained financially secure throughout the 
pandemic. We have had visitors, and some of them are interested in 
membership.   
   While many congregations have focused on survival, we have continued to 
focus on the future. Our strategic planning team has continued to meet and 
continues to explore new opportunities and seek to follow God’s plan for Delta.  
There is growing excitement. We have begun a conversation with some of our 
sister churches about possibilities for cooperative ministry. There are a number 
of ideas floating around, and we will be exploring them in the months ahead. One 
of our priorities is for each church to continue with their own unique identity, 
including pastor and building, while growing our ministries together. Please pray 
for the leadership of our congregations as we continue the conversation.   
   Congregations will continue to struggle during this time. We will face 
challenges, too. Between our faith and our leadership, I am confident that our 
ministry will continue. We will hear more stories of the impact God is having on 
lives in our community through our ministry. Thanks be to God! 

Living into Our Vision  

   It’s been a while since I wrote about how we are living into our vision. Yet in the 
midst of uncertainty, Delta has continued to Strengthen Christ in Us, Share Christ 
among Us, and Show Christ around Us. It’s easy to think of life as being on hold 
as the pandemic continues, but God and our ministry are definitely not on hold.   
   Last week one of our community gardeners came into the office to donate to 
Delta. She was thrilled with the amount of produce she had gotten out of her 
garden this year. She also expressed her love for our payer trails, and told us we 
needed to keep them up because they were so important to her and the 
community. She had already repainted the angel at the beginning of the trail, 
concerned that it was looking shabby.   
   She then shared the story of a young man she met on the prayer trail. In the 
conversation he talked about how he had walked the trail with his dad on 
Father’s Day. They didn’t have a good relationship. The conversation on our 
prayer trail changed that. He was grateful. These are people from our 
community, and through our property and the work we have done on it for our 
community, we are showing Christ around us.   
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Office News 
   Office hours continue to be somewhat unpredictable. Either Ellen or Fran is in the office on Thursday. Wendy 
is in the office Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday, though she may not be there the entire day. It is still best 
to call before stopping by.   

It’s Back! 
   Bell choir will start again on Thursday, November 4 at 6:15 pm. We will be done around 7:30. While you don’t 
need to be able to read music, you do need to be vaccinated and wear a mask. We will be practicing social 
distancing.   
   Questions?  Email Frank at dentedtuba@yahoo.com 

“Let Us Pray” 
   As we hear stories of destructive and record setting storms around the country, 
please keep the victims in your prayers. Also pray for our leaders, that they would 
take the steps necessary to protect our planet. Please include the following people in 
your prayers: week of October 31: Joe & Trudie Frick, Kris Fry, Betty Gaffney, Flora 
Gilbert, Julianne Hebert; week of November 7: Helen Hogan, Fred Isaac, Frank & 
Ellen Jackson, Meredith Jackson; week of November 14: Mary Jarrard, Chuck & Geri 
Jennings, Fran Johnston, Larry & Janet Johnston; week of November 21: Art & Mary 
Jo Kelley, Jack & Sue Keys, Luci Kull, Roger & Holly LaPratt; week of November 28: 
Mary Ann Martin, Mark & Cory McElwee, Sharon McPherson, Richard & Mary Mead. 

Prayer Care & Continuing Prayer 
Prayer Care, October 24, 2021 

Jerry DeWitt, MRI for possible blood clot, son of Kathy Jacobs 
The family of Rev. Karen Jones Kelley (Westminster in Jackson).  Her  
     brother, Bob Jones, died suddenly on October 16 
Rev. Lynn Fry, COVID-19, First Presbyterian Church, Jonesville 
Melinda, kidney stone surgery recovery, daughter of Flora Gilbert 
                                                        Continuing Prayers, October 24, 2021 
Wendy Pratt, health concerns 
Rev. Tony Patrick, back surgery recovery and therapy 
Jillien Bishop and family, mental health issues 
Sue Keys, recovery from Aug. 27 triple-tendon transfer surgery 
Flora Gilbert, health concerns 
Larry Johnston, health concerns 
Stacy Elliott, as she is in rehab and seeks to rebuild her life 
Kathy Peters, stroke recovery, rehab at Masonic Home, Alma 
Michael Wyllys, cancer, friend of Bob Noble 
Sharon McPherson, health concerns 
Adam LaPratt, son of Roger & Holly LaPratt  
Holly LaPratt, health concerns 
Jackie Bishop, ongoing back pain 
Michael Jordan, now stationed in Italy, grandson of Flora Gilbert 

*** 
SESSION    DEACONS   
Class of ‘21    Class of ‘21   Class of ‘22 
Jim Dexter    John Elsinga   Bonnie Reemsnyder 
Doug Dykstra    Geri Jennings  
Jane Elsinga    Art Kelley 
Meredith Jackson   Jan Small 
Jane Thomas    Laurie Stirling 

  

mailto:dentedtuba@yahoo.com


Birthday 

Nov 1   Kris Fry 
Nov 8   Gary Reensnyder 
Nov 10  Mary Meier 
Nov 10   Ron Meddaugh 

Nov 13   Ethan Woloszyn 
Nov 15  Mark McElwee 
Nov 23  Chuck Wilbur 
Nov 30  Jane Elsinga 

Worship
Sunday, October 31, 2021 
Reformation Sunday 
Mark 12:28-34 
Hebrews 9:11-14 
Set Free 
 
Sunday, November 7, 2021 
24th Sunday after Pentecost 
Psalm 127 
Make 12:38-44 
Appearances 

Sunday, November 14, 2021 
25th Sunday after Pentecost  
Stewardship Dedication 
1 Samuel 1:4-20 
1 Samuel 2:1-10 
Song of Justice 
 
Sunday, November 21, 2021 
Christ the King 
Communion 
Revelation 1:4b-8 

John 18:33-47 
Forever Kingdom 
 
Sunday, November 28, 2021 
1st Sunday of Advent 
Hanging of the Greens 
Jeremiah 33:14-16 
Luke 21:25-36 
A Surprising God:  Signs! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Advent Worship 

   Advent begins on the Sunday after Thanksgiving this year, November 28. Our theme for the year comes from 

a devotional book written by Thomas Long, a retired professor at Candler School of Theology, Emory 

University, and Donyelle McCray, professor at Yale University Divinity School. It was written specifically for this 

year of uncertainty as we search for the gifts of Advent in a hurting world. We will have Chrismons this year, 

and we are planning to hang the greens after worship on November 28. We are working on plans to do it 

safely. We will continue to make adjustments as we seek to provide meaningful, safe worship. Please let us 

know if you have ideas or suggestions.   

Cause to Rejoice 

Rejoice in the Lord always, again I will say, Rejoice!  Phil. 4:4 

We continue to see God at work in and through us, so we continue to rejoice. 

   We rejoice that property team is working to get the alarm upgraded and to 
remediate the water damage caused by the sump pump failure downstairs.  Hopefully 
our building will smell much better soon! 
   We rejoice in the productivity of gardens this year and how long the tomato and 
pepper plants continued producing.   
   We rejoice in the birth of William Andrew, son of Katie Stirling, grandson of Bill and 
Laurie Stirling, and nephew/cousin to the Wrights.   
   We rejoice in the health of the congregation, both as individuals and as a congregation. 
   We rejoice in your faithful stewardship, which has turned an anticipated deficit into a surplus and given us the 
resources to explore new ministries. 
   We rejoice in the beautiful colors of fall.   
   We rejoice in God’s faithfulness.  

What gives you cause to rejoice?  Let Wendy know and we will include it in our next Ambassador.   

Fall  

Worship 



Mission 
   We continue to give financial support to the mission of the larger church and to local missions, with a focus 
on food and housing.   
   Prayers and Squares continue to make quilts for distribution to Afghan refugee families and homeless 
children. They are also distributing hats from the Mad Hatters with the quilts.   
   There are also opportunities for you to be involved:   

• We are collecting coats, hats, and gloves through October. They will be taken to various agencies for 
distribution.   

• We are participating in the Toys 4 Tots program again this year, and will be accepting donations of 
new, unwrapped toys until the end of November. 

• In January we will again collect socks as part of our Toasty Toes campaign for distribution to the 
homeless in our area.   

   If you have suggestions for mission projects you would like to see us support, please let Sharon VanCourt 
know.   

An Update on Stacy 
   Stacy is now in a halfway house in Detroit, where she is attending both AA and NA meetings.  She is also 
able to receive letters and cards now.  Her new address is 

  Anastasia Elliott 
  Heartline, Inc. 
  8201 Sylvester St.   
  Detroit, MI  48214 

   She misses us and continues to seek our prayers.  Her release is scheduled for December 22, so she should 
be back in the office after the first of the year. 

Milestone Birthdays 2020-2021 
   Since we haven’t been able to celebrate in person, the Deacons would like to 
recognize all from our congregation that have had or will have Milestone 
Birthdays in 2020 and 2021. This includes: 
    80 Years Young, 2020: Sharon Ross (08-01), Eva May (12-31) 
    85 Years Young, 2020: Mary Jarrard (03-04), Ann Ryan (04-28),  
    Jerry Rueckert (05-27) 
    85 Years Young, 2021: Read Ross (03-27), Paul Seppala (05-09),  
    Pat Baker (10-29) 
    90 Years Young, 2020: Georgia Brown (03-07), Luci Kull (04-17) 
    90 Years Young, 2021: Helen Hogan (06-03)  

 

Daylight Saving Time Ends-Sunday, November 7 
   Daylight Saving Time ends on Sunday, November 7. Don’t forget to reset your clocks 
and enjoy the extra hour of sleep! 
 
 



 

 

 
 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 
9:30 am Prayers 
& Squares 

4 

6:15 pm Bells  

5 6  

7 

24th Sunday after 
Pentecost 
Change for Change 
10 am Worship 
  
  
Daylight Saving 
Time Ends 

8 

7 pm Resources 
(Zoom) 

9 

3 pm Spiritual 
Life (in person) 

10 
9:30 am Prayers 
& Squares 
10 am La Leche 
(Zoom) 

11 
6:15 pm Bells  

12 13  

14 

25th Sunday after 
Pentecost 
10 am Worship 

15 

6 pm Session 
(Zoom) 
7 pm Deacons 
(Zoom) 

16 

6:30 pm La 
Leche 
(Zoom) 
7 pm Strategic 
Planning (Zoom) 

17 
9:30 am Prayers 
& Squares 

18 
6:15 pm Bells  

19 20 

21 

Christ the King 
Sunday 
Communion 
10 am Worship 

22 23  24 

10 am La Leche 
(Zoom) 

25 

Thanksgiving 
Day 

26 

OFFICE 
CLOSED 

27 

10 am Putting 
up Christmas 
Tree 

28 

1st Sunday of 
Advent 
Hanging of the 
Greens 
10 am Worship 

29 30          

October 2021 November 2021 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Announcements 

Let Us Know. When you have prayer requests, would like a visit, are going to be out of town, or have a 
change in your contact information, please email the office at office@deltapresby.org or call and leave a 
message on voicemail. 

Ambassadors. Delta’s bi-monthly newsletter, The Ambassador, is sent out twice a month. If you are currently 
NOT receiving this newsletter by email and would like to, please let the office know and we will put you on the 
email list. 

Communication. We will be posting important updates on our website:  www.deltapresby.org and on our 
Facebook page.  If you have not liked our Facebook page yet, please do so that you will be able to see the 
updates. If you are not currently receiving updates by email and would like to, please email  
office@deltapresby.org and let us know. If you no longer want to receive email and prefer to receive news and 
information via U.S. Mail, please call the office and leave a voice mail if the office is closed. 

Contributions. Please mail or drop off your offerings to the church. Twice a month Jim Constandt and Fran 
Johnston will come in to take care of them and get them deposited. 

Website Calendar. If you have events that need to go on the website calendar, please let Art Kelley know.   

Papergator. Our Papergator has been moved to the west side of the larger parking lot next to the Granger 

trash bin.  

 

The Ambassador 
The Ambassador 

Delta Presbyterian Church 
6100 W. Michigan Ave. 
Lansing MI  48917 
Phone:  517-321-3569 
E-mail:  office@deltapresby.org 
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CHURCH STAFF 

Pastor:  Wendy S. Pratt 

Admin. Coordinator: Ellen Jackson 

Clerk of Session:  Jane Elsinga 

Treasurer:  Joe Frick 

Co-Treasurer: Bill Stirling 

Financial Secretary: Fran Johnston 

Accompanist:  Frederick Isaac 

Adult Choir Dir.:  Mark McElwee 

Website Coordinator:  Art Kelley 

Kids Hope USA Program Dir.:  Roger & Jan Small 

Asst. Kids Hope USA Dir.:  Jane Thomas 

“We are ambassadors for Christ, God making 
His appeal through us.”  II Cor 5:20 . 

We’re on the Web! 
www.deltapresby.org 
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