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Words From Wendy 

   While I was on vacation, Lena and I took the whole 
family (1 dog and 2 cats) camping at Wilson State 
Park in Harrison. (There’s nothing like adding 3 
animals to the camper to make you realize how small 
it actually is.) I think I can safely say that we all had a 
very relaxing and restorative time together. Rosie and 
Lily loved being outside. Patches enjoyed being with 
us and being able to watch out the windows. The 
weather was wonderful, and I thoroughly enjoyed sitting in the shade and 
enjoying the cool breeze (which we had most of the week.)   
   Around the 4th or 5th day, I felt like I woke up. I was able to think more clearly 
and began reading ministry resources as I looked forward to fall. I also realized 
how much I had missed being outside with no responsibilities hanging over my 
head. All the things we hadn’t finished at the house would still be there when we 
got back, but for now, we were away from all of that and able to sit and relax. I 
began to feel excited about the opportunities that will come our way this fall. I 
know that there will be more changes as we deal with the changing shape and 
new variants of Covid, but I also know that just as God has brought us through 
and guided us since we suspended in-person worship and meeting in March of 
2020, God will be with us and guide us as we continue to navigate uncertain 
times.   

Looking to the Future 

   One of the things we don’t have right now is certainty. While we hope to 
continue to be together for worship in our building, there are no guarantees.  
Prior to Covid, I had begun reading Susan Beaumont’s book, How to Lead 
When You Don’t Know Where You’re Going. When Covid hit, that book got set 
aside as I dealt with other things. Beaumont has spent many years working as a 
church consultant, helping congregations with the planning process. She has had 
a front row seat to the cultural changes and shifts in priorities that have made 
being a church and planning for the future so challenging.   
   I plan to share much of the wisdom in the book with you as we enter fall. My 
hope is that her wisdom will guide us as we continue our planning for the future.    

Worship 
   We are enjoying our time together on Sunday mornings. We continue to ask 
you to wear masks if you are not fully vaccinated. For those who are fully 
vaccinated, masks are optional once you are seated. We ask that you wear them 
as you enter and leave the building. We anticipate that we will continue to adjust 
our worship service and policies as the Covid news continues to change.   
   We are recording the services, and after editing, they are available on our 
website www.deltapresby.org by Tuesday afternoon. You can still experience our 
worship even if you can’t be here in person. 

Visitors 
   Calvary Lutheran Church at St. Joe and Creyts held their final worship service on 
June 6. Please pray for the members as they grieve the loss of their church home 
and family. If we have any visitors here, please make them feel welcome.   T
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Office News and a Note from Rosie 
   Wendy is back from vacation, so she will be in the office regularly. The best days to find someone in the 
office are Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday mornings, but even those aren’t guaranteed. Please continue 
to call before you stop by. Thank you for continuing to support and express appreciation to our office 
volunteers: Meredith Jackson, Fran Johnston, and Ellen Jackson, who delayed her full retirement to coordinate 
things.   

   From Rosie: I missed all of you while I was on vacation. I especially missed the 
special treats. While we were on vacation, I received some bad news. The vet 
says I have bladder stones and need a special diet. She also says I may need 
surgery in September. Mom thinks that is a good idea, since she doesn’t like me 
waking her up every hour through the night to go outside. The vet said I shouldn’t 
have my usual treats, as we aren’t sure what has caused my bladder stones 
(Mom said they were big.) I’m sad about my treats, and know Mom is serious 
because she is donating what’s left of my regular food and all my treats to the 
Humane Society. Mom also knows how much I love that some of my friends bring 
me treats. She will have some of my special diet food available in the office so 
you can still give me a treat when you come to visit me. I hope you’ll stop by 
soon—it’s boring with just Mom and Lena in the office. 

Thoughts from Spiritual Life 
   When Lena first came to me, she was almost 3. Being the single parent of a young child and a pastor could 
be very challenging at times. There were times when I felt overwhelmed with juggling my various 
responsibilities, and very much felt the weight of what I had taken on in becoming a parent (though at that point 
I still thought it was a very temporary thing.) One of those times was Sunday morning. There was a wonderful 
woman, Hilda, who sat with Lena during worship and would 
supervise her between Sunday School and worship. One 
Sunday Hilda was tied up with something and I needed to 
go get ready for worship. There were some women sitting in 
the fellowship area, talking. I went over to them and said, 
“Would you be willing to watch Lena until Hilda is 
available?” One of the women immediately responded, “Of 
course, we made promises at her baptism, too.” In that 
moment, I realized that I wasn’t really alone. I was part of a 
community of faith, and when I had baptized Lena as an infant, the entire congregation had made promises to 
help her parents raise her to be a Christian. Who was parenting her had changed, but the promise had not.   
   The Spiritual Life Committee is currently exploring options for Christian Education with our children 
this Fall. As a congregation, we made promises as each one was baptized. We made promises, and we 
took on a responsibility to nurture them in their faith. We will be having a meeting following worship on 
Sunday, September 12. We are inviting everyone to attend this meeting as we explore options. We want 
to hear from parents and (great) grandparents and everyone who is willing to give some of their time to 
nurture the faith of our children.   

“Let Us Pray” 
   As Covid continues to mutate and guidance changes, pray for all who are 
impacted by it. Pray that we would find the common ground that would lead 
us forward and out of this danger. Please include the following people in 
your prayers: week of August 1: Mary Meier, Elizabeth Nichols, Bob & Ginny 
Noble, Marianne Oren; week of August 8: Jan Oudbier, Kathy Peters, Judy 
Powell, Lena Pratt, Wendy Pratt; week of August 15: Gary & Bonnie 
Reemsnyder, Read & Sharon Ross, Jerry Rueckert & Carolyn Elliott, Anne 
Ryan; week of August 22: Mike & Cindy Schilling, Paul & Jo Seppala, Bill & 
Sue Settle; week of August 29: Roger & Jan Small, Bill & Laurie Stirling, 
Margaret Strange, Ralph & Susan Swan. 



Prayer Care & Continuing Prayer-August 12, 2021 

Prayer Care, August 12, 2021 

Jillien Bishop and family, mental health issues 
Bob Potter, health concerns 
Michael Wyllys, cancer, friend of Bob Noble 
Larry Johnston, health concerns 
Michael Jordan, now stationed in Italy, grandson of Flora Gilbert 
Sharon Davis & son, Ali, personal issues, friend of Jon Vogler 
Tiffany Jordan, health concerns, friend of Jon Vogler 
Cathy Crissey, health problems, friend of Jon Vogler 
Thom Edema, leg infection, husband of Jon Vogler’s friend, Ann 
  
                                                            Continuing Prayers, August 12, 2021 
Stacy Elliott, as she serves her sentence and seeks to rebuild her life 
Kathy Peters, stroke recovery, rehab at Masonic Home, Alma 
Sue Keys, recovery from arm surgery, bone pain is gone 
Sharon McPherson, health concerns 
Adam LaPratt, son of Roger & Holly LaPratt  
Holly LaPratt, health concerns 
Jackie Bishop, ongoing back pain 
Terry, health concerns, sister of Cindy Schilling 
 

*** 
SESSION    DEACONS   
Class of ‘21    Class of ‘21   Class of ‘22 
Jim Dexter    John Elsinga   Bonnie Reemsnyder 
Doug Dykstra    Geri Jennings  
Jane Elsinga    Art Kelley 
Meredith Jackson   Jan Small 
Jane Thomas    Laurie Stirling 

 

 

  

Birthdays 

Aug 1  Sharon Ross 
Aug 7    Art Kelley 
Aug 11   Zack Benezette 
Aug 12   Kerri Buchanan 
Aug 18   Ken Wright 

Aug 19   Ed Troshak 
Aug 21   Vicki Zaikowski 
Aug 25   Jan Johnston 
   Callum Wright 
Aug 27   Jillien Bishop 

 

 

 

 

 



Worship 

Sunday, August 8, 2021 
11th Sunday after Pentecost 
Communion 
Ephesians 4:25-5:2 
John 6:35, 41-51 
The Bread of Life 
 
Sunday, August 15, 2021 
12th Sunday after Pentecost 

Psalm 111 
1 Kings 2:10-12; 3:3-14 
What Would You Request?  
 
Sunday, August 22, 2021 
13th Sunday after Pentecost 
Ephesians 6:10-20 
John 6:56-69 
Difficult Teachings 

 
 
Sunday, August 29, 2021 
14th Sunday after Pentecost 
James 1:17-27 
Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 
Priorities 
 

 
 
 

Cause to Rejoice 

Rejoice in the Lord always, again I will say, Rejoice!  Phil. 4:4 

God continues to work in and through us and lead us as we seek the end of the 
Covid pandemic.   

   We rejoice in the people who were willing to fill the pulpit while Wendy was 
gone and the good job each did.  Thanks to Frank Jackson, Art Kelley, Rev. 
Sharlyn Gates, Joe Frick, and Maureen Dykstra for doing the children’s sermon.   
   We rejoice in the volunteer efforts of Doug Dykstra, Frank Jackson, Jeff Jackson, and Art Kelley to record 
and edit our worship service to post online. 
   We rejoice in Larry Johnston’s retirement (Sept. 1) from working for the State of Michigan. 
   We rejoice in the High School graduation of Rebecca Huston, granddaughter of Jan & Larry Johnston (and 
niece of Fran Johnston). 
   We rejoice in cooler weather. 
   We rejoice in your ongoing financial support of the church. Thanks to lower costs and your generosity, we 
are once again still in the black, preventing the projected budget deficit.   
   We rejoice in your cooperation with and support through changing guidelines for how to handle Covid.         
   We rejoice in your ongoing support of Stacy as she continues to serve her time.   

What gives you cause to rejoice?  Let Wendy know and we will include it in our next Ambassador.   

 

An Update on Stacy 
   Stacy is counting down the days until September 25th, when she will be released from jail and begin her 90 
days of rehab.  She is very grateful for the postcards and the love they represent and is eager to actually be 
able to be in worship with us.  Thank you for your continuing support of her.  We continue to have postcards 
available at the Action Center, or you can stop by the office to pick one up.  She is also seeking book 
suggestions.  She is doing a great deal of reading.  Any books have to be soft cover and sent directly to her at 
the jail from amazon or some other vendor.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

10th Sunday after 
Pentecost 
Change for Change 
10 am Worship 
Guest Preacher-Joe 
Frick 

2 3 4 
9:30 am Prayers 
& Squares 
(In-person) 

5 6 7 

8 

11th Sunday after 
Pentecost 
Communion 
10 am Worship 

9 10 

1:30 pm Spiritual 
Life (In-person) 

11 
9:30 am Prayers 
& Squares 
(In-person) 
10 am La Leche 

12 13 14 

15 

12th Sunday after 
Pentecost 
10 am Worship 

16 

6 pm Session 
(Zoom) 

17 

6:30 pm La Leche 

18 
9:30 am Prayers 
& Squares 
(In-person) 

19 20 21 

Memorial 
service and 
luncheon for 
Don Hogan 

22 

13th Sunday after 
Pentecost 
10 am Worship 

23 

5:30 pm Meet & 
Greet the 
Spartans 

24 

7 pm Strategic 
Planning (Zoom) 

25 
9:30 am Prayers 
& Squares 
(In-person) 
10 am La Leche 

26 27 28 

29 

14th Sunday after 
Pentecost 
10 am Worship 

30 31         
  
  
  
  
  
  

 

 

August 2021 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Announcements 

Let Us Know. When you have prayer requests, would like a visit, are going to be out of town, or have a 
change in your contact information, please email the office at office@deltapresby.org or call and leave a 
message on voicemail. 

Ambassadors. Delta’s bi-monthly newsletter, The Ambassador, is sent out twice a month. If you are currently 
NOT receiving this newsletter by email and would like to, please let the office know and we will put you on the 
email list. 

Communication. We will be posting important updates on our website:  www.deltapresby.org and on our 
Facebook page.  If you have not liked our Facebook page yet, please do so that you will be able to see the 
updates. If you are not currently receiving updates by email and would like to, please email  
office@deltapresby.org and let us know. If you no longer want to receive email and prefer to receive news and 
information via U.S. Mail, please call the office and leave a voice mail if the office is closed. 

Contributions. Please mail or drop off your offerings to the church. Twice a month Jim Constandt and Fran 
Johnston will come in to take care of them and get them deposited. 

Website Calendar. If you have events that need to go on the website calendar, please let Art Kelley know.   

Papergator. Our Papergator has been moved to the west side of the larger parking lot next to the Granger 

trash bin.  

 

The Ambassador 

Delta Presbyterian Church 
6100 W. Michigan Ave. 
Lansing MI  48917 
Phone:  517-321-3569 
E-mail:  office@deltapresby.org 

  

August 12, 2021 

CHURCH STAFF 

Pastor:  Wendy S. Pratt 

Admin. Coordinator: Ellen Jackson 

Clerk of Session:  Jane Elsinga 

Treasurer:  Joe Frick 

Co-Treasurer: Bill Stirling 

Financial Secretary: Fran Johnston 

Accompanist:  Frederick Isaac 

Adult Choir Dir.:  Mark McElwee 

Website Coordinator:  Art Kelley 

Kids Hope USA Program Dir.:  Roger & Jan Small 

Asst. Kids Hope USA Dir.:  Jane Thomas 

“We are ambassadors for Christ, God making 
His appeal through us.”  II Cor 5:20 . 

We’re on the Web! 
www.deltapresby.org 
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