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Words From Wendy 

   Once again I’m faced with learning a new way to do 
worship.  When we cancelled in person worship in March of 
2021, I had to learn to lead meaningful worship online.  It took 
months of listening to feedback and tweaking things to get it to 
what it is now.  We added music, the Lord’s Prayer, and I 
even agreed to appear on camera (which has always been 
very uncomfortable for me.)  Now, as we return to worship, I’m 

going to have to learn how to do worship without singing and we will have to 
determine when it will be safe to sing once more.  We will again be listening to 
feedback and tweaking things to find the right balance for us.  We figured out 
how to pre-record the worship service, and now we are going to figure out how to 
record it live.   
   There are two things you can count on as we return to worship in our building:  
First, you can expect ongoing changes as we modify and improve the worship 
experience.  Second, you can count on God’s presence with us, using our 
worship to help us grow as Christians, and guiding us as we make 
improvements.  Some of the things that originated for online worship will 
continue.  I plan to continue to include the reading of Scriptures during the 
Children’s Story and the sermon.  Since the Lay Leader traditionally read one of 
the Scripture lessons, we will find new ways for the Lay Leader to participate in 
leading worship.   
   This is truly an opportunity for us to continue to try new ways of being the 
church and offering our worship to God.  Let us continue to seek God’s direction 
as we move forward into a new way of being the church.   

Cause to Rejoice! 

Rejoice in the Lord always, again I will say, Rejoice!  Phil. 4:4 

   We rejoice in the members who came into prepare the 
building for our return to worship and do some cleaning up of 
the grounds.   
   We rejoice in the work Art Kelley, Frank Jackson, and Doug Dykstra are 
putting in to figure out how best to record the services and prepare them to be 
posted online. 
   We rejoice in Bill Stirling’s willingness to take on bookkeeping responsibilities, 
with support and backup from Ellen. 
   We rejoice in the ongoing drop in Covid numbers here in Michigan. 
   We rejoice in an effective vaccine. 
   We rejoice in your faithful financial support of the church. 
   We rejoice in the time Ellen Jackson has put in at the church as we figure out 
how to cover things without Stacy. 
   We rejoice in Ellen Jackson’s, Meredith Jackson’s & Fran Johnston’s 
willingness to volunteer in the office. 
   We rejoice in the people who have volunteered to help in the office with folding 
and proofreading.  
   We rejoice in those who minister to people in need in our congregation by 
providing transportation and other support. 
   We rejoice in our return to in-building worship.   

   What gives you cause to rejoice around Delta?  Let us know and we will 
include it here in the next Ambassador.   T
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Return to In Building Worship 

As we return to worship in our building at 10:00 am on June 6, here is what you can expect: 

• The doors will be open as we enter and leave, so you won’t have to touch them. 

• We will be printing out a limited number of copies of the Announcements.  We will be sending an Order 
of Worship, the Announcements, and Prayer Care to everyone on Thursday.  If you want to have the 
Order of Worship, you can print it out.  Everything will be on the screens. 

• We will have a table as you enter the church.  On it will be masks, receptacles for Change for Change 
and the Offering, and communion elements for communion on June 6.  After some research, we 
ordered and will have on hand small chalices that have the juice on the top and a little piece of gluten 
free bread on the bottom.  We chose these because they were the easiest to open of the options we 
considered.   

• We will also have two stations with hand sanitizer for you to use as you enter the building.   

• If you want coffee or something to drink, you are welcome to bring it from home. 

• To encourage social distancing, we will only be using every other row of seats.  (I have it on good 
authority that even if you have to change your seat, God will still be present.) 

• Please wear a mask, even if you are fully vaccinated. 

• Please maintain social distancing. 

• The service will most likely be shorter than our pre-pandemic worship and longer than the online 
worship.   

• We will not be singing.  We will have music to enjoy from Fred, Mark, and Savannah. 

• We will continue to have some form of online worship.  June 6 we will have what has become our 
traditional online service which will be available Saturday evening.  We will be experimenting with 
recording video of the actual service.  Once this is working, the online service will be posted, hopefully 
by Tuesday afternoon.  This will replace the prerecorded service we have been doing.  To facilitate the 
recording, some things will change. 

• Remember that we have different levels of comfort with close contact right now, and respect the 
boundaries of those who need more space. 

• We will be making ongoing adjustments. 

• We seek your feedback as to what works and what doesn’t work and suggestions on how to improve 
things. 

Office News 

   Plans are coming together to cover office duties in Stacy’s absence.  We 
have volunteers who have agreed to help with various tasks.  Ellen has moved 
the Ambassador to a more user-friendly software, making it easier for 
volunteers to work with it.  At this point, it looks like we will have Bill Stirling in 
the office once a week to take care of financial matters. The office will also be 
staffed most Thursdays with Ellen Jackson, Meredith Jackson, and Fran 
Johnston volunteering to do it on a rotating basis.  We will continue to work on 
simplifying some of the tasks.  We still welcome you to stop by the office, we just encourage you to call first to 
make sure someone is here. 
   While Wendy is on vacation in July, office hours will be very limited.   
   The Session has decided to continue to send out the Ambassador twice a month.  We will include a calendar 
once a month and will probably make some other changes and adjustments, as well.  Again, we welcome your 
feedback.  During July there will not be a newsletter.   
   We are still determining how best to make things work, so please be patient with us through this process.   

“Let Us Pray” 

   Let’s pray for the congregation and our leadership as we return to our building and rebuild our connections 
with one another.  Also, include the following in your prayers: week of June 6: Kerri Buchanan, Peggy Carlson, 
Jim Constandt, Jim & JoAnn Dexter; week of June 13: Lisa Dingwell, Doug & Maureen Dykstra, Nancy Ellis; 
week of June 20: John & Jane Elsinga, Mark & Kelli Fech, Rhonda Fort; week of June 27: Joe & Trudie Frick, 
Kris Fry, Betty Gaffney, Flora Gilbert. 



Prayer Care & Continuing Prayer-June 3, 2021 

Prayer Care, June 3, 2021 

Stacy Elliott, as she serves her sentence and seeks to rebuild her life 
Michael Wyllys, cancer, friend of Bob Noble 
Larry Johnston, health concerns 
Becky Carver, breast cancer, sister of Wendy Pratt 
Michael Jordan, now stationed in Italy, grandson of Flora Gilbert 
Sharon Davis & son, Ali, personal issues, friend of Jon Vogler 
Joe Groth, grieving loss of wife, Vicki, friend of Jon & Meg Vogler 
Tiffany Jordan, health concerns, friend of Jon Vogler 
Cathy Crissey, health problems, friend of Jon Vogler 
Thom Edema, leg infection, husband of Jon Vogler’s friend, Ann 
Yvonne Alhaddad, health concerns, mother of Frederick Isaac 
Flora Gilbert, moving out of her apartment 
  
                                                           Continuing Prayers, June 3, 2021 
Kathy Peters, stroke recovery, rehab at Masonic Home, Alma 
Sue Keys, recovery from arm surgery, bone pain is gone 
Sharon McPherson, health concerns 
Adam LaPratt, son of Roger & Holly LaPratt  
Holly LaPratt, health concerns 
Jackie Bishop, ongoing back pain 
Terry, health concerns, sister of Cindy Schilling 
Rick Morley, lung cancer, metastasized, cousin of Geri Jennings 
 

*** 
SESSION    DEACONS   
Class of ‘21    Class of ‘21   Class of ‘22 
Jim Dexter    John Elsinga   Bonnie Reemsnyder 
Doug Dykstra    Geri Jennings  
Jane Elsinga    Art Kelley 
Meredith Jackson   Jan Small 
Jane Thomas    Laurie Stirling 

 

A Note from Stacy 

   Stacy recently sent a postcard to Wendy.  Excerpts:  “I hope that everyone can wait for me, as I’m looking 
forward to returning to work….  This is going to be a hard road.  I will take all the prayers I can get.  It’s harder 
than I thought.  Please tell everyone to not give up on me.  It’s a very fulfilling thing to know I have job to come 
home to.”  We have pre-addressed postcards in the office if you would like to send a note to Stacy.  Please 
continue to pray for Stacy and her family. 

Birthdays 

June 3   Helen Hogan    June 15  Ralph Swan 

June 9   Sharon McPherson   June 28 Jane Meddaugh 

June 10 Lisa Dingwell    June 29 David Brock 

June 13 Marianne Oren   June 30 Jon Vogler 

 

 

 



Worship 

  Are you willing to serve as a lay leader?  Please let Wendy know at wendy@deltapresby.org  

June Worship 
Sunday, June 6, 2021  Sunday, June 13, 2021  Sunday, June 20, 2021 
2nd Sunday after Pentecost  3rd Sunday after Pentecost  4th Sunday after Pentecost 
Communion    2 Corinthians 4:6-10, 14-17  1 Samuel f17:32-49 
2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1  Mark 4:26-34    Mark 4:35-41 
Mark 3:20-35    New Perspective   The Confidence of Faith 
The Bigger Picture 
 

Sunday, June 27, 2021  Sunday, July 4, 2021 
5th Sunday after Pentecost  6th Sunday after Pentecost 
Psalm 130    Communion 
Mark 5:21-43    2 Corinthians 12:2-10 
Great Need    Mark 6:1-13 
     Dealing With No 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 

9:30am Prayers 
& Squares 

3 4 5 

6 

2nd Sunday after 
Pentecost 
Communion 
Change for Change 
10 am Worship 

7 8 

1:30 pm Spiritual 
Life 

9 

9:30 am Prayers 
& Squares 
  
  

10 11 12 

13 

3rd Sunday after 
Pentecost 
10 am Worship 

14 

7 pm Resources 

15 16 

9:30 am Prayers 
& Squares 

17 18 19 

20 

4th Sunday after 
Pentecost 
Father’s Day 
10 am Worship 

21 

6 pm Session 
7 pm Deacons 

22 23 

9:30 am Prayers 
& Squares 

24 25 26 

27 

5th Sunday after 
Pentecost 
10 am Worship 

28 29 30 

9:30 am Prayers 
& Squares 

      
  
  
   

 
  

June 2021 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Announcements 

Let Us Know. When you have prayer requests, would like a visit, are going to be out of town, or have a 
change in your contact information, please email the office at office@deltapresby.org or call and leave a 
message on voicemail. 

Ambassadors. Delta’s monthly newsletter, The Ambassador, is usually sent out at the beginning of each 
month, but during this unusual time, we will now be sending them out twice a month. If you are currently NOT 
receiving this newsletter by email and would like to, please let the office know and we will put you on the email 
list. 

Communication. We will be posting important updates on our website:  www.deltapresby.org and on our 
Facebook page.  If you have not liked our Facebook page yet, please do so that you will be able to see the 
updates. If you are not currently receiving updates by email and would like to, please email  
office@deltapresby.org and let us know. If you no longer want to receive email and prefer to receive news and 
information via U.S. Mail, please call the office and leave a voice mail if the office is closed. 

Contributions. Please mail or drop off your offerings to the church. Twice a month Jim Constandt and Fran 
Johnston will come in to take care of them and get them deposited. 

Website Calendar. If you have events that need to go on the website calendar, please let Art Kelley know.   

Papergator. Our Papergator has been moved to the west side of the larger parking lot next to the Granger 

trash bin.  

The Ambassador 

Delta Presbyterian Church 
6100 W. Michigan Ave. 
Lansing MI  48917 
Phone:  517-321-3569 

E-mail:  office@deltapresby.org 

  

June 3, 2021 

CHURCH STAFF 

Pastor:  Wendy S. Pratt 

Admin. Coordinator: Ellen Jackson 

Clerk of Session:  Jane Elsinga 

Treasurer:  Joe Frick 

Co-Treasurer: Bill Stirling 

Financial Secretary: Fran Johnston 

Accompanist:  Frederick Isaac 

Adult Choir Dir.:  Mark McElwee 

Website Coordinator:  Art Kelley 

Kids Hope USA Program Dir.:  Roger & Jan Small 

Asst. Kids Hope USA Dir.:  Jane Thomas 

“We are ambassadors for Christ, God making 
His appeal through us.”  II Cor 5:20 . 

We’re on the Web! 
www.deltapresby.org 
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