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Living Into Our Vision
If you subscribe to the
Lansing State Journal,
you saw pictures of the
church and Delta members on the front page on
Monday, March 16. If you
don’t subscribe, you can
follow this link to the article https://
www.lansingstatejournal.c
om/story/news/
local/2020/03/14/greaterlansing-food-bank-step-up
-meet-needs-amid-covid19pandemic/5050640002/
We support the Delta Waverly Rotary Club’s backpack program,
which gives
food to students who qualify for free
lunches to get
them through
the weekend.
Some of you
may remember
when Pat Leyser did a

Minute for Mission about
the program in January.
Friday, March 13, as
everything was shutting
down, including schools,
JoAnn Dexter called Pat
to asked if there was anything she could do to
help. Pat explained that
they were going to be
locked out of the schools
as of noon Saturday, and
didn’t know how they
would be able continue
the program. JoAnn told
Pat to call the church. I
spoke with her Friday
afternoon, and she was

very concerned about
what they would do. I
asked if they would like to
use our building, and I
could hear the immediate
relief in her voice.
Saturday volunteers
assembled bags of groceries at the school, and
then they were brought to
our building to be stored.
Eligible families will be
notified of when they can
pick up the food. A post
on FaceBook resulted in
over 10 of our members
being here to help. We
truly showed Christ
around us as
we made a way
to continue an
important ministry to hungry
children in our
community.
Thank you to all
who participated.

Stewardship/Budget Update
Thank you for those
who increased your
pledges in response to
our request. We have
received $3,000 in additional pledges. At this
point, we have a deficit of
$26,000. We are going
forward with that for now.
We do have enough money to cover it, though we
are hoping we will be able
to save enough money
and giving will increase
enough to lower it even
more.

Up until now, giving has
been good. With people
sending in their gifts from
their IRA once or twice a
year, we have not yet
figured out the rhythm of
how the ebbs and flows of
the offering will go
through the year. We
were hit hard in January
and February with snow
removal costs.
Please continue to send
your gifts to the church,
as our costs continue. We

have taken steps to save
money during this time,
including setting all the
thermostats (except the
office) to vacation mode.
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Words From Wendy
This Lent I chose the theme of Unexpected. I was excited about the
way I saw God at work in the lectionary Scriptures and the ways in which
they spoke to our current challenges
as a congregation. Then the unexpected happened, and we found ourselves in the middle of a pandemic.
The Session and a few Deacons
met on Monday to discuss what we
are going to do moving forward. We
are going to provide worship opportunities. We are going to seek ways to
stay in touch with all of you. We are
going to try new things. We are going
to use this as an opportunity to explore new technology, with the goal of
learning to livestream our worship,
and discovering new ways of doing
ministry which can continue beyond
the current crisis.
For now, all activities at the church
are cancelled. The Strategic Planning
Team and Session plan to meet in

person in April (with appropriate precautions), but all other meetings and
activities are cancelled.
We have not set a date for resuming worship. We have agreed to follow the CDC guidance, which the last
I heard recommended no gatherings
of over 50 people until at least May.
Our hope is that we may be able to
resume activities before then, however, we are committed to doing our
part to flatten the curve so that our
medical system is not so overwhelmed by serious cases that they
run short of ventilators.
At this point it sounds like hospitals
and nursing homes are shut down to
visitors. If you are in the hospital, let
us know. We can still pray and keep
in touch via phone.
We are learning as we go along, so
we welcome your suggestions and
feedback as we try new ways of being the church together.

Communication
We will be posting important updates on our website:
www.deltapresby.org and on our Facebook page. We will also be sending
regular emails. If you have not liked
our Facebook page yet, please do so
that you will be able to see the updates. If you are not currently receiving updates by email and would like

to, please email office@deltapresby.org and let us
know. If you no longer want to receive
email and prefer to receive news and
information via U.S. Mail, please call
the office. If you need to leave a voice
mail, leave it in Wendy’s box (ext
103) as due to technical difficulties,
we can’t currently access the office
voice mail.

Worship
We will be offering recordings of
abbreviated worship services, which
will include Scripture, meditation, and
prayer. Initially, we will be offering
them on our website with links on our
Facebook page. We will also provide
links in the Friday email. We hope
that within a week or so, we will be
livestreaming the service at 10:00 am
on Sunday morning. The recording
will also be available on our website
following the service. For this Sunday, if you are on Facebook go to
Jonesville First Presbyterian Church
page at 10:30 am and they will be
livestreaming their worship.
If you cannot access the online recordings, we plan to make available
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manuscripts. These will also be available on our website or you can let the
office know and we will mail them to
you.
Wendy will be focusing on the Guiding Principles that the Session and
Deacons developed in January. We
reflected on Isaiah 43:1-21 and Philippians 4:1-14 and found the principles to guide our work this year. We
encourage you to read through these
passages daily. Let’s share the guiding principles we discover in these
passages on the church’s Facebook
page, or call or email them to Wendy.
Let’s encourage one another.

We are separated, yet we are still
one body in Christ. Reading these
Scriptures together will help us remember and experience that unity
during these challenging times. You
are invited to share your thoughts and
reflections on the church’s Facebook
page.
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“Let Us Pray”
There are many needs for prayer this
month.

• Please pray for medical personnel who are putting their own
health at risk to care for the sick.
• Pray for the leaders as they
make decisions designed to
keep us safe and flatten the
curve.
• Pray for the sick and the grieving.

• Pray for those who are living in
fear.
• Pray for those who are isolated,
cut off from social interaction.
• Pray for the workers who are
putting in extra hours to keep
the stores stocked.
• Pray for opportunities to reach
out and offer comfort to those
who need it.

Cause to Rejoice
Rejoice in the Lord always, again I
will say, Rejoice! Phil. 4:4
It may seem difficult to find cause to
rejoice right now, yet God continues
to be at work and there continue to be
reasons to give thanks to God.
We rejoice in the leadership and
ministry of our Session and Deacons,
who have stepped up to make decisions and reach out during a challenging time.
We rejoice in the donors who gave
money to clean much of the carpet in
the church.
We rejoice in your response to our
financial challenges and thank you for
your continuing financial support.

We rejoice in the technology that
makes it possible for us to stay connected during times like this.
We rejoice in the volunteers who
are helping with the Delta Waverly
Rotary Club’s backpack program and
that we could provide emergency
space for the program.
We rejoice in the people who are
reaching out to one another and helping in other ways during the pandemic.
Let’s continue to look for cause to
rejoice around us. Even during hard
times it’s possible to see God at work.

Deacon Salute-Peggy Carlson
This month we are saluting on of
our new members, Peggy Carlson.
Peggy received her BS degree from
NMU and Master’s degree from MSU
(a long time ago). She met her husband in seventh grade. They started
dating in tenth grade and were married for almost 44 years until his
death. Peggy’s daughter, Vicki, lives
in Saginaw and her son, Scott, lives
in Lansing. Four grandchildren and
five great grandchildren fill out her
family. While in college, Peggy
worked at the public library in Marquette, then after graduation from
Northern, she taught in Marquette.
Her family later moved to Newberry
where she was also a teacher. After
moving to Lansing, she was hired by
the State Department of Education as
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an Education Consultant with the Title
1 Federal Program (No Child Left
Behind). Peggy retired in 1997. She
has lived in Delta Township for 46
years and has probably lost her U.P.
Citizenship by now.
Having been raised Catholic, Peggy
became a Methodist from age 20-79,
and now has found a new home here
at Delta Presbyterian Church. She
appreciates all the Mission Projects
that Delta is involved with. She also
likes the sermons, the warmth and
welcoming atmosphere here at Delta,
and don’t forget the vocal and bell
choirs!
Did you know that Peggy was once
a figure skater? Now, she enjoys travelling, reading and being with her
family.

What a wonderful addition to our
Delta family.
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Wendy’s Blog Post
Thoughts on the Pandemic
First it was in China, and unless we had family members there, it really didn’t concern us. Then it began to spread, and
arrived on U.S. soil. Even then it was on the west coast, and the majority of the deaths were nursing home residents. It
was still far away, and since we are healthier than nursing home residents we still didn’t worry. Then there were 2 cases in
the state, but they weren’t around here. Overnight 2 grew to 12, including one nearby.
Suddenly we were faced with difficult decisions. Should we go to work? What about school? What about our concert
tickets? Would it be safe to go to worship? Then the decisions were made for us. Schools were closed, churches were
encouraged to cancel worship, and there was talk of needing to stay home for a couple of weeks. If we need to stay home
for 2 weeks, would we have enough food? What about toilet paper? What about facial tissues? What did we need to
make sure we would be okay?
A look at the store shelves and the things that are out show us the efforts people have made to be sure they have enough
for their family. It is easy to get so wrapped up in our own needs and our own fears that we forget about others, who may
have bigger needs.
With school closed for 3 weeks, there are children who will no longer have access to food. The people who will be most
likely to be out of work will be those who can least afford to miss a paycheck. With nursing homes closed to visitors, the
loneliness of their residents will grow even more. Medical personnel will be overworked, dealing not only with those who
have the disease, but with those who fear the disease.
So, now that we are in the midst of it, how do we respond to it? As Christians, what should we do now? I offer some ideas for you.
Pray. In your prayers, remember those who are suffering, whether from the virus, grief, hunger, fear, or just the stress of
it all.
Reach out to those who are isolated. Think of those who are isolated and lonely. Call them. Send them a card. Let
them know you are thinking of them and holding them in your prayers.
Offer a helping hand. Do you know someone who isn’t going out, and might need some groceries? Give them a call and
offer to pick some up for them next time you are at the store.
The church has agreed to allow the Delta Waverly Rotary Club to use our building for their school backpack program
while the schools are closed. They are still figuring out details, so watch for opportunities to help them continue to provide
food for our children while they are out of school. Look for other opportunities to help fill in during this crisis.
Even if you aren’t in one of the high risk categories, take appropriate precautions. Some people don’t show signs of being sick, but they can still pass the disease on to others. Your safety precautions not only protect you, they help protect the
most vulnerable in our community.
Live. Do something new. Start a project around the house. Play games with the family. Try a new recipe. Write some
letters. Call old friends.
Trust God. No matter how bad it gets, no matter how hard it is right now, remember: God always wins.
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Birthdays
Apr 5

Mary Jo Kelley

Apr 22 Frederick Isaac

May 19 Bob Buchanan

Apr 8

Savannah Wright

Apr 28 Anne Ryan

May 21 Rhonda Fort

Apr 9

Mary Mead

May 1

Meg Vogler

May 22 Briahna Bishop

Apr 14 Cindy Schilling

May 7

Jan Small

May 26 Ben Dymond

Apr 17 Luci Kull

May 9

Paul Seppala

Apr 19 Ciarah Fech

May 13 Gail Cone
Trudie Frick

May 27 Jerry Rueckert
Larry Johnston

Apr 21 Fran Johnston

Personal Needs Closet
Mission Committee has decided to
try something new for our Personal
Needs donations this year. You can
still contribute any personal needs
item each month, but we would like to
emphasis certain items to consider
every month. The list is as follows:

Month:

April
May
June
July

Detergent
Toilet Paper
Dish Soap
Shampoo &
Body Soap
August Feminine
Products

Thank you for your past generosity.
All the items you donate are greatly
appreciated by those in need.

Mission Project-One Great Hour of Sharing
Received during the season of Lent
(February 26-April 12), each gift to
One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS)
helps to improve the lives of people in
these challenging situations. The Offering provides us a way to share
God’s love with our neighbors in

need. In fact, OGHS is the single,
largest way that Presbyterians
come together every year to work
for a better world.
You may use the One Great Hour
of Sharing envelope in your pledge

envelope packet. Please mark your
check OGHS in the memo line.

“Come and See”
45

Philip found Nathanael and said to
him, “We have found the one Moses
wrote about in the Law and the
Prophets: Jesus, Joseph’s son, from
Nazareth.”
46
Nathanael responded, “Can anything from Nazareth be good?”
Philip said, “Come and see.” John
1:45-46

It’s hard to invite people to come
and see what God is doing in and
through us when we aren’t having
any activities. However, we are much
more active on the internet, so invite
your friends to like our Facebook
page or visit our website
www.deltapresby.org There they can
see Wendy’s blogposts, get updates,

and access recorded worship services.

Office News
At this point, Wendy, Ellen, Lena,
and Rosie plan to be in the office
from 9 am to 2 pm TuesdayThursday. You can stop by during
these hours to drop off donations or
just to talk. We won’t hug you or
shake your hand, but we are always
willing to listen. Rosie does not maintain the 6 foot distance, which is
good, because the love of a dog is
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welcome (at least for most of us).
Wendy will be on vacation April 1319. She will be at home working on
the house, so you can call her at
home if needed. Ellen has cancelled
her March vacation but is still planning to be gone April 24- May 4. Of
course, this may change, as all things
are changing right now.
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“We are ambassadors for Christ, God making
His appeal through us.” II Cor 5:20 .

We’re on the Web!
www.deltapresby.org

Looking Ahead
Dear Delta Family,
Monday, March 16, the Session and
a few interested Deacons met, and
the majority of our time was spent on
how we handle this pandemic. As
you know, it is a challenge, since
things are changing daily (and sometimes, hourly). We have cancelled all
activities for now. We will follow the
guidance the CDC provides regarding
when we can reopen. As soon as
they say it is okay, we will be back in
worship. For now, though, we anticipate this will last through the month of
April. We will be in touch with you
weekly with updates. An Ambassador and the announcements will be
sent via email tomorrow. We will also
be mailing information to people we
know who don't use email. Please
pass this information on to those who
might not receive it. Please pray for
all of those being impacted by this
virus.
-Peace,
Wendy Pratt
Pastor, Delta Presbyterian Church

Guiding Principles Reflections
based on Isaiah 43:1-21 and Philippians 4:1-14 All of these will be
available at www.deltapresby.org
Wednesday, March 18 Blog Post
Isaiah 43:1-4
God Is for Us
Sunday, March 22 Audio Recording
Isaiah 43:16-21
God Is at Work Around Us
Wednesday, March 25 Blog post
Philippians 4:8-9
Watch and Join
Sunday, March 29 Livestream (join
us at 10:00 on Facebook)
Isaiah 43:5-7
Watch and Join
Wednesday, April 1 Blog Post
Philippians 4:6-7
Turn Your Worries into
Prayers
Sunday, April 5 Livestream (join us
at 10:00 on Facebook)
Philippians 4:10-14
God’s Got Our Backs

Maundy Thursday, April 9, 2020
Blog Post
Exodus 12:1-14
1 Corinthians 11:23-26
In Remembrance

Sunday, April 12, 2020
Easter
Acts 10:34-43
Matthew 28:1-10

