
   It’s a different kind of September. I don’t have to worry about 
school traffic on Elmwood when I leave the house. We aren’t 
planning Friday Night Fun. We aren’t working concessions. 
The weather is cooler, and the leaves are beginning to change 
color, and it is a very different fall.   
   There are some things that stay the same or are done in 
new ways. The number of meetings has picked up, but instead 
of in person, we’re meeting via zoom. We are figuring out how 
to do a stewardship campaign and what to do for children’s 
ministry. We are planning an Annual Meeting and how Nomi-
nating Committee will work.   
   We continue to seek to improve our worship service and add 
elements to it. We continue to need (and receive) your financial support. We are mak-
ing plans for Advent and Christmas Eve. Spiritual Life knows they will be different this 
year, and we are excited about the plans we are making and think they will be mean-
ingful in a new way. We are also planning new ways to keep old traditions.    
   Even in the midst of change, the important things remain the same. We are still con-
nected as the body of Christ. We are still worshiping. We are still supporting mission. 
We know that God is with us. We know that God will win.   

Words From Wendy 
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SEPTEMBER 16, 2020 

Book Study 

   Wednesday, September 23, at 2:00, we will begin our book study 
on White Fragility:  Why It’s so Hard for White People to Talk about 
Racism. The author is Robin DiAngelo, and the book is available for 
Kindle or as a paper back through Amazon. It is also available as an 
audio book through Audible.   
   We will begin with the introduction and first chapter. We will decide 
together how we will proceed in terms of the length of the study and 
how many chapters we cover each week.   
   I know some of you have shared that you are interested. Unfortu-
nately, I trusted my memory to remember who was interested, and suspect I may have 
forgotten someone. If you have not received an email from me with an invitation to our 
first gathering, let me know and I will send it. If you are interested and haven’t told me 
yet, let me know at wendy@deltapresby.org and I will send you an invitation.   
   I’m looking forward to an opportunity for us to reconnect.   

Annual Congregational Meeting 

   We will have our Annual Congregational Meeting via zoom on Thursday, Septem-
ber 24 at 6:00 p.m. We will receive the budget, approve terms of call for the pastor, 
elect a nominating committee, and have the annual meeting of the corporation. If you 
would be willing to serve on the nominating committee, please let us know in the of-
fice.   
   If you have not seen a copy, the Annual Report is available in the office. We are in 
the office Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday from 9 to 2. Wednesday mornings we 
record, so try to avoid that time. You can also call the office and request that an annu-
al report be mailed to you. If you are unable to attend the meeting and have questions 
or comments, please let Wendy (moderator) or Jane Elsinga (clerk) know. You will 
receive an email with a link that will enable you to join the meeting.   

Children’s Ministry 

   The Spiritual Life Committee spent some time discussing what we want to do for 
our children this fall. We are mindful that some families may already feel over-
whelmed with the added work of virtual school and their own online work. After much 
discussion, we decided that we will add some questions for discussion to the chil-
dren’s story. We encourage you to watch the children’s story in the online worship 
service together and then discuss the questions, maybe over a family meal.   

mailto:wendy@deltapresby.org


Prayer Care, September 16, 2020 

Sharon McPherson, broken wrist 
Jan Oudbier, health concerns 
Mike & Cindy Schilling, Mike awaiting upcoming liver tests 
Terry, health concerns, sister of Cindy Schilling 
Sue Keys, more surgery needed on upper arm 
Trudie Frick, shoulder replacement surgery recovery 
Flora Gilbert, health concerns 
Family of Joe Groth, wife, Vicki, died Sept. 10, health concerns for Joe, friend of Vogler’s 
Beth & Kevin Fox and family, Kevin’s father, George, died Aug. 30, daughter & son-in-law of Rhonda Fort 
Family of Jessi Thomas, Jessi, age 33, died Aug. 30, friend of Mary Ann Martin 
Philip Morey, sister, Dawn died 2 years ago, mother, Shirley, died Nov. 2019, father, Bill in last stages of liver cancer, neigh-

bor of VanCourts 
Peggy Gonser, complications from surgery, sister-in-law of Flora Gilbert 
Michael Jordan, now stationed in Italy, grandson of Flora Gilbert 
Kaleb, recovery from brain tumor surgery, friend of Sharon VanCourt 
Carol Bohn, broken wrist, cousin of Meg Vogler 
Yolanda, hospice care, friend of Jon Vogler 
Joyce, needs weekly transfusions, daughter of Yolanda (see above) 
Sharon Davis & son, Ali, personal issues, friend of Jon Vogler 
Casey & Roy Crissey, health concerns friend of Jon Vogler 
Sandy V., metastasized cancer, friend of Jane Elsinga 
Yvonne Alhaddad, health concerns, mother of Frederick Isaac 

                                     Continuing Prayers, September 16, 2020 

Kathy Peters, stroke recovery, rehab at Masonic Home, Alma 
Adam LaPratt, son of Roger & Holly LaPratt  
Holly LaPratt, health concerns 
Carolyn Elliott, double bypass surgery recovery, partner of Jerry Rueckert 
Jackie Bishop, ongoing back pain 
Rick Morley, lung cancer, metastasized, cousin of Geri Jennings 
Rev. Dr. Jeff O’Neill, chemo treatment, retired pastor from First Presbyterian Church, Lansing 
Mallory, brain surgery recovery, friend of Grace & neighbor of VanCourt 

** 
SESSION    DEACONS   
Class of ‘20    Class of ‘20  Class of ‘21  Class of ‘22 
Doug Dykstra    Holly Brock  John Elsinga  Bonnie Reemsnyder 
Jane Elsinga    Jim Dexter  Jan Small 
Jane Thomas    Geri Jennings 
      Art Kelley 
C|ass of ‘21    Laurie Stirling 
Meredith Jackson   Jon Vogler 
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Birthdays 

Sep 1  Bob Benezette 

Sep 5  Roger LaPratt 
  Jackie Bishop 

Sep 10  Jack VanCourt 

Sep 11  John Elsinga 
  Bob Noble 

Sep 13  Jillian Dymond 

Sep 14  Beau Benezette 

Sep 21  Jan Buchanan 

Sep 22  Maureen Dykstra 

Sep 30  Ock DeRose 

Sep 30  Jeff Jackson 

Oct 1 Jane Thomas 

Oct 3 Jim Constandt 

Oct 4 Margaret Strange 

Oct 5 Jan Oudbier 

Oct 9 Bill Settle 

Oct 15 Sandy Akright 

Oct 16 Mark Bradley 

Oct 18 Grace Bishop 

Oct 20 Jim Dexter 

Oct 21 Kathy Peters 

Oct 23 Kelci Fech 

Oct 25 JoAnn Dexter 

Oct 29 Pat Baker 

Oct 30 Sue Settle 

Oct 31 Jeff Akright 



V OLU ME  1 9,  ISSU E 2  

   As we look at the world around us, there are plenty of 
people and situations in need of our prayer. Let us pray for 
those impacted by Covid-19, and the researchers looking 
for solutions. Please pray for the people in the west who 
are dealing with wildfires and the people in the south fac-
ing hurricanes. Pray for God’s guidance as the election 
approaches. Also, include the following individuals in your 
prayers:  week of September 13: Chuck Wilber, Norm Wil-
son, Dan, Anna Marie, Isaiah, Ethan, & Aiden Woloszyn; 
week of September 20: Ken, Jessica, Savannah, Callum, 
& Luke Wright; Jeff & Sandy Akright, Pat Baker; week of 
September 27: Bob, Wendy, Beau, & Zack Benezette; 
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“Let Us Pray” 

Worship  

   As you have probably heard, the presbytery is strongly recommending we continue 
limiting our worship to on-line only through the end of the year. While we are disap-
pointed, it is not a big surprise. The state still has a limit of 10 people gathered inside 
for events. As schools and colleges have reopened, there is an increase in cases, es-
pecially in East Lansing.   

   We continue to work to strengthen our online presence, and we continue to seek your feedback. Plans are under-
way for Advent and Christmas.   

September/October Worship 

Sunday, September 20, 2020  Sunday, September 27, 2020  Sunday, October 4, 2020 
Philippians 1:21-30   Philippians 2:1-13   World Communion Day 
Matthew 20:1-16   Matthew 21:23-32   Psalm 19 
Not Fair!    The Mind of a Servant   Philippians 3:4b-14 
          To Know Christ 
 
Sunday, October 11, 2020  Sunday, October 18, 2020  Sunday, October 25, 2020 
Psalm 106:1-6    Matthew 22:15-22   1 Thessalonians 2:1-8 
Philippians 4:1-9   What Shall I Give   Matthew 22:34-46 
In This Way         Priorities 

Cause to Rejoice 

Rejoice in the Lord always, again I will say, Rejoice!  Phil. 4:4 

As the shutdown continues, so does God’s work among us.  There is much in which we 
can rejoice.   

   We rejoice in cool nights and changing leaves.   
   We rejoice in the technology that enables us to worship electronically.  
   We rejoice in willingness of our leaders to continue to meet via zoom. 
   We rejoice in the imaginative ways our leaders are finding new ways to do things we’ve always taken for granted.   
   We rejoice in your faithful financial support of Delta. 

   What gives you cause to rejoice? Email Wendy (wendy@deltapresby.org) or Ellen (office@deltapresby.org) and 
we’ll include it next time.   

Steve, Jackie, Jillien, Briahna, Grace, Jackson, & Eli 
Bishop; week of October 4: Mark Bradley, David & Holly 
Brock, Georgia Brown, Bob & Jan Buchanan; week of 
October 11: Kerri Buchanan, Peggy Carlson, Jim Con-
standt, Ock DeRose, Jim & JoAnn Dexter; week of Oc-
tober 18: Lisa Dingwell, Doug 
& Maureen Dykstra, Nancy 
Ellis, John & Jane Elsinga, 
Mark & Kelli Fech; week of 
October 25: Rhonda Fort, Joe 
& Trudie Frick, Kris Fry, Betty 
Gaffney, Flora Gilbert. 

Office Hours 
   To coordinate with the online sermons, we are changing our regular office hours to Tuesday, Wednesday, and 
Thursdays, 9:00 am-2:00 pm.  

mailto:wendy@deltapresby.org
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2020 Congregational Survey Results 

Delta Presbyterian Church 
Survey Results 
July 22, 2020 

Thank you to everyone who completed the survey.  Here is the complete report of the responses.  
We have highlighted a number of things that need to be addressed.  Many of those items have 
been referred to the Spiritual Life Committee, and they are in discussion regarding them.  Other 
things the Strategic Planning Team is addressing.  At our last Strategic Planning meeting we set 
up two subcommittees.  One is looking at technology for continuing online worship, one is looking 
at outreach/communication/mission and how we connect and become more visible in the commu-
nity.  We have also reached out to two sister churches who are also facing the upcoming retire-
ment of pastors, and their pastors are interested in beginning conversations with leadership re-
garding the future.  If you would like to be involved in any of these discussions, please let Doug 
Dykstra or Wendy Pratt know.   
 
Data:  90 surveys were sent out, 30 responded (33% return) 
(**Note:  Average attendance for 2019 was 58) 
 
I.   Pre-COVID/return to gathering: 
     A.  Worship: 
                1. apply Scripture to current events?                         Yes  28                       No    2 
                2. use other versions of Lord’s Prayer?                     Yes  17                       No  13 
                3. insertion of Apostle’s Creed/other creeds?            Yes  26                       No    3  (1 ?) 
 
                4. ideas for making worship more meaningful: 
                    *  more contemporary (2)                                    *  updates on prayer care people  
                    *  improve sound system                                    *  Wendy, pacing is distracting and 
                    *  too much on screen                                                         affecting sound (2) 
                    *  less responsive readings                                 *  more with current issues 
                    *  new ways for responsive readings                  *  parallels/Scripture vs today 
                    *  quiet when music starts 
 
                5. changes in music: 
                     *  eliminate Singspiration (2)                                    *  more uplifting praise music      
                     *  more contemporary music (4)                               *  Fred, slow down    
                     *  more traditional music (2)                                     * forget about singing along, let 
                     *  do not change lyrics of traditional hymns (2)                   Fred do his thing!  
                     *  have someone sing new song first                       *  add Gloria Patri 
                     *  songs must be “singable”                                     *  no tolling of bell 
                     *  limit songs to 3 verses (5)                                    *  have kids sing                   
                     *  music too loud                                                      *  2-3 songs are plenty 
                     *  no theme necessary                                            *  need more familiar music 
                     *  choir do 2 songs                                                  *  choir walk in singing, stay in loft 
                     *  small groups sing if choir not singing 
 
                6. interested in adult ed?                                          Yes  18         No   8   (3 no ans., 2 ?)             
                                            Bible study?                                 Yes  13          No  13  (3 no ans., 1?) 
                                            prayer group?                               Yes   9          No  19  (2 no ans.) 
                    *Adult Ed. ideas:  immigration             the Church in hard times        
                                                current events         a Christian’s role in politics 

                               eschatology             global concerns 
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                                                    aging                    relevance of the church in today’s world    
                                                    growing old          contemporary use of multimedia 
                                                    facing death         ministering to someone who has lost a spouse      
                   *Bible study ideas:   the Prophets         women of the Bible                                                 
                                                    Paul’s mission trips          New Testament 
                                                    Book of Revelation          Old testament history                
                                                    infrequently discussed books of the Bible       
                                                    our responsibilities to the church   
 
II.  Communication: 
      A.  leadership communicating effectively?                     Yes   22                 No    4  (4 no ans.) 
      B.  use email?                                                                 Yes   22                No    1 
            Face book?                                                               Yes  11                 No  11                                       
            Delta face book page?                                              Yes    6                 No  19  (4 no ans.) 
      C.  on Friday email list?                                                  Yes  22                 No    6   (2 ?) 
      D.  visit Delta web site?                                                  Yes  15                 No  12  (2 occ.) 
                                                                                                                            (1 no ans.)  
      E.  how do you receive Ambassador?   website  6    email  21     US mail  7     at church  1 
 
III.  Community outreach: 
        Additional programs to explore?      
         *  food pantry   
         *  financial support of Elmwood 
         *  book club 
         *  diabetes support group 
         *  involvement with people of color or LGTBQ 
 
IV.  Community Forums (ideas):  Michigan No Fault                            senior issues (M. Mareck) 
                                                        Autism awareness                            wills, trusts 
                                                        Nutrition/health                                 funeral planning  
                                                        Gov’t supported elderly programs    Race 
                                                        Supreme Court issues 
 
V:    Current Services: 
        A.  accessing current messages?                                 Yes  27                     No   3 
        B.  if “no”, looking at other sources?                             Yes    4                     No   1 
        C.  Do you like the current format?                               Yes   24                    No   2  (4 no ans.) 
             What would you add or change? 
               *  prayer concerns, updates 
               *  daily message 
               *  shorter Scriptures, message 
               *  something for kids (2) 
               *  add readers (4) 
               *  more messages as COVID lingers 
 
        E.  satisfied with the (current) music?                          Yes   23                    No   3  (3 no ans.) 
              What would you add or change? 
               *  add  music in addition to piano (video?) (4) 
               *  add more Fred (2) 
               *  add traditional hymns to sing along with  (2) 
               *  explore more selections 
               *  add people singing 
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        F.  Are there additional ways of reaching out to be explored?  
             *  outdoor service (when safe) (2) 
             *  make sure all can access service (2) 
             *  sign out front/web site 
             *  more direct contact from pastor, leadership (3) 
             *  phone tree to check on each other 
             *  Zoom calls       
             *  add Face book for Sunday service 
              *  you tube, collaboration with other churches in production/delivery of messages    
             *  Zoom, alternatives to Zoom  
  
VI.   Post COVID looking to the future:      
        A.  When would you feel comfortable retuning to worship? 
               1. when CDC/Presbytery guidelines say it’s safe                              9 
               2. restaurants open for 2 weeks and no new cases                          0  
               3. effective treatment or vaccine available                                        6 
               4. no treatment or vaccine but we take all precautions, etc.             3    
               Also:   
               5. vaccine + our precautions                                                             1 
               6. CDC/Presby. guidelines + our precautions                                   6 
               7. CDC/Presby. guidelines + vaccine                                                3 
               8. checked every box                                                                        2 
                                                                                                  (*no answer    1) 
 
        B.  Would  you participate in both in house and some form of on line worship in the future?  
                                                                                                  Yes   22      No   5   ( 2 no ans., 1 ?) 
        C.  reach out to other churches to combine activities?     Yes   27      No   2   (1 no ans.) 
        D.  explore options of renting church?                              Yes   20      No   5   (5 no ans.) 
        E.  Should we have our service on line every Sunday?    Yes   20     No   5   (2 no ans., 2 ?)                      
        F.  How can we reach others to make them aware of Delta? 
             *  individual yard signs                                           *  promote Friday Night Fun 
             *  Scripture by garden plots                                   *  use  local newspapers  
             *  continue with current outreach                           *  community forums (advertise) 
             *  increase efforts to recruit young families           *  be more visible in the community  
             *  contact those who have left…why?                   *  speakers (pulpit) and advertise 
             *  host outdoor event (when safe) 
 
VII.   Biggest  concern for Delta?      
         *  lack of young people (2)                                        *  visitors not wanting to return/older 
         *  decrease in membership (13)                                             congregation  
         *  decrease in income (11)                                       *  people not returning post COVID 
         *  survival (2)                                                            *  young people will not find us relevant 
         *  cost of aging church building                                *  we will have to merge or close          
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VIII. Biggest hope for Delta?  
        *  bring young families into the church                      *  staying relevant 
        *  growth by reaching out on the internet                  *  willing to change/find new ways (2)  
        *  that we can continue to serve community (2)        *  join with another church 
        *  survival (5)                                                             *  growth 
        *  more diversity                                                        *  cont. to be “Delta”: mission, support, 
                                                                                                     fellowship, community 
IX.   Where do you believe God is leading us? 
         *  possibly to merge with another church 
         *  to expand outreach through the internet 
         *  to a new type of service 
         *  to increase in faith due to COVID 
         *  to just be good people 
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Let Us Know. When you have prayer requests, would like a visit, are going to be out of town, or have a change 
in your contact information, please email the office at office@deltapresby.org or call and leave a message on 
Wendy’s voicemail, ext. 103. 

Prayer Requests. You may call or email the office with your prayer requests. 

Ambassadors. Delta’s monthly newsletter, The Ambassador, is usually sent out at the beginning of each month, 
but during this unusual time, we will now be sending them out twice a month. If you are currently NOT receiving 
this newsletter by email and would like to, please let the office know and we will put you on the email list. 

Communication. We will be posting important updates on our website:  www.deltapresby.org and on our Face-
book page.  If you have not liked our Facebook page yet, please do so that you will be able to see the updates. If 
you are not currently receiving updates by email and would like to, please email office@deltapresby.org and let 
us know. If you no longer want to receive email and prefer to receive news and information via U.S. Mail, please 
call the office. If you need to leave a voice mail, leave it in Wendy’s voice mail (ext 103) as due to technical diffi-
culties, we can’t currently access the office voice mail.   

Contributions. Please mail or drop off your pledges to the church. Twice a month Jim Constandt and Fran John-
ston will come in to take care of them and get them deposited. 

Community Garden. The Community Garden looked great this summer! Thank you to all who helped keep the 
watering barrels full! 

Website Calendar. If you have events that need to go on the website calendar, please let Art Kelley know.   

 

The Ambassador 

Delta Presbyterian Church 
6100 W. Michigan Ave. 
Lansing MI  48917 
Phone:  517-321-3569 
E-mail:  office@deltapresby.org 
 
SEPTEMBER 16, 2020 

CHURCH STAFF 
Pastor:  Wendy S. Pratt 
Admin. Asst.:  Ellen Jackson 
Clerk of Session:  Jane Elsinga 
Treasurer:  Joe Frick 
Co-Treasurer: Bill Stirling 
Financial Secretary: Fran Johnston 
Accompanist:  Frederick Isaac 
Adult Choir Dir.:  Mark McElwee 
Website Coordinator:  Art Kelley 
Kids Hope USA Program Dir.:  Roger & Jan Small 
Asst. Kids Hope USA Dir.:  Jane Thomas 

“We are ambassadors for Christ, God making 
His appeal through us.”  II Cor 5:20 . 

We’re on the Web! 
www.deltapresby.org 

Announcements 
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