
  Thank you to all of you who participated in 
the Annual Meeting online. There were several 
questions about finances; I thought I’d provide 
more information. 
   Our expenses are down significantly since 
we have moved all worship to online. We are 
no longer printing bulletins, and we are only 
cooling the office instead of the entire building. 
We are also saving money on staff. Ellen has 
been working fewer hours, and we don’t have choirs right now (though 
we are paying Mark and Fred for the music they provide.) We also aren’t 
paying for cleaning services right now; what is needed is being covered 
by Lena, Wendy, and Ellen.   
   At the end of September, we were about $1,000 up over pledges com-
pared to this point last year. Our expenses were down $21,000. At this 
point, our pledge income exceeds our expenses by almost $6,000.  
When you include other income, we are in even better shape. Our costs 
will go up as we move into the fall and winter, because we will have to 
keep some heat on throughout the building.   
   In terms of our pledge income, some of us have already paid most of 
our pledges for the year, others of us are behind on our pledges or 
haven’t made our annual gift yet. We are thankful for your faithful sup-
port of Delta, and count on you to fulfill your pledges. We are on track to 
end the year in good shape financially. 
   So what about next year? How do we plan a budget and a stewardship 
campaign when we aren’t together? At this time the plan is to keep the 
budget the same for 2021, though we recognize that we may find that 
adjustments are needed.   
   In October, we will spend some time talking about stewardship, and 
you will receive our proposed budget, a stewardship letter, and commit-
ment card. We plan to dedicate our pledges on November 1.   
   Even though we aren’t meeting together on Sunday mornings, the 
work of the church continues. The Session, Deacons, and committees 
continue to meet via zoom. We have a book discussion going on. The 
Strategic Planning Team is at work, and many are planning on partici-
pating in a zoom webinar that looks at how things will change when we 
return to worship, and how to maintain a meaningful online worship 
presence. We are making plans for Ellen’s retirement at the end of Feb-
ruary.  
   God continues to work in and through us. We continue to seek and 
follow God’s will for our future.   

Words From Wendy 
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Book Study 

   The book White Fragility raises a number of different 
issues and helps us to see our society from a new per-
spective. On Wednesday, October 7, we will be discuss-
ing chapters 2 & 3. Chapter 2, which focuses on white 
supremacy, is the heart of the book. If you would like to 
join the discussion, email Wendy at wen-
dy@deltapresby.org and she will invite you to the zoom 
meeting, which is at 2:00 Wednesday afternoons. 
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Prayer Care, October 1, 2020 

Sharon McPherson, broken wrist 
Jan Oudbier, health concerns 
Mike & Cindy Schilling, Mike awaiting upcoming liver tests 
Terry, health concerns, sister of Cindy Schilling 
Sue Keys, more surgery needed on upper arm 
Trudie Frick, shoulder replacement surgery recovery and rehab 
Flora Gilbert, health concerns 
Philip Morey, sister, Dawn died 2 years ago, mother, Shirley, died Nov. 2019, father, Bill in last stages of 

liver cancer, neighbor of VanCourts 
Peggy Gonser, complications from surgery, sister-in-law of Flora Gilbert 
Michael Jordan, now stationed in Italy, grandson of Flora Gilbert 
Kaleb, recovery from brain tumor surgery, friend of Sharon VanCourt 
Carol Bohn, broken wrist, cousin of Meg Vogler 
Family of Yolanda Ruiz, Yolanda died Sept. 20, friend of Jon Vogler 
Sharon Davis & son, Ali, personal issues, friend of Jon Vogler 
Casey & Roy Crissey, health concerns friend of Jon Vogler 
Sandy V., metastasized cancer, friend of Jane Elsinga 
Yvonne Alhaddad, health concerns, mother of Frederick Isaac 

                                     Continuing Prayers, October 1, 2020 

Kathy Peters, stroke recovery, rehab at Masonic Home, Alma 
Adam LaPratt, son of Roger & Holly LaPratt  
Holly LaPratt, health concerns 
Carolyn Elliott, double bypass surgery recovery, partner of Jerry Rueckert 
Jackie Bishop, ongoing back pain 
Rick Morley, lung cancer, metastasized, cousin of Geri Jennings 
Rev. Dr. Jeff O’Neill, chemo treatment, retired pastor from First Presbyterian Church, Lansing 
Mallory, brain surgery recovery, friend of Grace & neighbor of VanCourt 
  

** 
SESSION    DEACONS   
Class of ‘20    Class of ‘20  Class of ‘21  Class of ‘22 
Doug Dykstra    Holly Brock  John Elsinga  Bonnie Reemsnyder 
Jane Elsinga    Jim Dexter  Jan Small 
Jane Thomas    Geri Jennings 
      Art Kelley 
C|ass of ‘21    Laurie Stirling 
Meredith Jackson   Jon Vogler 
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Birthdays 

Oct 1 Jane Thomas 

Oct 3 Jim Constandt 

Oct 4 Margaret Strange 

Oct 5 Jan Oudbier 

Oct 9 Bill Settle 

Oct 15 Sandy Akright 

Oct 16 Mark Bradley 

Oct 18 Grace Bishop 

Oct 20 Jim Dexter 

Oct 21 Kathy Peters 

Oct 23 Kelci Fech 

Oct 25 JoAnn Dexter 

Oct 29 Pat Baker 

Oct 30 Sue Settle 

Oct 31 Jeff Akright 



V OLU ME  1 9,  ISSU E 2  

   The Nominating Committee has begun its work, and will be calling on members to serve as elders and 
deacons.  Please pray for the committee and be open to God’s call to you. Include 
the following people in your prayers: week of October 4: Mark Bradley, David & Holly 
Brock, Georgia Brown, Bob & Jan Buchanan; week of October 11: Kerri Buchanan, 
Peggy Carlson, Jim Constandt, Ock DeRose, Jim & JoAnn Dexter; week of October 
18: Lisa Dingwell, Doug & Maureen Dykstra, Nancy Ellis, John & Jane Elsinga, Mark 
& Kelli Fech; week of October 25: Rhonda Fort, Joe & Trudie Frick, Kris Fry, Betty 
Gaffney, Flora Gilbert. 
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“Let Us Pray” 

Worship  

   As you have probably heard, the presbytery is strongly recommending we 
continue limiting our worship to on-line only through the end of the year. While 
we are disappointed, it is not a big surprise. The state still has a limit of 10 
people gathered inside for events. As schools and colleges have reopened, 
there is an increase in cases, especially in East Lansing.   

   We continue to work to strengthen our online presence, and we continue to seek your feedback. Plans 
are underway for Advent and Christmas.   

September/October Worship 

Sunday, October 4, 2020  Sunday, October 11, 2020  Sunday, October 18, 2020 
World Communion Day  Psalm 106:1-6    Matthew 22:15-22 
Psalm 19    Philippians 4:1-9   What Shall I Give? 
Philippians 3:4b-14   In This Way 
To Know Christ 
 
Sunday, October 25, 2020  Sunday, November 1, 2020  Sunday, November 8, 2020 
1 Thessalonians 2:1-8  All Saints Day    Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25 
Matthew 22:34-46   Revelation 7:9-17   Psalm 78:1-7 
Priorities    Psalm 34:1-10, 22   Choose This Day 
     For All the Saints 

Cause to Rejoice 

 Rejoice in the Lord always, again I will say, Rejoice!  Phil. 4:4 
God is always at work here, and there are always reasons to rejoice. 
   We rejoice in the children who are talking and exploring new ideas from the  
   Children’s Stories.   
   We rejoice in the participation in this year’s long-delayed annual meeting.   
   We rejoice in the work of all of those who contribute and give time to our online worship services. 
   We rejoice in your faithful financial support of Delta. 
  What gives you cause to rejoice? Email Wendy (wendy@deltapresby.org) or Ellen 
(office@deltapresby.org) and we’ll include it next time.   

Office Hours 

   To coordinate with the online sermons, we are changing our regular office hours to Tuesday, Wednes-
day, and Thursdays, 9:00 am-2:00 pm.  

mailto:wendy@deltapresby.org
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Have You Ever Wondered? 

   Have you ever wondered how we do our online worship? You have probably noticed that we are continu-
ing to modify (and hopefully, improve) it. We have begun to settle into a pattern with it, so I thought I’d 
share with you what is involved and how you can contribute to it. We begin planning over a month ahead 
of time. Wendy reads through the lectionary passages and chooses a theme. Wendy (with help from Ellen) 
chooses music to go with the theme. They also talk about themes for the children’s story. We list all the 
music we would like to have Fred and Mark do and send it out to them so they have plenty of time to work 
on it. We have purchased an add-on to our copyright licenses so we can now stream music that is still un-
der copyright. In the beginning, we could only legally use music that was old enough to be in public domain 
(copyright expired). Sometimes we have other people we would like to have provide music, so we invite 
them to participate. Fred and Mark record their music at home and send it to us. Savannah has recorded 
both at church and at home. Sue Settle and Mary Jo are planning to record with Fred at the Kelley’s home.   

   As soon as the themes are set and the music is chosen, Ellen begins to put together the Power Point for 
each week. She finds an image she likes for the theme, and then creates a background to go with it. She 
then begins to pull in all the music, providing slides with and without the music for Art to select from, and 
creating the title slide with all the appropriate copyright information.   

   We also select things for a lay leader to do, and then invite individuals to read Scripture or lead a prayer 
of confession. Some come into the church, some record at home. Sometimes we have them record more 
than one at a time.   

   On Monday, Wendy begins doing research on the Scripture passage. Tuesday, she begins to write the 
children’s story. This is a new experience for her as her practice has always been to engage the children in 
conversation; so there has been a learning curve to this. She finishes the rough draft and sends it to Ellen, 
who reads through it for clarity and begins to search for the images that go with it. Wendy also begins to 
write the sermon and prayers on Tuesday.   

   Wednesday morning Wendy does a final editing on the children’s story. Ellen finalizes the images and 
prints them out on 11” by 17” card stock and enlarges, divides, and prints out the story, which she then 
tapes on the back of the appropriate images. She reuses the card stock for a second week, removing the 
text and printing the new pictures on that side. Ellen sends the slide show for the entire service to Art, so 
he will have it to begin inserting videos.   

   On Wednesday we figure out the announcements and Wendy finalizes the prayers of the people. We do 
our recording in the sanctuary using Wendy’s phone and a special microphone we can attach to the phone 
(with an extra cable and an adaptor). For communion services, Ellen takes the liturgy Wendy writes and 
puts it on slides so that she can read it off the backscreen. Ellen advances the slides and handles the cam-
era (phone). We also project the things we ask the lay leader to read. Most of the recording is done from 
behind the communion table, though we put another table in front of the communion table for the children’s 
story. Each time we move between tables or a new reader joins us, Ellen adjusts the settings on the tripod 
Art Kelley provided us. We record the children’s story, prayers, announcements, benediction, and usually 
any readings that are done at the church on Wednesday, and save them all to google drive for Art to begin 
to edit. On Thursday morning, Wendy finalizes the sermon, and Ellen finalizes the slides. Wendy then rec-
ords the sermon over the slides, saving it to google drive. We usually receive new music from Fred on 
Wednesday evening or Thursday morning.   

   Thursday afternoon we are either working on the Ambassador or making plans for future services.   

   Art begins editing and putting the entire video together on Wednesday. He clips the videos to get rid of 
the empty time at the beginning and end. He puts some of the videos with the text, for a split screen. He 
adds the music to the slides, sometimes timing the music to the words, sometimes just showing all the lyr-
ics. He figures out transitions, corrects mistakes, and manages to make our amateur efforts look good. He 
spends a great deal of time on this, eventually finishing on Saturday. When he has posted the service to 
the website, he sends Wendy a link, which she shares on FaceBook and in an email to the congregation. 
Unfortunately, I can provide more information on what goes on in the office than the work Art does. 
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Volunteers Needed 

   We continue to seek out readers and people to do special music for worship. These can be recorded at 
home or at the church, whichever is more convenient for you. If you would be interested in learning more 
about the editing process, let Art know. It would be good to have someone to back him up and give him a 
break.   
   In November, we will need families to light the advent wreath. We will record all of these ahead of time at 
your convenience. We plan to have some decorations up for Advent and Christmas, so we are looking for 
a few people to come and decorate a Christmas tree (a smaller, easier tree to handle than the big one). 
We plan to put it up on a cart so it will be mobile. That means you can come in at your convenience to set it 
up. We will also need people to help with Christmas Eve. Spiritual Life Committee has begun working on 
plans for a drive through Christmas Eve service. The service will last for one hour, and we are planning on 
three stations along the driveway to the church. We will need people of all ages to stand (or sit) at each 
station dressed as shepherds, wise men, Mary, Joseph, animals, and angels. We are looking to borrow 
portable fire pits and possibly blue-tooth speakers. We will need people to set up that day, including lights 
in some of the trees, and also for clean up. Let us know in the office if you can help with any of the above. 

Mission News 

  We are collecting new winter coats (children sizes 4T to Teens) through November 1. You can bring 
them to the church and drop them off in the box inside near the office entrance. We will let them air out 
and then take them to Christian Services for Distribution. 
    The Marines are not doing Toys for Tots this year, and the personal needs closet at Westminster is not 
open right now. We are collecting gift cards from dollar stores that can be distributed to those who rely on 
the personal needs closet. We suggest $10 gift cards. Drop them off at the office and we will deliver them 
to North Westminster. 
   The office is open 9 am to 3 pm, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday. 

World Communion Sunday 
October 4, 2020 

   As I wrote this, I realized how much is involved in putting together the worship service. The good news is, 
we enjoy it (though we do get frustrated occasionally). We are learning new skills and enjoy finding ways to 
improve it each week. We make enough mistakes to learn new things, and we enjoy exploring new ways to 
worship and finding ways to improve it. It gets a little bit easier each week. We continue to seek out your 
feedback and suggestions as we work to continue to improve our service each week. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                       ________________________________ 

Let Us Know. When you have prayer requests, would like a visit, are going to be out of town, or have a change 
in your contact information, please email the office at office@deltapresby.org or call and leave a message on 
Wendy’s voicemail, ext. 103. 

Prayer Requests. You may call or email the office with your prayer requests. 

Ambassadors. Delta’s monthly newsletter, The Ambassador, is usually sent out at the beginning of each month, 
but during this unusual time, we will now be sending them out twice a month. If you are currently NOT receiving 
this newsletter by email and would like to, please let the office know and we will put you on the email list. 

Communication. We will be posting important updates on our website:  www.deltapresby.org and on our Face-
book page.  If you have not liked our Facebook page yet, please do so that you will be able to see the updates. If 
you are not currently receiving updates by email and would like to, please email office@deltapresby.org and let 
us know. If you no longer want to receive email and prefer to receive news and information via U.S. Mail, please 
call the office. If you need to leave a voice mail, leave it in Wendy’s voice mail (ext 103) as due to technical diffi-
culties, we can’t currently access the office voice mail.   

Contributions. Please mail or drop off your pledges to the church. Twice a month Jim Constandt and Fran John-
ston will come in to take care of them and get them deposited. 

Community Garden. The Community Garden looked great this summer! Thank you to all who helped keep the 
watering barrels full! 

Website Calendar. If you have events that need to go on the website calendar, please let Art Kelley know.   

 

The Ambassador 

Delta Presbyterian Church 
6100 W. Michigan Ave. 
Lansing MI  48917 
Phone:  517-321-3569 
E-mail:  office@deltapresby.org 
 
October 1, 2020 

CHURCH STAFF 
Pastor:  Wendy S. Pratt 
Admin. Asst.:  Ellen Jackson 
Clerk of Session:  Jane Elsinga 
Treasurer:  Joe Frick 
Co-Treasurer: Bill Stirling 
Financial Secretary: Fran Johnston 
Accompanist:  Frederick Isaac 
Adult Choir Dir.:  Mark McElwee 
Website Coordinator:  Art Kelley 
Kids Hope USA Program Dir.:  Roger & Jan Small 
Asst. Kids Hope USA Dir.:  Jane Thomas 

“We are ambassadors for Christ, God making 
His appeal through us.”  II Cor 5:20 . 

We’re on the Web! 
www.deltapresby.org 

Announcements 
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