
   Today, Ellen and I spent some time in the sanctu-
ary. We were looking at the Advent wreath and 
making plans for Christmas Eve. I know how to 
plan Christmas Eve worship. I’ve been doing it for 
35 years. This year, though, what I’ve known 
doesn’t work. This year, things are different. There 
are so many things that are different this year, and 
we’re having to find new ways of doing old things.   
   I have learned a great deal about things I never 
thought I needed to know. I’ve learned new ways of 
doing things I thought I knew how to do. I’ve lived with the restrictions of Covid-
19 for much longer than I ever thought would be necessary. So here I am in 
October, thinking about new ways to celebrate Christmas Eve. As I consider 
new ways to do these old things, it makes me pause to reconsider what it is that 
is really important about various events. As I pause to reconsider, I often redis-
cover something that had gotten lost among the traditions. Instead of focusing 
on what I’ve lost, I’m able to move forward with a deeper understanding of what 
it means. I hope that the adjustments you make to your holiday plans will help 
you to discover the underlying meaning. May that be your focus as we move 
towards the holidays. 

Words From Wendy 
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Book Study 

   The book White Fragility raises a number of different issues 
and helps us to see our society from a new perspective. On 
Wednesday, October 21, we will be discussing chapters 4 & 5. 
If you would like to join the discussion, email Wendy at wen-
dy@deltapresby.org and she will invite you to the zoom meet-
ing, which is at 2:00 Wednesday afternoons. 

Drive-Through Christmas Eve 

Online Christmas Eve Service 

   We are looking for people of all ages to stand in 
our scenes for the drive thru service, which will 
be 7:00-8:00 p.m. We are still looking for outdoor 
fireplaces we can borrow, and also would like to 
have a few canopies we can put up in case of 
rain or snow. We will need people to help set up, 
and could use some technical expertise with 
sound and lighting. Contact Wendy or Ellen.   

   We will be looking for people to read Scripture, sing 
carols, and will ask our children to come and move the 
figures in the nativity scene. We also invite everyone to 
come in and light a candle for Silent Night. We will let 
you know in the next mini-Ambassador when you can do 
this. We will ask you to wear a mask, and will have hand 
sanitizer for you to use. We also will be cleaning the door 
frequently. We will start recording in early November, 
and welcome volunteers. 
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Prayer Care, October 15, 2020 

Ock DeRose, moved to MediLodge East (eventually will move to MediLodge West) 
Jane Meddaugh, recovery from hip replacement surgery Oct. 12 
Debbie (Zaikowski) Jones, health concerns, daughter of Vicki Zaikowski  
Sharon McPherson, broken wrist 
Jan Oudbier, health concerns 
Mike & Cindy Schilling, Mike awaiting upcoming liver tests 
Terry, health concerns, sister of Cindy Schilling 
Sue Keys, more surgery needed on upper arm 
Flora Gilbert, health concerns 
Philip Morey, sister, Dawn died 2 years ago, mother, Shirley, died Nov. 2019, father, Bill in last stages of liver cancer, 

neighbor of VanCourts 
Family of Peggy Gonser, Peggy died Sept. 21, sister-in-law of Flora Gilbert 
Michael Jordan, now stationed in Italy, grandson of Flora Gilbert 
Kaleb, recovery from brain tumor surgery, friend of Sharon VanCourt 
Carol Bohn, broken wrist, cousin of Meg Vogler 
Sharon Davis & son, Ali, personal issues, friend of Jon Vogler 
Casey & Roy Crissey, health concerns friend of Jon Vogler 
Sandy V., metastasized cancer, friend of Jane Elsinga 
Yvonne Alhaddad, health concerns, mother of Frederick Isaac 

                                     Continuing Prayers, October 15, 2020 

Kathy Peters, stroke recovery, rehab at Masonic Home, Alma 
Adam LaPratt, son of Roger & Holly LaPratt  
Holly LaPratt, health concerns 
Carolyn Elliott, double bypass surgery recovery, partner of Jerry Rueckert 
Jackie Bishop, ongoing back pain 
Rick Morley, lung cancer, metastasized, cousin of Geri Jennings 
Rev. Dr. Jeff O’Neill, chemo treatment, retired pastor from First Presbyterian Church, Lansing 
Mallory, brain surgery recovery, friend of Grace & neighbor of VanCourt 
  

** 
SESSION    DEACONS   
Class of ‘20    Class of ‘20  Class of ‘21  Class of ‘22 
Doug Dykstra    Holly Brock  John Elsinga  Bonnie Reemsnyder 
Jane Elsinga    Jim Dexter  Jan Small 
Jane Thomas    Geri Jennings 
      Art Kelley 
C|ass of ‘21    Laurie Stirling 
Meredith Jackson   Jon Vogler 
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Prayer Care & Continuing Prayer-October 15, 2020 

T HE A MB ASS A DOR  

Birthdays 

Oct 15 Sandy Akright 

Oct 16 Mark Bradley 

Oct 18 Grace Bishop 

Oct 20 Jim Dexter 

Oct 21 Kathy Peters 

Oct 23 Kelci Fech 

Oct 25 JoAnn Dexter 

Oct 29 Pat Baker 

Oct 30 Sue Settle 

Oct 31 Jeff Akright 

Nov 1 Betty Karelse 
 Kris Fry 

Nov 8 Gary Reemsnyder 

Nov 10 Mary Meier 
 Ron Meddaugh 

Nov 13 Ethan Woloszyn 

Nov 15 Mark McElwee 

Nov 23 Chuck Wilbur 

Nov 30 Jane Elsinga 



V OLU ME  1 9,  ISSU E 2  

   Pray for the upcoming election and for the individuals who will be elected.  Pray for healing 
in our country, that we might look beyond our divisions to find common ground.   
   Include the following individuals and families in your prayers: week of October 11: Kerri Bu-
chanan, Peggy Carlson, Jim Constandt, Ock DeRose, Jim & JoAnn Dexter; week of October 
18: Lisa Dingwell, Doug & Maureen Dykstra, Nancy Ellis, John & Jane Elsinga, Mark & Kelli 
Fech; week of October 25: Rhonda Fort, Joe & Trudie Frick, Kris Fry, Betty Gaffney, Flora 
Gilbert. 
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“Let Us Pray” 

Worship  

   On November 1 we will be dedicating our financial commitments for the com-
ing year.   
   For Advent, we will be looking for people to light the advent wreath and chil-
dren to come in and help set up the nativity scene. We will begin recording these 
in early November, so please let us know if you are willing to do something 
(wendy@deltapresby.org or office@deltapresby.org).  

October/November Worship 

Sunday, October 18, 2020  Sunday, October 25, 2020  Sunday, November 1, 2020 
Matthew 22:15-22   1 Thessalonians 2:1-8   All Saints Day 
What Shall I Give?   Matthew 22:34-46   Revelation 7:9-17 
     Priorities    Psalm 34:1-10, 22   
          For All the Saints 

Sunday, November 8, 2020  Sunday, November 15, 2020  Sunday, November 22, 2020 
Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25   1 Thessalonians 5:1-11   Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 
Psalm 78:1-7    Matthew 25:14-30   Matthew 25:31-46 
Choose This Day   Children of the Light   Of Sheep and Goats 

Cause to Rejoice 

 Rejoice in the Lord always, again I will say, Rejoice!  Phil. 4:4 
God is good. All the time. All the time. God is good. 
   Confident in the knowledge that God always wins, we have reason to rejoice even 
in the midst of a pandemic. 
   We rejoice in the group that is discussing White Fragility on Wednesday after-
noons. 
   We rejoice in the lunch that Delta Retirement Center brought all of us in the office for Clergy Appreciation Month. 
   We rejoice that the election is almost over.   
   We rejoice that no one in our congregation has been infected with Covid-19.   
   We rejoice in the plans we are making for Advent and Christmas. 
   We rejoice in the continuing work of our leaders to keep things going and plan for the future.  
      What gives you cause to rejoice? Email Wendy (wendy@deltapresby.org) or Ellen (office@deltapresby.org) and 
we’ll include it next time.   

Mission 

  We are collecting new winter coats (children sizes 4T to Teens) through November 1. You can bring them to the 
church and drop them off in the box inside near the office entrance. We will let them air out and then take them to 
Christian Services for Distribution. 
    The Marines are not doing Toys for Tots this year, and the personal needs closet at Westminster is not open right 
now. We are collecting gift cards from dollar stores that can be distributed to those who rely on the personal needs 
closet. We suggest $10 gift cards. Drop them off at the office and we will deliver them to North Westminster. 
   The office is open 9 am to 3 pm, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday. 
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Let Us Know. When you have prayer requests, would like a visit, are going to be out of town, or have a change 
in your contact information, please email the office at office@deltapresby.org or call and leave a message on 
Wendy’s voicemail, ext. 103. 

Prayer Requests. You may call or email the office with your prayer requests. 

Ambassadors. Delta’s monthly newsletter, The Ambassador, is usually sent out at the beginning of each month, 
but during this unusual time, we will now be sending them out twice a month. If you are currently NOT receiving 
this newsletter by email and would like to, please let the office know and we will put you on the email list. 

Communication. We will be posting important updates on our website:  www.deltapresby.org and on our Face-
book page.  If you have not liked our Facebook page yet, please do so that you will be able to see the updates. If 
you are not currently receiving updates by email and would like to, please email office@deltapresby.org and let 
us know. If you no longer want to receive email and prefer to receive news and information via U.S. Mail, please 
call the office. If you need to leave a voice mail, leave it in Wendy’s voice mail (ext 103) as due to technical diffi-
culties, we can’t currently access the office voice mail.   

Contributions. Please mail or drop off your pledges to the church. Twice a month Jim Constandt and Fran John-
ston will come in to take care of them and get them deposited. 

Community Garden. The Community Garden looked great this summer! Thank you to all who helped keep the 
watering barrels full! 

Website Calendar. If you have events that need to go on the website calendar, please let Art Kelley know.   

Office Hours. To coordinate with the online sermons, we are changing our regular office hours to Tuesday, 
Wednesday, and Thursdays, 9:00 am-2:00 pm.  

The Ambassador 

Delta Presbyterian Church 
6100 W. Michigan Ave. 
Lansing MI  48917 
Phone:  517-321-3569 
E-mail:  office@deltapresby.org 
 
October 15, 2020 

CHURCH STAFF 
Pastor:  Wendy S. Pratt 
Admin. Asst.:  Ellen Jackson 
Clerk of Session:  Jane Elsinga 
Treasurer:  Joe Frick 
Co-Treasurer: Bill Stirling 
Financial Secretary: Fran Johnston 
Accompanist:  Frederick Isaac 
Adult Choir Dir.:  Mark McElwee 
Website Coordinator:  Art Kelley 
Kids Hope USA Program Dir.:  Roger & Jan Small 
Asst. Kids Hope USA Dir.:  Jane Thomas 

“We are ambassadors for Christ, God making 
His appeal through us.”  II Cor 5:20 . 

We’re on the Web! 
www.deltapresby.org 

Announcements 
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