
   One of the speakers at the recent festival of homiletics spoke of how the pandemic is 
making visible some of our society’s biggest challenges. The speaker went on to say that 
this is an opportunity to observe and address those challenges.   

   Let me make it very clear that nothing justifies the rioting and destruction of property 
we are seeing in Minneapolis right now. However, we must make sure that the initial 
wrong isn’t forgotten or excused because of the very wrong reaction that followed.   

   George Floyd died after a police officer restrained him by kneeling on his neck and 
ignored his pleas that he couldn’t breathe. We don’t know the entire story yet, and what 
led up to the confrontation. I understand the fear that grips the African-American commu-
nity. I talked to Lena, and she gave me permission to share this story. 

   Several years ago I pulled out of a parking space and clipped the car next to me. I 
called the police to do a report, and a very nice officer arrived. It was embarrassing, to 
say the least, that after all these years of driving I’d make such a rookie mistake.   

   After I gave the officer my information, he turned to Lena and asked to see her ID. She 
went ballistic, and started yelling about how he had no right to see it, and she wasn’t go-
ing to show it to him. Her reaction was shocking and all out of proportion. I knew, howev-
er, what was going on. I immediately turned to her and said, “Stop it! This is not your 
birth father! You are safe. Cooperate with the officer.” She took a deep breath, and I 
could see her struggling to control her emo-
tions. She then turned to the officer and said, 
very politely, “Sir, why do you need to see my 
ID?” He told her it was because she was a 
passenger in the car when it happened. She 
then pulled out her state ID and handed it to 
him. She was fine.   

   My concern about the damage to my new 
car was gone as I began to think about a far bigger issue. What if I hadn’t been there? 
Lena has severe PTSD, and one of her triggers is men in uniform. Her birth father would 
come home and beat the kids while wearing his correction officer uniform. I was there, 
knew why she was responding in such an irrational way, and was able to pull her back 
into the current reality. What if I hadn’t been there? What if she had an encounter with a 
police officer when I wasn’t there? What if the police officer hadn’t been sitting in his 
squad car and she charged him? Could my daughter be in danger from a police officer 
who felt threatened by her in some way?   

   My fear is nothing compared to the fear in the African American community. I was in a 
conversation about race in a relatively rural area with some colleagues, one of whom is 
African American. We were discussing the most recent police shooting when suddenly 
one of my colleagues turned to our friend and said, “Do you feel safe here?” He hesitat-
ed, and then went through all the things that he does to make sure he comes across as 
non-threatening. He has to think of things the rest of us never consider.  

   It has been too easy to treat all of these as isolated instances, but the fear is not. The 
fear is real. My concern for my daughter is minor compared to what others feel daily.   

   Years ago, as a pastor in Gary, I spoke out about the importance of seeing African-
Americans in leadership. A reporter called me for a follow-up story, and identified me as 
African-American. The newspaper was inundated with angry phone calls. The story was 
reassigned to an African-American reporter, who called for another follow-up, and started 
with clumsy apologies. I wasn’t angry about being misidentified; I was sad. I was sad that 
for the white reporter who first called me, he couldn’t imagine someone who was white 
being concerned about seeing African Americans in leadership.   

   For too long, we have been silent. I see some signs of hope, the people protesting in-
clude a large number of white people. The white woman who called the police and 
claimed that the African American man who asked her to follow the rules and put her dog 
on a leash was threatening her, was fired. She was held to account for her false accusa-
tions. The message was sent that it wasn’t acceptable.  

   We are celebrating Pentecost right now. We are celebrating that through the Holy Spirit 
we are united across the barriers of language and race. With those connections come a 
recognition that until there is justice for all, there isn’t justice. We need to be willing to 
speak up, and we need to consider the issue when we cast our ballots. The pandemic 
gives us an opportunity to reflect on the state of our society, to see the problems with the 
old normal. Let’s work together to create a new normal that enables all people, regard-
less of color, to live without fear of law enforcement.  

Words from Wendy 
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Prayer Care, May 29, 2020 

Family of Don Wheatley, Don died May 23, former Delta member 
Family of Ernest Fata, Ernest died May 23, father of Annette (Dennis) Knapp 
Bayla Marie Frick, born May 21, daughter of David Frick & Haley Sample, sister of Griffin, and granddaughter of Joe & 

Trudie Frick 
Ray & Celia Gannan, heart problems, friends of Elizabeth Nichols 
Joe Groth, colon surgery recovery, friend of Vogler’s 
Bob Potter, recovery from bicycle fall, former Delta member 
Tammy & Dave Huston, family concerns, daughter & son-in-law of Larry & Janet Johnston 
Casey & Roy Crissey, health concerns friend of Jon Vogler 
Sandy V., metastasized cancer, friend of Jane Elsinga 
Frank Burke, in hospice care, friend of Fran Johnston 
Yvonne Alhaddad, health concerns, mother of Frederick Isaac 

                                         Continuing Prayers, May 29, 2020 

Kathy Peters, stroke recovery, rehab at Masonic Home, Alma 
Amy Simmons, serious health concerns, niece of Laurie & Bill Stirling 
Adam LaPratt, son of Roger & Holly LaPratt  
Holly LaPratt, surgery recovery  
Carolyn Elliott, double bypass surgery recovery, partner of Jerry Rueckert 
Jackie Bishop, ongoing back pain 
Sue Mitchell, lung cancer, metastasized, cousin of Geri Jennings 
Rick Morley, lung cancer, metastasized, cousin of Geri Jennings 
Rev. Dr. Jeff O’Neill, chemo treatment, retired pastor from First Presbyterian Church, Lansing 
Mallory, brain surgery recovery, friend of Grace & neighbor of VanCourts 

** 
New Addresses: 

Kathy Peters      Julianne Hebert 
Masonic Pathways-Rehabilitation Center   2001 W. Mount Hope, Apt 304 
1200 Wright Rd., #111 North    Lansing, MI  48910 
Alma, MI  48801 

   Please pray for the safety of those who are returning to work and beginning to travel. 
Pray for those who continue to struggle with the aftereffects of Covid-19. Pray for our lead-
ers, as they seek to balance health and the economy. Please include the following people 
in your prayers: week of June 7: Doug & Maureen Dykstra; Kyle, Sarah, Colleen, Jillian, & 
Ben Dymond; Nancy Ellis; week of June 14: John & Jane Elsinga, Mark & Kelli Fech, Rhon-
da Fort, Joe & Trudie Frick; week of June 21: Kris Fry, Betty Gaffney, Flora Gilbert, 
Julianne Hebert; week of June 28: Don & Helen Hagan, Fred Isaac, Frank & Ellen Jackson, 
Meredith Jackson. 
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Prayer Care & Continuing Prayer-May 29, 2020 

“Let Us Pray” 

T HE A MB ASS A DOR  

   During this time, when there are no services, the office will be open Tuesdays 
and Fridays, 9:00 am-2:00 pm.  

Office Hours 



V OLU ME  1 9,  ISSU E 2  

   Would you be interested in doing a Bible or book study via zoom? Are there specific topics you would like to discuss? 
Email or call Wendy if you are interested or have suggestions: wendy@deltapresby.org  
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Bible Study 

Birthdays 

Worship  

   For the foreseeable future, we are going to be worshipping online. We have begun conversations about what worship will 
look like when we can be together again, but have not made any concrete plans. The presbytery will probably be lengthen-
ing their recommendation, which currently tells us to wait until at least July. Our priority is the safety of the congregation, 
and the majority of us are in a high-risk group. 
   We are going to continue to add elements to our Sunday reflections to make them more like a regular service. We have 
purchased copyright licenses that will allow us to use newer hymns that are not public domain as we add more music to our 
service.    
   We continue to seek your thoughts and suggestions on what we are doing and ways we can improve it.   

Wednesday, June 3, 2020   
John 7:37-39 
From the Heart 

Sunday, June 7, 2020 
Genesis 1:26-2:4a  
Dominion 

Sunday, June 14, 2020 
Matthew 9:35-10:8 
Compassion 

Cause to Rejoice 

Rejoice in the Lord always, again I will say, Rejoice!  Phil. 4:4 

   In the midst of the uncertainty and upheaval of this time, it can seem like a challenge to find 
reasons to rejoice. God is still at work, and we can continue to rejoice in the ways God is at 
work in, through, and around us.   

   We rejoice in the falling number of new Covid-19 cases here in Michigan.   
   We rejoice that things are beginning to reopen in Michigan. 
   We rejoice in the birth of Bayla Marie Frick on May 21, granddaughter of Joe and Trudie Frick and daughter of David 
Frick and Haley Sample. She was welcomed home by big brother Griffin.   
   We rejoice in your continued financial support of Delta. 
   We rejoice in the technology that keeps us connected and enables us to worship together.  

   What gives you cause to rejoice?  
   Email Wendy (wendy@deltapresby.org) or Ellen (office@deltapresby.org) and we’ll include it next time.   

Jun 3 Helen Hogan 

Jun 9 Sharon McPherson 

Jun 10 Lisa Dingwell 

Jun 13 Marianne Oren 

Jun 15 Ralph Swan 

Jun 29 David Brock 

Jun 30 Jon Vogler 

Jul 1 Colleen Dymond 

Jul 2 Chuck Jennings 

Jul 8 Mark Fech 

Jul 9 Susan Swan 

Jul 14 Mike Schilling 

Jul 15 Tyler Shelton 

Jul 20 Cory McElwee 

Jul 22 Dan Woloszyn 

Jul 27 Betty Gaffney 
 Laurie Stirling 
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Let Us Know. When you have prayer requests, would like a visit, are going to be out of town, or have a change in your 
contact information, please email the office at office@deltapresby.org or call and leave a message on Wendy’s voicemail, 
ext. 103. 

Prayer Requests. You may call or email the office with your prayer requests. 

Weekly Reminders. Delta sends out bi-weekly email reminders of upcoming worship services and other events. If you 
are not currently receiving these emails and would like to, please contact the church office at office@deltapresby.org 
and we will add you to the list.  

Ambassadors. Delta’s monthly newsletter, The Ambassador, is usually sent out at the beginning of each month, but dur-
ing this unusual time, we will be sending an Ambassador every two weeks. If you are currently NOT receiving this news-
letter by email and would like to, please let the office know and we will put you on the email list. 

Communication. We will be posting important updates on our website:  www.deltapresby.org and on our Facebook page.  
If you have not liked our Facebook page yet, please do so that you will be able to see the updates. If you are not currently 
receiving updates by email and would like to, please email office@deltapresby.org and let us know. If you no longer want 
to receive email and prefer to receive news and information via U.S. Mail, please call the office. If you need to leave a 
voice mail, leave it in Wendy’s voice mail (ext 103) as due to technical difficulties, we can’t currently access the office 
voice mail.   

Contributions. Please mail or drop off your pledges to the church. When we have received a number of checks, Jim Con-
standt and Fran Johnston will come in to take care of them and get them deposited. 

Community Garden.    The Community Garden is ready to start! Doug is looking for volunteers to help keep the garden 
water barrels full this summer. Please email him if you can help. There are a few spots still available, so if you are inter-
ested, please email the church office or Doug Dykstra at dougdykstra@comcast.net  Thank you. 

Pentecost Pictures. Thank you to all the people who sent in hand-colored Pentecost pictures: Callum, Savannah, & Jes-
sica Wright, Sue Keys, Maureen Dykstra, Meredith Jackson, Lena Pratt, and Ellen Jackson. We are featuring their pic-
tures during Frederick Isaac’s playing of “Ev’ry Time I Feel the Spirit” during worship for Sunday, May 31. 

The Ambassador 

Delta Presbyterian Church 
6100 W. Michigan Ave. 
Lansing MI  48917 
Phone:  517-321-3569 
E-mail:  office@deltapresby.org 
 
MAY 29, 2020 

CHURCH STAFF 
Pastor:  Wendy S. Pratt 
Admin. Asst.:  Ellen Jackson 
Clerk of Session:  Jane Elsinga 
Treasurer:  Joe Frick 
Co-Treasurer: Bill Stirling 
Financial Secretary: Fran Johnston 
Accompanist:  Frederick Isaac 
Adult Choir Dir.:  Mark McElwee 
Handbell Choir Dir.:  Sarah Dymond 
Website Coordinator:  Art Kelley 
Kids Hope USA Program Dir.:  Roger & Jan Small 
Asst. Kids Hope USA Dir.:  Jane Thomas 

“We are ambassadors for Christ, God making 
His appeal through us.”  II Cor 5:20 . 

We’re on the Web! 
www.deltapresby.org 

Announcements 
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