
   Recently, one of you asked me if the congregation was going to survive this time 
of being apart. I am sure there are others with the same question. I am confident we 
will survive, and I believe we can turn this time into an opportunity. In a discussion 
with colleagues this week, we talked about when we come out of this time, we will be 
coming into a new normal. The way we do church is in the process of changing. This 
is an opportunity to experiment with new ways to be the church. We all agreed that 
virtual worship will continue following this confinement.   
   I can see the strength of this congregation through our time apart. I see that 
strength in the ways you reach out to one another. I see that strength in your ongo-
ing financial support of the church. I see that strength in the number of people who 
are taking advantage of our online reflections. I see that strength in the willingness of 
people to spend time in zoom meetings reflecting on what we are doing now, and 
planning for the future. Together we are learning new ways to be the church, and I 
am thrilled with your willingness to continue to explore new ways.   
   Here are some things you can do to help us grow stronger during this time: 

• Our goal is to have a survey in your hands by the end of June. Please take 
time to respond to it when you receive it. 

• Please pray for the congregation and our leaders. 

• Continue to reach out to one another, keeping connected and offering support 
to those who are struggling. 

• If the Wednesday or Sunday reflec-
tions speak to you, please share 
them with a friend.   

• If you have ideas or suggestions, 
please let us know. We do not have 
all the answers and are seeking 
new ideas.   

   I see this time as an opportunity. Yes, it is challenging, and it is also exciting. In 
our personal lives, we are being given an opportunity to reconsider the priorities for 
our lives. We will have the opportunity to create a new normal for the future. 

Words from Wendy 

Cause to Rejoice 

Rejoice in the Lord always, again I will say, Rejoice!  Phil. 4:4 

    In the midst of the uncertainty and upheaval of this time, it can seem like a chal-
lenge to find reasons to rejoice. God is still at work, and we can continue to rejoice in 
the ways God is at work in and through us.   

   We rejoice in the birth of Margaret Strange’s 3rd great grandchild, a girl named 
Elizabeth Lee, who is called Ellee.   
   We rejoice in the flattening of the curve here in Michigan, and the gradual reopen-
ing of the economy. 
   We rejoice in the willingness of our leaders to learn new technology. The Strategic 
Planning Team, Session, and Spiritual Life Committee have all met by using zoom.   

From Meredith Jackson, Elder: 
   We rejoice that Jan and Larry Johnston’s granddaughter, Katie, is graduating from 
high school and headed to nursing school in the fall.   

Fran Johnston, our Financial Secretary, shared two Causes to Rejoice: 
   We rejoice in the face masks Bonnie Reemsnyder is making. She has provided 
them to several members, refusing pay and telling them to make a donation to the 
church. They have done so. 
   We rejoice that the congregation has continued to mail in or drop off their dona-
tions to the church. Your diligence has allowed the church 
to continue to be financially sound even through this pan-
demic time.  A BIG thank you to everyone! 

   Thank you, Meredith and Fran!   What gives you cause 
to rejoice?  
  Email Wendy (wendy@deltapresby.org) or  
Ellen (office@deltapresby.org) and we’ll include it next 
time.   T
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Prayer Care, May 17, 2020 

Elizabeth Lee, new great granddaughter of Margaret Strange 
Ember Ahava Llorens Small, new granddaughter of Roger & Jan Small 
Dave Hafey, covid19, then double pneumonia, recovery at home, friend of Dymond’s 
Joe Groth, colon surgery recovery, friend of Vogler’s 
Bob Potter, recovery from bicycle fall, former Delta member 
Joshua VanCourt, health concerns, grandson of Jack & Sharon VanCourt 
Vicki Kimmel, health concerns, former member 
Tammy & Dave Huston, family concerns, daughter & son-in-law of Larry & Janet Johnston 
Casey & Roy Crissey, health concerns friend of Jon Vogler 
Sandy V., metastasized cancer, friend of Jane Elsinga 
Frank Burke, in hospice care, friend of Fran Johnston 
Yvonne Alhaddad, health concerns, mother of Frederick Isaac 

                                         Continuing Prayers, May 17, 2020 

Kathy Peters, stroke recovery, rehab at Masonic Home, Alma 
Amy Simmons, serious health concerns, niece of Laurie & Bill Stirling 
Adam LaPratt, son of Roger & Holly LaPratt  
Holly LaPratt, surgery recovery  
Carolyn Elliott, double bypass surgery recovery, partner of Jerry Rueckert 
Jackie Bishop, ongoing back pain 
Sue Mitchell, lung cancer, metastasized, cousin of Geri Jennings 
Rick Morley, lung cancer, metastasized, cousin of Geri Jennings 
Rev. Dr. Jeff O’Neill, chemo treatment, retired pastor from First Presbyterian Church, Lansing 
Mallory, brain surgery recovery, friend of Grace & neighbor of VanCourts 

** 

Cards may be sent to Kathy Peters at: Kathy Peters, c/o Mike Peters, 980 W. Buchanan Rd., Ithaca, MI  48847 

   Please continue to pray for our leaders, who have the difficult challenge of balancing 
health needs with economic needs. Pray for the safety of those who are returning to work in 
manufacturing. Pray for the hot spots around the country, where the number of cases con-
tinue to go up. Pray for essential workers. Pray for the leaders of Delta, that we would hear 
God’s call to us and have the faith to follow it. Also include the following individuals in your 
prayers: week of March 17: Steve, Jackie, Jillien, Briahna, Grace, Jackson, & Eli Bishop; 
Julie Boedeker, Mark Bradley; week of March 24: David & Holly Brock, Georgia Brown, Bob 
& Jan Buchanan, Kerri Buchanan; week of March 31: Peggy Carlson, Jim Constandt, Ock 
DeRose, Jim & JoAnn Dexter, Lisa Dingwell. 
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Prayer Care & Continuing Prayer-May 17, 2020 

“Let Us Pray” 

T HE A MB ASS A DOR  

May 1 Meg Vogler 

May 7 Jan Small 

May 9 Paul Seppala 

May 13 Gail Cone 
 Trudie Frick 

May 19 Bob Buchanan 

May 21 Rhonda Fort 

May 22 Briahna Bishop 

May 26 Ben Dymond 

May 27 Jerry Rueckert 
 Larry Johnston 

Jun 3 Helen Hogan 

Jun 9 Sharon McPherson 

Jun 10 Lisa Dingwell 

Jun 13 Marianne Oren 

Jun 15 Ralph Swan 

Jun 29 David Brock 

Jun 30 Jon Vogler 

Birthdays 



V OLU ME  1 9,  ISSU E 2  

   For our Session meeting on May 13, Jane Elsinga shared these thoughts for our opening devotions. I asked her to 
send them to me to share with you. 

   “For I know the plans I have for you”, declares the Lord, “plans to prosper and not to harm you, plans to give you hope 
and a future.”   Jeremiah 29:11 (NIV) 
   There are so many passages, articles, even books written on “hope”, but I picked just these few words for our devotions 
today to illustrate the tie between disaster, hope and what we can make of it all going forward. 
   From Rebecca Solnit (from an article in The Guardian): On living in dark times, “Hope is an embrace of the unknown”. 
She goes on to say, “We may be living through times of unprecedented change, but in uncertainty lies the power to influ-
ence the future. Now is not the time to despair, but to act”. 
   From:  Rabbi Shlomo Bregman: “There is a spiritual truth that periods of hardship afford the opportunity to attain out-
sized and disproportionate personal growth, more than during the good times. Although it may seem right now that God 
has placed us in the dark, the challenges we are facing individually and globally are His way of revealing to us unparal-
leled opportunities for growth, giving and achieving closeness to Him”. 
   From Fr. Richard Hendrick OFM (National Day of Prayer): “Yes, there is fear, isolation…sickness, even death. But they 
say in Wuhan, after so many years of noise, you can hear the birds again. They say that after a few weeks of quiet, the 
sky…is blue and grey and clear. In Assisi, people are singing …across empty squares with windows open so that those 
who are alone can hear... In Ireland, a hotel is offering free meals and 
delivery to the house-bound. All over the world people are slowing 
down and reflecting and are looking at their neighbors in a new way. 
All over the world people are waking up to a new reality, to how big 
we are, to how little control we have, to what really matters. So, we 
pray, and we remember that yes, there is fear, but there does not 
have to be hate. Yes, there is isolation but there does not have to be 
loneliness. Yes, there is panic buying, but there does not have to be 
meanness. Yes, there is sickness, but there does not have to be dis-
ease of the soul. Yes, there is even death, but there can always be a 
rebirth of love. May we wake to the choices we make as to how to 
live now. May we breathe, listen…behind the noises of our panic. 
Birds are singing again, skies are clearing, Spring is here, and we are 
always encompassed by love. Help us to open the windows of our 
souls…and though we may not be able to touch across the empty 
square, sing”.    

   During this time, when there are no services, the office will be open Tuesdays 
and Fridays, 9:00 am-2:00 pm.  
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On Hope 

Office Hours 

Worship Adjustments 

   We are going to continue to add elements to our Sunday reflections to make them more like a regular service. We are 
going to celebrate communion on Pentecost, which is Sunday, May 31. At this point the plan is to offer it in two different 
ways, as part of the Sunday reflections we have been doing, and as a live experience in zoom on Sunday morning. We will 
provide you with more information as it gets closer. We invite you to participate from home using whatever you have, bread, 
crackers, cookies, grape or other juice, or the beverage of your choice, just something you can eat and drink as we remem-
ber Christ’s great love for us and the gift of community we have in the church through the power of the Holy Spirit.   
   Wednesday reflections will be every other week and will be simpler and shorter than what we put together for Sunday. We 
will be alternating the Wednesday reflections with the mini Ambassador, which also goes out every other week. This week 
you are receiving the mini-Ambassador, next week we will post Wednesday Reflections.  
   We continue to seek your thoughts and suggestions on what we are doing and ways we can improve it.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                       ________________________________ 

Let Us Know. When you have prayer requests, would like a visit, are going to be out of town, or have a change in your 
contact information, please email the office at office@deltapresby.org or call and leave a message on Wendy’s voicemail, 
ext. 103. 

Prayer Requests may be made using several methods. You may call or email the office, send an email prayer request 
(look on back page of these announcements for details), or you may fill out a pink slip that is available at the Commitment 
Center and turn it in at either the sound desk or the church office. 

Weekly Reminders. Delta sends out weekly email reminders of upcoming worship services and other events. If you are 
not currently receiving these emails and would like to, please contact the church office at office@deltapresby.org and 
we will add you to the list.  

Ambassadors. Delta’s monthly newsletter, The Ambassador, is usually sent out at the beginning of each month, but dur-
ing this unusual time, we will be sending an Ambassador every two weeks. If you are currently NOT receiving this news-
letter by email and would like to, please let the office know and we will put you on the email list. 

Per Capita. Each year we pay per capita, an amount determined by the number of members we have, that is distributed 
to the Presbytery, Synod, and General Assembly. This year’s per capita is $35.20. We ask that you consider supporting 
the church by giving the amount of your per capita to the church. The amount that Delta owes that is not provided for by 
our members is taken out of the budget each year. 

Communication. We will be posting important updates on our website:  www.deltapresby.org and on our Facebook page. 
We will also be sending regular emails. If you have not liked our Facebook page yet, please do so that you will be able to 
see the updates. If you are not currently receiving updates by email and would like to, please email  
office@deltapresby.org and let us know. If you no longer want to receive email and prefer to receive news and information 
via U.S. Mail, please call the office. If you need to leave a voice mail, leave it in Wendy’s voice mail (ext 103) as due to 
technical difficulties, we can’t currently access the office voice mail.   

Advent House.  We will not be making sandwiches for Advent House until further notice. 

Contributions. Please mail or drop off your pledges to the church. When we have received a number of checks, Jim Con-
standt and Fran Johnston will come in to take care of them and get them deposited. 

The Ambassador 

Delta Presbyterian Church 
6100 W. Michigan Ave. 
Lansing MI  48917 
Phone:  517-321-3569 
E-mail:  office@deltapresby.org 
 
MAY 17, 2020 

CHURCH STAFF 
Pastor:  Wendy S. Pratt 
Admin. Asst.:  Ellen Jackson 
Clerk of Session:  Jane Elsinga 
Treasurer:  Joe Frick 
Co-Treasurer: Bill Stirling 
Financial Secretary: Fran Johnston 
Accompanist:  Frederick Isaac 
Adult Choir Dir.:  Mark McElwee 
Handbell Choir Dir.:  Sarah Dymond 
Website Coordinator:  Art Kelley 
Kids Hope USA Program Dir.:  Roger & Jan Small 
Asst. Kids Hope USA Dir.:  Jane Thomas 

“We are ambassadors for Christ, God making 
His appeal through us.”  II Cor 5:20 . 

We’re on the Web! 
www.deltapresby.org 
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