
   Lena’s first words to me this morning were, “It’s December already!” It is, and in 
some ways it seems like this year has crawled by, and in other ways it seems to have 
sped along. We haven’t had many of the usual things that serve to mark our journey 
through the seasons, like family gatherings, parades, and fireworks. Now, as we finish 
November and begin December, we have just had the month with the biggest increase 
in Covid-19 cases. In the midst of that bad news, we have the hope of vaccines on the 
horizon. We still are avoiding crowds and wearing facemasks. We still are not worship-
ing together in our sanctuary.   
   We are, however, getting better at dealing with the technology that helps us stay con-
nected. We are discovering how to be alone. We are figuring out how to keep going, 
even when we give up some of our beloved traditions.   
   We know that Christmas will be different this year. I have discovered, though, that 
that gives me an opportunity to be creative and try new things. I am excited about 
some of the things we are planning to do for Christmas Eve this year.   
   It will be different, and it will still remind us of the true significance of Christmas: Em-
manuel, God with us. God’s light breaking into the darkness of this world to bring hope 
and comfort in the midst of our fear and suffering. We will celebrate Christmas, and we 
will experience the hope it brings.   

Words From Wendy 
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Drive-Thru Christmas Eve 

Online Christmas Eve Service 

   We will be posting a Christmas Eve service to our website by Christmas Eve morning. 
It will have some of our traditional elements, and you will have the opportunity to see 
some familiar faces. We will also be doing some new things. 

   There will be music and Scripture as you drive through the 
parking lot and see our nativity scenes. It will be between 7 
and 8 p.m. We will enter through the east entrance and exit on 
the west. We are still in need two outdoor fireplaces we can 
borrow. We can also use some help with set up. We have all 
the people we need for the 3 scenes.   



Prayer Care, December 3, 2020 

Luci Kull and family, husband, Bob, died November 18* 
Janet Johnston, home recovering from Covid-19, improving but still weak 
Sue Keys, recovery from arm surgery Nov. 10 
Sharon McPherson, health concerns 
Jan Oudbier, health concerns 
Terry, health concerns, sister of Cindy Schilling 
Flora Gilbert, health concerns 
Philip Morey, sister, Dawn died 2 years ago, mother, Shirley, died Nov. 2019, father, Bill in 

last stages of liver cancer, neighbor of VanCourts 
Michael Jordan, now stationed in Italy, grandson of Flora Gilbert 
Kaleb, recovery from brain tumor surgery, friend of Sharon VanCourt 
Sharon Davis & son, Ali, personal issues, friend of Jon Vogler 
Sandy V., metastasized cancer, friend of Jane Elsinga 
Yvonne Alhaddad, health concerns, mother of Frederick Isaac 

Continuing Prayers, December 3, 2020 

Kathy Peters, stroke recovery, rehab at Masonic Home, Alma 
Adam LaPratt, son of Roger & Holly LaPratt  
Holly LaPratt, health concerns 
Jackie Bishop, ongoing back pain 
Rick Morley, lung cancer, metastasized, cousin of Geri Jennings 
Rev. Dr. Jeff O’Neill, chemo treatments, retired pastor from First Presbyterian Church, Lansing 
Mallory, brain surgery recovery, friend of Grace & neighbor of VanCourt 
 
*Condolences may be sent to: 

Luci Kull, c/o Sue Mason, 1423 Sleighside Dr, Lansing MI  48917 
** 

SESSION    DEACONS   
Class of ‘20    Class of ‘20  Class of ‘21  Class of ‘22 
Doug Dykstra    Holly Brock  John Elsinga  Bonnie Reemsnyder 
Jane Elsinga    Jim Dexter  Jan Small 
Jane Thomas    Geri Jennings 
      Art Kelley 
C|ass of ‘21    Laurie Stirling 
Meredith Jackson   Jon Vogler 
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Prayer Care & Continuing Prayer-December 3, 2020 

T HE A MB ASS A DOR  

Birthdays 

Dec 1 Joe Frick 

Dec 6 Holly Brock 
 Ellen Jackson 

Dec 8 Steve Bishop 
 Erica Jennings 

Dec 9 Holly LaPratt 
 Anna Marie Woloszyn 

Dec 13 Peggy Carlson 

Dec 16 Geri Jennings 

Dec 18 Jessica Wright 

Dec 20 Susan Keys 
 Meredith Jackson 

Dec 21 Luke Wright 

Dec 31 Eva May 

Strategic Planning Team Update 
   The Strategic Planning Team has been at work. The team has had input into a new job description for an Adminis-
trative Assistant to include technology needs, and has decided we will continue the current format for online services 
after we are back to in-person worship. We have reached out to neighboring churches about conversations, and have 
decided to wait until next fall to begin planning those conversations with them. Our hope is that by then things will be 
back to normal and we will all be able to focus on the future. We have also talked about community outreach and pub-
licity. We will meet again in March. 



V OLU ME  1 9,  ISSU E 2  

   Please pray for our country and our leaders as we look toward a presidential transition. 
Pray that we would begin to find healing and common ground. 
   Include the following individuals and people in your prayers: week of December 6: Richard 
& Mary Mead, Mary Meier, Elizabeth Nichols, Bob & Ginny Noble; week of December 13: 
Marianne Oren, Jan Oudbier, Kathy Peters, Judy Powell; week of December 20: Lena Pratt, Wendy Pratt, Gary & 
Bonnie Reemsnyder, Read & Sharon Ross; week of December 27: Jerry Rueckert & Carolyn Elliott, Anne Ryan, 
Mike & Cindy Schilling, Paul & Jo Seppala.  
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“Let Us Pray” 

Worship  

   Are you willing to read Scripture or lead a prayer for a worship service? Please let Wendy know 
at wendy@deltapresby.org  

December Worship 

Sunday, December 6, 2020  Sunday, December 13, 2020  Sunday, December 20, 2020 
2nd Sunday of Advent   3rd Sunday of Advent   4th Sunday of Advent 
Matthew 1:1, 5-6   Ruth 1: 16-22    2 Samuel 11:1-27 
Joshua 2:1-16    Ruth 4:9-21    The Jesse Tree: Grace 
The Jesse Tree: Trust   The Jesse Tree: Inclusion 
Communion* 
 
*Communion. We will be celebrating communion on Sunday, December 6.  Please have bread and juice ready be-
fore the service.   

Thursday, December 24, 2020  Sunday, December 27, 2020  Sunday, January 3, 2021 
Christmas Eve    1st Sunday after Christmas  Epiphany Sunday 
Isaiah 9:2-7    Stories & Carols   Isaiah 60:1-6 
Luke 2:1-20         Matthew 2:1-12 
When Plans Go Awry        Arise, Shine 

Cause to Rejoice 

Rejoice in the Lord always, again I will say, Rejoice!  Phil. 4:4 
There is always reason to rejoice and celebrate God’s work among us. 

   We rejoice in the number of toys you have donated.   
   We rejoice in your financial support of the church and your financial commit-
ments for this coming year.   
   We rejoice that the election has been certified in most states. 
   We rejoice in the people who have volunteered to help with the drive-thru Christmas Eve service and all the peo-
ple who have come in to record various elements for our online worship.   
   We rejoice in the coming vaccine options and the hope they give us. 
   We rejoice that Jan Johnston is back home after fighting Covid-19. 
   We rejoice in the nice weather we have enjoyed.   
   We rejoice in the new opportunities that will come with 2021.   
   We rejoice in Frank Jackson’s willingness to put together the December worship services and give Art Kelley a 
break.   
   We rejoice in the people who have agreed to serve as elders and deacons for this coming year, and celebrate the 
ministry of those who are retiring.   
   We rejoice in the work of our Strategic Planning Team.   
   We rejoice in the planning that is already underway for Ellen’s retirement.   
   We rejoice that God is with us, especially during the hard times.   

   What gives you cause to rejoice?  Let us know and we will include it next time. 

mailto:wendy@deltapresby.org


     

NOVEMBER 2020 FINANCIAL UPDATE SUMMARY 

     

  2020 2020 2019 

  YTD ANNUAL YTD 

  ACTUAL BUDGET ACTUAL 

INCOME    

 PLEDGES  $     132,600   $     149,000   $            157,400  

 OTHER  $       23,200   $       14,500   $              15,400  

 PPP GRANT  $       16,000    

     

TOTAL INCOME  $     171,800   $     163,500   $            172,800  

     

EXPENSES    

 STAFF  $       96,000   $     124,600   $            111,000  

 GENERAL  $       39,100   $       56,900   $              43,000  

 OTHER  $         7,400   $       11,300   $              10,400  

     

TOTAL EXPENSES  $     142,500   $     192,800   $            164,400  

     

DIFFERENCE  $       29,300   $      (29,300)  $                8,400  

     

November 2020 Financial Updates  

November 2020 financial updates 

Thank you for your generosity and faithfulness in maintaining your pledge contributions through 
2020 and your pledges for 2021 in this strange and rough time. Our new ‘friend’ Covid-19 has 
changed everything we do and how we do what we do. 

Shown below are the current pledge numbers for 2021 (with 2020 numbers for comparison) and a 
summary of the 2020 year to date income and expenses (with 2020 budget [annual] and 2019 
November numbers for comparison). 

The 2020 income includes a non-recurring income of $16,000 from the PPP grant we re-
ceived. 

The 2020 income also includes $7,900 MSU concession income earned in 2019 which 
we will not have in 2021 due to no concessions in 2020. 

Expenses are down due to the Pension Board granting us a $5,000 discount on pension 
expenses for 2020 

Expenses are also down due to only using the office portion of the building from March 
through November. 

Doug Dykstra-Moderator, Resource Committee 



   The office will be closed between December 28 and January 5. Wendy will be doing a staycation, so if you need 
her, she will be available via phone at 517-721-1075. 

Office News 

Papergator: New Location 

   Our Papergator has been moved to the west side of the larger parking lot, next to the 
Granger trash bin. This will allow us to only plow one parking lot during the winter. The 
Papergator will accept school/office paper, newspaper, junk mail, hard and soft cover 
books, magazines, shredded paper (bagged in CLEAR plastic bags), and paperboard 
(cereal-type boxes). Please, NO cardboard, plastic, metal, or garbage.   

Christmas Joy Offering 

   In Jesus, we receive the perfect gift of God being with us. Even when we are apart, we are together in spirit, in faith 
and in mission.  
   Every year at Christmas we receive the Christmas Joy Offering. By supporting this offering, you honor God’s gift of 
Jesus Christ by providing assistance to current and retired church workers in their time of need and developing our 
future leaders at Presbyterian-related schools and colleges equipping communities of color.    
   Contributions may be mailed in or brought to the church office during the week, Tuesday-Thursday, 9 am- 3 pm. 
Please indicate on the memo line of your checks “Christmas Joy Offering” or use the special envelopes in your pack-
et of offering envelopes.  

Congregational Meeting 

   We will be having a congregational meeting on Thursday, December 10 at 7:00 pm 
via Zoom.  We will be electing elders and deacons and approving new by-laws.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                       ________________________________ 

Let Us Know. When you have prayer requests, would like a visit, are going to be out of town, or have a 
change in your contact information, please email the office at office@deltapresby.org or call and leave a 
message on Wendy’s voicemail, ext. 103. 

Prayer Requests. You may call or email the office with your prayer requests. 

Ambassadors. Delta’s monthly newsletter, The Ambassador, is usually sent out at the beginning of each 
month, but during this unusual time, we will now be sending them out twice a month. If you are currently 
NOT receiving this newsletter by email and would like to, please let the office know and we will put you on 
the email list. 

Communication. We will be posting important updates on our website:  www.deltapresby.org and on our 
Facebook page.  If you have not liked our Facebook page yet, please do so that you will be able to see the 
updates. If you are not currently receiving updates by email and would like to, please email of-
fice@deltapresby.org and let us know. If you no longer want to receive email and prefer to receive news and 
information via U.S. Mail, please call the office. If you need to leave a voice mail, leave it in Wendy’s voice 
mail (ext 103) as due to technical difficulties, we can’t currently access the office voice mail.   

Contributions. Please mail or drop off your pledges to the church. Twice a month Jim Constandt and Fran 
Johnston will come in to take care of them and get them deposited. 

Website Calendar. If you have events that need to go on the website calendar, please let Art Kelley know.   

Office Hours. To coordinate with the online sermons, we are changing our regular office hours to Tuesday, 
Wednesday, and Thursdays, 9:00 am-3:00 pm.  

The Ambassador 

Delta Presbyterian Church 
6100 W. Michigan Ave. 
Lansing MI  48917 
Phone:  517-321-3569 
E-mail:  office@deltapresby.org 
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CHURCH STAFF 
Pastor:  Wendy S. Pratt 
Admin. Asst.:  Ellen Jackson 
Clerk of Session:  Jane Elsinga 
Treasurer:  Joe Frick 
Co-Treasurer: Bill Stirling 
Financial Secretary: Fran Johnston 
Accompanist:  Frederick Isaac 
Adult Choir Dir.:  Mark McElwee 
Website Coordinator:  Art Kelley 
Kids Hope USA Program Dir.:  Roger & Jan Small 
Asst. Kids Hope USA Dir.:  Jane Thomas 

“We are ambassadors for Christ, God making 
His appeal through us.”  II Cor 5:20 . 

We’re on the Web! 
www.deltapresby.org 

Announcements 
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