
   We are looking at a different kind of Christmas this year. My 
challenge for all of us is rather than focusing on the traditions 
that have been set aside for this year, we focus on the true 
meaning of the season and the new opportunities that are 
before us.   
   Christmas is about Emmanuel, God with us. It is about God 
becoming one of us, and experiencing all that it means to be 
human. Even in the midst of Covid, God is still with us. 
Through Jesus, God knows what it is to be lonely, to have 
plans disrupted, to suffer, and to die. Even in the midst of Covid, God is still with us. 
God shares in our suffering, and promises us victory. Even in the midst of Covid, God 
is still with us. There is hope, we have a vaccine, which means there is hope of being 
together again. Even in the midst of Covid, God is still with us. This Christmas, we are 
reminded that our suffering is transient, our joy is eternal. Even in the midst of Covid, 
God is still with us. 
   Take time to plan out how you will celebrate Christmas this year. Are there new ways 
to keep old traditions alive? Take some time to read through the Christmas story as it is 
found in the first 2 chapters of Luke. It’s a story we know well, yet there is always 
something new to discover. Read through it several times throughout the season, ask-
ing God to give you new insights. Even in the midst of Covid, God is still with us. 
   May you know the peace and joy of Christmas this year. Even in the midst of Covid, 
God is still with us. 

Words From Wendy 
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Covid-19 Update 

Christmas Eve Service Worship 

   We will have two opportunities for Christmas Eve worship 
this year. The first will be a drive through live nativity, which 
will be from 7:00 to 8:00 pm on Christmas Eve. A number of 
people have been involved in the planning and implementation 
of this service, and I am looking forward to it.   
   It also gives us an opportunity to invite our neighbors to “Come and See” what Christ-
mas is all about. Invite those you know who are seeking new ways to celebrate Christ-
mas.   
   We will have a more traditional service posted on our website. We will hear the carols, 
listen to the story, and build the nativity scene. We will even light candles. As you pre-
pare to participate in this worship experience, you might find it helpful to dim the lights 
and light a candle. This is another opportunity to invite people to “Come and See.”   

   At our most recent Session meeting, someone commented that people are getting 
grouchy as Covid continues. We talked about Covid brain, and forgetting things or get-
ting confused. There are times when it is hard to remember what day it is. Our last in-
person worship service was back on March 8.   
   I heard someone say that with the vaccine, we can see light at the end of the tunnel, 
but we’re still in the tunnel. The Presbytery has now updated their guidance on Covid, 
recommending no in-person worship until at least March 31, 2021. Our hope is that we 
will be able to return to worship on Sunday, April 4, which happens to be Easter. It will 
be quite the celebration! 
   As the Session discussed this at our most recent meeting, we decided to have a virtu-
al Fellowship Meal on Sunday, February 7, 2021. We will do it via Zoom, and we will get 
details out after the first of the year. We are also considering other ways to help us stay 
connected. If you have some ideas, let Wendy know. We want to do everything we can 
to keep the congregation together as this challenging time continues. We also want to 
keep everyone safe. The majority of our members fall into the high-risk category, and 
your safety is important to us. We have now had several of our members diagnosed with 
Covid. Please continue to pray for all of those who have been impacted by Covid, and 
for the manufacturers and distributors of the vaccine.   
   We will be together in person again, and until then, we will continue to learn new ways 
to stay connected.     



Prayer Care, December 18, 2020 

Janet Johnston, home recovering from Covid-19, improving but still weak 
Sue Keys, recovery from arm surgery, bone pain is gone 
Sharon McPherson, health concerns 
Jan Oudbier, health concerns 
Flora Gilbert and oldest daughter, Covid-19 
Terry, health concerns, sister of Cindy Schilling 
Philip Morey, sister, Dawn died 2 years ago, mother, Shirley, died Nov. 2019, father, Bill in 

last stages of liver cancer, neighbor of VanCourts 
Michael Jordan, now stationed in Italy, grandson of Flora Gilbert 
Kaleb, recovery from brain tumor surgery, friend of Sharon VanCourt 
Sharon Davis & son, Ali, personal issues, friend of Jon Vogler 
Sandy V., metastasized cancer, friend of Jane Elsinga 
Yvonne Alhaddad, health concerns, mother of Frederick Isaac 

Continuing Prayers, December 18, 2020 

Kathy Peters, stroke recovery, rehab at Masonic Home, Alma 
Adam LaPratt, son of Roger & Holly LaPratt  
Holly LaPratt, health concerns 
Jackie Bishop, ongoing back pain 
Rick Morley, lung cancer, metastasized, cousin of Geri Jennings 
Rev. Dr. Jeff O’Neill, chemo treatments, retired pastor from First Presbyterian Church, Lansing 
Mallory, brain surgery recovery, friend of Grace & neighbor of VanCourt 
 

*** 
SESSION    DEACONS   
Class of ‘20    Class of ‘20  Class of ‘21  Class of ‘22 
Doug Dykstra    Holly Brock  John Elsinga  Bonnie Reemsnyder 
Jane Elsinga    Jim Dexter  Jan Small 
Jane Thomas    Geri Jennings 
      Art Kelley 
C|ass of ‘21    Laurie Stirling 
Meredith Jackson   Jon Vogler 
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Prayer Care & Continuing Prayer-December 18, 2020 

T HE A MB ASS A DOR  

Birthdays 

Dec 18 Jessica Wright 

Dec 20 Susan Keys 
 Meredith Jackson 

Dec 21 Luke Wright 

Dec 31 Eva May 

Jan 1 Norm Wilson 

Jan 10 Don Hogan 
 Isaiah Woloszyn 

Jan 15 Ginny Noble 

Jan 16 Aiden Woloszyn 

Jan 21 Isaac O’Neill 

 

Congregational Meeting-Dec. 10 

   Thank you to all who attended our December 10 Congregational Meeting. We approved the new by-laws, which 
make adjustments to the size of Session, Deacons, and Nominating Committee, and allow us to do business via elec-
tronic meetings. We also elected Elders and Deacons. 
   We are grateful for the ministry of Holly Brock, Jim Dexter, and Jon Vogler, who are rotating off the Deacons. We 
thank Jim Dexter, who agreed to accept a term on Session. Doug Dykstra, Jane Elsinga, and Jane Thomas all agreed 
to serve another year on Session. Geri Jennings, Art Kelley, and Laurie Stirling also agreed to another year on Dea-
cons. Thank you all.   
   Obviously, ordination and installation will look a little different. Fortunately, we don’t need to do the laying on of 
hands for ordination. We have a plan, and you will see it in worship on January 24.   



V OLU ME  1 9,  ISSU E 2  

   As Christmas is upon us, please pray for those who are alone this year. Pray that the gift of 
Emmanuel would provide comfort and peace amid the ongoing pandemic. Also include the 
following in your prayers: week of December 6: Richard & Mary Mead, Mary Meier, Elizabeth 
Nichols, Bob & Ginny Noble; week of December 13: Marianne Oren, Jan Oudbier, Kathy Pe-
ters, Judy Powell; week of December 20: Lena Pratt, Wendy Pratt, Gary & Bonnie 
Reemsnyder, Read & Sharon Ross; week of December 27: Jerry Rueckert & Carolyn Elliott, 
Anne Ryan, Mike & Cindy Schilling, Paul & Jo Seppala; week of January 3: Bill & Sue Settle, 
Roger & Jan Small, Bill & Laurie Stirling; week of January 10: Margaret Strange, Ralph & Su-
san Swan, Jane Thomas, Ed Troshak; week of January 17: Jack & Sharon VanCourt, Brad Venman, Jon & Meg 
Vogler, Chuck Wilbur; week of January 24: Norm Wilson, Dan, Anna Marie, Isaiah, Ethan, & Aiden Woloszyn; Ken, 
Jessica, Savannah, Callum & Luke Wright. 
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“Let Us Pray” 

Worship  

   Are you willing to read Scripture or lead a prayer for a worship service? Please let Wendy know 
at wendy@deltapresby.org  

December Worship 

Sunday, December 20, 2020  Thursday, December 24, 2020  Sunday, December 27, 2020* 
4th Sunday of Advent   Christmas Eve    1st Sunday after Christmas 
2 Samuel 11:1-27   Isaiah 9:2-7    Stories & Carols 
The Jesse Tree: Grace   Luke 2:1-20 
     When Plans Go Awry 
 
*December 27 Worship. We will do our traditional stories and carols on the Sunday after Christmas. We have picked 
out 3 short stories we will share with you, along with Scripture and carols. We will get to see a new musical contribu-
tion from Katie Stirling and Savannah Wright.   

 
Sunday, January 3, 2021  Sunday, January 10, 2021  Sunday, January 17, 2021 
Epiphany Sunday   Baptism of the Lord   2nd Sunday after Epiphany 
Isaiah 60:1-6    Communion** 
Matthew 2:1-12 
Arise, Shine 
 
**Communion. We will be celebrating communion on Sunday, January 10  Please have bread and juice ready before 
the service.   

Cause to Rejoice 

Rejoice in the Lord always, again I will say, Rejoice!  Phil. 4:4 

   As we approach our celebration of the light of Christ coming into the world, we have 
ample reason to rejoice here at Delta.   

   We rejoice in Golden Wedding Anniversaries. In 2020, at least 4 couples here at 
Delta celebrated their 50

th
 wedding anniversary:  Doug & Maureen Dykstra, Chuck & 

Geri Jennings, Larry & Jan Johnston, and Bill & Sue Settle.  
   We rejoice in the approval of the first Covid-19 vaccine and the hope it gives us. 
   We rejoice in the faithfulness of our Elders and Deacons.   
   We rejoice in all the volunteers we have for Christmas Eve. 
   We rejoice that the congregational meeting went well and was well attended.   
   We rejoice in the ministry of Prayers and Squares. Our quilters have continued to make quilts at home, and re-
cently distributed quilts to several groups in our community. (See article elsewhere in this Ambassador.) 
   We rejoice in the gift of Emmanuel, God with us, especially during the hard times. 

   What gives you cause to rejoice?  Let us know and we’ll include it in January.   

mailto:wendy@deltapresby.org


Prayers & Squares Are Still at Work! 

   The pandemic may have kept the Delta Presbyterian’s Prayers and Squares quilting group from meeting in person, 
but it hasn’t slowed them down.  Throughout the year, some members have been cutting fabric and packaging it up 
ready to sew, some have been sewing those pieces together into a quilt top, some have been sandwiching those fin-
ished tops with batting and backing and tying them all together.  Others have been sewing on labels, while yet others 
have been coordinating pickup and delivery of the finished quilts.  Note that all of this has been happening with no in-
person contact, safety first!  
   In December, seventeen fleece backed quilts were delivered to the Delta Waverly Rotary Club for distribution to 
local teens in need.  Also in December, 10 Veterans’ quilts and 9 other quilts went to local nursing homes that had 
asked for help providing Christmas gifts to some of their residents.  A few other quilts were provided to Delta congre-
gants that had a need.   
 
   Delta Presbyterian is continuing to serve our community. 

Quilts for local teens in need 

Quilts for Veterans in local  
nursing homes 

The pile of quilts for  
local nursing homes 



   The office will be closed December 25- January 4 (and reopen on Jan. 5) while Wendy and Ellen take vacation. 
The next Ambassador will come out the week of January 5. If you are in need of pastoral care during this time, you 
can reach Wendy at 517-721-1075. Like many of you, she will not be getting together with family this year, so she 
will be at home and available for emergencies. 

Office News 

Papergator: New Location 

   Our Papergator has been moved to the west side of the larger parking lot, next to the 
Granger trash bin. This will allow us to only plow one parking lot during the winter. The 
Papergator will accept school/office paper, newspaper, junk mail, hard and soft cover 
books, magazines, shredded paper (bagged in CLEAR plastic bags), and paperboard 
(cereal-type boxes). Please, NO cardboard, plastic, metal, or garbage. (Clear plastic 
bags can ONLY be used for shredded paper; otherwise NO PLASTIC BAGS.) 

Christmas Joy Offering 

   In Jesus, we receive the perfect gift of God being with us. Even when we are apart, we are together in spirit, in faith 
and in mission.  
   Every year at Christmas we receive the Christmas Joy Offering. By supporting this offering, you honor God’s gift of 
Jesus Christ by providing assistance to current and retired church workers in their time of need and developing our 
future leaders at Presbyterian-related schools and colleges equipping communities of color.    
   Contributions may be mailed in or brought to the church office during the week, Tuesday-Thursday, 9 am- 3 pm. 
Please indicate on the memo line of your checks “Christmas Joy Offering” or use the special envelopes in your pack-
et of offering envelopes.  

Staff Christmas Gifts 

   The Deacons are collecting monetary donations for Church Staff Christmas gifts as a token of appreciation for their ser-
vice during this challenging year. Donations can be brought to the church office or mailed to the church. Please mark your 
checks “Staff Christmas gifts”. Thank you.  John Elsinga, Deacon Moderator. 
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Let Us Know. When you have prayer requests, would like a visit, are going to be out of town, or have a 
change in your contact information, please email the office at office@deltapresby.org or call and leave a 
message on Wendy’s voicemail, ext. 103. 

Prayer Requests. You may call or email the office with your prayer requests. 

Ambassadors. Delta’s monthly newsletter, The Ambassador, is usually sent out at the beginning of each 
month, but during this unusual time, we will now be sending them out twice a month. If you are currently 
NOT receiving this newsletter by email and would like to, please let the office know and we will put you on 
the email list. 

Communication. We will be posting important updates on our website:  www.deltapresby.org and on our 
Facebook page.  If you have not liked our Facebook page yet, please do so that you will be able to see the 
updates. If you are not currently receiving updates by email and would like to, please email of-
fice@deltapresby.org and let us know. If you no longer want to receive email and prefer to receive news and 
information via U.S. Mail, please call the office. If you need to leave a voice mail, leave it in Wendy’s voice 
mail (ext 103) as due to technical difficulties, we can’t currently access the office voice mail.   

Contributions. Please mail or drop off your pledges to the church. Twice a month Jim Constandt and Fran 
Johnston will come in to take care of them and get them deposited. 

Website Calendar. If you have events that need to go on the website calendar, please let Art Kelley know.   

Office Hours. To coordinate with the online sermons, we are changing our regular office hours to Tuesday, 
Wednesday, and Thursdays, 9:00 am-3:00 pm.  

The Ambassador 

Delta Presbyterian Church 
6100 W. Michigan Ave. 
Lansing MI  48917 
Phone:  517-321-3569 
E-mail:  office@deltapresby.org 
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CHURCH STAFF 
Pastor:  Wendy S. Pratt 
Admin. Asst.:  Ellen Jackson 
Clerk of Session:  Jane Elsinga 
Treasurer:  Joe Frick 
Co-Treasurer: Bill Stirling 
Financial Secretary: Fran Johnston 
Accompanist:  Frederick Isaac 
Adult Choir Dir.:  Mark McElwee 
Website Coordinator:  Art Kelley 
Kids Hope USA Program Dir.:  Roger & Jan Small 
Asst. Kids Hope USA Dir.:  Jane Thomas 

“We are ambassadors for Christ, God making 
His appeal through us.”  II Cor 5:20 . 

We’re on the Web! 
www.deltapresby.org 

Announcements 
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