
   God provides. It is easy to worry about whether 
we have enough or will have enough. We began this 
year with a large budget deficit. It was reduced by 
those of you who increased your pledges. It was 
reduced by those of you who are giving more than 
you pledge. It was reduced by the cuts we made to 
the budget. Yet still, we had a large deficit, and 
there was concern.   
   God provides. When we were forced to go online 
for worship, there was concern about how it would 
affect our giving. It didn’t. You have been faithful in 
your support of the church, and we are grateful.  
   God provides. Through the research and work of 
the Resources Committee, we have received two 
loan/grants that have eliminated our budget deficit. The Board of Pensions, which 
provides my health insurance and will provide my pension, has given churches like 
ours 3 months of payment forgiveness during this pandemic. That comes to almost 
$5,000. We also qualified for the PPP program, which provided about $16,000. As 
long as we spend it on salaries and utilities, it will be forgiven after 24 weeks.   
   God provides. A couple of weeks ago, an email went out informing the Re-
sources Committee that we had received the $16,000. Jim Dexter responded, 
“How good is life, about $5,000 waiver from General.Assembly [Board of Pensions] 
and now this, God has a plan for us, let's prove that we are worthy.” 
   Not only does God provide, God has a plan for us. Pray that we will see that plan 
and have the faith to follow. God provides. Thanks be to God. 

Words From Wendy 
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Book Study 

   Trudie Frick has suggested that we do a study/discussion on 
the book, White Fragility:  Why It’s so Hard for White People to 
Talk about Racism, by Robin DiAngelo. She knows of several 
other churches that have been discussing it online during the 
shutdown. I have purchased the book and am part way through 
it. It is very good. There are also parts of it that are uncomforta-
ble. Race and racism are once again at the forefront of our na-
tional conversation, and this book will help us explore the is-
sues and what we can do.  
   The plan is to have the discussion online via zoom. I’m think-
ing of having it on Wednesdays in the afternoon or evening. 
Please let me know at wendy@deltapresby.org if you would like 
to participate and which time you would prefer. In addition to the discussion, I’m 
looking forward to an opportunity to reconnect with many of you. 

Annual Report 

   The Session has been discussing how we can conduct our annual meeting, 
which was scheduled for shortly after we shut down. We have attached the Annu-
al Report for 2019 with this Ambassador. If you receive the Ambassador by mail, 
you can stop by the office to pick up a paper copy or call us and ask to have one 
mailed to you. We will let you know as soon as we figure out the best way to le-
gally handle the annual meeting. 

Office Hours 

   To coordinate with the online sermons, we are changing our regular office hours 
to Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9:00 am-2:00 pm.  

mailto:wendy@deltapresby.org


Prayer Care, August 30, 2020 

Jan Oudbier, health concerns 
Mike & Cindy Schilling, Mike has surgery August 11 in Indianapolis 
Sue Keys, more surgery needed on upper arm 
Trudie Frick, shoulder replacement surgery recovery 
Flora Gilbert, health concerns 
Kaleb, recovery from brain tumor surgery, friend of Sharon VanCourt 
Carol Bohn, broken wrist, cousin of Meg Vogler 
Yolanda, moved to assisted living, friend of Jon Vogler 
Joyce, needs weekly transfusions, daughter of Yolanda (see above) 
Sharon Davis & son, Ali, personal issues, friend of Jon Vogler 
Joe & Vicki Groth, health concerns for Joe, hospice care for Vicki, friend of Vogler’s 
Casey & Roy Crissey, health concerns friend of Jon Vogler 
Sandy V., metastasized cancer, friend of Jane Elsinga 
Yvonne Alhaddad, health concerns, mother of Frederick Isaac 

                                     Continuing Prayers, August 30, 2020 

Kathy Peters, stroke recovery, rehab at Masonic Home, Alma 
Adam LaPratt, son of Roger & Holly LaPratt  
Holly LaPratt, health concerns 
Carolyn Elliott, double bypass surgery recovery, partner of Jerry Rueckert 
Jackie Bishop, ongoing back pain 
Rick Morley, lung cancer, metastasized, cousin of Geri Jennings 
Rev. Dr. Jeff O’Neill, chemo treatment, retired pastor from First Presbyterian Church, Lansing 
Mallory, brain surgery recovery, friend of Grace & neighbor of VanCourt 
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Prayer Care & Continuing Prayer-August 30, 2020 

T HE A MB ASS A DOR  

   The Strategic Planning Team continues to meet via zoom at least once a month. We have finished going through 
the survey results, and have pulled out specific things we want to further explore. We also talk at each meeting about 
what we can do to improve what we are doing during the shutdown. We will keep you posted as we continue our 
work.   

Birthdays 

Strategic Planning 

Sep 1  Bob Benezette 

Sep 5  Roger LaPratt 
  Jackie Bishop 

Sep 10  Jack VanCourt 

Sep 11  John Elsinga 
  Bob Noble 

Sep 13  Jillian Dymond 

Sep 14  Beau Benezette 

Sep 21  Jan Buchanan 

Sep 22  Maureen Dykstra 

Sep 30  Ock DeRose 

Sep 30  Jeff Jackson 

Oct 1 Jane Thomas 

Oct 3 Jim Constandt 

Oct 4 Margaret Strange 

Oct 5 Jan Oudbier 

Oct 9 Bill Settle 

Oct 15 Sandy Akright 

Oct 16 Mark Bradley 

Oct 18 Grace Bishop 

Oct 20 Jim Dexter 

Oct 21 Kathy Peters 

Oct 23 Kelci Fech 

Oct 25 JoAnn Dexter 

Oct 29 Pat Baker 

Oct 30 Sue Settle 

Oct 31 Jeff Akright 



V OLU ME  1 9,  ISSU E 2  

   As we continue through this challenging time, please 
continue to pray for the people who work in areas that put 
them at risk of catching Covid-19. Pray for parents who 
are struggling to balance their work with their children’s 
educational needs. Pray for medical researchers as they 
search for treatment and prevention. Also, please include 
the following in your prayers:  week of August 30: Bill & 
Laurie Stirling, Margaret Strange, Ralph & Susan Swan, 
Jane Thomas; week of September 6: Ed Troshak, Jack & 
Sharon VanCourt, Brad Venman, Jon & Meg Vogler; week 
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“Let Us Pray” 

Worship  

   As you have probably heard, the presbytery is strongly recommending we continue 
with online worship only through the end of the year. While we are disappointed, it is 
not a big surprise. The state still has a limit of 10 people gathered inside for events, 
and the number of cases in Michigan has been climbing again. As schools and colleg-
es reopen, there will probably be another increase.   

   We continue to work to strengthen our online presence, and we continue to seek your feedback. We have begun 
thinking about what we will do for Advent and Christmas, and will seek to make it meaningful.   

August/September Worship 

Sunday, August 30, 2020  Sunday, September 6, 2020  Sunday, September 13, 2020 
Romans 12:9-21   Psalm 149    Romans 14:1-12 
Matthew 16:21-28   Romans 13:8-14   Matthew 18:21-25 
Stumbling Blocks   Love First    Communion 
          Forgiveness 
 
Sunday, September 20, 2020  Sunday, September 27, 2020 
Philippians 1:21-30   Philippians 2:1-13 
Matthew 20:1-16   Matthew 21:23-32 
Not Fair!    The Mind of a Servant 

Cause to Rejoice 

Rejoice in the Lord always, again I will say, Rejoice!  Phil. 4:4 

As the shutdown continues, so does God’s work among us.  There is much in which we 
can rejoice.   

   We rejoice in Marianne Oren’s successful pancreas transplant and pray for her contin-
ued healing. 
   We rejoice in the volunteers who are keeping the water barrels full in the community garden, and in the productivi-
ty of the garden this year. 
   We rejoice in your continued faithful support of Delta.   
   We rejoice in the payment forgiveness (for three months) from the Board of Pensions, saving us almost $5,000.   
   We rejoice in the loan/grant through the PPP program, which has eliminated our budget deficit for this year. 
   We rejoice in the number of people who are viewing our worship service each week. 
   We rejoice in all the people who are working so hard to keep things running as smoothly as they can during this 
time of social distancing. 
   We rejoice in the music that Fred Isaac, Mark McElwee, Savannah Wright, and Katie Stirling have provided for 
our worship services.   

   What gives you cause to rejoice? Email Wendy (wendy@deltapresby.org) or Ellen (office@deltapresby.org) and 
we’ll include it next time.   

of September 13: Chuck Wilber, Norm Wilson, Dan, 
Anna Marie, Isaiah, Ethan, & Aiden Woloszyn; week of 
September 20: Ken, Jessica, Savannah, Callum, & 
Luke Wright; Jeff & Sandy 
Akright, Pat Baker; week of 
September 27: Bob, Wendy, 
Beau, & Zack Benezette; Ste-
ve, Jackie, Jillien, Briahna, 
Grace, Jackson, & Eli Bishop.  

mailto:wendy@deltapresby.org
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Let Us Know. When you have prayer requests, would like a visit, are going to be out of town, or have a change 
in your contact information, please email the office at office@deltapresby.org or call and leave a message on 
Wendy’s voicemail, ext. 103. 

Prayer Requests. You may call or email the office with your prayer requests. 

Ambassadors. Delta’s monthly newsletter, The Ambassador, is usually sent out at the beginning of each month, 
but during this unusual time, we will now be sending them out twice a month. If you are currently NOT receiving 
this newsletter by email and would like to, please let the office know and we will put you on the email list. 

Communication. We will be posting important updates on our website:  www.deltapresby.org and on our Face-
book page.  If you have not liked our Facebook page yet, please do so that you will be able to see the updates. If 
you are not currently receiving updates by email and would like to, please email office@deltapresby.org and let 
us know. If you no longer want to receive email and prefer to receive news and information via U.S. Mail, please 
call the office. If you need to leave a voice mail, leave it in Wendy’s voice mail (ext 103) as due to technical diffi-
culties, we can’t currently access the office voice mail.   

Contributions. Please mail or drop off your pledges to the church. When we have received a number of checks, 
Jim Constandt and Fran Johnston will come in to take care of them and get them deposited. 

Community Garden. The Community Garden is going strong! Doug is looking for volunteers to help keep the 
garden water barrels full this summer. Please email him at dougdykstra@comcast.net if you can help. Thank you. 

Website Calendar. If you have events that need to go on the website calendar, please let Art Kelley know.   

Book Study. Would you be interested in doing a book study on White Fragility: Why It’s so Hard for White Peo-
ple to Talk About Racism via zoom? Email or call Wendy if you are interested: wendy@deltapresby.org  

The Ambassador 

Delta Presbyterian Church 
6100 W. Michigan Ave. 
Lansing MI  48917 
Phone:  517-321-3569 
E-mail:  office@deltapresby.org 
 
AUGUST 30, 2020 

CHURCH STAFF 
Pastor:  Wendy S. Pratt 
Admin. Asst.:  Ellen Jackson 
Clerk of Session:  Jane Elsinga 
Treasurer:  Joe Frick 
Co-Treasurer: Bill Stirling 
Financial Secretary: Fran Johnston 
Accompanist:  Frederick Isaac 
Adult Choir Dir.:  Mark McElwee 
Website Coordinator:  Art Kelley 
Kids Hope USA Program Dir.:  Roger & Jan Small 
Asst. Kids Hope USA Dir.:  Jane Thomas 

“We are ambassadors for Christ, God making 
His appeal through us.”  II Cor 5:20 . 

We’re on the Web! 
www.deltapresby.org 

Announcements 
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