
 
 



Order of Worship 
December 24, 2019 

Christmas Eve 

Prelude                                                                 Frederick Isaac, Pianist 

Bell Introit O Come, O Come Emmanuel                                                         Bellievers 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath                                                                                          The Dymond family 

The advent wreath has marked our time of waiting through this season, as we live in expectation of 
Christ’s promised return and the celebration of his birth.  Each week we lit the first candle on the 
advent wreath to remind us of the light of hope coming into the world. 

The second candle on the advent wreath has reminded us of the light of peace.  

The third candle of the advent wreath has reminded us of the joy that comes as Christ triumphs 
over injustice.   

The fourth candle of the advent wreath reminds us that God’s love is stronger than our sin. 

**Scripture (Isaiah 9:2-7) and Opening Hymn  O Come, All Ye Faithful   

The people walking in darkness have seen a great light. 
    On those living in a pitch-dark land, light has dawned. 

O, come, let us adore him! 

3 You have made the nation great; 
    you have increased its joy. 

They rejoiced before you as with joy at the harvest, 
    as those who divide plunder rejoice. 

O, come, let us adore him! 

4 As on the day of Midian, you’ve shattered the yoke that burdened them, 
    the staff on their shoulders, 
    and the rod of their oppressor. 
5 Because every boot of the thundering warriors, 
    and every garment rolled in blood 
    will be burned, fuel for the fire. 

O, come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord. 

O, come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant! 
O, come ye, oh, come ye to Bethlehem; 
Come and behold him born the king of angels: 

6 A child is born to us, a son is given to us, 

O, come, let us adore him! 

    and authority will be on his shoulders. 

O, come, let us adore him! 

    He will be named 
    Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
    Eternal Father, Prince of Peace. 

O, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 

  Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, born this happy morning, 
  Jesus, to Thee be all glory given; 
  Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing! 



7 There will be vast authority and endless peace 
    for David’s throne and for his kingdom, 
    establishing and sustaining it 
    with justice and righteousness 
    now and forever. 

O, come, let us adore him! 

The zeal of the LORD of heavenly forces will do this. 

O, come, let us adore him! 
  O, come let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 

  Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,  
  Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above. 
  Glory to God, all glory in the highest; 
  O, come, let us adore him! 
  O, come, let us adore him! 
  O, come let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 

Prayer of Confession 
God of light, we gather this night to celebrate the birth of Christ. 

We gather to celebrate your triumph over despair,  

 yet there are times when we are discouraged and struggle to find hope. 

We gather to celebrate your triumph over division,  

 yet there are people to whom we prefer not to be reconciled. 

We gather to celebrate your triumph over injustice, 
        yet we want to define what justice is. 

We gather to celebrate your triumph over sin, 

 yet there are some people we don’t think deserve forgiveness. 
         Forgive us we pray, and help us to gladly share your triumph throughout the world.   

(time for silent prayer) 

We commit ourselves to 

 Strengthening Christ in us, 
 Sharing Christ among us, and 
 Showing Christ around us.  Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon Titus 2:11-14 
The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all people.  

 It educates us so that we can live sensible, ethical, and godly lives right now by 
rejecting ungodly lives and the desires of this world.  

At the same time we wait for the blessed hope and the glorious appearance of our great God and 
savior Jesus Christ.  

 He gave himself for us in order to rescue us from every kind of lawless behavior, and 
cleanse a special people for himself who are eager to do good actions. 

**Response      Joy to the World! (vs.1,3)    

Scripture       Luke 2:1-7                                                        The Bishop/VanCourt family 

Anthem Manger Songs                                                                    Celebration Choir 

Scripture Luke 2:8-14                                                                         The Wright family 



**Hymn Angels We Have Heard On High (vs. 1,2,3)         

Scripture Luke 2:15-20                                                                        The Wright family 

Solo O Little Town of Bethlehem                                                Savannah Wright 

Meditation    Triumphant over Darkness                                                Rev. Wendy Pratt 
The people who walked in darkness 
    have seen a great light; 
those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
    on them light has shined.      Isaiah 9:2 

Christmas Prayer 

**Hymn      Go, Tell It on the Mountain             

Offertory 
(Ushers will receive the Christmas Joy Offering) 

**Response    Joy to the World (vs. 2, 4)   

The Christ Candle 

**Distribution of the Light 
In the beginning and in the midst of darkness, God spoke, “Let there be light.” 

 God’s light triumphs over darkness. 

In the beginning was the Word.  And the Word came and dwelt among us.  And the Word was the 
light of all peoples. 

 God’s light triumphs over darkness. 

We light our candles, knowing that the One who is the source and promise of all light is the One 
whose birth we celebrate. 

 God’s light triumphs over darkness. 

We are here to seek a little light by which we can see, by which we can live, by which we can love. 

 God’s light triumphs over darkness. 

We need to know that we are part of something greater than the flicker of our own little candles.  We 
long to be assured that the light of Christ is with us even in the moment. 

 God’s light triumphs over darkness. 

So we light our candles in gratitude for the love and light that shine through the babe born in 
Bethlehem who became the Redeemer of us all. 

 God’s light triumphs over darkness. 

May we be so emboldened as to share the love of God with a world longing for light and hope, 
purpose, and love.  May our actions and generosity shine in a world under the shadow of despair.   

 God’s light triumphs over darkness. 

**Hymn                              Silent Night (vs. 1-4)    

**Challenge and Blessing 

Postlude 

                                      
**Please stand if you are able  
 

If you purchased a poinsettia, please take it home after the service. 
 



 
Christmas Joy Offering. The Christmas Joy Offering reflects that God is with us, through the generous 
gifts that support church leaders among us -- retired, present and future -- who have pointed us to God. 
50% of your gifts to the offering assist current and retired church workers and their families who are in 
financial need. 50% of your gifts to the Christmas Joy offering make it possible for students to learn and 
grow in faith at Presbyterian-related schools and colleges equipping communities of color. 

You may use the Offering envelope that is in your bulletin or the special envelopes in your pledge 
envelope packet. 
 
 
 
 

CHURCH STAFF 
Wendy S. Pratt, Pastor               Ellen Jackson, Admin. Asst. 

Jane Elsinga, Clerk of Session 
Sarah Dymond, Handbell Choir Dir. 

Mark McElwee, Adult Choir Dir.       Frederick Isaac, Accompanist 
Fran Johnston, Financial Secretary          Joe Frick, Treasurer 

Art Kelley, Website Coordinator 
Jan & Roger Small, Program Co-Directors of KIDS HOPE USA 

Jane Thomas, Assistant Director of KIDS HOPE USA 
** 

SESSION MEMBERS 
Class of ’19                    Class of ’20                                   Class of ‘21 
Kerri Buchanan                    Jane Elsinga                                   Meredith Jackson 
Doug Dykstra                    Jane Thomas 
Sharon VanCourt  

DEACONS 
Class of ’19                    Class of ’20                                   Class of ‘21 
Rhonda Fort                    Holly Brock                                   John Elsinga 
Kris Fry                   Jim Dexter                                   Jan Small 
Mark McElwee                   Jon Vogler 

We want to minister to you and support you, so if you, someone in your family, or others are in the hospital 
or in need of a visit or prayer, please contact the office or your deacon. 

Email Prayers. If you would like to receive email prayer requests, send an email to 
deltaprays@gmail.com indicating your interest. If you have a situation in need of prayer, send an email 
to deltaprays@gmail.com and we will send it out to those who have expressed a willingness to pray.  

Wendy’s day off is Friday. If you need to contact Wendy, her home phone is 721-1075, or she can be 
reached through e-mail at wendy@deltapresby.org. Please feel free to contact her at any time if you 
have an emergency.   

** 
Church Office Hours 

Tuesday - Friday, 9:00am – 3:00pm 
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