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Living Into Our Vision
The foundation of our
vision is strengthening
Christ in us. Lent is an
opportunity to intentionally
reflect on our faith and
take up disciplines that
help us to strengthen
Christ in us. This year we
will be considering faith
from the perspective of a
race. On Sunday mornings,
our theme
verse will come
from Hebrews
12:1-2:
“Therefore,
since we are
surrounded by
so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay
aside every weight and
the sin that clings so
closely, and let us run
with perseverance the

race that is set before us,
2
looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our
faith, who for the sake of
the joy that was set before him endured the
cross, disregarding its
shame, and has taken his
seat at the right hand of
the throne of God.” We

will consider the things
that distract us, and the
things that we need to
take time to do.
On Wednesdays at 2:00
and 6:30 pm, we will con-

sider Rob Fuquay’s series
“Take the Flag.” It focuses on the 7 flags of
auto racing, and considers what they signal and
how God signals to us in
the spiritual life. Are we
paying attention to the
signals God gives us as
we run the race of faith?
Each week
there is a video
that includes
professionals in
the racing industry reflecting
on auto racing
and their personal journeys
of faith. On Ash Wednesday, March 1, the study
will be in the context of
worship, and we will conclude with the imposition
of ashes.

Congregational Meeting-March 26
There will be a Congregational Meeting after
worship on Sunday,
March 26. We will be accepting the 2016 Annual
Report, selecting the

2017 Nominating Committee at-large members
from our congregation,
and approving the 2017
Pastor’s Terms of Call.

Inside this issue:

Upcoming (month) Events:

Words From Wendy, Daylight Saving Time Starts,
“Let Us Pray”, Taizé Prayer Service,
An Exercise in Yoga

2

Lent, Adult Education,
Financial Update

3

Cause to Rejoice
Fellowship Meal, Friday Night Fun

4

One Great Hour of Sharing, Easter Garden
Mad Hatters, Kids Hope USA
Mariners in Mission

5

Michigan Presbyterian Pilgrimage
Personal Needs Closet
Library Corner

6

Calendars
Birthdays, Servants,
A Way Out

 Wed, Mar 1

Ash Wednesday
Adult Education/Worship

 Sun, Mar 5

1st Sunday in Lent
Change for Change

 Wed, Mar 8

Adult Education

 Fri, Mar 10

Friday Night Fun

 Sun, Mar 12

2nd Sunday in Lent
Advent House
Daylight Saving Time
Begins

 Wed, Mar 15

Adult Education

 Sun, Mar 19

3rd Sunday in Lent
Personal Needs
Communion
Fellowship Meal

 Wed, Mar 22

Adult Education

 Fri, Mar 24

FNF-Submerge

 Sun, Mar 26

4th Sunday in Lent
Congregational Meeting
Taizé Prayer Service

7-8
9

Words From Wendy
After over 30 years of weekly
preaching, I'm still learning. After
preaching some lectionary texts over
10 times, I still discover new things
each time I prepare a sermon on
them. Most weeks I read commentaries, listen to podcasts, and read the
reflections of others on the Scripture
passages. Ellen and I work together
to find hymns that fit the theme.
When I am using the lectionary texts,
we have a guide that offers suggested hymns, and most weeks we
can use at least one of those. When I
am doing a sermon series that is not
based on the lectionary, it requires
more time to hunt down resources
and select hymns.

Before I came to Delta in the fall of
2010, I had never worked with PowerPoint. Now I depend on the visuals
for my sermons. I continue to learn
new things about how best to utilize
this tool, and have recently been
learning more about making images
and words move around and change
size. Sometimes Ellen helps me find
an appropriate graphic, and she designs all the theme graphics for sermon series.
I love the joy of discovering new
perspectives and finding new treasures in familiar passages. I invite you
to experience that same joy this Lent
by spending time reading Scripture
on a daily basis. You will be amazed

at what you discover. It is part of the
continuing miracle that is the Bible.

*Daylight Saving Time begins on Sunday, March 12. Don’t forget to
set your clocks AHEAD one hour.

Strengthening Christ in Us
“Let Us Pray”
This month, pray for our elected
leaders, that they might be faithful in
their service and begin to unite the
country around a common vision.
Also, hold the following families in
your prayers: week of March 5:
Sharon & Read Ross, Jerry Rueckert,

Ann Ryan; week of March 12: Cindy
& Mike Schilling, Jo & Paul Seppala;
wk of March 19: Sue & Bill Settle, Jan
& Roger Small; week of March 26:
Laurie & Bill Stirling, Margaret
Strange, Susan & Ralph Swan.

Taizé Prayer Service
A Taizé Prayer Service involves
sung and spoken prayers, meditation,
periods of silence, and liturgical readings. There is no preaching.
Our next Taizé Prayer Service will
be on Sunday, March 26, 6:30 pm.

Join us for an evening of reflection
amid a calming, candle-lit setting.

An Exercise in Yoga
Yoga is a group of physical, mental,
and spiritual practices or disciplines
which originated in ancient India. It
strengthens and stretches the muscles, as well as the spirit.
Jane Thomas leads a Christian
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yoga class on Mondays, 9:30-10:30
am. Bring a mat, a blanket (optional),
and wear comfortable clothing. The
class is designed for beginners of all
ages and fitness levels.

T H E A M B A S S A DO R

Lent
Lent is the 40 days between Ash
Wednesday and Easter (excluding
Sundays). In the early church, it was
the time when new Christians were
taught and prepared for baptism. It
was an opportunity for those who had
wandered to recommit their lives to
Christ. It begins with Ash Wednesday
(March 1 this year), which is an opportunity to be marked with ashes as
a sign of our mortality, as a reminder
of our sinfulness, and as a sign of
humility.
In some traditions, Christians are
encouraged to give up something for
Lent to honor what Christ gave up for
us. It is also appropriate to commit to
doing something extra during this
season.
Looking for ways to mark the season of Lent and remember Christ’s
journey to the cross? Consider these
ideas:
 Participate in adult study on Rob
Fuquay’s Take the Flag on













Wednesdays at 2:00 pm or 6:30
pm.
Invite a friend to church. There
are brochures about our Lenten
plans that you can give to someone who might be interested.
Give up half an hour of TV or
computer time and instead spend
it in prayer and devotional reading.
Read through one (or more) of
the Gospels.
Each day find something in your
house to donate.
Don’t buy anything you don’t
need.
Show kindness to strangers: hold
open a door, let them get in front
of you in the checkout line, etc.
Once a week (or more often)
write a letter/note to someone
who has had a positive impact on
your life.
Be generous with compliments,









especially to family members you
may take for granted.
Avoid complaining.
Have meatless meals.
Avoid eating out. Donate the
money you save to One Great
Hour of Sharing.
Pray the Prayer of St. Francis,
the Serenity Prayer, or some
other prayer daily.
Practice random acts of kindness.
Read through the Psalms.
Reflect on a brief passage of
Scripture while you go for a walk.

Adult Education
Several years ago during Lent we
did a series by Rob Fuquay called
The God We Can Know. It was well
received, so this year we are going to
do his new series, Take the Flag.
This series looks at the 7 flags of auto
racing and the signals they send to
the drivers. It then compares them to
the signals God sends us in our spiritual lives. The study will be offered at
2:00 pm and 6:30 pm on Wednesdays, and features videos that include

interviews with racing professionals
reflecting on their spiritual lives. Join
us as we ponder together the life of
faith.

Sharing Christ Among Us
Financial Update
Thank you to all who pledged this
year and your faithful support of
Delta. Because you give, we are able
to provide opportunities for spiritual
growth for all ages
Reminder: we are still receiving
offerings to rebuild the Eaton Fund
after using it to pay for the critter
damage.
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Financial Update as of Feb. 28, 2017
Pledged to date

$29,666.66

Rec’d to date

$28,595.50
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Cause to Rejoice

Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I
will say, Rejoice! Philippians 4:4
God continues to be at work among
us, and we have many reasons to
rejoice.
We rejoice in the new adult education series, Take the Flag, which we
are offering through Lent.
We rejoice in the strength of our
music program, and the wonderful
music both Celebration Choir and the
Bellievers offer in our worship services.
We rejoice in the hard work of the

Property Team and the hours they
put in maintaining our aging building.
They have purchased a new first aid
kit (located by the Commitment Center) and are planning to purchase an
AED soon.
We rejoice in the birth of Eli and
Jackson Bishop on February 1. Even
though they were born early, they are
healthy and doing well. Proud parents
are Steve and Jackie Bishop. Grandmother is Lisa Dingwell, and greatgrandparents are Jack and Sharon
VanCourt. They also join sisters Jillien, Briahna, and Grace.
We rejoice that Joe Frick volunteered to serve as treasurer, and for
the hours he is giving to the task.
We rejoice in our increased presence on FaceBook, as we intentionally post items about what is going on
several times a week. We continue to
encourage you to like and share the

posts, as this increases our visibility.
We rejoice in our finalized budget,
which greatly reduced our deficit and
is more realistic with regards to our
projected income.
We rejoice in your faithful stewardship. As of the end of February we
have received $28,595.50 of the
pledged to date $29,666.66. This puts
us ahead of where we were a year
ago at this time.
We rejoice in the anticipated return
of our snowbirds. Each year the number of our members going south for
the winter grows. We know that
spring will soon be upon us and that
they will back with us.
What gives you cause to rejoice?
Let Wendy or Ellen know and we will
include it here next month.

Showing Christ Around Us
Fellowship Meal
Our monthly Fellowship Meals continue with a Good Old Presbyterian
Potluck on Sunday, March 19. Please
let us know what kind of dish you will
be bringing. There is a sign-up sheet

at the Commitment Center. This will
also let us know the number of people that plan to attend.

Friday Night Fun
The challenge of doing ministry with
older children is that they lead busy
lives, and fitting into their schedules
can be challenging. To make it easier
for them to participate, for the remainder of this program year we will be
holding the program for 5th- 8th graders on a different night than the program for our younger participants.
The younger group will gather on Friday night March 10 to consider the
Fruit of the Spirit of gentleness. The
older group will meet 2 weeks later on
March 24. In April the younger group
will meet April 28, which will be their
final gathering of the year and will
conclude our consideration of the
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Fruits of the Spirit with self-control.
The older group will skip April and
gather on May 12. Watch FaceBook
for more information. There is now a
FaceBook page for Friday Night Fun,
so check it out. All Friday Night Fun
events start at 6:00 pm.

T H E A M B A S S A DO R

One Great Hour of Sharing
Around the world, millions of people
lack access to sustainable food
sources, clean water, sanitation, education, and opportunity. Each gift to
One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS)
helps to improve the lives of people in
challenging situations. OGHS is the
single, largest way that Presbyterians
come together every year to work for
a better world.
One Great Hour of Sharing, received during the season of Lent,

makes a difference in the world
through three impactful programs:
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, the
Presbyterian Hunger Program, and
Self-Development of People. You
may use the special envelopes available at the Commitment Center, or
the special envelope in your pledge
envelope packet. Please make
checks payable to Delta Presbyterian
Church and the church will send one
check to Presbytery for OGHS.

Easter Garden
Easter Garden order forms are
available at the Commitment Center.
Prices are the same as last year: tulips, daffodils and hyacinths are
$12.00 each and Easter lilies are
$13.00 each. You may order flowers

in honor of or in memory of a loved one, or
you may sign up to
bring your own potted
flowers. The deadline
for ordering flowers is

Sunday, March 26. If you are bringing
your own flowers, they need to be at
the church by Friday, April 14.

Mad Hatters
The “Mad Hatters” are gathering
Monday afternoons for conversation
and to knit and crochet hats that will
be distributed to various mission projects, including cancer patients. We
gather downstairs in the comfortable
chairs and couches of the room the
La Leche League uses. Join us as we

enjoy the fellowship and create hats.
There are knitting needles, crochet
hooks, patterns, yarn, and a comfortable seat waiting for you. There are
also consultants available to answer
your questions. If you want more information, contact Flora at 517-7080529.

Kids Hope USA
One simple thing will make a difference in the life of an at-risk child:
one-on-one, positive attention from a
responsible, caring adult. Kids Hope
mentors spend just one hour per
week reading, talking, playing, and

listening to a child at school. If you
are interested in mentoring to an atrisk child, please contact Jane Thomas, 321-4247

Mariners in Mission
Mariners in Mission is a service
group of volunteers from around the
country who get together each year to
help with projects at colleges, seminaries, boarding schools, disaster
sites, and camp and conference centers throughout the United States.
This group is planning three mission
trips this year. The first is at Nacome
VOLUME 19, ISSUE 2

(near Pleasantville, TN) March 11-18.
The second is at Ferncliff (near Little
Rock, Arkansas) May 8-14. The third
is September 17-23 at Sawtooth in
Idaho. Questions? Ask Frank Jackson.
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Michigan Presbyterian Pilgrimage
Suddenly the crowd was silent and
all eyes turned to the sky in awe. A
bald eagle soared over the lake right
in front of them and then returned
with wings outstretched to make another amazing flight going in the other
direction.

There was a large crowd gathered
by the lake. It was the end of a long
day and the women and men were
tired, but uplifted by all they had done
and learned that day. They were hungry and waiting to eat. They knew
they might have to wait a bit longer as
this was a special meal. They would
be celebrating the love they were
feeling for each other and the renewed presence of God in their lives.

This was our last full day at Michigan Presbyterian Pilgrimage. The
beauty of the natural surroundings
with that majestic bird performing for
us was just one more moment in so
many special moments we had
shared. We had sung, laughed,
prayed, sung, cried, listened,
laughed, eaten, discussed, sung,
laughed and made new friends. We
were never put on the spot about
anything – what we believe, how well
we knew the bible, whether we sang
on key, or anything else. There were

several ministers there we could talk
with if we wanted and so many others
from whom we had felt love from the
first moment we saw them. They
were willing to listen whenever we
wanted.
Pilgrimage happens twice a year
and this spring will begin with dinner
on Thursday, April 27, 2017 and end
early afternoon on Sunday, the 30th.
This will all take place in Sturgis, MI,
at the Amigo Center, a Mennonite
retreat center, which is clean, comfortable and has great food. To learn
more about it go online to Michigan
Presbyterian Pilgrimage, check with
the church office or call 517-2560363.

Personal Needs Closet
The Personal Needs Closet is a
joint ministry of North Westminster
Presbyterian Church and Christian
Services, Love INC. The closet provides personal products to those in
need. Bring your donations of deodorant, dish soap, paper towels, toilet

paper, tissues, shampoo, laundry
detergent, soap, toothpaste,
toothbrushes and feminine hygiene
products to Delta on the third Sunday
of the month and deposit them in the
wooden box at the top of the basement stairs (in the coat closet).

Under His Wings by Patsy Clairmont
This delightful book
is about our
feeling the
need to hide
because of
our sins and
guilt. This
book provides appropriate scriptures to assist all of us
to become
stronger and
building a strong relationship with
God. Several stories are provided on
how the characters were suffering
because of what they were hiding; but
finally gaining the strength to deal
with the problem and moving forward
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(Found in the Health/Healing Section)

in a much safer and healthy daily life.
This book is filled with wonderful
stories, great jokes, and amusing
poetry. Two examples follow:
A Pastor’s Prayer – Page 96
Lord, fill mouth
With worthwhile stuff
And nudge me
When I’ve said enough
Page 31
When God was creating the animals, a group of angels remarked
that it looked like fun, so God let
them form a committee and create
one animal. The committee created
the platypus – an animal with the
bill of a duck, the fur of an otter,
and tail of a beaver, and the feet of
a frog.
“Enough!” said God, and ever since

then there have been no committees in heaven.
Page 162
Pastor Ervin G Roorda of the Third
Reformed Church of Holland, MI,
found in several church bulletins
these answers that children had
provided during Sunday School
classes:
“Noah’s wife was called Joan of
Ark.”
“Lot’s wife was a pillar of salt by
day, and a ball of fire at night.”
“Holy acrimony is another name for
marriage.”
Check out this book as well as
others in the church library downstairs.

T H E A M B A S S A DO R

March 2017
Sun

Mon

5

6

1st Sunday in Lent
Change for Change
10 am Worship

9:30 am Yoga
3 pm Mad Hatters
6:30 pm Spiritual
Life

12

13

2nd Sunday in Lent
Advent House
10 am Worship

9:30 am Yoga
3 pm Mad Hatters
6 pm Resources

Tue

7

14

Wed

Thu

1

2

Ash Wednesday
9:30 am Quilting
10 am Property
Team
2 pm Adult Ed/
Worship
6:30 pm Adult Ed/
Worship

6:30 pm Bellievers
6:30 pm LAP
7:30 pm Celebration Choir

8
9:30 am Quilting
10 am La Leche
2 pm Adult Ed
6:30 pm Adult Ed

Fri

Sat

3

4

9

10

11

7:30 pm Celebration Choir

6 pm Friday
Night Fun

Presbytery

15

16

17

18

9 am Arts & Spirit
9:30 am Quilting
2 pm Adult Ed
6:30 pm Adult Ed

6:30 pm Bellievers
7:30 pm Celebration Choir

Daylight saving time
begins

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

3rd Sunday in Lent
Personal Needs
10 am Worship/
Communion
11:15 am Fellowship Meal

9:30 am Yoga
3 pm Mad Hatters
6:30 pm Deacons
7 pm OCD
Support Group

6:30 pm La Leche

6:130pm Bellievers
7:30 pm Celebration Choir

6 pm FNF
Submerge

La Leche
Retreat

Ambassador
Deadline

9:30 am Quilting
10 am La Leche
2 pm Adult Ed
6:30 pm Adult Ed

26

27

28

29

30

31

4th Sunday in Lent
10 am Worship
Annual Congregational Meeting

9:30 am Yoga
3 pm Mad Hatters
6:30 pm Session

9:30 am Quilting
2 pm Adult Ed
6:30 pm Adult Ed

6:30 pm Bellievers
7:30 pm Celebration Choir

6:30 pm Taizé
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April 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

5th Sunday in Lent
Change for Change
10 am Worship

9:30 am Yoga
3 pm Mad Hatters
6:30 pm Spiritual
Life

9

10

Passion/Palm
Sunday
Advent House
10 am Worship

9:30 am Yoga
3 pm Mad Hatters
6 pm Resources
7 pm Mission

16

17

Easter
Personal Needs
8:15-9:15 am
Easter Breakfast
10 am Worship

9:30 am Yoga
3 pm Mad Hatters
6:30 pm Deacons
7 pm OCD
Support Group

4

5

6

9:30 am Quilting
10 am Property
Team
2 pm Adult Ed
6:30 pm Adult Ed

6:30 pm Bellievers
6:30 pm LAP
7:30 pm Celebration
Choir

12
9:30 am Quilting
10 am La Leche

18
6:30 pm La Leche

11

Ambassador
Deadline
Wendy

23

24

2nd Sunday of
Easter
10 am Worship led
by our Youth

9:30 am Yoga
3 pm Mad Hatters
6:30 pm Session

25

7

8

13

14

15

Maundy Thursday
7 pm Worship/
Communion

Good Friday
12-3 pm
Prayer Vigil

10 am Decorate Church

19

20

21

22

9 am Arts & Spirit
9:30 am Quilting
2 pm Adult Ed
6:30 pm Adult Ed

6:30 pm Bellievers
7:30 pm Celebration
Choir

29

Vacation

26

27

28

9:30 am Quilting
10 am La Leche

6:30pm Bellievers
7:30 pm Celebration
Choir

6 pm Friday
Night Fun

6:30 pm Taizé

30
3rd Sunday of
Easter
10 am Worship

Page 8

T H E A M B A S S A DO R

Birthdays
Mar 2

Jack Keys

Mar 27 Read Ross

Apr 27 Dean Pope

Mar 4

Mary Jarrard

Apr 28 Ann Ryan

Mar 7

Ginny Probst
Georgia Brown

Mar 28 Julie Boedeker
Frank Jackson

Mar 11 Terri Westmoreland

Apr 5

Mary Jo Kelley

Mar 15 Wendy Benezette

Apr 8

Savannah Wright

Mar 18 Jan Beglin

Apr 9

Mary Mead

Mar 19 Roger Small

Apr 14 Cindy Schilling

Mar 21 Jo Seppala
Bill Stirling

Apr 17 Luci Kull

Mar 24 Sharon VanCourt
Mar 26 Bonnie Reemsnyder
Lena Pratt

Apr 29 Richard Mead

Mar 31 Doug Dykstra

Apr 19 Ciarah Fech
Apr 21 Fran Johnston
Apr 22 Fred Alhaddad

Servants
Lay Leaders
Mar 5 Frank Jackson
Mar 12 Cory McElwee
Mar 19 Maureen Dykstra
Mar 26 Sharon VanCourt
Apr 2
Apr 9
Apr 16
Apr 30

Welcome Visitor Greeters
Mar 5 Kris Fry
Mar 12 Jan Small
Mar 19 David Brock
Mar 26 Terri Westmoreland

Joe Frick
Sue Keys
Meredith Jackson
Art Kelley

Door Greeters
Mar 5 VanCourt/Bishop
Mar 12 Seppala
Mar 19 Reemsnyder
Mar 26 Knapp

A Way Out
Because possums are known for
having trouble crossing the road, you
might think the animals aren’t particularly bright. Yet they’re reportedly
smart enough to enter a hole only if
two sets of tracks lead in and out. If
only one set of tracks exists, a possum won’t enter.
The grave was a hole with one set
of tracks, and even the bravest souls
feared to go in. But on Easter, Jesus
came out of the grave, stripping it of
its terror. We can approach death
confidently, knowing that our Savior
conquered it—and provides a way
out.
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(story from Newsletter Newsletter,
April 2012)
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CHURCH STAFF
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________________________________

“We are ambassadors for Christ, God making
His appeal through us.” II Cor 5:20 .

We’re on the Web!
www.deltapresby.org

Looking Ahead in Worship
Wednesday, Mar. 1
Ash Wednesday
Adult Ed/Worship 2:00 pm, 6:30 pm
Romans 10:5-13
Let the Race Begin

Congregational Meeting
Matthew 14:13-27
Distractions and Priorities

Sunday, Apr. 23
Holy Humor Sunday
Youth will lead worship

Taizé Prayer Worship, 6:30 pm

Taizé Prayer Worship, 6:30 pm

Sunday, Mar. 5
First Sunday in Lent
Change for Change
Hebrews 12:1-13
Beginning the Race

Sunday, Apr. 2
5th Sunday in Lent
Change for Change
Philippians 3:2-16
Pressing on the Goal

Sunday, Apr. 30
3rd Sunday of Easter
1 Peter 1:17-23
Luke 24:13-35
God’s Ending Word

Sunday, Mar 12
2nd Sunday in Lent
Advent House
(Daylight Saving Time begins)
Matthew 4:1-11
Avoiding Distractions

Sunday, Apr. 9
Passion/Palm Sunday
Advent House
Luke 22:39-46
Strength for Hard Times

Sunday, Mar. 19
3rd Sunday in Lent
Personal Needs
Communion
Luke 17:11-19
Time for Compassion and Thanksgiving
Sunday, Mar. 26
4th Sunday in Lent

Thursday, Apr. 13
Maundy Thursday, 7:00 Worship
Communion
Sunday, Apr. 16
Easter
Personal Needs
Easter Breakfast 8:15-9:15 am
Matthew 28:1-10
Snatching Victory From the Jaws
of Defeat

