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Living Into Our Vision
Recently I was working
on a report for the General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church. One
of the questions it asked
was “How many different
individuals (nonmembers)
do you estimate that your
congregation served or
ministered to this year
through its various ministries
(events, programs, outreach, and visitors)?” Ellen
and I quickly
came up with
over 500 individuals, and since then,
we have thought of several more things we didn’t
include (like the bazaar,
yoga, and concessions.)
We were surprised by
how quickly the numbers

added up. We continue to
find new ways to show
Christ around us, including the Mad Hatters and
the new program for older
kids at Friday Night Fun.
Mission, which has
been such an important
part of our identity
throughout our history,

continues to grow. It is
growing in new directions,
more participatory directions, as our building and
grounds are used more
frequently and as we do
more hands-on work. We

are hearing more stories
of the impact we are having, from those who have
received quilts from our
quilters, from shelters
who have received socks
and hats from us, and
from the groups that use
our building for their gatherings. We received two
awards for our
mission work in
2016, from the
area Girl Scouts
for our support
of their activities, and from
Delta Township
for the Community Garden. We truly are
living into our vision as we
find new ways to show
Christ around us.

Fellowship Meal-February 26
Delta’s monthly Fellowship Meal on February 26
will be a Souper Bowl
special. Besides having a
wonderful meal of soups,
breads, and desserts, we
are asking the congregation to contribute monetarily to help feed the

needy in the Lansing
area. All funds donated
will be sent to the Greater
Lansing Food Bank.
The Fellowship Meal
sign-up sheet will be at
the Commitment Center
the first Sunday in February.
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Words From Wendy
I was recently a part of a wonderful
meeting. It was amazing, because it
was a meeting most pastors dread.
After ending last year with a budget
deficit, we gathered to look at ways to
adjust the 2017 budget. The Gathering Room was full, as the Resource
Committee, Session, and moderators
gathered to look at the budget. We
started with prayer, and then began
to consider the challenges before us.
While pledges and giving are down
some, it does not reflect a decline in
our ministry. Our ministry continues to
grow, and we added two new ministries in 2016, expanding Friday Night
Fun to include youth, and starting the
Mad Hatters. We also opened our

doors to a third Girl Scout troop and
two new groups, a spiritual direction
group and a quilting group. Our decline in giving can be traced to retirements, people moving, and deaths.
We continue to be a vital congregation, engaged in important ministry in
our community.
At our budget meeting, we collaborated, and various groups voluntarily
offered to cut their budgets. Working
together, guided by the Holy Spirit,
we shared in the sacrifices and found
a way to be good stewards of the
resources God has entrusted to our
care. Once our treasurer, Joe Frick,
gets the changes we made into the
budget, we will have copies available

on the Commitment Center.
It is a joy to work with leadership
that is able to trust God and find solutions in the face of challenges. I’m
excited to see how God will use us in
this coming year.

Strengthening Christ in Us
Lent: The Race of Faith

Lent is a season set aside to reflect
on our relationship with God and focus on strengthening it. It is a time to
prepare for our marking of Christ’s
suffering and death, and his triumph
over death on Easter Sunday.

It begins on Ash Wednesday, which
will be March 1 this year. During Lent
both adult education and worship will
focus on racing. For adult ed., we will
be using the series Take the Flag by
Rob Fuquay. He was the author of
the popular series we did several
years ago, The God We Can Know.
Take the Flag focuses on the flags
of auto racing, and uses them to reflect on God’s signals to us. It is subtitled Following God’s Signals in the
Race of Your Life. It includes a DVD
with reflections by Rob Fuquay and
various racing professionals. There is
a book that goes with it, but you don’t
have to read the book to participate in
the study and discussion. Adult ed.

will meet on Wednesdays at 2:00 pm
and 6:30 pm. On Ash Wednesday,
March 1, the study will be in the context of a worship service which will
include the imposition of ashes for
those who desire it.
Sunday mornings we will focus on
The Race of Faith, based on Hebrews 12:1-2: “…(L)et us run with
perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer
and perfecter of our faith....” We will
be looking at how Jesus lived and
dealt with the race of his life for ideas
on how we can live our lives.
Plan now to join us as we seek to
strengthen Christ in us during Lent
this year.

“Let Us Pray”
In the heart of winter, pray for those
who don’t have adequate clothing
and shelter. Pray that the socks we
are donating would be for them a sign
of God’s love. Also, include the following families in your prayers: week
of February 5: Mary Meier, Jean
Metzger, Gloria Miller; week of Febru-
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ary 12: Elizabeth Nichols, Bob &
Ginny Noble, Jan Oudbier; wk of February 19: Kathy Peters, Dean Pope,
Lena Pratt; week of February 26:
Wendy Pratt, Ginny Probst, Gary &
Bonnie Reemsnyder.

T H E A M B A S S A DO R

Session/Deacon Retreat
The session and deacons spent a
Monday evening and most of the day
on a Saturday at the church reflecting
on our ministry and planning for this
coming year. As part of our educational component, we looked at the
diversity in the church generationally
and in terms of personality, and we
looked at the changes taking place in
our society and the impact that has
on the congregation. The definition of
active member has changed. At one
time, that meant attending every Sunday. Today, active membership can
mean once or twice a month. We
have an increasing number of people
who spend a significant amount of
time in the south in the winter and/or
up north in the summer. More of our
members are traveling on weekends
to spend time with grandchildren.
Even with these challenges, our
ministry continues to grow. We talked
about all of the things that are working well, (see details in Cause to Rejoice). We talked about all the volunteers we have, and the hours they put
in. We talked about the ways we are
communicating that work well, like

putting new items in boxes in the announcements, and the outdoor sign.
There are those who appreciate the
fact that the announcements are now
in the middle of the service instead of
at the very beginning. We also appreciate the congregation’s openness to
trying new things.

As we looked at the adjustments
that we want to make in this coming
year, we continue to see communication as a major need. We are going to
work on making use of FaceBook
more to communicate what’s going
on and tell stories of our ministry. We
will also work on making more use of
the website. We want to focus more

on telling stories, and letting you see
what your financial support is enabling. At the retreat, Sharon VanCourt
told the story of delivering socks and
hats to Siren Shelter in Charlotte.
They were delighted, especially with
the socks, since 90% of their residents come without any socks.
We also talked about the
importance of communicating with you more regarding our finances. We
had a faith budget last
year, with it showing a
potential deficit of
$19,036.29. Thanks to
your good stewardship
and generosity, we improved on this, yet we still
had a deficit of
$11,036.78. This year we want to
share the stories of what your gifts
make possible and the challenges we
face as we balance financial needs
and priorities.
We encourage you to invite your
friends and neighbors to “Come and
see” what God is doing in and
through us here at Delta.

Church Opportunities
Join us for an evening of silence,
Scripture, music, and reflection amid
a calming, candle-lit setting.

Taizé Prayer Service
Our next Taizé Prayer Service will
be on Sunday, February 26, 6:30 pm.

An Exercise in Yoga
Jane Thomas leads a Christian
yoga class on Mondays, 9:30-10:30
am. Bring a mat, a blanket (optional),
and wear comfortable clothing. The
class is designed for beginners of all
ages and fitness levels.

Mariners in Mission
Mariners in Mission is a service
group of volunteers from around the
country who get together each year to
help with projects at colleges, seminaries, boarding schools, disaster
sites, and camp and conference centers throughout the United States.
This group is planning three mission
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trips this year. The first is at Nacome
(near Pleasantville, TN) March 11-18.
The second is at Ferncliff (near Little
Rock, Arkansas) May 8-14. The third
is September 17-23 at Sawtooth in
Idaho. Questions? Ask Frank Jackson.
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Michigan Presbyterian Pilgrimage

There was a large crowd gathered
by the lake. It was the end of a long
day and the women and men were
tired, but uplifted by all they had done
and learned that day. They were hungry and waiting to eat. They knew
they might have to wait a bit longer as
this was a special meal. They would
be celebrating the love they were
feeling for each other and the re-

newed presence of God in their lives.
Suddenly the crowd was silent and
all eyes turned to the sky in awe. A
bald eagle soared over the lake right
in front of them and then returned
with wings outstretched to make another amazing flight going in the other
direction.
This was our last full day at Michigan Presbyterian Pilgrimage. The
beauty of the natural surroundings
with that majestic bird performing for
us was just one more moment in so
many special moments we had
shared. We had sung, laughed,
prayed, sung, cried, listened,
laughed, eaten, discussed, sung,
laughed and made new friends. We
were never put on the spot about
anything – what we believe, how well
we knew the bible, whether we sang

on key, or anything else. There were
several ministers there we could talk
with if we wanted and so many others
from whom we had felt love from the
first moment we saw them. They
were willing to listen whenever we
wanted.
Pilgrimage happens twice a year
and this spring will begin with dinner
on Thursday, April 27, 2017 and end
early afternoon on Sunday, the 30th.
This will all take place in Sturgis, MI,
at the Amigo Center, a Mennonite
retreat center, which is clean, comfortable and has great food. To learn
more about it go online to Michigan
Presbyterian Pilgrimage, check with
the church office or call 517-2560363.

Sharing Christ Among Us
Cause to Rejoice
Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I
will say, Rejoice! Philippians 4:4
God continues to work in and through
us, and we have many reasons to
rejoice.
We took some time at the session/
deacon gatherings in December and
January to reflect on 2016 and what
we accomplished during that year.
We rejoice in our growing mission:
 New last year was a sock drive,
which collected over 600 pairs
for distribution in the Lansing
area.
 We expanded Friday Night Fun,
and are now including youth in
the program.
 We started the Mad Hatters, a
group that gathers Monday afternoon to knit and crochet hats
for distribution to cancer patients
and those in need.
We rejoice in the care groups, and
the care for members that has come
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through them.
We rejoice in the Caring and Sharing events the Deacons sponsored,
which dealt with issues of aging, including end of life decision making
and wills and trusts.
We rejoice in the fellowship meals
and events the Deacons coordinated
to allow us to spend time together.
We rejoice in the Bellievers and the
Celebration Choir, and all they add to
our worship.
We rejoice in the concession
stand, and both the fellowship and
income it provides.
We rejoice in the quilters, and the
families they touched through the
quilts they have made for veterans in
hospice care.
We rejoice in the Community Garden and the Prayer Trail, which have
brought members of the community
onto our grounds.
We rejoice in the monthly Taizé
worship services.
We rejoice in the Monday morning

Yoga group.
We rejoice in the commitment of
our elders and deacons, who spent a
warm, sunny Saturday in the church
basement working together on this
coming year.
We rejoice in time well spent reflecting on the past year and looking
forward to the coming year.
What gives you cause to rejoice?
Let us know in the office and we’ll
include it next month.

T H E A M B A S S A DO R

Deacon Salute-Flora Gilbert
Delta welcomes one of our new
members, Flora Gilbert. Flora was
raised in Dimondale as a Presbyterian. She married and raised three
daughters, Melinda, Kristen and
Becky. Converting to Methodist when
she married, Flora later went to an
Evangelical church.
Her husband passed away one week
shy of their 40th Anniversary. Flora
now has five grandchildren, from age
5 to 22.
Flora, her husband, and their
daughters moved several times to
different states due to her husband’s
work as a Food Processor Inspector.

She was privileged to be a stay-athome wife and mother.
Flora’s mother taught her to sew
and crochet at age 9 or 10. She even
made her own wedding dress. She
has been fighting back from a stroke
and is able to sew again and work on
crocheting. Flora does this with God’s
help and hopes to be a beacon for
others that have adversities in their
lives. She is instrumental in starting
our Mad Hatters crocheting and knitting group.
Moving next door to Delta Presbyterian Church a day after her 54th wedding anniversary, she says that life

has come full circle. She enjoys the
fellowship that we offer. Delta is a
place where everyone is outgoing
and Flora is happy to be here. That
makes us all happy, too, to have
Flora as part of our Delta family.

Showing Christ Around Us
Friday Night Fun
We are having a
great time with the
two Friday Night
Fun groups. The
first group is for
children age 3
(and potty-trained)
through grade 4.
The second group is for those in
grades 5-8.

This season we are talking about
the Fruits of the Spirit. In January, we
discussed “Kindness”. On Friday,
February 10, we will discuss
“Faithfulness”, using the Dr. Seuss
book, Horton Hatches the Egg, as our
example. The children will participate
in activities that reinforce the idea of
being “...faithful, one-hundred percent.” The fun starts at 6:00 pm and

ends at 9:00 pm. Reservations for the
children need to be in by 3:00 pm on
Wednesday, February 8.
We also need volunteers to help
with the activities. If you are willing to
help, please sign the Friday Night
Fun sheet at the Commitment Center,
or call the church office at 321-3569.

Mad Hatters
The “Mad Hatters” are gathering
Monday afternoons for conversation
and to knit and crochet hats that will
be distributed to various mission projects including cancer patients. We
gather downstairs in the comfortable
chairs and couches of the room the
La Leche League uses. Join us as we

enjoy the fellowship and create hats.
There are knitting needles, crochet
hooks, patterns, yarn, and a comfortable seat waiting for you. There are
also consultants available to answer
your questions. If you want more information, contact Flora at 517-7080529.

Kids Hope USA
One simple thing will make a difference in the life of an at-risk child:
one-on-one, positive attention from a
responsible, caring adult. Kids Hope
mentors spend just one hour per
week reading, talking, playing, and
listening to a child at school. If you
are interested in mentoring to an atVOLUME 19 ISSUE 1

risk child, please contact Jane Thomas,
321-4247
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Library Corner
Too Busy Not to Pray (found in the Prayer section)
For over two decades Too Busy Not
to Pray has stood as a classic on
prayer, helping Christians all over the
world slow down to draw near to God.
During those years, the world certainly hasn't slowed down. If anything,
the pace, intensity and number of
distractions have only increased. Brokenness and pain seem to have increased as well, with news of civil
war, poverty, broken families and sex
-trafficking touching us daily. The urgent need for prayer is clear, but
busyness still keeps many of us from
finding time to pray.
Two truths haven't changed in all
these years: God is the same power-

ful, just, holy God he's always been;
and true prayer―prayer that changes
us and allows us to participate in
God's work in the world―can't happen on the fly. So Bill Hybels once
again offers us his practical, timetested ideas on slowing down to pray.
Revised throughout and including a
new introduction and new chapter on
prayer and compassion for the world,
this twentieth-anniversary edition
of Too Busy Not to Pray calls both
young and old to make prayer a priority, and broadens our vision for what
our eternal, powerful God does when
we slow down to pray.

Unveiled-A Novel (found in the Novel section)
In the first of five novels on the
women of the Bible, Rivers draws on
the Bible’s brief mention of Tamar to
create a tribute to hope. Tamar is
sold as a child to be the bride of
Judah’s oldest son, Er. When Er dies,
Tamar believes that he was struck
down by God for pride and arrogance. According to custom, she is
given Onan, one of Er’s brothers, as
husband to beget a son in Er’s memory. When Onan refuses her rights,
he too falls dead. The third brother,
Shelah, is deemed too young to be a
husband, but when Judah promises

Tamar a child when the boy grows
up, she lives on hope for years. When
she realizes that Judah has no intention of keeping his promise, she
dresses as a temple prostitute and
seduces him. After being threatened
with death because of her disgraceful
pregnancy, Tamar forces Judah to
honor his promise. In return, she
bears twin sons, Zerah and Perez, a
forefather of Jesus. The different mores and customs of Tamar’s time take
some adjustment for a modern mindset, but a glimpse into what might
have happened is worth the effort.

Lydia-A Novel (found in the Novel section)
Bestselling author Lois
Henderson
weaves the
brief New
Testament
account of
Lydia, the
seller of
purple in
Acts 16:14,
into a color-
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ful and biblically accurate novel.
Creatively filling in the gaps and vividly portraying this drama of faith and
salvation, the author tells a story that
pulses with excitement, while giving
us a fascinating look at the life and
times of ancient Macedonia.
Lydia was a successful and influential business woman in Philippi--a
beautiful town thriving under Roman
rule. But more significantly, she was
the seeker after truth who became
Paul's first Christian convert in

Europe. It was her home that nurtured the church of Philippi, whose
members were later referred to by
Paul as his 'joy and crown.' And it
was to her home that Paul and Silas
came after their miraculous release
from prison.
The author's familiarity with the period adds authenticity to the story,
supplying true-to-history details of
everyday life and sparkling dialogue
for the very human characters.

T H E A M B A S S A DO R

February 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

7

Wed

Thu

1

2

9:30 am Quilting
10 am Property
Team

6:15 pm Bellievers
6:30 pm LAP
7:30 pm Celebration Choir

8
9:30 am Quilting
10 am La Leche

Fri

Sat

3

4

9

10

11

6:15 pm Bellievers
7:30 pm Celebration Choir

6 pm Friday
Night Fun

17

18

24

25

5

6

5th Sunday after
Epiphany
Change for Change
10 am Worship

9:30 am Yoga
3 pm Mad Hatters
6:30 pm Spiritual
Life

12

13

14

15

16

6th Sunday after
Epiphany
Advent House
10 am Worship

9:30 am Yoga
3 pm Mad Hatters
6 pm Resources
7 pm Mission

Valentine’s Day

9:30 am Quilting

6:15 pm Bellievers
7:30 pm Celebration Choir

22

23

Ambassador
Deadline

19

20

21

7th Sunday after
Epiphany
Personal Needs
10 am Worship

Presidents’ Day
9:30 am Yoga
3 pm Mad Hatters
6:30 pm Deacons
7 pm OCD
Support Group

6:30 pm La Leche 9:30 am Quilting
10 am La Leche

26

27

28

Transfiguration of
the Lord
10 am Worship/
Communion
Fellowship Meal

9:30 am Yoga
3 pm Mad Hatters
6:30 pm Session

6:15 pm Bellievers
7:30 pm Celebration Choir

6:30 pm Taizé
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March 2017
Sun

Mon

5

6

1st Sunday in Lent
Change for Change
10 am Worship

9:30 am Yoga
3 pm Mad Hatters
6:30 pm Spiritual
Life

12

13

2nd Sunday in Lent
Advent House
10 am Worship

9:30 am Yoga
3 pm Mad Hatters
6 pm Resources
7 pm Mission

Tue

7

14

Wed

Thu

1

2

Ash Wednesday
9:30 am Quilting
10 am Property
Team
2 pm Adult Ed/
Worship
6:30 pm Adult Ed/
Worship

6:15 pm Bellievers
6:30 pm LAP
7:30 pm Celebration Choir

8
9:30 am Quilting
10 am La Leche
2 pm Adult Ed
6:30 pm Adult Ed

Fri

Sat

3

4

9

10

11

6:15 pm Bellievers
7:30 pm Celebration Choir

6 pm Friday
Night Fun

Presbytery

15

16

17

18

9:30 am Quilting
2 pm Adult Ed
6:30 pm Adult Ed

6:15 pm Bellievers
7:30 pm Celebration Choir

24

25

Daylight saving time
begins

19

20

21

22

23

3rd Sunday in Lent
Personal Needs
10 am Worship/
Communion

9:30 am Yoga
3 pm Mad Hatters
6:30 pm Deacons
7 pm OCD
Support Group

6:30 pm La Leche

9:30 am Quilting
10 am La Leche
2 pm Adult Ed
6:30 pm Adult Ed

6:15 pm Bellievers
7:30 pm Celebration Choir

Ambassador
Deadline
Peer

26

27

4th Sunday in Lent
10 am Worship
Annual Congregational Meeting

9:30 am Yoga
3 pm Mad Hatters
6:30 pm Session

28

La Leche
Retreat

Group

29

30

9:30 am Quilting
2 pm Adult Ed
6:30 pm Adult Ed

6:15 pm Bellievers
7:30 pm Celebration Choir

31

6:30 pm Taizé
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Birthdays
Feb 2

Bob Potter

Mar 11 Terri Westmoreland

Feb 7

Julianne Hebert

Mar 15 Wendy Benezette

Feb 8

Bob Kull
Wendy Pratt

Mar 18 Jan Beglin

Feb 10 Kyle Dymond

Mar 19 Roger Small

Feb 11 Cris Cone

Mar 21 Jo Seppala
Bill Stirling

Feb 13 Elizabeth Nichols

Mar 24 Sharon VanCourt

Feb 27 Mary Ann Martin

Mar 26 Bonnie Reemsnyder
Lean Pratt

Feb 28 Brad Venman

Mar 27 Read Ross

Mar 2

Jack Keys

Mar 4

Mary Jarrard

Mar 28 Julie Boedeker
Frank Jackson

Mar 7

Ginny Probst
Georgia Brown

Mar 31 Doug Dykstra

Servants
Welcome Visitor Greeters
Feb 5 Kris Fry
Feb 12 Jan Small
Feb 19 David Brock
Feb 26 Terri Westmoreland

Lay Leaders
Feb 5 Sue Keys
Feb 12 Meredith Jackson
Feb 19 Art Kelley
Feb 26 Kathy Peters
Mar 5
Mar 12
Mar 19
Mar 26

Frank Jackson
Cory McElwee
Maureen Dykstra
Sharon VanCourt

Door Greeters
Feb 5 VanCourt/Bishop
Feb 12 Seppala
Feb. 19 Dykstra
Feb 26 Knapp

Per Capita
Each year all Presbyterian (USA)
churches are assessed a Per Capita
fee, based on their number of members. The amount for 2017 is $26.75
per member. We ask that each member of Delta help defray that cost by
contributing $26.75. There are special
envelopes in your 2017 packet of
pledge envelopes for that purpose, or
you can put your check in the offering
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plate and mark the check “Per Capita”. Thank you.
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The Ambassador
Delta Presbyterian Church
6100 W. Michigan Ave.
Lansing MI 48917
Phone: 517-321-3569
E-mail: office@deltapresby.org
FEBRUARY 2017
CHURCH STAFF
Pastor: Wendy S. Pratt
Admin. Asst.: Ellen Jackson
Clerk of Session: Sue Settle
Treasurer: Joe Frick
Accompanist: Frederick Alhaddad
Adult Choir Dir.: Mark McElwee
Handbell Choir Dir.: Sarah Dymond
Website Coordinator: Kyle Dymond
Kids Hope USA Program Dir.: Jane Thomas
Asst. Kids Hope USA Dir.: Cindy Schilling
Child Care Provider: Lauren Graham
Youth Leader: Cheyenne Storey

________________________________

“We are ambassadors for Christ, God making
His appeal through us.” II Cor 5:20 .

We’re on the Web!
www.deltapresby.org

Looking Ahead in Worship
Sunday, Feb. 5,
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany
Change for Change
1 Corinthians 2:1-16
Mathew 5:13-20
Wisdom and Spirit
Sunday, Feb. 12
6th Sunday after Epiphany
Advent House
Deuteronomy 30:15-20
1 Corinthians 3:1-9
Beyond Milk
Sunday, Feb. 19
7th Sunday after Epiphany
Personal Needs
1 Corinthians 3:10-11, 16-23
Matthew 5:38-48
Complete Love
Sunday, Feb. 26
Transfiguration of the Lord
Communion
Fellowship Meal-Soup & Bread
2 Peter 1:16-21
Matthew 17:1-9
Honor and Glory
Taizé Prayer Worship, 6:30 pm

Wednesday, Mar. 1
Ash Wednesday
Adult Ed/Worship
Romans 10:5-13
Let the Race Begin
Sunday, Mar. 5
First Sunday in Lent
Change for Change
Hebrews 12:1-13
Beginning the Race
Wednesday, Mar. 8
Adult Ed.
Matthew 4:1-11
Heeding the Cautions
Sunday, Mar 12
2nd Sunday in Lent
Advent House
(Daylight Saving Time begins)
Matthew 4:1-11
Avoiding Distractions
Wednesday, Mar. 15
Adult Ed
Matthew 20:29-34
Moving to the Outside Lane

Sunday, Mar. 19
3rd Sunday in Lent
Personal Needs
Communion
Luke 17:11-19
Time for Compassion and
Thanksgiving
Wednesday, Mar. 22
Adult Ed.
Luke 5:12-16
The Importance of Delay
Sunday, Mar. 26
4th Sunday in Lent
Congregational Meeting
Matthew 14:13-27
Distractions and Priorities
Taizé Prayer Worship, 6:30 pm
Wednesday, Mar. 29
Adult Ed.
Mark 9:42-48
When It’s Time to Leave the Race

