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Carol Cohen 
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Prayer Requests 

prayer@stbartspewaukee.com 

St. Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church 
ABOUT US 

We’re so glad you’re with us today. We’re a Christian Church: we believe Jesus is our Lord & 

Savior and the Bible is God’s Word for us. We’re an Episcopal Church in the Episcopal Diocese 

of Wisconsin which is part of the Anglican Communion dating back to the first Christians in 

England in the 2nd century A.D. 

Our Mission is helping everyone become who God created them to be. 
 

WELCOME 

If this is your first time here we’d love to say Thanks or answer any questions. You can call/text 

our pastor, Father Joel at (262) 725-2691 or email: pastor@stbartspewaukee.com.  
 

OUR WORSHIP SERVICE 

Everything you need today is in this bulletin. Our worship is a “liturgy” with two parts: THE 

WORD OF GOD and THE HOLY COMMUNION which all baptized Christians are welcome 

to receive, including children. 

KIDS 

Children are always welcome in the Sanctuary for the entire service (we don’t mind babies 

behaving like babies). 

Children’s Chapel is available for kids Pre-K through Elementary. They will follow the Teacher to 

the classroom in the south hallway at The Collect of the Day. They will return at The Peace. 
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The Opening Acclamation 

Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit . 

People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

Song of  Praise:  Love the Lord 

Love the Lord, your God, with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, 

and with all your strength. 

Love the Lord, your God, with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, 

and with all your strength. 

With all your heart, with all your soul 

With all your mind, with all your strength. 

Love the Lord, your God, with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, 

and with all your strength. 

With all your heart and with all your strength 

Celebrant: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 

are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 

may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Opening Hymn: Lo, What a Cloud      Blue Hymnal 545 

The Hymnal 1982 

The blue hymnal found in the pew racks is the collection of hymns, tunes, and service music 

authorized for use in the Episcopal Church. The Hymnal is a companion for the Book of Common 

Prayer, supporting the Lectionary and the Calendar. It includes service music and 720 hymns. The 

Hymnal is strongly founded on congregational singing. 

This summer we are going to sing the hymns that are in the hymnal from the hymnal. All other 

music will continue to have the lyrics for all other music in the printed worship bulletin. 

If you are new to The Hymnal: hymn numbers are found in bold in the hymnal. The first quarter 

of the book is service music, such as the Song of Praise and the Sanctus that we sing every Sunday. 

Service music has an “S” in front of the number. Hymns comprise the rest of the hymnal, bold 

numbers 1 - 720. There are no page numbers. Look for the hymn by its number, not its name. 
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O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: Grant us the fullness 

of your grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, may become partakers of your heavenly 

treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, for ever and ever. Amen.  

The Lessons (please be seated) 

A reading from the Prophet Jeremiah (32:1-3a, 6-15) 

The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord in the tenth year of King Zedekiah of Judah, which 

was the eighteenth year of Nebuchadrezzar. At that time the army of the king of Babylon was 

besieging Jerusalem, and the prophet Jeremiah was confined in the court of the guard that was in 

the palace of the king of Judah, where King Zedekiah of Judah had confined him. 

Jeremiah said, The word of the Lord came to me: Hanamel son of your uncle Shallum is going to 

come to you and say, "Buy my field that is at Anathoth, for the right of redemption by purchase is 

yours." Then my cousin Hanamel came to me in the court of the guard, in accordance with the 

word of the Lord, and said to me, "Buy my field that is at Anathoth in the land of Benjamin, for 

the right of possession and redemption is yours; buy it for yourself." Then I knew that this was the 

word of the Lord. 

And I bought the field at Anathoth from my cousin Hanamel, and weighed out the money to him, 

seventeen shekels of silver. I signed the deed, sealed it, got witnesses, and weighed the money on 

scales. Then I took the sealed deed of purchase, containing the terms and conditions, and the open 

copy; and I gave the deed of purchase to Baruch son of Neriah son of Mahseiah, in the presence of 

my cousin Hanamel, in the presence of the witnesses who signed the deed of purchase, and in the 

presence of all the Judeans who were sitting in the court of the guard. In their presence I charged 

Baruch, saying, Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: Take these deeds, both this sealed 

deed of purchase and this open deed, and put them in an earthenware jar, in order that they may 

last for a long time. For thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: Houses and fields and 

vineyards shall again be bought in this land. 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

The Collect of  the Day 
Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

Celebrant:  Let us pray. 

*A short prayer to unify, or “collect”, our intentions for worship. It typically indicates the theme of the day. 

Children’s Chapel 

At this time kids Pre-K through Elementary are invited to come to the front for a blessing and then follow the 

Teacher to Children’s Chapel. 



5 

 

He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High, * abides under the shadow of the Almighty. 

He shall say to the Lord, "You are my refuge and my stronghold, * my God in whom I put my 

trust." 

He shall deliver you from the snare of the hunter * and from the deadly pestilence. 

He shall cover you with his pinions, and you shall find refuge under his wings; * his faithfulness 

shall be a shield and buckler. 

You shall not be afraid of any terror by night, * nor of the arrow that flies by day; 

Of the plague that stalks in the darkness, * nor of the sickness that lays waste at mid-day. 

Because he is bound to me in love, therefore will I deliver him; * I will protect him, because he 

knows my Name. 

He shall call upon me, and I will answer him; * I am with him in trouble; 

I will rescue him and bring him to honor. 

With long life will I satisfy him, * and show him my salvation. 

Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16 

The Psalms were originally written to be sung. These poems and prayers have been the foundation of worship for Jews and Christians for 

3,000 years, and Jesus prayed and sang the psalms regularly.   

A reading from the first letter to Timothy (6:6-19) 

There is great gain in godliness combined with contentment; for we brought nothing into the 

world, so that we can take nothing out of it; but if we have food and clothing, we will be content 

with these. But those who want to be rich fall into temptation and are trapped by many senseless 

and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root 

of all kinds of evil, and in their eagerness to be rich some have wandered away from the faith and 

pierced themselves with many pains. 

But as for you, man of God, shun all this; pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance, 

gentleness. Fight the good fight of the faith; take hold of the eternal life, to which you were called 

and for which you made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses. In the presence of 

God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who in his testimony before Pontius Pilate 

made the good confession, I charge you to keep the commandment without spot or blame until the 

manifestation of our Lord Jesus Christ, which he will bring about at the right time-- he who is the 

blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords. It is he alone who has immortality 

and dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or can see; to him be honor and 

eternal dominion. Amen. 

As for those who in the present age are rich, command them not to be haughty, or to set their 

hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but rather on God who richly provides us with everything for 

our enjoyment. They are to do good, to be rich in good works, generous, and ready to share, thus 
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The Gradual Hymn*: Celtic Alleluia 

Please stand as you are able.  *This is a song to prepare us to hear Jesus’ words. Its ancient name is from the Latin “gradus”, the place it 

was sung in Church. 

The Gospel (means “Good News”) 

Gospeler: The Holy Gospel + of our Lord Jesus Christ + according to Luke + (16:19-31) 

People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

+ You may make a small + Cross with your thumb over your mind, lips, and heart. 

Jesus said, "There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who feasted 

sumptuously every day. And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, who 

longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell from the rich man's table; even the dogs would come 

and lick his sores. The poor man died and was carried away by the angels to be with Abraham. The 

rich man also died and was buried. In Hades, where he was being tormented, he looked up and saw 

Abraham far away with Lazarus by his side. He called out, `Father Abraham, have mercy on me, 

and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am in agony in 

these flames.' But Abraham said, `Child, remember that during your lifetime you received your 

good things, and Lazarus in like manner evil things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in 

agony. Besides all this, between you and us a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who might 

want to pass from here to you cannot do so, and no one can cross from there to us.' He said, 

`Then, father, I beg you to send him to my father's house-- for I have five brothers-- that he may 

warn them, so that they will not also come into this place of torment.' Abraham replied, `They have 

Moses and the prophets; they should listen to them.' He said, `No, father Abraham; but if someone 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they may take 

hold of the life that really is life. 
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Gospeler:  The Gospel of the Lord. 

People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Sermon                        Fr. Joel Prather 

The Nicene Creed (please stand and pray together) 
The Nicene Creed in this bulletin is slightly different than what you may be used to. This is because the Episcopal Church restored the 

original language of the Nicene Creed which was shared by all Christians until the 6th Century. 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen 

and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.  

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, (you may bow down here) was incarnate of 

the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. (you may rise) 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third 

day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the 

right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 

kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father, who 

with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic* and apostolic Church.   (* means universal) 

goes to them from the dead, they will repent.' He said to him, `If they do not listen to Moses and 

the prophets, neither will they be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.'"  
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The Prayers of  the People 

The Reader and People pray responsively 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, "Lord, have mercy" 

For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and be found without fault at 
the day of your coming, let us pray to the Lord.  

Here and after every petition the People respond  

Lord, have mercy.  

For Sean our Presiding Bishop, for Matthew our Bishop, for all bishops and other ministers, and 
for all the holy people of God, we pray to you, O Lord.  

For those who do not yet believe, and for those who have lost their faith, that they may receive the 
light of the Gospel, we pray to you, O Lord.  

For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow among nations and 
peoples, we pray to you, O Lord.  

For those in positions of public trust especially Donald our President, Tony our Governor, Paul 
our County Executive, that they may serve justice, and promote the dignity and freedom of every 
person, we pray to you, O Lord.  

For the first inhabitants of Pewaukee: we honor the Potawatomi people, as well as the Oneida 
people who brought the Episcopal Church to Wisconsin. Help us to be instruments of your peace 
and justice, we pray to you, O Lord.  

Let us pray for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, prisoners, the unemployed, and those 
in any need. Remembering especially those on our prayer list... 

We also pray for our ministry partners: 
• Arlo and Ashtyn's Hope (Canavan's Disease) 
• Fr. Andrew and  Amazing Grace AIDS Ministry (Malawi) 
• Pastor David and Breaking The Chains Church (Felmers O. Cheney Correctional Center, Milwaukee) 
• Joe and Family Promise of Waukesha County (Homelessness) 
• Our Karén Refugee Families and their Beautiful Garden 
• Dave, Judy, and the Pewaukee Food Pantry 
• Fr. Daudi and Olivia in Tanzania 
• Bill and our Veterans and Families Groups 
• Sharon and our Waukesha County Affordable Housing Coalition 
...we pray to you, O Lord. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the foregiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection+ of the 

dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.     

+   you may make the Sign of the Cross here to acknowledge the hope that you will be resurrected 
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The Peace  (All stand.) 

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Sharing “peace” with one another is an ancient Christian tradition, not only in the words of Jesus, but also in the practices of 

the Christian community. As you are comfortable, you are welcome to shake hands when we pass the peace. Please respect those 

that are not comfortable with hand shaking. A simple nod or the peace sign is also a meaningful way to share the peace of 

Christ. 

Announcements 

Be sure to sign-up for our eNews using the Welcome! card in your pew rack or at our website. We also encourage you to follow 

us on our YouTube, Facebook and/or Instagram accounts to stay up-to-date and hit “Share“ to let your friends see what’s 

happening. 

The Confession of Sin 

Celebrant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  

God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our 

lives. We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have 

created. We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on 

our behalf. Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we 

may abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen. 

The Absolution 

For our enemies and those who wish us harm, and for all whom we have injured or offended, we 
pray to you, O Lord.  

For all who have died in the communion of your Church, and those whose faith is known to you 
alone, that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that place where there is no pain or grief, but 
life eternal, we pray to you, O Lord.  

Rejoicing in the fellowship of the ever-blessed Virgin Mary, blessed Bartholomew and all the saints, 
let us commend ourselves, and one another, and all our life to Christ our God. 

To you, O Lord our God.  

We will observe an extended moment of silent reflection before proceeding. Please feel free to relax and sit down if you prefer. 

Celebrant: For yours is the majesty, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; yours is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
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The people stand or kneel. Then the Celebrant continues: 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen 

into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and 

eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the 

God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect 

sacrifice for the whole world.  
At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand upon it, and at the words concerning the cup, to hold 

or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 

when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This 

is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."  

The Great Thanksgiving 
The people remain standing. The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest, faces them and says  

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts. 

People:  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Offertory Hymn: Fairest Lord Jesus          Blue Hymnal 384 

The Offertory 

God tells us in the Bible, no one should feel pressured about giving (2 Corinthians 9:7). Please be at peace about 

what you choose to do or not to do. The most important offering God wants from us is our life & our hearts. You 

can place an offering in the basket passed by the ushers or in the wooden box marked Donations near the exit of the 

Church. 

Celebrant and People: Holy, holy, holy Lord     Blue Hymnal S128 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Al-

mighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  

(The Celebrant reads a Preface of the Lord's Day - a variable portion of the text of our Eucharistic Prayer that 

plays an important role in aligning our worship with the theme of a particular occasion or season.) 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company 

of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:  
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The Breaking of  the Bread 

Celebrant:  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People:  Therefore let us keep the feast.* Alleluia 

    (*1 Corinthians 5:7-8) 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Together 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Agnus Dei 
(The Agnus Dei, Latin for “Lamb of God.”, is based on John 1:29, and is used in the celebration of the eucharist at the breaking of the 
bread. Say together.) 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, grant us your peace.  

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 

"Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 

for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:  
Celebrant and People 

Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again.  
The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 

thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy 

food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this 

holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all 

your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.  

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we now say, 
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He became sin, who knew no sin; that we might become His Righteousness; 

He humbled himself and carried the cross. Love so amazing. Love so amazing. 
  

Jesus Messiah; Name above all names; Blessed Redeemer; Emmanuel. 

The rescue for sinners, the ransom from Heaven; Jesus Messiah, Lord of all. 
  

His body the bread, His blood the wine, broken and poured out all for love. 

The whole earth trembled and the veil was torn. Love so amazing. Love so amazing. 
  

Jesus Messiah; Name above all names; Blessed Redeemer, Emmanuel. 

The rescue for sinners, the ransom from Heaven; Jesus Messiah, Lord of all. 
  

All our hope is in You, all our hope is in You;  

all the glory to You, God, the light of the world. 
  

Communion Song 1: Jesus Messiah 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with 

thanksgiving.  

Invitation to Spiritual Communion for livestream worshippers - a personal devotional that 

anyone can pray to express their desire to receive Holy Communion at that moment, but in 

circumstances which prevent them from actually receiving communion. The prayer will be 

displayed on the screen. 

About Communion at St. Bartholomew’s 

All baptized Christians are welcome to receive Holy Communion with us, including children. If this doesn’t describe 
where you’re at, you are invited to come forward for a prayer of blessing which you can indicate by crossing your hands 
over your heart. Or feel free to stay in your seat to pray or reflect.  

Please come to the rail in front of the altar to receive the Bread and Wine. We have Gluten free Communion Bread 
for those who desire it. We use alcoholic wine. Bread will be served to you as you stand or kneel. Small cups of wine 
will be presented to you. Take a cup of wine. As you leave, place the empty cup in the bowl near the end of the first 
pew and return to your seat. Thank you. 

If you need Communion brought to you just let one of our Ushers know.  

Prayer Ministry is offered confidentially during the Eucharist in the side chapel. Let us pray for all those in need; for 
yourself, family, or friends. You may also be anointed with oil for healing as the Bible teaches (James 5:14). We do 
so by making a small sign of the Cross upon one's forehead. All are welcome. 
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Prayers After Communion 

After Communion, the Celebrant says  

Let us pray.  

Celebrant & People: Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 

members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us 

strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through 

Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Communion Song 2: Cornerstone 

My hope is built on nothing less, than Jesus' blood and righteousness. I dare not trust 

the sweetest frame, but wholly trust in Jesus' Name. (REPEAT) 
  

[Chorus] 

Christ alone. Cornerstone. Weak made strong in the Savior's love. Through the 

storm, He is Lord. Lord of all. 
  

When darkness seems to hide His face, I rest on His unchanging grace. In every 

high and stormy gale, my anchor holds within the veil. My anchor holds within the 

veil. 
  

[Chorus] 
  

He is Lord, Lord of all. 
  

[Chorus] 
  

When He shall come with trumpet sound, oh may I then in Him be found. Dressed in 

His righteousness alone. Faultless, stand before the throne.  

Jesus Messiah; Name above all names; Blessed Redeemer, Emmanuel. 

The rescue for sinners, the ransom from Heaven; Jesus Messiah, Lord of all. 
  

Jesus Messiah, Lord of all! 
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Closing Hymn: Crown Him With Many Crowns  Blue Hymnal 494 

The Dismissal 

Celebrant: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  

People: Thanks be to God.  

Please scan here to support the mission and ministry of St. Bart’s. 

We thank you for your generosity. 

Thank you for worshiping with us today. 
Please join us for coffee and refreshments in the Parish Hall. 

A Prayer attributed to St. Francis 

Lord, make us instruments of your peace. Where there is hatred, let us sow love; where 

there is injury, pardon; where there is discord, union; where there is doubt, faith; where 

there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy. Grant that 

we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; to be understood as to understand; 

to be loved as to love. For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are 

pardoned; and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen.  

The Blessing 

Go into the world in peace, be of good cheer, hold fast to that which is good, return to no one evil 

for evil, strengthen the faint-hearted, support the weak, help the poor, honor all people, love and 

serve our Lord Jesus, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, and the blessing of God Almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. Amen.  
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Celebrating the Lives of  Saints 

Christians have, since ancient times, honored people whose lives represent heroic commitment to 

Christ and who have borne witness to their faith even at the cost of their lives. Such witnesses, by 

the grace of God, live in every age. It should encourage us to realize that the saints, like us, are first 

and foremost redeemed sinners in whom the risen Christ’s words to St. Paul come to fulfillment, 

“My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” 

SAINT MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS 
Everlasting God, you have ordained and constituted in a wonderful order the ministries of angels 

and mortals: Mercifully grant that, as your holy angels always serve and worship you in heaven, so 

by your appointment they may help and defend us here on earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  

The biblical word “angel” (Greek: angelos) means, literally, a messenger. Messengers from God can 

be visible or invisible, andmay assume human or non-human forms. Christians have always felt 

themselves to be attended by helpful spirits—swift, powerful, and enlightening. Those beneficent 

spirits are often depicted in Christian art in human form, with wings to signify their swiftness and 

spacelessness, with swords to signify their power, and with dazzling raiment to signify their ability 

to enlighten. Unfortunately, this type of pictorial representation has led many to dismiss the angels 

as “just another mythical beast, like the unicorn, the griffin, or the sphinx.” 

Of the many angels spoken of in the Bible, only four are called by name: Michael, Gabriel, Uriel, 

and Raphael. The Archangel Michael is the powerful agent of God who wards off evil from God’s 

people, and delivers peace to them at the end of this life’s mortal struggle. “Michaelmas,” as his 

feast is called in England, has long been one of the popular celebrations of the Christian Year in 

many parts of the world. 

Michael is the patron saint of countless churches, including Mont Saint-Michel, the monastery 

fortress off the coast of Normandy that figured so prominently in medieval English history, and 

Coventry Cathedral, England’s most famous modern church building, rising from the ashes of the 

Second World War. 

Tomorrow, we celebrate the life of: 
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