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WHO’S WHO 
Pastor / Rector 

the Rev’d Joel Allen Prather 

pastor@stbartspewaukee.com 

Music Director 

Ethan Tarvin 

music@stbartspewaukee.com 

Parish Administration 

Jan Watter 

admin@stbartspewaukee.com 

Rector’s Assistance 

Carol Cohen 

office@stbartspewaukee.com 

Sr. Warden  

Dave Woods 

davewoods2370@gmail.com 

Jr. Warden 

Jamie Thomson 

jbthomson11@gmail.com 

Treasurer 

Mike Delmore 

treasurer@stbartspewaukee.com 

Prayer Requests 

prayer@stbartspewaukee.com 

St. Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church 
ABOUT US 

We’re so glad you’re with us today. We’re a Christian Church: we believe Jesus is our Lord & 

Savior and the Bible is God’s Word for us. We’re an Episcopal Church in the Episcopal Diocese 

of Wisconsin which is part of the Anglican Communion dating back to the first Christians in 

England in the 2nd century A.D. 

Our Mission is helping everyone become who God created them to be. 
 

WELCOME 

If this is your first time here we’d love to say Thanks or answer any questions. You can call/text 

our pastor, Father Joel at (262) 725-2691 or email: pastor@stbartspewaukee.com.  
 

OUR WORSHIP SERVICE 

This bulletin will guide you through everything you need to participate in the service. Our worship 

is a “liturgy” with two parts: THE WORD OF GOD and THE HOLY COMMUNION which 

all baptized Christians are welcome to receive, including children. 

KIDS 

Children are always welcome in the Sanctuary for the entire service (we don’t mind babies 

behaving like babies). 

Children’s Chapel is available for kids Pre-K through Elementary. They will follow the Teacher to 

the classroom in the south hallway at The Collect of the Day. They will return at The Peace. 
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The Opening Acclamation 

Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit . 

People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

Song of  Praise:  Glory to God in the Highest 

Glory to God in the highest. Sing! Glory to God! 

Glory to God in the highest and peace to His people on earth! 

Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father, we worship You, we give you 

thanks, we praise You for Your glory. 

Glory to God in the highest. Sing! Glory to God! 

Glory to God in the highest and peace to His people on earth! 

For You alone are the Holy One. You alone are the Lord, the most high Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. 

Glory to God in the highest. Sing! Glory to God! 

Glory to God in the highest and peace to His people on earth! 

Celebrant: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 

are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 

may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Opening Hymn: Be Thou My Vision      Blue Hymnal 488 

The Hymnal 1982 

The blue hymnal found in the pew racks is the collection of hymns, tunes, and service music 

authorized for use in the Episcopal Church. The Hymnal is a companion for the Book of Common 

Prayer, supporting the Lectionary and the Calendar. It includes service music and 720 hymns. The 

Hymnal is strongly founded on congregational singing. 

We are singing the hymns that are in the hymnal from the hymnal. All other music will continue to 

have the lyrics in the printed worship bulletin. 

If you are new to The Hymnal: hymn numbers are found in bold in the hymnal. The first quarter 

of the book is service music, such as the Song of Praise and the Sanctus that we sing every Sunday. 

Service music has an “S” in front of the number. Hymns comprise the rest of the hymnal, bold 

numbers 1 - 720. There are not page numbers. Look for the hymn by its number, not its name. 
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Almighty God, you have built your Church upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 

Jesus Christ himself being the chief cornerstone: Grant us so to be joined together in unity of spirit 

by their teaching, that we may be made a holy temple acceptable to you; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  

The Lessons (please be seated) 

A reading from the Book of Genesis (22:1-14) 

God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” He said, “Take your 

son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a 

burnt offering on one of the mountains that I shall show you.” So Abraham rose early in the 

morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac; he cut 

the wood for the burnt offering, and set out and went to the place in the distance that God had 

shown him. On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place far away. Then Abraham said 

to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; the boy and I will go over there; we will worship, and 

then we will come back to you.” Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on his 

son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife. So the two of them walked on together. 

Isaac said to his father Abraham, “Father!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.” He said, “The fire 

and the wood are here, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” Abraham said, “God himself 

will provide the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So the two of them walked on together. 

When they came to the place that God had shown him, Abraham built an altar there and laid the 

wood in order. He bound his son Isaac, and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. Then 

Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to kill his son. But the angel of the Lord called to 

him from heaven, and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” He said, “Do not lay 

your hand on the boy or do anything to him; for now I know that you fear God, since you have not 

withheld your son, your only son, from me.” And Abraham looked up and saw a ram, caught in a 

thicket by its horns. Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of 

his son. So Abraham called that place “The Lord will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the 

mount of the Lord it shall be provided.”. 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

The Collect of  the Day 
Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

Celebrant:  Let us pray. 

*A short prayer to unify, or “collect”, our intentions for worship. It typically indicates the theme of the day. 
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 Psalm 13               

The Psalms were originally written to be sung. These poems and prayers have been the foundation of worship for Jews and Christians for 

3,000 years, and Jesus prayed and sang the psalms regularly.   

A reading from Paul’s letter to the Romans (6:12-23) 

Do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their passions. No 

longer present your members to sin as instruments of wickedness, but present yourselves to God 

as those who have been brought from death to life, and present your members to God as 

instruments of righteousness. For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law 

but under grace. 

What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means! Do you 

not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one 

whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness? 

But thanks be to God that you, having once been slaves of sin, have become obedient from the 

heart to the form of teaching to which you were entrusted, and that you, having been set free from 

sin, have become slaves of righteousness. I am speaking in human terms because of your natural 

limitations. For just as you once presented your members as slaves to impurity and to greater and 

greater iniquity, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness for sanctification. 

When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. So what advantage did you 

then get from the things of which you now are ashamed? The end of those things is death. But 

now that you have been freed from sin and enslaved to God, the advantage you get is 

sanctification. The end is eternal life. For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is 

eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

How long, O Lord? will you forget me for ever? * how long will you hide your face from me? 

How long shall I have perplexity in my mind, and grief in my heart, day after day? * how long 

shall my enemy triumph over me? 

Look upon me and answer me, O Lord my God; * give light to my eyes, lest I sleep in death; 

Lest my enemy say, "I have prevailed over him," * and my foes rejoice that I have fallen. 

But I put my trust in your mercy; * my heart is joyful because of your saving help. 

I will sing to the Lord, for he has dealt with me richly; * I will praise the Name of the Lord 

Most High. 
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Gospeler:  The Gospel of the Lord. 

People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus said, “Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one 

who sent me. Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a prophet's 

reward; and whoever welcomes a righteous person in the name of a righteous person will receive 

the reward of the righteous; and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones 

in the name of a disciple-- truly I tell you, none of these will lose their reward.”  

The Sermon                        The Rev’d Joel Prather 

The Nicene Creed (please stand and pray together) 
The Nicene Creed in this bulletin is slightly different than what you may be used to. This is because the Episcopal Church restored the 

original language of the Nicene Creed which was shared by all Christians until the 6th Century. 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen 

and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.  

+ You may make a small + Cross with your thumb over your mind, lips, and heart. 

The Gospel (means “Good News”) 

Gospeler: The Holy Gospel + of our Lord Jesus Christ + according to Matthew + (10:40-42) 

People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Please stand as you are able.  *This is a song to prepare us to hear Jesus’ words. Its ancient name is from the Latin “gradus”, the place it 

was sung in Church. 

The Gradual* Hymn: Indescribable 

From the highest of heights to the depths of the sea, creations revealing Your 

majesty. From the colors of fall to the fragrance of spring, every creature unique in 

the song that it sings. All exclaiming: indescribable, uncontainable, 

You placed the stars in the sky and You know them by name. 

You are amazing, God; all powerful, untameable. 

Awestruck we fall to our knees as we humbly proclaim 

You are amazing, God. You are amazing, God. 

You are amazing, God.  
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The Prayers of  the People 
The Reader and People pray responsively 

Let us pray for the Church and the world. 

Let us pray for God's people throughout the world, for this gathering, for Sean our Presiding 
Bishop, Matt our bishop, for Ann the bishop of the Armed Forces, and for all who minister in 
Christ's name. 

Holy God, by your Spirit the whole body of your faithful people is governed and sanctified. 
Receive our prayers, which we offer before you for all members of your holy Church, that in our 
vocation and ministry we may truly and reverently serve you. 

God of love, grant our prayer. 

Let us pray for the nations of the earth, for the well-being of all people, and for those in authority. 
For the first inhabitants of Pewaukee: we honor the Potawatomi people, as well as the Oneida 
people who brought the Episcopal Church to Wisconsin. Help us to be instruments of your peace 
and justice.  

God of compassion, kindle, we pray, in every heart the true love of peace, and guide with your 
wisdom those who govern the nations of the earth, that justice and peace may increase, until the 
earth is filled with the knowledge of your love. 

God of love, grant our prayer. 

Let us pray for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, prisoners, the unemployed, and those 
in any need. Bless all those who serve them. Remembering especially those on our prayer list… 

We also pray for our ministry partners: 

• Arlo and Ashtyn’s Hope 

• Fr. Andrew and Amazing Grace AIDS Ministry 

• Pastor David and Breaking the Chains Church 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, (you may bow down here) was incarnate of 

the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. (you may rise) 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third 

day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the 

right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 

kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father, who 

with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic* and apostolic Church.  (* means universal) 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection+ of the 

dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

+   you may make the Sign of the Cross here to acknowledge the hope that you will be resurrected    
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The Confession of Sin 

Celebrant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with 

our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we 

humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that 

we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.  

Celebrant: Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully accept the 

prayers of your people, and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

• Joe and Family Promise of Waukesha County 

• Our Karén Families  

• Dave, Judy, and the Pewaukee Food Pantry 

• Bishop Daudi and Olivia in Tanzania 

• and Bill and our Veterans and Families Group, 

Gracious God, the comfort of all who sorrow, the strength of all who suffer, hear the cry of those 
in misery and need. In their afflictions show them your mercy, and give us, we pray, the strength to 
serve them, for the sake of Jesus Christ who suffered for us. 

God of love, grant our prayer. 

Let us pray for the mission of the Church and for the coming of God's reign among all nations and 
peoples. 

Loving God, you have made all races and nations to be one family, and you sent Jesus Christ to 
proclaim the good news of salvation to all people. Pour out your Spirit on the whole creation  and 
hasten the coming of your reign of justice and love among the nations of the world. 

God of love, grant our prayer. 

Let us remember with thanksgiving before God those who have died in Christ, and those whose 
faith is known to God alone. Let us pray that God may be glorified in all the saints. 

Life-giving God, we give you thanks and praise for the wonderful grace and love declared in all 
your saints. Grant to us, and to all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, a share in the 
fulness of your joy. 

God of love, grant our prayer. 

Let us give thanks for all God's goodness. 

You are worthy, O God, to receive honor and blessing and praise. For you reign in the glory of the 
power that is love, now and for ever. Amen. 

We will observe silent reflection 
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Offertory Hymn: Jesu, Jesu 

The Peace  (All stand.) 

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Sharing “peace” with one another is an ancient Christian tradition, not only in the words of Jesus, but also in the practices of 

the Christian community. As you are comfortable, you are welcome to shake hands when we pass the peace. Please respect those 

that are not comfortable with hand shaking. A simple nod or the peace sign is also a meaningful way to share the peace of 

Christ. 

Announcements 

Be sure to sign-up for our eNews using the Welcome! card in your pew rack or at our website. We also encourage you to follow 

us on our YouTube, Facebook and/or Instagram accounts to stay up-to-date and hit “Share“ to let your friends see what’s 

happening. 

The Offertory 

God tells us in the Bible, no one should feel pressured about giving (2 Corinthians 9:7). Please be at peace about 

what you choose to do or not to do. The most important offering God wants from us is our life & our hearts. You 

can place an offering in the basket passed by the ushers or in the wooden box marked Donations near the exit of the 

Church. 

The Absolution 

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal 
life. Amen.  

[Refrain:] 

Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love, show us how to serve the neighbors we have 

from you. 
 

Kneels at the feet of his friends, silently washes their feet, Master who acts as a slave 

to them.      [Refrain] 
  

Neighbors are rich and poor, neighbors are black and white, 

neighbors are nearby and far away.      [Refrain] 
 

These are the ones we should serve, these are the ones we should love. All are 

neighbors to us and you.      [Refrain] 
  

Loving puts us on our knees, serving as though we are slaves; 

this is the way we should live with you.       [Refrain] 
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The people stand or kneel. Then the Celebrant continues: 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 

creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and 

above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be 

incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have 

delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out 

of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or to lay a hand upon it; and at the words concerning the cup, to 

hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 

thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, 

which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

The Great Thanksgiving 
The people remain standing. The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest, faces them and says  

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts. 

People:  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 

Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  

(The Celebrant reads a Preface of the Lord's Day - a variable portion of the text of our Eucharistic Prayer that 

plays an important role in aligning our worship with the theme of a particular occasion or season.) 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company 

of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:  

Celebrant and People: Mass of  Ascent - Holy, Holy, Holy 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts. 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Hosanna in the highest.  
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The Breaking of  the Bread 

Celebrant:  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People:  Therefore let us keep the feast.* Alleluia 

    (*1 Corinthians 5:7-8) 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Together 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, 

    your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

    now and for ever. Amen.  

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 

“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 

for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

Celebrant and People say together 

We remember his death, 

We proclaim his resurrection, 

We await his coming in glory;  
The Celebrant continues 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from 

your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 

Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his 

sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness 

of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, 

with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our 

salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 

Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.  

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we now say, 
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All my days I will sing this song of gladness, 

give my praise to the Fountain of delights; 

For in my helplessness You heard my cry, 

and waves of mercy poured down on my life. 
  

I will trust in the cross of my Redeemer, 

I will sing of the blood that never fails; 

Of sins forgiven, of conscience cleansed, 

of death defeated and life without end. 
  

Beautiful Savior, Wonderful Counsellor,  

clothed in majesty, Lord of history, 

You’re the Way, the Truth, the Life. 

Star of the Morning, glorious in holiness, 

You’re the Risen One, heaven’s Champion 

And You reign, You reign over all. 

Communion Song 1: Beautiful Savior 

About Communion at St. Bartholomew’s 
All baptized Christians are welcome to receive Holy Communion with us, including children. If this doesn’t describe 

where you’re at, you are invited to come forward for a prayer of blessing which you can indicate by crossing your hands 

over your heart. Or feel free to stay in your seat to pray or reflect.  

Please come to the rail in front of the altar to receive the Bread & Wine. Bread will be served to you as you stand or 

kneel. We have gluten free bread if you prefer it, simply let the minister know. We have two options for receiving the 

wine. You may take a sip of wine from the shared Chalice or you make take small cup of wine from the tray, and 

place the empty cup in the bowl near the end of the first pew as you return to your seat. We use alcoholic wine.  

If you need Communion brought to you just let one of our Ushers know.  

Prayer Ministry is offered confidentially during the Eucharist in the side chapel. Let us pray for all those in need; for 

yourself, family, or friends. You may also be anointed with oil for healing as the Bible teaches (James 5:14). We do 

so by making a small sign of the Cross upon one's forehead. All are welcome. 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with 

thanksgiving.  

Invitation to Spiritual Communion for livestream worshippers - a personal devotional that 

anyone can pray to express their desire to receive Holy Communion at that moment, but in 

circumstances which prevent them from actually receiving communion. The prayer will be 

displayed on the screen. 
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Communion Song 2: Build My Life 

[Verse 1] 

Worthy of every song we could ever sing. Worthy of all the praise we could ever 

bring. Worthy of every breath we could ever breathe. We live for You. We live for 

You. 
  

[Verse 2] 

Jesus the name above ev’ry other name. Jesus the only one who could ever save. 

Worthy of every breath we could ever breathe. We live for You. We live for You. 
  

[Chorus] 

Holy, there is no one like You, there is none beside You. 

Open up my eyes in wonder and show me who You are and fill me with Your heart 

and lead me in Your love to those around me. 
  

[Verse 1 & 2] 
  

[Chorus - Sing 2 times] 
  

[Bridge] 

I will build my life upon Your love, it is a firm foundation. 

I will put my trust in You alone and I will not be shaken. 

I will build my life upon Your love, it is a firm foundation. 

I will put my trust in You alone and I will not be shaken. 

  

I long to be where the praise is never-ending, 

Yearn to dwell where the glory never fades; 

Where countless worshippers will share one song, 

and cries of ‘worthy’ will honor the Lamb! 
  

Beautiful Savior, Wonderful Counsellor, 

clothed in majesty, Lord of history, 

You’re the Way, the Truth, the Life. 

Star of the Morning, glorious in holiness, 

You’re the Risen One, heaven’s Champion 

And You reign, You reign over all. 
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Closing Hymn: Lord, Whose Love       Blue Hymnal 610 

The Blessing 

Go into the world in peace, be of good cheer, hold fast to that which is good, return to no one evil 

for evil, strengthen the faint-hearted, support the weak, help the poor, honor all people, love and 

serve our Lord Jesus, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, and the blessing of God Almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. Amen.  

Prayers After Communion 

A Prayer attributed to St. Francis 

Lord, make us instruments of your peace. Where there is hatred, let us sow love; where 

there is injury, pardon; where there is discord, union; where there is doubt, faith; where 

there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy. Grant that 

we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; to be understood as to understand; 

to be loved as to love. For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are 

pardoned; and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen.  

The Dismissal 

Celebrant: Let us bless the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Please scan here to support the mission and ministry of St. Bart’s. 

We thank you for your generosity. 

Thank you for worshiping with us today. 
Please join us for coffee and refreshments in the Parish Hall. 

After Communion, the Celebrant says  

Let us pray.  

Celebrant & People: Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 

members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us 

strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through 

Christ our Lord. Amen.  
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Celebrating the Lives of  Saints 

Christians have, since ancient times, honored people whose lives represent heroic commitment to 

Christ and who have borne witness to their faith even at the cost of their lives.  

Peter and Paul, the two greatest leaders of the early church, are also commemorated separately, 

Peter on January 18th, for his confession of Jesus as the Messiah, and Paul on January 25th, for his 

conversion, but they are commemorated together on June 29th in observance of the tradition of 

the church that they both died as martyrs in Rome during the persecution under Nero in 64. 

Paul, the well-educated and cosmopolitan Jew of the diaspora,and Peter, the uneducated fisherman 

from Galilee, had differences of opinion in the early years of the church concerning the mission to 

the Gentiles. More than once, Paul speaks of rebuking Peter for his continued insistence on Jewish 

exclusiveness; yet their common commitment to Christ and the proclamation of the Gospel proved 

stronger than their differences; and both eventually carried that mission to Rome, where they were 

martyred. According to tradition, Paul was granted the right of a Roman citizen to be beheaded by 

a sword, but Peter suffered the fate of his Lord, crucifixion, although with his head downward. 

A generation after their martyrdom, Clement of Rome, writing to the church in Corinth, probably 

in the year 96, wrote: “Let us come to those who have most recently proved champions; let us take 

up the noble examples of our own generation. Because of jealousy and envy the greatest and most 

upright pillars of the church were persecuted and competed unto death. Let us bring before our 

eyes the good apostles—Peter, who because of unrighteous jealousy endured not one or two, but 

numerous trials, and so bore a martyr’s witness and went to the glorious place that he deserved. 

Because of jealousy and strife Paul pointed the way to the reward of endurance; seven times he was 

imprisoned, he was exiled, he was stoned, he was a preacher in both East and West, and won 

renown for his faith, teaching uprightness to the whole world, and reaching the farthest limit of the 

West, and bearing a martyr’s witness before the rulers, he passed out of the world and was taken up 

into the holy place, having proved a very great example of endurance.” 

THE APOSTLES SAINT PETER AND SAINT PAUL 

Tomorrow, we celebrate the life of: 

Almighty God, whose blessed apostles Peter and Paul glorified you by their martyrdom: Grant that 

your Church, instructed by their teaching and example, and knit together in unity by your Spirit, 

may ever stand firm upon the one foundation, which is Jesus Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns 

with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  
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