
  

 

www.StBartsPewaukee.com 

ST .  BARTHOLOMEW ’S  
EPISCOPAL  CHURCH  

 

THE  EPIPHANY  
January 4, 2026 



2 

 

WHO’S WHO 
Pastor / Rector 

the Rev’d Joel Allen Prather 

pastor@stbartspewaukee.com 

Music Director 

Ethan Tarvin 

music@stbartspewaukee.com 

Parish Administration 

Jan Watter 

admin@stbartspewaukee.com 

Rector’s Assistance 

Carol Cohen 

sos@stbartspewaukee.com 

Sr. Warden  

Hannah Gordon 

sunnyaz18@gmail.com 

Jr. Warden 

Dave Woods 

davewoods2370@gmail.com 

Treasurer 

Mike Delmore 

mike_delmore@yahoo.com 

Prayer Requests 

prayer@stbartspewaukee.com 

St. Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church 
ABOUT US 

We’re so glad you’re with us today. We’re a Christian Church: we believe Jesus is our Lord & 

Savior and the Bible is God’s Word for us. We’re an Episcopal Church in the Episcopal Diocese 

of Wisconsin which is part of the Anglican Communion dating back to the first Christians in 

England in the 2nd century A.D. 

Our Mission is helping everyone become who God created them to be. 
 

WELCOME 

If this is your first time here we’d love to say Thanks or answer any questions. You can call/text 

our pastor, Father Joel at (262) 725-2691 or email: pastor@stbartspewaukee.com.  
 

OUR WORSHIP SERVICE 

Everything you need today is in this bulletin. Our worship is a “liturgy” with two parts: THE 

WORD OF GOD and THE HOLY COMMUNION which all baptized Christians are welcome 

to receive, including children. 

KIDS 

Children are always welcome in the Sanctuary for the entire service (we don’t mind babies 

behaving like babies). 

Children’s Chapel is available for kids Pre-K through Elementary. They will follow the Teacher to 

the classroom in the south hallway at The Collect of the Day. They will return at The Peace. 
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The Opening Acclamation             Blue Hymnal S76 

Glory to God              Blue Hymnal S280 

Celebrant: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 

are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 

may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Opening Hymn: We Three Kings of  Orient Are       Blue Hymnal 128 

The Hymnal 1982 

The blue hymnal found in the pew racks is the collection of hymns, tunes, and service music 

authorized for use in the Episcopal Church. The Hymnal is a companion for the Book of Common 

Prayer, supporting the Lectionary and the Calendar. It includes service music and 720 hymns. The 

Hymnal is strongly founded on congregational singing. 

We are singing the hymns that are in the hymnal from the hymnal. All other music will continue to 

have the lyrics in the printed worship bulletin. 

If you are new to The Hymnal: hymn numbers are found in bold in the hymnal. The first quarter 

of the book is service music, such as the Song of Praise and the Sanctus that we sing every Sunday. 

Service music has an “S” in front of the number. Hymns comprise the rest of the hymnal, bold 

numbers 1 - 720. There are not page numbers. Look for the hymn by its number, not its name. 
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O God, by the leading of a star you manifested your only Son to the peoples of the earth: Lead us, 

who know you now by faith, to your presence, where we may see your glory face to face; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 

ever. Amen.  

The Lessons (please be seated) 

A reading from the Prophet Isaiah (60:1-6) 

Arise, shine; for your light has come, 

and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 

For darkness shall cover the earth, 

and thick darkness the peoples; 

but the Lord will arise upon you, 

and his glory will appear over you. 

Nations shall come to your light, 

and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 

Lift up your eyes and look around; 

they all gather together, they come to you; 

your sons shall come from far away, 

and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses' arms. 

Then you shall see and be radiant; 

your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 

because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 

the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 

A multitude of camels shall cover you, 

the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 

all those from Sheba shall come. 

They shall bring gold and frankincense, 

and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord. 

Children’s Chapel 

At this time kids Pre-K through Elementary are invited to come to the front for a blessing and then follow the 

Teacher to Children’s Chapel. 

The Collect of  the Day 
Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

Celebrant:  Let us pray. 

*A short prayer to unify, or “collect”, our intentions for worship. It typically indicates the theme of the day. 



5 

 

Give the King your justice, O God, * and your righteousness to the King's Son; 

That he may rule your people righteously * and the poor with justice; 

That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, * and the little hills bring righteousness. 

He shall defend the needy among the people; * he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor. 

He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure, * from one generation to another. 

He shall come down like rain upon the mown field, * like showers that water the earth. 

In his time shall the righteous flourish; * there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall be 

no more. 

The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall pay tribute, * and the kings of Arabia and Saba offer 

gifts. 

All kings shall bow down before him, * and all the nations do him service. 

For he shall deliver the poor who cries out in distress, * and the oppressed who has no helper. 

He shall have pity on the lowly and poor; * he shall preserve the lives of the needy. 

He shall redeem their lives from oppression and violence, * and dear shall their blood be in his 

sight. 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 

The Psalms were originally written to be sung. These poems and prayers have been the foundation of worship for Jews and Christians for 

3,000 years, and Jesus prayed and sang the psalms regularly.   

A reading from the letter to the Ephesians (3:1-12)  

This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles-- for surely 

you have already heard of the commission of God's grace that was given me for you, and how the 

mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, a reading of which 

will enable you to perceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ. In former generations this 

mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and 

prophets by the Spirit: that is, the Gentiles have become fellow heirs, members of the same body, 

and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 

Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God's grace that was given me by 

the working of his power. Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given to me 

to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, and to make everyone see what 

is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things; so that through the 

church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made known to the rulers and 

authorities in the heavenly places. This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has 

carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence 

through faith in him. 
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The Gradual Hymn*: Indescribable 

Please stand as you are able.  *This is a song to prepare us to hear Jesus’ words. Its ancient name is from the Latin “gradus”, the place it 

was sung in Church. 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East 

came to Jerusalem, asking, "Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we 

observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage." When King Herod heard this, 

he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes 

of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, "In 

Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 

`And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for from you shall come a ruler 

who is to shepherd my people Israel.'" 

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star 

had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for the child; and 

when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage." When they 

had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its 

rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, 

they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; 

The Gospel (means “Good News”) 

Gospeler: The Holy Gospel + of our Lord Jesus Christ + according to Matthew + (2:1-12) 

People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

+ You may make a small + Cross with your thumb over your mind, lips, and heart. 

From the highest of heights to the depths of the sea, 

creations revealing Your majesty. 

From the colors of fall to the fragrance of spring, 

every creature unique in the song that it sings. 

All exclaiming: indescribable, uncontainable, 

You placed the stars in the sky and You know them by name. 

You are amazing, God; all powerful, untameable. 

Awestruck we fall to our knees as we humbly proclaim 

You are amazing, God. You are amazing, God. 
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The Nicene Creed (please stand and pray together) 
The Nicene Creed in this bulletin is slightly different than what you may be used to. This is because the Episcopal Church restored the 

original language of the Nicene Creed which was shared by all Christians until the 6th Century. 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen 

and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.  

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, (you may bow down here) was incarnate of 

the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. (you may rise) 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third 

day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the 

right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 

kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father, who 

with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic* and apostolic Church.   (* means universal) 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection+ of the 

dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.     

+   you may make the Sign of the Cross here to acknowledge the hope that you will be resurrected 

The Sermon                        Fr. Joel Prather 

Gospeler:  The Gospel of the Lord. 

People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

You are amazing ,God. You are amazing, God. 

and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him 

gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, 

they left for their own country by another road. 
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 The Prayers of  the People 

The Reader and People pray responsively 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, "Lord, have mercy" 

For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and be found without fault at 
the day of your coming, let us pray to the Lord.  

Here and after every petition the People respond  

Lord, have mercy.  

For Sean our Presiding Bishop, for Matthew our Bishop, for all bishops and other ministers, and 
for all the holy people of God, we pray to you, O Lord.  

For those who do not yet believe, and for those who have lost their faith, that they may receive the 
light of the Gospel, we pray to you, O Lord.  

For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow among nations and 
peoples, we pray to you, O Lord.  

For those in positions of public trust especially Donald our President, Tony our Governor, Paul 
our County Executive, that they may serve justice, and promote the dignity and freedom of every 
person, we pray to you, O Lord.  

For the first inhabitants of Pewaukee: we honor the Potawatomi people, as well as the Oneida 
people who brought the Episcopal Church to Wisconsin. Help us to be instruments of your peace 
and justice, we pray to you, O Lord.  

Let us pray for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, prisoners, the unemployed, and those 
in any need. Remembering especially those on our prayer list... 

We also pray for our ministry partners: 
• Arlo and Ashtyn's Hope (Canavan's Disease) 
• Fr. Andrew and  Amazing Grace AIDS Ministry (Malawi) 
• Pastor David and Breaking The Chains Church (Felmers O. Cheney Correctional Center, Milwaukee) 
• Joe and Family Promise of Waukesha County (Homelessness) 
• Our Karén Families and their Beautiful Garden 
• Dave, Judy, and the Pewaukee Food Pantry 
• Bishop Daudi and Olivia in Tanzania 
• Bill and our Veterans and Families Groups 
• Sharon and our Waukesha County Affordable Housing Coalition 
...we pray to you, O Lord. 

For our enemies and those who wish us harm, and for all whom we have injured or offended, we 
pray to you, O Lord.  
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The Peace  (All stand.) 

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Sharing “peace” with one another is an ancient Christian tradition, not only in the words of Jesus, but also in the practices of 

the Christian community. As you are comfortable, you are welcome to shake hands when we pass the peace. Please respect those 

that are not comfortable with hand shaking. A simple nod or the peace sign is also a meaningful way to share the peace of 

Christ. 

Announcements 

Be sure to sign-up for our eNews using the Welcome! card in your pew rack or at our website. We also encourage you to follow 

us on our YouTube, Facebook and/or Instagram accounts to stay up-to-date and hit “Share“ to let your friends see what’s 

happening. 

The Confession of Sin 

Celebrant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  

God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our 

lives. We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have 

created. We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on 

our behalf. Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we 

may abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen. 

The Absolution 

The Offertory 

God tells us in the Bible, no one should feel pressured about giving (2 Corinthians 9:7). Please be at peace about 

what you choose to do or not to do. The most important offering God wants from us is our life & our hearts. You 

can place an offering in the basket passed by the ushers or in the wooden box marked Donations near the exit of the 

Church. 

For all who have died in the communion of your Church, and those whose faith is known to you 
alone, that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that place where there is no pain or grief, but 
life eternal, we pray to you, O Lord.  

Rejoicing in the fellowship of the ever-blessed Virgin Mary, blessed Bartholomew and all the saints, 
let us commend ourselves, and one another, and all our life to Christ our God. 

To you, O Lord our God.  

We will observe an extended moment of silent reflection before proceeding. Please feel free to relax and sit down if you prefer. 

Celebrant: For yours is the majesty, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; yours is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
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The Great Thanksgiving 

Offertory Hymn: Shall We Gather at the River 

It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; for you alone are God, living and 

true, dwelling in light inaccessible from before time and for ever.  

Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you made all things and fill them with your blessing; 

you created them to rejoice in the splendor of your radiance. Countless throngs of angels stand be-

fore you to serve you night and day; and, beholding the glory of your presence, they offer you un-

ceasing praise. Joining with them, and giving voice to every creature under heaven, we acclaim you, 

and glorify your Name, as we sing, 

Celebrant and People: Sanctus          Blue Hymnal S125 

The people stand or kneel. Then the Celebrant continues: 

We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your wisdom and love. 

You formed us in your own image, giving the whole world into our care, so that, in obedience to 

you, our Creator, we might rule and serve all your creatures. When our disobedience took us far 

Shall we gather at the river, where bright angel feet have trod; 

With its crystal tide forever flowing by the throne of God? 
  

[Refrain] 

Yes, we'll gather at the river, The beautiful, the beautiful river; 

Gather with the saints at the river That flows by the throne of God. 
  

On the margin of the river, washing up its silver spray, 

We will walk and worship ever, all the happy golden day.     [Refrain] 
  

Ere we reach the shining river, lay we ev'ry burden down; 

Grace our spirits will deliver, and provide a robe and crown.    [Refrain] 
  

Soon we'll reach the shining river, soon our pilgrimage will cease, 

Soon our happy hearts will quiver with the melody of peace.    [Refrain] 

The people remain standing. The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest, faces them and says   

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts. 

People:  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
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 from you, you did not abandon us to the power of death. In your mercy you came to our help, so 

that in seeking you we might find you. Again and again you called us into covenant with you, 

and through the prophets you taught us to hope for salvation.  

Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your only Son to be our 

Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he lived as one of us, yet without sin. 

To the poor he proclaimed the good news of salvation; to prisoners, freedom; to the sorrowful, 

joy. To fulfill your purpose he gave himself up to death; and, rising from the grave, destroyed 

death, and made the whole creation new. 

And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and rose for us, he sent the 

Holy Spirit, his own first gift for those who believe, to complete his work in the world, and to 

bring to fulfillment the sanctification of all. 

When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father, having loved his own 

who were in the world, he loved them to the end; at supper with them he took bread, and when he 

had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my 

Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 

"Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 

for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling Christ's death and his descent 

among the dead, proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your right hand, awaiting his 

coming in glory; and offering to you, from the gifts you have given us, this bread and this cup, we 

praise you and we bless you. 

Celebrant and People pray together: 

We praise you, we bless you, we give thanks to you, and we pray to you, Lord our God. 

Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend upon us, and upon 

these gifts, sanctifying them and showing them to be holy gifts for your holy people, the bread of 

life and the cup of salvation, the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 

Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one spirit, a living sacrifice 

in Christ, to the praise of your Name. 

Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed by the blood of your 

Christ. Reveal its unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in peace. 

And grant that we may find our inheritance with the Blessed Virgin Mary, with patriarchs, 

prophets, apostles, and martyrs, with Bartholomew and all the saints who have found favor 
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Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with 

thanksgiving.  

Invitation to Spiritual Communion for livestream worshippers - a personal devotional that 

anyone can pray to express their desire to receive Holy Communion at that moment, but in 

circumstances which prevent them from actually receiving communion. The prayer will be 

displayed on the screen. 

About Communion at St. Bartholomew’s 

All baptized Christians are welcome to receive Holy Communion with us, including children. If this doesn’t describe 
where you’re at, you are invited to come forward for a prayer of blessing which you can indicate by crossing your hands 
over your heart. Or feel free to stay in your seat to pray or reflect.  

Please come to the rail in front of the altar to receive the Bread and Wine. We have Gluten free Communion Bread 
for those who desire it. We use alcoholic wine. Bread will be served to you as you stand or kneel. Small cups of wine 
will be presented to you. Take a cup of wine. As you leave, place the empty cup in the bowl near the end of the first 

with you in ages past. We praise you in union with them and give you glory through your Son Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours, Almighty God and 

Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  

The Lord’s Prayer 

Together 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen.  

The Breaking of  the Bread 

Celebrant:  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People:  Therefore let us keep the feast.* Alleluia (*1 Corinthians 5:7-8) 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with 

thanksgiving.  
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Communion Song 2: Great Are You Lord 

You give life. You are love. You bring light to the darkness. 

You give hope. You restore every heart that is broken 

And great are You, Lord.  

It's Your breath in our lungs, so we pour out our praise, we pour out our praise. 

It's Your breath in our lungs, so we pour out our praise to You only. (Repeat) 
 

And all the earth will shout Your praise. 

Our hearts will cry, these bones will sing, 

“Great are You, Lord!” (Repeat) 
  

It's Your breath in our lungs, so we pour out our praise, we pour out our praise. 

It's Your breath in our lungs, so we pour out our praise to You only. (Repeat) 

Communion Song 1: Beautiful Savior 

All my days I will sing this song of gladness, give my praise to the Fountain of 

delights; For in my helplessness You heard my cry, and waves of mercy poured 

down on my life. 
  

I will trust in the cross of my Redeemer, I will sing of the blood that never fails; 

Of sins forgiven, of conscience cleansed, of death defeated and life without end. 
  

Beautiful Savior, Wonderful Counsellor, clothed in majesty, Lord of history, 

You’re the Way, the Truth, the Life. Star of the Morning, glorious in holiness,  

You’re the Risen One, heaven’s Champion and You reign, You reign over all. 
  

I long to be where the praise is never-ending, Yearn to dwell where the glory never 

fades; Where countless worshippers will share one song, and cries of ‘worthy’ will 

honor the Lamb! 
  

Beautiful Savior, Wonderful Counsellor, clothed in majesty, Lord of history, 

You’re the Way, the Truth, the Life. Star of the Morning, glorious in holiness, 

You’re the Risen One, heaven’s Champion And You reign, You reign over all. 

pew and return to your seat. Thank you. 

If you need Communion brought to you just let one of our Ushers know.  

Prayer Ministry is offered confidentially during the Eucharist in the side chapel. Let us pray for all those in need; for 
yourself, family, or friends. You may also be anointed with oil for healing as the Bible teaches (James 5:14). We do 
so by making a small sign of the Cross upon one's forehead. All are welcome. 



14 

 Prayers After Communion 

After Communion, the Celebrant says  

Let us pray.  

Celebrant & People: Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 

members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us 

strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through 

Christ our Lord. Amen.  

A Prayer attributed to St. Francis 

Lord, make us instruments of your peace. Where there is hatred, let us sow love; where 

there is injury, pardon; where there is discord, union; where there is doubt, faith; where 

there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy. Grant that 

we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; to be understood as to understand; 

to be loved as to love. For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are 

pardoned; and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen.  

The Blessing 

May Almighty God, who led the Wise Men by the shining of a star to find the Christ, the Light 

from Light, lead you also, in your pilgrimage, to find the Lord. And the blessing of God Almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen. 

Closing Hymn: Hail to the Lord’s Anointed   Blue Hymnal 616 

Thank you for worshiping with us today. 
Please join us for coffee and refreshments in the Parish Hall. 

The Dismissal 

Please scan here to support the mission and ministry of St. Bart’s. 

We thank you for your generosity. 

Celebrant: Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 

People:  Thanks be to God. 
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THE EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 

The name “Epiphany” is derived from a Greek word meaning “manifestation” or “appearing.” 

Anglican Prayer Books interpret the word as, “The Manifestation of Christ to the Gentiles.” The 

last phrase, of course, is a reference to the story of the Magi from the East. 

A Christian observance on January 6th is found as early as the end of the second century in Egypt. 

The feast combined commemorations of three events that were considered manifestations of the 

Incarnate Lord: the visit of the Magi, led by the star of Bethlehem; the Baptism of Jesus in the 

waters of the Jordan River; and Jesus’ first recorded miracle, the changing of water into wine at the 

wedding of Cana. 

Epiphany is still the primary Feast of the Incarnation in Eastern churches, and the three-fold 

emphasis is still prominent. In the West, however, including Anglican churches, the story of the 

Magi has tended to overshadow the other two events. Modern lectionary reform, reflected in the 

1979 Prayer Book, has recovered the primitive trilogy by setting the event of Christ’s Baptism as 

the theme of the First Sunday after the Epiphany in all three years, and by providing the story of 

the Miracle at Cana as the Gospel for the Second Sunday after the Epiphany in Year C. 

It is a practice in some communities to bless chalk on Epiphany so that people may use it to bless 

their homes. Traditionally, the chalking is done above the lintel and takes this form: 

20+C+M+B+18, in which “18” is replaced by the current year. The letters are the abbreviation for 

the Latin phrase "Christus mansionem benedicat" - "Christ bless this house". (A second meaning 

and mnemonic device is “Caspar, Melchior, and Balthazar”, the traditional names for the Magi). 

The + signs represent the cross, and 20-18 is the year. 

The following prayer is traditionally used for the blessing of chalk: 

Loving God, bless this chalk which you have created, that it may be helpful to your people; and 

grant through the invocation of your most Holy Name that we who use it in faith to write upon the 

door of our home the names of your holy ones Caspar, Melchior, and Balthazar, may receive health 

of body and protection of soul for all who dwell in or visit our home; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

This week, we celebrate the life of: 

O God, by the leading of a star you manifested your only Son to the Peoples of the earth:  Lead us, 

who know you now by faith, to your presence, where we may see your glory face to face; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 

ever. Amen.  
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