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WHO’S WHO 
Pastor / Rector 

the Rev’d Joel Allen Prather 

pastor@stbartspewaukee.com 

Music Director 

Ethan Tarvin 

music@stbartspewaukee.com 

Parish Administration 

Jan Watter 

admin@stbartspewaukee.com 

Rector’s Assistance 

Carol Cohen 

sos@stbartspewaukee.com 

Sr. Warden  

Hannah Gordon 

sunnyaz18@gmail.com 

Jr. Warden 

Dave Woods 

davewoods2370@gmail.com 

Treasurer 

Mike Delmore 

mike_delmore@yahoo.com 

Prayer Requests 

prayer@stbartspewaukee.com 

St. Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church 
ABOUT US 

We’re so glad you’re with us today. We’re a Christian Church: we believe Jesus is our Lord & 

Savior and the Bible is God’s Word for us. We’re an Episcopal Church in the Episcopal Diocese 

of Wisconsin which is part of the Anglican Communion dating back to the first Christians in 

England in the 2nd century A.D. 

Our Mission is helping everyone become who God created them to be. 
 

WELCOME 

If this is your first time here we’d love to say Thanks or answer any questions. You can call/text 

our pastor, Father Joel at (262) 725-2691 or email: pastor@stbartspewaukee.com.  
 

OUR WORSHIP SERVICE 

Everything you need today is in this bulletin. Our worship is a “liturgy” with two parts: THE 

WORD OF GOD and THE HOLY COMMUNION which all baptized Christians are welcome 

to receive, including children. 

KIDS 

Children are always welcome in the Sanctuary for the entire service (we don’t mind babies 

behaving like babies). 

Children’s Chapel is available for kids Pre-K through Elementary. They will follow the Teacher to 

the classroom in the south hallway at The Collect of the Day. They will return at The Peace. 
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The Opening Acclamation             Blue Hymnal S76 

Glory to God              Blue Hymnal S280 

Celebrant: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 

are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 

may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Opening Hymn: Christ Whose Glory Fills the Sky       Blue Hymnal 7 

The Hymnal 1982 

The blue hymnal found in the pew racks is the collection of hymns, tunes, and service music 

authorized for use in the Episcopal Church. The Hymnal is a companion for the Book of Common 

Prayer, supporting the Lectionary and the Calendar. It includes service music and 720 hymns. The 

Hymnal is strongly founded on congregational singing. 

We are singing the hymns that are in the hymnal from the hymnal. All other music will continue to 

have the lyrics in the printed worship bulletin. 

If you are new to The Hymnal: hymn numbers are found in bold in the hymnal. The first quarter 

of the book is service music, such as the Song of Praise and the Sanctus that we sing every Sunday. 

Service music has an “S” in front of the number. Hymns comprise the rest of the hymnal, bold 

numbers 1 - 720. There are not page numbers. Look for the hymn by its number, not its name. 
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Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ is the light of the world: Grant that your people, 

illumined by your Word and Sacraments, may shine with the radiance of Christ's glory, that he may 

be known, worshipped, and obeyed to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  

The Lessons (please be seated) 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

A reading from the Prophet Isaiah (49:1-7) 

Listen to me, O coastlands, pay attention, you peoples from far away! 

The Lord called me before I was born, while I was in my mother's womb he named me. 

He made my mouth like a sharp sword, in the shadow of his hand he hid me; he made me a 

polished arrow, in his quiver he hid me away. 

And he said to me, “You are my servant, Israel, in whom I will be glorified.” 

But I said, “I have labored in vain, I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; yet surely my 

cause is with the Lord, and my reward with my God.” 

And now the Lord says, who formed me in the womb to be his servant, to bring Jacob back to him, 

and that Israel might be gathered to him, for I am honored in the sight of the Lord, and my God 

has become my strength-- he says, “It is too light a thing that you should be my servant to raise up 

the tribes of Jacob and to restore the survivors of Israel; 

I will give you as a light to the nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” 

Thus says the Lord, the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, to one deeply despised, abhorred by 

the nations, the slave of rulers, “Kings shall see and stand up, princes, and they shall prostrate 

themselves, because of the Lord, who is faithful, the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.” 

Children’s Chapel 

At this time kids Pre-K through Elementary are invited to come to the front for a blessing and then follow the 

Teacher to Children’s Chapel. 

The Collect of  the Day 
Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

Celebrant:  Let us pray. 

*A short prayer to unify, or “collect”, our intentions for worship. It typically indicates the theme of the day. 
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I waited patiently upon the Lord; * he stooped to me and heard my cry. 

He lifted me out of the desolate pit, out of the mire and clay; * he set my feet upon a high cliff 

and made my footing sure. 

He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God; * many shall see, and stand in 

awe, and put their trust in the Lord. 

Happy are they who trust in the Lord! * they do not resort to evil spirits or turn to false gods. 

Great things are they that you have done, O Lord my God! how great your wonders and your 

plans for us! * there is none who can be compared with you. 

Oh, that I could make them known and tell them! * but they are more than I can count. 

In sacrifice and offering you take no pleasure * (you have given me ears to hear you); 

Burnt-offering and sin-offering you have not required, * and so I said, "Behold, I come. 

In the roll of the book it is written concerning me: * 'I love to do your will, O my God; your law 

is deep in my heart."' 

I proclaimed righteousness in the great congregation; * behold, I did not restrain my lips; and 

that, O Lord, you know. 

Your righteousness have I not hidden in my heart; I have spoken of your faithfulness and your 

deliverance; * I have not concealed your love and faithfulness from the great congregation. 

You are the Lord; do not withhold your compassion from me; * let your love and your 

faithfulness keep me safe for ever. 

Psalm 40:1-12 

The Psalms were originally written to be sung. These poems and prayers have been the foundation of worship for Jews and Christians for 

3,000 years, and Jesus prayed and sang the psalms regularly.   

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

A reading from Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians (1:1-9)  

Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our brother Sosthenes, 

To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be 

saints, together with all those who in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both 

their Lord and ours: 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in 

Christ Jesus, for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every 

kind-- just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you-- so that you are not 

lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will also 

strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God 

is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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 The Gradual Hymn*: Indescribable 

Please stand as you are able.  *This is a song to prepare us to hear Jesus’ words. Its ancient name is from the Latin “gradus”, the place it 

was sung in Church. 

John saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the 

sin of the world! This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me 

because he was before me.’ I myself did not know him; but I came baptizing with water for this 

reason, that he might be revealed to Israel.” And John testified, “I saw the Spirit descending from 

heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me 

to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one 

who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ And I myself have seen and have testified that this is the Son of 

God.” 

The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, and as he watched Jesus walk by, 

he exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of God!” The two disciples heard him say this, and they 

followed Jesus. When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to them, “What are you 

looking for?” They said to him, “Rabbi” (which translated means Teacher), “where are you 

staying?” He said to them, “Come and see.” They came and saw where he was staying, and they 

remained with him that day. It was about four o’clock in the afternoon. One of the two who heard 

John speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. He first found his brother 

Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which is translated Anointed). He brought 

Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of John. You are to be called 

Cephas” (which is translated Peter). 

The Gospel (means “Good News”) 

Gospeler: The Holy Gospel + of our Lord Jesus Christ + according to John + (1:29-42) 

People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

+ You may make a small + Cross with your thumb over your mind, lips, and heart. 

From the highest of heights to the depths of the sea, 

creations revealing Your majesty. 

From the colors of fall to the fragrance of spring, 

every creature unique in the song that it sings. 

All exclaiming: indescribable, uncontainable, 

You placed the stars in the sky and You know them by name. 

You are amazing, God; all powerful, untameable. 

Awestruck we fall to our knees as we humbly proclaim 

You are amazing, God. You are amazing, God. 
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The Nicene Creed (please stand and pray together) 
The Nicene Creed in this bulletin is slightly different than what you may be used to. This is because the Episcopal Church restored the 

original language of the Nicene Creed which was shared by all Christians until the 6th Century. 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen 

and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.  

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, (you may bow down here) was incarnate of 

the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. (you may rise) 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third 

day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the 

right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 

kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father, who 

with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic* and apostolic Church.   (* means universal) 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection+ of the 

dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.     

+   you may make the Sign of the Cross here to acknowledge the hope that you will be resurrected 

The Sermon                        Fr. Joel Prather 

Gospeler:  The Gospel of the Lord. 

People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

You are amazing, God. You are amazing, God. 

The Prayers of  the People 

The Reader and People pray responsively 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, "Lord, have mercy" 

For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and be found without fault at 
the day of your coming, let us pray to the Lord.  

Here and after every petition the People respond  

Lord, have mercy.  
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 For Sean our Presiding Bishop, for Matthew our Bishop, for all bishops and other ministers, and 
for all the holy people of God, we pray to you, O Lord.  

For those who do not yet believe, and for those who have lost their faith, that they may receive the 
light of the Gospel, we pray to you, O Lord.  

For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow among nations and 
peoples, we pray to you, O Lord.  

For those in positions of public trust especially Donald our President, Tony our Governor, Paul 
our County Executive, that they may serve justice, and promote the dignity and freedom of every 
person, we pray to you, O Lord.  

For the first inhabitants of Pewaukee: we honor the Potawatomi people, as well as the Oneida 
people who brought the Episcopal Church to Wisconsin. Help us to be instruments of your peace 
and justice, we pray to you, O Lord.  

Let us pray for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, prisoners, the unemployed, and those 
in any need. Remembering especially those on our prayer list... 

We also pray for our ministry partners: 
• Arlo and Ashtyn's Hope (Canavan's Disease) 
• Fr. Andrew and  Amazing Grace AIDS Ministry (Malawi) 
• Pastor David and Breaking The Chains Church (Felmers O. Cheney Correctional Center, Milwaukee) 
• Joe and Family Promise of Waukesha County (Homelessness) 
• Our Karén Families and their Beautiful Garden 
• Dave, Judy, and the Pewaukee Food Pantry 
• Bishop Daudi and Olivia in Tanzania 
• Bill and our Veterans and Families Groups 
• Sharon and our Waukesha County Affordable Housing Coalition 
...we pray to you, O Lord. 

For our enemies and those who wish us harm, and for all whom we have injured or offended, we 
pray to you, O Lord.  

For all who have died in the communion of your Church, and those whose faith is known to you 
alone, that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that place where there is no pain or grief, but 
life eternal, we pray to you, O Lord.  

Rejoicing in the fellowship of the ever-blessed Virgin Mary, blessed Bartholomew and all the saints, 
let us commend ourselves, and one another, and all our life to Christ our God. 

To you, O Lord our God.  

We will observe an extended moment of silent reflection before proceeding. Please feel free to relax and sit down if you prefer. 

Celebrant: For yours is the majesty, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; yours is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory, now and for ever. Amen. 



9 

 

Offertory Hymn: What Child is This, Who, Laid to Rest    Blue Hymnal 115 

The Peace  (All stand.) 

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Sharing “peace” with one another is an ancient Christian tradition, not only in the words of Jesus, but also in the practices of 

the Christian community. As you are comfortable, you are welcome to shake hands when we pass the peace. Please respect those 

that are not comfortable with hand shaking. A simple nod or the peace sign is also a meaningful way to share the peace of 

Christ. 

Announcements 

Be sure to sign-up for our eNews using the Welcome! card in your pew rack or at our website. We also encourage you to follow 

us on our YouTube, Facebook and/or Instagram accounts to stay up-to-date and hit “Share“ to let your friends see what’s 

happening. 

The Confession of Sin 

Celebrant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  

God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our 

lives. We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have 

created. We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on 

our behalf. Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we 

may abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen. 

The Absolution 

The Offertory 

God tells us in the Bible, no one should feel pressured about giving (2 Corinthians 9:7). Please be at peace about 

what you choose to do or not to do. The most important offering God wants from us is our life & our hearts. You 

can place an offering in the basket passed by the ushers or in the wooden box marked Donations near the exit of the 

Church. 
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 The Great Thanksgiving 

It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; for you alone are God, living and 

true, dwelling in light inaccessible from before time and for ever.  

Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you made all things and fill them with your blessing; 

you created them to rejoice in the splendor of your radiance. Countless throngs of angels stand be-

fore you to serve you night and day; and, beholding the glory of your presence, they offer you un-

ceasing praise. Joining with them, and giving voice to every creature under heaven, we acclaim you, 

and glorify your Name, as we sing, 

Celebrant and People: Sanctus          Blue Hymnal S125 

The people stand or kneel. Then the Celebrant continues: 

We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your wisdom and love. 

You formed us in your own image, giving the whole world into our care, so that, in obedience to 

you, our Creator, we might rule and serve all your creatures. When our disobedience took us far 

from you, you did not abandon us to the power of death. In your mercy you came to our help, so 

that in seeking you we might find you. Again and again you called us into covenant with you, 

and through the prophets you taught us to hope for salvation.  

Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your only Son to be our 

Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he lived as one of us, yet without sin. 

To the poor he proclaimed the good news of salvation; to prisoners, freedom; to the sorrowful, 

joy. To fulfill your purpose he gave himself up to death; and, rising from the grave, destroyed 

death, and made the whole creation new. 

And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and rose for us, he sent the 

Holy Spirit, his own first gift for those who believe, to complete his work in the world, and to 

bring to fulfillment the sanctification of all. 

When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father, having loved his own 

who were in the world, he loved them to the end; at supper with them he took bread, and when he 

had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my 

The people remain standing. The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest, faces them and says   

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts. 

People:  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
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 Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 

"Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 

for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling Christ's death and his descent 

among the dead, proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your right hand, awaiting his 

coming in glory; and offering to you, from the gifts you have given us, this bread and this cup, we 

praise you and we bless you. 

Celebrant and People pray together: 

We praise you, we bless you, we give thanks to you, and we pray to you, Lord our God. 

Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend upon us, and upon 

these gifts, sanctifying them and showing them to be holy gifts for your holy people, the bread of 

life and the cup of salvation, the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 

Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one spirit, a living sacrifice 

in Christ, to the praise of your Name. 

Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed by the blood of your 

Christ. Reveal its unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in peace. 

And grant that we may find our inheritance with the Blessed Virgin Mary, with patriarchs, 

prophets, apostles, and martyrs, with Bartholomew and all the saints who have found favor 

with you in ages past. We praise you in union with them and give you glory through your Son Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours, Almighty God and 

Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  

The Lord’s Prayer 

Together 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen.  
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Invitation to Spiritual Communion for livestream worshippers - a personal devotional that 

anyone can pray to express their desire to receive Holy Communion at that moment, but in 

circumstances which prevent them from actually receiving communion. The prayer will be 

displayed on the screen. 

About Communion at St. Bartholomew’s 

All baptized Christians are welcome to receive Holy Communion with us, including children. If this doesn’t describe 
where you’re at, you are invited to come forward for a prayer of blessing which you can indicate by crossing your hands 
over your heart. Or feel free to stay in your seat to pray or reflect.  

Please come to the rail in front of the altar to receive the Bread and Wine. We have Gluten free Communion Bread 
for those who desire it. We use alcoholic wine. Bread will be served to you as you stand or kneel. Small cups of wine 
will be presented to you. Take a cup of wine. As you leave, place the empty cup in the bowl near the end of the first 
pew and return to your seat. Thank you. 

If you need Communion brought to you just let one of our Ushers know.  

Prayer Ministry is offered confidentially during the Eucharist in the side chapel. Let us pray for all those in need; for 
yourself, family, or friends. You may also be anointed with oil for healing as the Bible teaches (James 5:14). We do 
so by making a small sign of the Cross upon one's forehead. All are welcome. 

Communion Song 1: Blessed Be Your Name 

Blessed Be Your Name in the land that is plentiful, where Your streams of 

abundance flow, blessed be Your name. Blessed Be Your name when I'm found in 

the desert place, Though I walk through the wilderness, blessed Be Your name. 
  

[Chorus] 

Every blessing You pour out I'll turn back to praise. When the darkness closes in, 

Lord, still I will say: “Blessed be the name of the Lord, blessed be Your name. 

Blessed be the name of the Lord, blessed be Your glorious name.” 
  

Blessed be Your name when the sun's shining down on me, 

when the world's all as it should be, blessed be Your name. 

Blessed be Your name on the road marked with suffering, 

Though there's pain in the offering blessed be Your name. 
 

The Breaking of  the Bread 

Celebrant:  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People:  Therefore let us keep the feast.* Alleluia (*1 Corinthians 5:7-8) 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with 

thanksgiving.  
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Communion Song 2: In Christ Alone 

In Christ alone my hope is found, He is my light, my strength, my song. 

This Cornerstone, this solid ground, Firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 

What heights of love, what depths of peace, when fears are stilled, when strivings 

cease. My Comforter, my All in All. Here in the love of Christ I stand. 
  

In Christ alone! – who took on flesh, fullness of God in helpless babe! 

This gift of love and righteousness, scorned by the ones He came to save. 

Till on that cross as Jesus died, the wrath of God was satisfied. 

For every sin on Him was laid; Here in the death of Christ I live. 
  

There in the ground His body lay, light of the world by darkness slain. 

Then bursting forth in glorious day, up from the grave He rose again! 

And as He stands in victory, sin’s curse has lost its grip on me. 

For I am His and He is mine, bought with the precious blood of Christ. 
  

No guilt in life, no fear in death, this is the pow’r of Christ in me. 

From life’s first cry to final breath, Jesus commands my destiny. 

No power of hell, no scheme of man, can ever pluck me from His hand. 

‘Till He returns or calls me home, here in the power of Christ I’ll stand. 

[Chorus] 
  

You give and take away. You give and take away. 

My heart will choose to say, “Lord blessed be Your name.” 
  

“Blessed be the name of the Lord, blessed be Your name. 

Blessed be the name of the Lord, blessed be Your glorious name.” 

Prayers After Communion 

After Communion, the Celebrant says  

Let us pray.  

Celebrant & People: Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 

members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us 

strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through 

Christ our Lord. Amen.  
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 A Prayer attributed to St. Francis 

Lord, make us instruments of your peace. Where there is hatred, let us sow love; where 

there is injury, pardon; where there is discord, union; where there is doubt, faith; where 

there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy. Grant that 

we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; to be understood as to understand; 

to be loved as to love. For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are 

pardoned; and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen.  

The Blessing 

May Christ, the Son of God, be manifest in you, that your lives may be a light to the world; and the 

blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with 

you always. Amen. 

Closing Hymn: Immortal, Invisible God Only Wise      Blue Hymnal 423 

Thank you for worshiping with us today. 
Please join us for coffee and refreshments in the Parish Hall. 

The Dismissal 

Please scan here to support the mission and ministry of St. Bart’s. 

We thank you for your generosity. 

Celebrant: Let us bless the Lord  

People:  Thanks be to God. 
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THE CONFESSION OF SAINT PETER 
THE APOSTLE 

When Jesus’s disciple Simon confessed, “You are the Christ,” Jesus responded, “You are Peter, and 

on this rock I will build my church.” This fisherman and his brother Andrew were the first 

disciples called by Jesus. Peter figures prominently in the Gospels, often stumbling, impetuous, 

intense, and uncouth. 

It was Peter who attempted to walk on the sea, and began to sink; it was Peter who impulsively 

wished to build three tabernacles on the mountain of the Transfiguration; it was Peter who, just 

before the crucifixion, three times denied knowing his Lord. 

But it was also Peter who, after Pentecost, risked his life to do the Lord’s work, speaking boldly of 

his belief in Jesus. It was also Peter, the Rock, whose strength and courage helped the young 

church in its questioning about the mission beyond the Jewish community. Opposed at first to the 

baptism of Gentiles, he had the humility to admit a change of heart, and to baptize the Roman 

centurion Cornelius and his household. Even after this, Peter had a continuing struggle with his 

conservatism, for Paul, writing to the Galatians, rebukes him for giving way to the demands of 

Jewish Christians to dissociate himself from table-fellowship with Gentiles. 

Though the New Testament makes no mention of it, the tradition connecting Peter with Rome is 

early and credible. According to a legend based on that tradition, Peter fled from Rome during the 

persecution under Nero. On the Appian Way, he met Christ, and asked him, “Domine, quo 

vadis?” (“Lord, where are you going?”). Jesus answered, “I am coming to be crucified again.” Peter 

thereupon retraced his steps, and was shortly thereafter crucified, head downwards. “I am not 

worthy to be crucified as my Lord was,” he is supposed to have said. 

As we watch Peter struggle with himself, often stumble, love his Lord and deny him, speak rashly 

and act impetuously, his life reminds us that our Lord did not come to save the godly and strong 

but to save the weak and the sinful. Simon, an ordinary human being, was transformed by the Holy 

Spirit into the “Rock,” and became the leader of the Church. 

Since 1908, the eight days between the feast of the Confession of Saint Peter and the feast of the 

Conversion of Saint Paul have been observed ecumenically as the Week of Prayer for Christian 

Unity. 

Celebrating the Lives of  Saints, today we celebrate: 

Almighty Father, who inspired Simon Peter, first among the apostles, to confess Jesus as Messiah 

and Son of the living God: Keep your Church steadfast upon the rock of this faith, so that in unity 

and peace we may proclaim the one truth and follow the one Lord, our Savior Jesus Christ; who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  
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