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WHO’S WHO 
Pastor / Rector 

the Rev’d Joel Allen Prather 

pastor@stbartspewaukee.com 

Music Director 

Ethan Tarvin 

music@stbartspewaukee.com 

Parish Administration 

Jan Watter 

admin@stbartspewaukee.com 

Rector’s Assistance 

Carol Cohen 

office@stbartspewaukee.com 

Sr. Warden  

Dave Woods 

davewoods2370@gmail.com 

Jr. Warden 

Jamie Thomson 

jbthomson11@gmail.com 

Treasurer 

Mike Delmore 

treasurer@stbartspewaukee.com 

Prayer Requests 

prayer@stbartspewaukee.com 

St. Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church 
ABOUT US 

We’re so glad you’re with us today. We’re a Christian Church: we believe Jesus is our Lord & 

Savior and the Bible is God’s Word for us. We’re an Episcopal Church in the Episcopal Diocese 

of Wisconsin which is part of the Anglican Communion dating back to the first Christians in 

England in the 2nd century A.D. 

Our Mission is helping everyone become who God created them to be. 
 

WELCOME 

If this is your first time here we’d love to say Thanks or answer any questions. You can call/text 

our pastor, Father Joel at (262) 725-2691 or email: pastor@stbartspewaukee.com.  
 

OUR WORSHIP SERVICE 

This bulletin will guide you through everything you need to participate in the service. Our worship 

is a “liturgy” with two parts: THE WORD OF GOD and THE HOLY COMMUNION which 

all baptized Christians are welcome to receive, including children. 

KIDS 

Children are always welcome in the Sanctuary for the entire service (we don’t mind babies 

behaving like babies). 

Children’s Chapel is available for kids Pre-K through Elementary. They will follow the Teacher to 

the classroom in the south hallway at The Collect of the Day. They will return at The Peace. 
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The Opening Acclamation 

Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit . 

People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

Opening Hymn: Praise to the Living God      Blue Hymnal 372 

The Hymnal 1982 

The blue hymnal found in the pew racks is the collection of hymns, tunes, and service music 

authorized for use in the Episcopal Church. The Hymnal is a companion for the Book of Common 

Prayer, supporting the Lectionary and the Calendar. It includes service music and 720 hymns. The 

Hymnal is strongly founded on congregational singing. 

We are singing the hymns that are in the hymnal from the hymnal. All other music will continue to 

have the lyrics in the printed worship bulletin. 

If you are new to The Hymnal: hymn numbers are found in bold in the hymnal. The first quarter 

of the book is service music, such as the Song of Praise and the Sanctus that we sing every Sunday. 

Service music has an “S” in front of the number. Hymns comprise the rest of the hymnal, bold 

numbers 1 - 720. There are not page numbers. Look for the hymn by its number, not its name. 

Song of  Praise:  Glory to God         Blue Hymnal S280 

Almighty God, by our baptism into the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ, you turn 

us from the old life of sin: Grant that we, being reborn to new life in him, may live in righteousness 

and holiness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  

The Collect of  the Day 
Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

Celebrant:  Let us pray. 

*A short prayer to unify, or “collect”, our intentions for worship. It typically indicates the theme of the day. 

Celebrant: There is one Body and one Spirit;  

People: There is one hope in God's call to us; 

Celebrant: One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; 

People: One God and Father of all. 

Children’s Chapel 

At this time kids Pre-K through Elementary are invited to come to the front for a blessing and then follow the 

Teacher to Children’s Chapel. 
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The Lessons (please be seated) 

A reading from the second book of Maccabees  

It happened also that seven brothers and their mother were arrested and were being compelled by 

the king, under torture...to partake of unlawful pig’s flesh. One of them, acting as their spokesman, 

said, “What do you intend to ask and learn from us? For we are ready to die rather than transgress 

the laws of our ancestors.” The king fell into a rage...and ordered them to take him to the fire…but 

the other brothers and their mother encouraged one another to die nobly, saying, “The Lord God 

is watching over us and in truth has compassion on us… 

The mother was especially admirable and worthy of honorable memory. Although she saw her 

seven sons perish within a single day, she bore it with good courage because of her hope in the 

Lord. She encouraged each of them in the language of their ancestors… 

The youngest brother being still alive, Antiochus not only appealed to him in words but promised 

with oaths that he would make him rich and enviable if he would turn from the ways of his 

ancestors...  

The young man said, “What are you waiting for? I will not obey the king’s command, but I obey 

the command of the law that was given to our ancestors through Moses. But you, who have 

contrived all sorts of evil against the Hebrews, will certainly not escape the hands of God...I, like 

my brothers, give up body and life for the laws of our ancestors, appealing to God to show mercy 

soon to our nation and by trials and plagues to make you confess that he alone is God... 

The king fell into a rage and handled him worse than the others, being exasperated at his scorn. So 

he died in his integrity, putting his whole trust in the Lord. Last of all, the mother died, after her 

sons. 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 68:33-36               

The Psalms were originally written to be sung. These poems and prayers have been the foundation of worship for Jews and Christians for 

3,000 years, and Jesus prayed and sang the psalms regularly.   

Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth; * sing praises to the Lord.  

He rides in the heavens, the ancient heavens; * he sends forth his voice, his mighty voice. 

Ascribe power to God; * his majesty is over Israel; his strength is in the skies. 

How wonderful is God in his holy places! * the God of Israel giving strength and power to his 

people! Blessed be God! 
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 A reading from Paul’s letter to the Hebrews (11:30, 11:32-12:2) 

By faith the walls of Jericho fell after they had been encircled for seven days.  

And what more should I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, 

of David and Samuel and the prophets, who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered 

justice, obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions, quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge 

of the sword, were made strong out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to 

flight. Women received their dead by resurrection. Others were tortured, refusing to accept release, 

in order to obtain a better resurrection. Others suffered mocking and flogging and even chains and 

imprisonment. They were stoned to death; they were sawn in two; they were killed by the sword; 

they went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, persecuted, tormented— of whom the 

world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and mountains and in caves and holes in the 

ground. 

Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did not receive what was 

promised, since God had provided something better so that they would not, apart from us, be 

made perfect. 

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every 

weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before 

us, looking to Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set 

before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the 

throne of God. 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Please stand as you are able.  *This is a song to prepare us to hear Jesus’ words. Its ancient name is from the Latin “gradus”, the place it 

was sung in Church. 

The Gradual* Hymn: Sh’ma Yisrael (Hear, O Israel) 

“Everyone, therefore, who acknowledges me before others, I also will acknowledge before my 

Father in heaven, but whoever denies me before others, I also will deny before my Father in 

heaven. 

+ You may make a small + Cross with your thumb over your mind, lips, and heart. 

The Gospel (means “Good News”) 

Gospeler: The Holy Gospel + of our Lord Jesus Christ + according to Matthew + (10:32-39) 

People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Sh’ma Yisrael, Adonai Eloheinu, Adonai echod. 

Baruch shem ch’vod, ch’vod malchuto l’olam vaed. 
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Gospeler:  The Gospel of the Lord. 

People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Sermon                        The Rev’d Joel Prather 

“Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to bring peace but a 

sword. For I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a 

daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law,  and one’s foes will be members of one’s own 

household. 

“Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever loves son or 

daughter more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever does not take up the cross and follow 

me is not worthy of me. Those who find their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my 

sake will find it. 

Presentation and Examination of  the Baptism Candidates 

The Celebrant says  
The Candidates for Holy Baptism will now be presented.  

Then the candidates who are unable to answer for themselves are presented individually by their Parents and Godparents, as follows 

Parents and Godparents I present Maccabeus to receive the Sacrament of Baptism. 

Celebrant Will you by your prayers and witness help this child to grow into the full 
stature of Christ?  

Parents and Godparents I will, with God’s help. 

Celebrant Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that 
rebel against God?  

Parents and Godparents I renounce them. 

Celebrant Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and 
destroy the creatures of God?  

Parents and Godparents I renounce them. 

Celebrant Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God? 

Parents and Godparents I renounce them. 

Celebrant Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior?  

Parents and Godparents I do. 

Celebrant Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love? 

Parents and Godparents I do. 

Celebrant Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord? 

Parents and Godparents I do. 

Hear O’Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is One. 

Praised be his name whose glorious kingdom is forever and ever. 
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 After all have been presented, the Celebrant addresses the congregation, saying  

Celebrant Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support this child in his life in 
Christ? 

People We will. 

Celebrant Let us join with this child, who is committing to Christ and renew our own baptismal 
covenant. 

 Do you believe in God the Father?  

People I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

Celebrant Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?  

People I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power 
of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the 
third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?  

People I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Celebrant Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of the bread, 
and in the prayers?  

People I will, with God's help.  

Celebrant Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to 
the Lord?  

People I will, with God's help.  

Celebrant Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?  

People I will, with God's help.  

Celebrant Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself?  

People I will, with God's help.  

Celebrant Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every 
human being?  

People I will, with God's help.  

Prayer for the Candidate 

Celebrant Let us now pray for Maccabeus, who is to receive the Sacrament of new birth. 

A Person appointed leads the following petitions  

Leader  Deliver him, O Lord, from the way of sin and death. 
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 People  Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader  Open his heart to your grace and truth.  

People  Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader  Fill him with your holy and life-giving Spirit.  

People  Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader  Keep him in the faith and communion of your holy Church.  

People  Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader  Teach him to love others in the power of the Spirit.  

People  Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader  Send him into the world in witness to your love.  

People  Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader  Bring him to the fullness of your peace and glory.  

People  Lord, hear our prayer. 

Celebrant Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your Son may 
live in the power of his resurrection and look for him to come again in glory; who lives 
and reigns now and forever. Amen.  

Thanksgiving over the Water 

The Celebrant blesses the water, first saying  

 The Lord be with you.  

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Celebrant We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in 

the beginning of creation. Through it you led the children of Israel out of their bondage 

in Egypt into the land of promise. In it your Son Jesus received the baptism of John 

and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his 

death and resurrection, from the bondage of sin into everlasting life. 

 We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his 

death. By it we share in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. 

Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, we bring into his fellowship those who 

come to him in faith, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit.  
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The Peace  (All stand.) 

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Sharing “peace” with one another is an ancient Christian tradition, not only in the words of Jesus, but also in the practices of 

the Christian community. As you are comfortable, you are welcome to shake hands when we pass the peace. Please respect those 

that are not comfortable with hand shaking. A simple nod or the peace sign is also a meaningful way to share the peace of 

Christ. 

At the following words, the Celebrant touches the water 

 Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those who 

are here are cleansed from sin and born again may continue for ever in the risen life of 

Jesus Christ our Savior. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, 

now and for ever. Amen. 

The Celebrant may then consecrate oil of Chrism, placing a hand on the vessel of oil, and saying   

 Eternal Father, whose blessed Son was anointed by the Holy Spirit to be the Savior and 

servant of all, we pray you to consecrate this oil, that those who are sealed with it may 

share in the royal priesthood of Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. Amen.  

The Baptism 

Each candidate is presented by name to the Celebrant who then pours water upon, the candidate, saying  

Maccabeus, I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  

When this action has been completed for all candidates, the Priest, at a place in full sight of the congregation, prays over them, saying 

Let us pray. 

Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have bestowed upon 

Maccabeus the forgiveness of sin, and have raised him to the new life of grace. Sustain him O Lord, 

in your Holy Spirit. Give him an inquiring and discerning heart, the courage to will and to persevere, 

a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of joy and wonder in all your works. Amen.  

Then the Priest places a hand on the person's head, marking on the forehead the sign of the cross [using Chrism if desired] and saying: 

Maccabeus, you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ's own for 

ever. Amen. 

Then the Celebrant says 

Celebrant     Let us welcome the newly baptized. 

Celebrant and People We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith of 

Christ crucified, proclaim his resurrection, and share with us in his 

eternal priesthood. 
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The Great Thanksgiving 
The people remain standing. The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest, faces them and says  

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts. 

People:  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Offertory Hymn: Children of  the Heavenly Father 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 

Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  

(The Celebrant reads a Preface of the Lord's Day - a variable portion of the text of our Eucharistic Prayer that 

plays an important role in aligning our worship with the theme of a particular occasion or season.) 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company 

of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:  

The Offertory 

God tells us in the Bible, no one should feel pressured about giving (2 Corinthians 9:7). Please be at peace about 

what you choose to do or not to do. The most important offering God wants from us is our life & our hearts. You 

can place an offering in the basket passed by the ushers or in the wooden box marked Donations near the exit of the 

Church. 

Children of the heav’nly Father safely in his bosom gather. 

Nestling bird nor star in heaven such a refuge e’er was given. 
 

God his own doth tend and nourish, in his holy courts they flourish. 

From all evil things he spares them, in his mighty arms he bears them. 
 

Neither life nor death shall ever from the Lord his children sever. 

Unto them his grace he showeth, and their sorrows all he knoweth. 
 

Though he giveth or he taketh, God his children ne’er forsaketh. 

His the loving purpose solely to preserve them safe and holy. 

Announcements 

Be sure to sign-up for our eNews using the Welcome! card in your pew rack, scan this QR code, or at our website. 

We also encourage you to follow us on our YouTube, Facebook and/or Instagram accounts to stay up-to-date and 

hit “Share“ to let your friends see what’s happening. 
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Celebrant and People: Sanctus          Blue Hymnal S131 

The people stand or kneel. Then the Celebrant continues: 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 

creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and 

above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be 

incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have 

delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out 

of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or to lay a hand upon it; and at the words concerning the cup, to 

hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 

thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, 

which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 

“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 

for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

Celebrant and People say together 

We remember his death, 

We proclaim his resurrection, 

We await his coming in glory;  
The Celebrant continues 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from 

your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 

Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his 

sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness 

of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, 

with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our 

salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 

Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.  

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we now say, 
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About Communion at St. Bartholomew’s 
All baptized Christians are welcome to receive Holy Communion with us, including children. If this doesn’t describe 

where you’re at, you are invited to come forward for a prayer of blessing which you can indicate by crossing your hands 

over your heart. Or feel free to stay in your seat to pray or reflect.  

Please come to the rail in front of the altar to receive the Bread & Wine. Bread will be served to you as you stand or 

kneel. We have gluten free bread if you prefer it, simply let the minister know. We have two options for receiving the 

wine. You may take a sip of wine from the shared Chalice or you make take small cup of wine from the tray, and 

place the empty cup in the bowl near the end of the first pew as you return to your seat. We use alcoholic wine.  

If you need Communion brought to you just let one of our Ushers know.  

Prayer Ministry is offered confidentially during the Eucharist in the side chapel. Let us pray for all those in need; for 

yourself, family, or friends. You may also be anointed with oil for healing as the Bible teaches (James 5:14). We do 

so by making a small sign of the Cross upon one's forehead. All are welcome. 

The Breaking of  the Bread 

Celebrant:  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People:  Therefore let us keep the feast.* Alleluia 

    (*1 Corinthians 5:7-8) 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with 

thanksgiving.  

Invitation to Spiritual Communion for livestream worshippers - a personal devotional that 

anyone can pray to express their desire to receive Holy Communion at that moment, but in 

circumstances which prevent them from actually receiving communion. The prayer will be 

displayed on the screen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Together 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, 

    your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

    now and for ever. Amen.  
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It's the song of the redeemed, rising from the African plain. 

It's the song of the forgiven, drowning out the Amazon rain. 

 The song of Asian believers filled with God's holy fire. 

It's every tribe, every tongue, every nation; a love song born of a grateful choir. 
  

[Chorus - sing 2 times] 

It's all God's children singing: "Glory, glory, hallelujah! He reigns! He reigns! 
  

Let it rise above the four winds, caught up in the heavenly sound. 

Let praises echo from the towers of cathedrals, to the faithful gathered 

underground.  Of all the songs sung from the dawn of creation, some were meant 

to persist. Of all the bells rung from a thousand steeples, none rings truer than this. 
 

[Chorus] 

It's all God's people singing: "Glory, glory, hallelujah! He reigns! He reigns! (sing 2 

times) 

It’s all God’s people singing: “Glory, glory, hallelujah! He reigns! He reigns! (sing 2 

times) 
  

And all the powers of darkness tremble at what they've just heard, ‘cause all their 

powers of darkness can't drown out a single word. 

Communion Song 1: He Reigns 

Communion Song 2: Beautiful Savior 

All my days I will sing this song of gladness, give my praise to the Fountain of 

delights; For in my helplessness You heard my cry, and waves of mercy poured 

down on my life. 
 

I will trust in the cross of my Redeemer, I will sing of the blood that never fails; 

Of sins forgiven, of conscience cleansed, of death defeated and life without end. 
 

Beautiful Savior, Wonderful Counsellor, clothed in majesty, Lord of history, 

You’re the Way, the Truth, the Life. Star of the Morning, glorious in holiness, 

You’re the Risen One, heaven’s Champion and You reign, You reign over all. 
 

I long to be where the praise is never-ending, Yearn to dwell where the glory never 

fades; Where countless worshippers will share one song, and cries of ‘worthy’ will 

honor the Lamb! 
 

Beautiful Savior, Wonderful Counsellor, clothed in majesty, Lord of history, 

You’re the Way, the Truth, the Life. Star of the Morning, glorious in holiness, 

You’re the Risen One, heaven’s Champion And You reign, You reign over all. 
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Closing Hymn: Shalom Chaverim       Blue Hymnal 714 

The Blessing 

Go into the world in peace, be of good cheer, hold fast to that which is good, return to no one evil 

for evil, strengthen the faint-hearted, support the weak, help the poor, honor all people, love and 

serve our Lord Jesus, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, and the blessing of God Almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. Amen.  

Prayers After Communion 

A Prayer attributed to St. Francis 

Lord, make us instruments of your peace. Where there is hatred, let us sow love; where 

there is injury, pardon; where there is discord, union; where there is doubt, faith; where 

there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy. Grant that 

we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; to be understood as to understand; 

to be loved as to love. For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are 

pardoned; and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen.  

The Dismissal 

Celebrant: Let us bless the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Please scan here to support the mission and ministry of St. Bart’s. 

We thank you for your generosity. 

Thank you for worshiping with us today. 
Please join us for coffee and refreshments in the Parish Hall. 

After Communion, the Celebrant says  

Let us pray.  

Celebrant & People: Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 

members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us 

strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through 

Christ our Lord. Amen.  
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Celebrating the Lives of  Saints 

Christians have, since ancient times, honored people whose lives represent heroic commitment to 

Christ and who have borne witness to their faith even at the cost of their lives.  

Joanna, Mary, and Salome are traditionally counted as the three women who came to Jesus’ tomb early in 

the morning on the day of the resurrection in order to anoint his body with myrrh and other spices. They 

were followers of Jesus during his earthly ministry and remained with him throughout his arrest, crucifixion, 

and burial, and they discovered his empty tomb after his resurrection. 

Little is known about the lives of Joanna, Mary, and Salome beyond their faithful and unwavering devotion 

and service to Christ. Joanna is identified in the Gospel of Luke as the wife of Chuza, a steward of Herod, 

and in Luke 8:2–3 is counted among the women who followed and provided for Jesus after having been 

healed by him. 

The Gospel of Mark includes Salome in a list of women present at the crucifixion without any further 

information; according to early Christian tradition Salome was a relative of Mary the Mother of Jesus. 

In addition to Joanna, Salome, and Mary Magdalene, Matthew 28:1 lists a woman it refers to as “the other 

Mary.” Mark 16:1 refers to her as Mary the mother of James. John 19:25 recounts that Mary the wife of 

Cleopas was present at the crucifixion, and historically the Christian tradition has tended to assume that all 

three of these Marys are actually the same person. 

The little information that we do have about these women shows them to be faithful disciples and worthy of 

our commemoration and, more importantly, emulation. There is a particular devotion to these “Holy 

Myrrhbearers” in the Orthodox Church, and the second Sunday after Easter is celebrated as “Myrrhbearers 

Sunday”. 

JOANNA, MARY, AND SALOME, Myrrh-Bearing Women 

Tomorrow, we celebrate:  

Almighty God, who revealed the resurrection of your Son to Joanna, Mary and Salome as they 

faithfully came bearing myrrh to his tomb: Grant that we too may perceive the presence of the 

risen Lord in the midst of pain and fear, and go forth proclaiming his resurrection; who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  
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