
  

 

www.StBartsPewaukee.com 

ST .  BARTHOLOMEW ’S  
EPISCOPAL  CHURCH  

 

TWELFTH  SUNDAY  AFTER  

PENTECOST  
August 16, 2026 



2 

 

WHO’S WHO 
Pastor / Rector 

the Rev’d Joel Allen Prather 

pastor@stbartspewaukee.com 

Music Director 

Ethan Tarvin 

music@stbartspewaukee.com 

Parish Administration 

Jan Watter 

admin@stbartspewaukee.com 

Rector’s Assistance 

Carol Cohen 

office@stbartspewaukee.com 

Sr. Warden  

Dave Woods 

davewoods2370@gmail.com 

Jr. Warden 

Jamie Thomson 

jbthomson11@gmail.com 

Treasurer 

Mike Delmore 

treasurer@stbartspewaukee.com 

Prayer Requests 

prayer@stbartspewaukee.com 

St. Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church 
ABOUT US 

We’re so glad you’re with us today. We’re a Christian Church: we believe Jesus is our Lord & 

Savior and the Bible is God’s Word for us. We’re an Episcopal Church in the Episcopal Diocese 

of Wisconsin which is part of the Anglican Communion dating back to the first Christians in 

England in the 2nd century A.D. 

Our Mission is helping everyone become who God created them to be. 
 

WELCOME 

If this is your first time here we’d love to say Thanks or answer any questions. You can call/text 

our pastor, Father Joel at (262) 725-2691 or email: pastor@stbartspewaukee.com.  
 

OUR WORSHIP SERVICE 

This bulletin will guide you through everything you need to participate in the service. Our worship 

is a “liturgy” with two parts: THE WORD OF GOD and THE HOLY COMMUNION which 

all baptized Christians are welcome to receive, including children. 

KIDS 

Children are always welcome in the Sanctuary for the entire service (we don’t mind babies 

behaving like babies). 

Children’s Chapel is available for kids Pre-K through Elementary. They will follow the Teacher to 

the classroom in the south hallway at The Collect of the Day. They will return at The Peace. 



3 

 

The Opening Acclamation 

Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit . 

People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

Opening Hymn: My Faith Looks Up to Thee    Blue Hymnal 691 

The Hymnal 1982 

The blue hymnal found in the pew racks is the collection of hymns, tunes, and service music 

authorized for use in the Episcopal Church. The Hymnal is a companion for the Book of Common 

Prayer, supporting the Lectionary and the Calendar. It includes service music and 720 hymns. The 

Hymnal is strongly founded on congregational singing. 

We are singing the hymns that are in the hymnal from the hymnal. All other music will continue to 

have the lyrics in the printed worship bulletin. 

If you are new to The Hymnal: hymn numbers are found in bold in the hymnal. The first quarter 

of the book is service music, such as the Song of Praise and the Sanctus that we sing every Sunday. 

Service music has an “S” in front of the number. Hymns comprise the rest of the hymnal, bold 

numbers 1 - 720. There are not page numbers. Look for the hymn by its number, not its name. 

Song of  Praise:  Glory to God         Blue Hymnal S280 

Almighty God, you have given your only Son to be for us a sacrifice for sin, and also an example of 

godly life: Give us grace to receive thankfully the fruits of his redeeming work, and to follow daily 

in the blessed steps of his most holy life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen  

Celebrant: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 

are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 

may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

The Collect of  the Day 
Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

Celebrant:  Let us pray. 

*A short prayer to unify, or “collect”, our intentions for worship. It typically indicates the theme of the day. 

Children’s Chapel 

At this time kids Pre-K through Elementary are invited to come to the front for a blessing and then follow the 

Teacher to Children’s Chapel. 
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The Lessons (please be seated) 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

A reading from  the book of Genesis (45:1-15, 50-15-22) 

Joseph could no longer control himself before all those who stood by him, and he cried out, “Send 

everyone away from me.” So no one stayed with him when Joseph made himself known to his 

brothers. And he wept so loudly that the Egyptians heard it, and the household of Pharaoh heard 

it. Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his brothers could not 

answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence. 

Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came closer. He said, “I am your 

brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. And now do not be distressed, or angry with 

yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve life. For the famine 

has been in the land these two years; and there are five more years in which there will be neither 

plowing nor harvest. God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep 

alive for you many survivors. So it was not you who sent me here, but God; he has made me a 

father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt. Hurry and go up to 

my father and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt; come 

down to me, do not delay. You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you 

and your children and your children’s children, as well as your flocks, your herds, and all that you 

have. I will provide for you there—since there are five more years of famine to come—so that you 

and your household, and all that you have, will not come to poverty.’ And now your eyes and the 

eyes of my brother Benjamin see that it is my own mouth that speaks to you. You must tell my 

father how greatly I am honored in Egypt, and all that you have seen. Hurry and bring my father 

down here.” Then he fell upon his brother Benjamin’s neck and wept, while Benjamin wept upon 

his neck. And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and after that his brothers talked with 

him. 

Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a grudge 

against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” So they approached 

Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he died, ‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive 

the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.’ Now therefore please forgive 

the crime of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. Then 

his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.” But Joseph 

said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? Even though you intended to do harm 

to me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. So 

have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured them, 

speaking kindly to them.  

So Joseph remained in Egypt, he and his father’s household, and Joseph lived one hundred ten 

years.  
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 Psalm 133               

The Psalms were originally written to be sung. These poems and prayers have been the foundation of worship for Jews and Christians for 

3,000 years, and Jesus prayed and sang the psalms regularly.   

A reading from Paul’s letter to the Romans (11:1-2a, 29-32) 

I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an Israelite, a descendant of 

Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew. 

For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. Just as you were once disobedient to God but 

have now received mercy because of their disobedience, so they have now been disobedient in 

order that, by the mercy shown to you, they too may now receive mercy. For God has imprisoned 

all in disobedience so that he may be merciful to all. 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Oh, how good and pleasant it is, * when brethren live together in unity! 

It is like fine oil upon the head * that runs down upon the beard, 

Upon the beard of Aaron, * and runs down upon the collar of his robe. 

It is like the dew of Hermon * that falls upon the hills of Zion. 

For there the Lord has ordained the blessing: * life for evermore. 

Please stand as you are able.  *This is a song to prepare us to hear Jesus’ words. Its ancient name is from the Latin “gradus”, the place it 

was sung in Church. 

The Gradual* Hymn: Celtic Alleluia 

+ You may make a small + Cross with your thumb over your mind, lips, and heart. 

The Gospel (means “Good News”) 

Gospeler: The Holy Gospel + of our Lord Jesus Christ + according to Matthew + (15:10-20, 21-28) 

People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
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Gospeler:  The Gospel of the Lord. 

People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Sermon                        The Rev’d Joel Prather 

The Nicene Creed (please stand and pray together) 
The Nicene Creed in this bulletin is slightly different than what you may be used to. This is because the Episcopal Church restored the 

original language of the Nicene Creed which was shared by all Christians until the 6th Century. 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen 

and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.  

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, (you may bow down here) was incarnate of 

the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. (you may rise) 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third 

The Gradual* Hymn: Celtic Alleluia (previous page) 

Jesus called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand: it is not what goes into the 

mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles.” Then the disciples 

approached and said to him, “Do you know that the Pharisees took offense when they heard what 

you said?” He answered, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted. 

Let them alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind person guides another, both 

will fall into a pit.” But Peter said to him, “Explain this parable to us.” Then he said, “Are you also 

still without understanding? Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth enters the stomach, 

and goes out into the sewer? But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this is 

what defiles. For out of the heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery, fornication, theft, false 

witness, slander. These are what defile a person, but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile.” 

Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. Just then a Canaanite woman 

from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my 

daughter is tormented by a demon.” But he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and 

urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” He answered, “I was sent only 

to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help 

me.” He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” She said, 

“Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” Then Jesus 

answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter 

was healed instantly. 
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The Prayers of  the People 
The Reader and People pray responsively 

With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord, saying "Lord, have mercy."  

For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the Holy Church of God, and for the unity of all 
peoples, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.  

For our Bishop, and for all the clergy and people, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 

For our President, for the leaders of the nations, and for all in authority, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 

For this city, for every city and community, and for those who live in them, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 

For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and will to conserve it, let us pray 
to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.  

For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and for the sick and the suffering, let us 
pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.  

For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute, for prisoners and captives, 
and for all who remember and care for them. Remembering especially those on our prayer list... 

We also pray for our ministry partners: 

• Arlo and Ashtyn’s Hope 

• Fr. Andrew and Amazing Grace AIDS Ministry 

• Pastor David and Breaking the Chains Church 

day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the 

right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 

kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father, who 

with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic* and apostolic Church.  (* means universal) 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection+ of the 

dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

+   you may make the Sign of the Cross here to acknowledge the hope that you will be resurrected    
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The Confession of Sin 

Celebrant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with 

our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we 

humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that 

we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.  

Celebrant: Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully accept the 

prayers of your people, and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

The Absolution 

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal 
life. Amen.  

• Joe and Family Promise of Waukesha County 

• Our Karén Families 

• Dave, Judy, and the Pewaukee Food Pantry 

• Fr. Daudi and Olivia in Tanzania 

• Bill and our Veterans and Families Group 

... let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.  

For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection+, and for all the departed, let us pray to the 
Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.  

For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and degradation, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.  

That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without suffering and without reproach, let us pray to 
the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.  

In the communion of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Bartholomew and of all the saints, let us commend 
ourselves, and one another, and all our life, to Christ our God. 
To thee, O Lord our God.  

We will observe silent reflection 
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The Great Thanksgiving 
The people remain standing. The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest, faces them and says  

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts. 

People:  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Offertory Hymn: The King of  Love (verses 1, 2, 5, 6)  Blue Hymnal 645 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 

Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  

(The Celebrant reads a Preface of the Lord's Day - a variable portion of the text of our Eucharistic Prayer that 

plays an important role in aligning our worship with the theme of a particular occasion or season.) 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company 

of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:  

The Peace  (All stand.) 

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Sharing “peace” with one another is an ancient Christian tradition, not only in the words of Jesus, but also in the practices of 

the Christian community. As you are comfortable, you are welcome to shake hands when we pass the peace. Please respect those 

that are not comfortable with hand shaking. A simple nod or the peace sign is also a meaningful way to share the peace of 

Christ. 

The Offertory 

God tells us in the Bible, no one should feel pressured about giving (2 Corinthians 9:7). Please be at peace about 

what you choose to do or not to do. The most important offering God wants from us is our life & our hearts. You 

can place an offering in the basket passed by the ushers or in the wooden box marked Donations near the exit of the 

Church. 

Announcements 

Be sure to sign-up for our eNews using the Welcome! card in your pew rack, scan this QR code, or at our website. 

We also encourage you to follow us on our YouTube, Facebook and/or Instagram accounts to stay up-to-date and 

hit “Share“ to let your friends see what’s happening. 
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Celebrant and People: Sanctus         Blue Hymnal S131 

The people stand or kneel. Then the Celebrant continues: 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 

creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and 

above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be 

incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have 

delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out 

of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or to lay a hand upon it; and at the words concerning the cup, to 

hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 

thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, 

which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 

“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 

for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

Celebrant and People say together 

We remember his death, 

We proclaim his resurrection, 

We await his coming in glory;  
The Celebrant continues 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from 

your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 

Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his 

sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness 

of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, 

with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our 

salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 

Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.  

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we now say, 
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About Communion at St. Bartholomew’s 
All baptized Christians are welcome to receive Holy Communion with us, including children. If this doesn’t describe 

where you’re at, you are invited to come forward for a prayer of blessing which you can indicate by crossing your hands 

over your heart. Or feel free to stay in your seat to pray or reflect.  

Please come to the rail in front of the altar to receive the Bread & Wine. Bread will be served to you as you stand or 

kneel. We have gluten free bread if you prefer it, simply let the minister know. We have two options for receiving the 

wine. You may take a sip of wine from the shared Chalice or you make take small cup of wine from the tray, and 

place the empty cup in the bowl near the end of the first pew as you return to your seat. We use alcoholic wine.  

If you need Communion brought to you just let one of our Ushers know.  

Prayer Ministry is offered confidentially during the Eucharist in the side chapel. Let us pray for all those in need; for 

yourself, family, or friends. You may also be anointed with oil for healing as the Bible teaches (James 5:14). We do 

so by making a small sign of the Cross upon one's forehead. All are welcome. 

The Breaking of  the Bread 

Celebrant:  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People:  Therefore let us keep the feast.* Alleluia 

    (*1 Corinthians 5:7-8) 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with 

thanksgiving.  

Invitation to Spiritual Communion for livestream worshippers - a personal devotional that 

anyone can pray to express their desire to receive Holy Communion at that moment, but in 

circumstances which prevent them from actually receiving communion. The prayer will be 

displayed on the screen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Together 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, 

    your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

    now and for ever. Amen.  
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I love You Lord, Oh Your mercy never fails me 

All my days, I've been held in Your hands 

From the moment that I wake up until I lay my head 

I will sing of the goodness of God 
 

[Chorus] 

All my life You have been faithful. All my life You have been so so good. 

With every breath that I am able, I will sing of the goodness of God. 
 

I love Your voice, You have led me through the fire 

In darkest night You are close like no other 

I've known You as a father, I've known You as a friend 

I have lived in the goodness of God 
 

 [Chorus] 
 

[Bridge – sing 2 times] 

Your goodness is running after. It’s running after me. 

Your goodness is running after. It’s running after me. 

With my life laid down, I’m surrendered now 

I give You everything. 

Your goodness is running after. It's running after me. 
 

[Chorus – sing 2 times] 
 

I will sing of the goodness of God 

Communion Song 1: Goodness of  God 

Communion Song 2: Build My Life 

[Verse 1] 

Worthy of every song we could ever sing. Worthy of all the praise we could ever 

bring. Worthy of every breath we could ever breathe. We live for You. 
 

[Verse 2] 

Jesus the name above ev’ry other name. Jesus the only one who could ever save. 

Worthy of every breath we could ever breathe. We live for You. We live for You. 
  

[Chorus] 

Holy, there is no one like You, there is none beside You. 

Open up my eyes in wonder and show me who You are and fill me with Your 

heart and lead me in Your love to those around me. 
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Prayers After Communion 

A Prayer attributed to St. Francis 

Lord, make us instruments of your peace. Where there is hatred, let us sow love; where 

there is injury, pardon; where there is discord, union; where there is doubt, faith; where 

there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy. Grant that 

we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; to be understood as to understand; 

to be loved as to love. For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are 

pardoned; and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen.  

After Communion, the Celebrant says  

Let us pray.  

Celebrant & People: Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 

members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us 

strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through 

Christ our Lord. Amen.  

  

[Verse 1 & 2] 
  

[Chorus - Sing 2 times] 
  

[Bridge] 

I will build my life upon Your love, it is a firm foundation. 

I will put my trust in You alone and I will not be shaken. 

I will build my life upon Your love, it is a firm foundation. 

I will put my trust in You alone and I will not be shaken. 
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Closing Hymn: God of  Grace and God of  Glory  Blue Hymnal 594 

The Blessing 

Go into the world in peace, be of good cheer, hold fast to that which is good, return to no one evil 

for evil, strengthen the faint-hearted, support the weak, help the poor, honor all people, love and 

serve our Lord Jesus, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, and the blessing of God Almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. Amen.  

The Dismissal 

Celebrant: Let us bless the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Please scan here to support the mission and ministry of St. Bart’s. 

We thank you for your generosity. 

Thank you for worshiping with us today. 
Please join us for coffee and refreshments in the Parish Hall. 
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Celebrating the Lives of  Saints 

Christians have, since ancient times, honored people whose lives represent heroic commitment to 

Christ and who have borne witness to their faith even at the cost of their lives.  

The honor paid to Mary, the Mother of Jesus Christ, goes back to the earliest days of the church. 

Two Gospels tell of the manner of Christ’s birth, and the familiar Christmas story testifies to the 

church’s conviction that he was born of a virgin. In Luke’s Gospel, we catch a brief glimpse of 

Jesus’ upbringing at Nazareth, when the child was in the care of his mother and her husband 

Joseph. 

During Jesus’ ministry in Galilee, we learn that Mary was often with the other women who 

followed Jesus and ministered to his needs. At Calvary, she was among the little band of disciples 

who kept watch at the cross. After the resurrection, she was to be found with the Twelve in the 

upper room, watching and praying until the coming of the Spirit at Pentecost. 

Mary was the person closest to Jesus in his most impressionable years, and the words of the 

Magnificat, as well as her courageous acceptance of God’s will, bear more than an accidental 

resemblance to the Lord’s Prayer and the Beatitudes of the Sermon on the Mount. 

Later devotion has claimed many things for Mary beyond the brief description that is given in Holy 

Scripture. What we can believe is that one who stood in so intimate a relationship with the 

incarnate Son of God on earth must, of all human beings, have the place of highest honor in the 

eternal life of God. A paraphrase of an ancient Greek hymn expresses this belief in very familiar 

words: “O higher than the cherubim, more glorious than the seraphim, lead their praises, alleluia.” 

SAINT MARY THE VIRGIN, 
MOTHER OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 

Yesterday, we celebrated:  

O God, you have taken to yourself the blessed Virgin Mary, mother of your incarnate Son: Grant 

that we, who have been redeemed by his blood, may share with her the glory of your eternal 

kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  
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